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Welcome to Storey Publishing


We’re a community of doers who love to grow, build, create, and explore the world around us. We invite you to join us in the quest to enrich life through hands-on activities and experiences.
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Looking for Nature in the City!



Anthills in sidewalk cracks, pigeons on telephone wires, and flowerpots on porches! You don’t have to be on a trail in the woods or out in the country to encounter nature—it’s all around you, even in a city. Whether you’re on a bike or a scooter, in a stroller or on foot, if you keep your senses alert, you are sure to meet something wild in your neighborhood. So head outside and see what you can find!

Things to bring in your backpack


[image: A pen or pencil, snacks, water bottle, sidewalk chalk, sunscreen, weather-appropriate clothing]









How to Have Fun with this Book



	Make sidewalk art


	Fly a kite


	Go on a scavenger hunt


	Use the magnifying glass for a closer look

	Make a leaf or bark rubbing


	Watch squirrels


	Taste a Sweet Treat
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Urban Adventure Discovery Tips



	
Notice the color, size, and shape of different leaves.

[image: Different shaped leaves]




	
Activate your ears! Listen for buzzing insects and chirping birds.

[image: A bird singing and a bee buzzing]




	
Follow animals with your eyes. You might see them eating, playing, or resting.

[image: A golden retriever barking]




	
Find an open space and look up at the clouds.

[image: Clouds in the sky]




	
Be aware! Look out for cars, bikes, and other people.

[image: People walking and biking]














Nature in the Cracks

It might feel like everything is big and loud and moving fast in a city, but you can find whole miniature worlds in unexpected places—like sidewalk cracks! Drop a few crumbs near an ant mound and watch the little insects carry them home. Stop and touch a patch of soft moss. Rub a sprig of pineapple weed between your fingers and take a big sniff. What does it smell like?


Can you see two different plants growing from this crack?




[image: Dandelions growing from a crack in the pavement]







Where did you find things growing?


[image: Grass and creeping charlie]

Can you find tall grass growing from a crack?






[image: An earthworm and an ant mound]

Help a sidewalk-stranded worm back into the grass.






[image: A bird statue and a wall with moss and lichen on it, and pineapple weed]

Look on brick walls and stone statues for bright lichen.











Closer Look




Lichen is part fungi and part algae. The two organisms work together to survive harsh conditions.





[image: Lichen growing on pavement]
















Sidewalk Chalk

Keep a couple of chalk sticks in your bag and you’ll be ready for fun wherever you roam on your city walk. You can always find a spot to play hopscotch, but here are some other ideas.


Follow the Leader

Use your chalk to write or draw instructions on a sidewalk or patch of playground pavement for others to follow. For example, write HOP or draw a bunny on one sidewalk square, then write BARK or draw a dog on another. When you’ve covered several squares, ask a friend to do what each square says.


[image: The word jump written in chalk on the sidewalk]



See if you can get people to do what you write: SPIN, LOOK UP, TOUCH YOUR TOES, SMILE, or whatever else you can think of!




[image: The word spin written in chalk on the sidewalk]





Leave a Treasure Map

Find a beautiful city garden, a cool public fountain, a big statue, or some other fun place you think a stranger would like to discover. Go down the block or around the corner from that spot and write START HERE or FOLLOW ME on a sidewalk square. Walk back to the “treasure,” leaving an arrow or note of encouragement every several steps. When you reach your destination, make a big X to mark the spot.


[image: A child writing with chalk on the sidewalk]



[image: Kids following a chalk arrow on the sidewalk]
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