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MOON NEW YORK CITY WALKS



Leave your hotel and head straight to the nicest neighborhoods in town. Discover where to find new restaurants, the best coffee, and locally brewed beer. Local authors share with you only genuine highlights of the city they love. This way you can skip the busy shopping streets and stroll through the city, finding the places where the locals themselves like to go, while visiting a few sights along the way. Savor every second and make your trip a truly feel-good experience.


NEW YORK BOUND!


The Big Apple may be known for its skyscrapers, yellow taxicabs, and famous places such as Times Square, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, and Central Park, but it’s the many diverse neighborhoods—each with their own distinct character and vibe—that make New York such an inspiring city. From historic Brooklyn Heights and trendy SoHo to the Meatpacking District with its vibrant nightlife and creative Williamsburg, NYC has a place that’s perfect for everyone. Want to know the best spots to go in each part of the city? We’ll show you.


ABOUT THIS BOOK


Moon New York City Walks lets you discover the city on foot at your own pace, so you can relax and experience the local lifestyle without having to do a lot of preparation beforehand. Our walks take you to our favorite eateries, bars, museums, galleries, shops, and other notable attractions—places in our city where we ourselves like to visit and that we really enjoy. So who knows, you might even bump into us.




LOCAL


INGRID SCHRAM
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CITY


NEW YORK


WORK & ACTIVITIES


WORKS FOR A TECH COMPANY ON WALL STREET.


Ingrid has been living in New York for years. She loves to show off her city, especially to her family and friends. She’s happiest in Brooklyn, surrounded by green trees and brownstones. On weekends, she loves discovering new restaurants, or you can find her with her husband and dog, Maple, in Brooklyn Bridge Park.








PRACTICAL INFORMATION



The six walks in this book allow you to discover the funnest neighborhoods in the city on foot and at your own pace. The routes will take you past museums and notable attractions, but more importantly, they will show you where to go for good food, drinks, shopping, entertainment, and an overall good time. Check out the map at the front of this book to see which neighborhoods of the city the walks will take you through.


Each walk is clearly indicated on a detailed map at the beginning of each chapter. The map also shows where each place mentioned is located. The color of the number lets you know what type of venue it is (see the key at the bottom of this page). A description of each place is then given later in the chapter.


Without taking into consideration extended stops at any one location, each walk will take a maximum of three hours. The approximate distance is indicated at the top of the page before the walk description.


PRICES


Next to the address and contact details of each location, we give an idea of what you can expect to spend there. Unless otherwise stated, the amount is the average price of a main course. The entrance fees to places of interest are the regular rates; possible reduced rates are not mentioned.


NEW YORK AND ITS FIVE BOROUGHS


New York City consists of five boroughs: the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and Staten Island.
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The Bronx is in the far north of New York City. It’s home to a large Hispanic community, and the neighborhood is known for a lively hip-hop scene. Well-known sights are Yankee Stadium and the New York Botanical Garden.


Brooklyn is quite well-known, and it’s covered extensively in this guide. Originally Brooklyn was an industrial working-class neighborhood. Old warehouses have now been converted into luxury lofts and galleries, and there are many beautiful, classic brownstone homes.


Manhattan is NYC’s most famous borough. It counts 1.6 million inhabitants and bursts with energy. Towering skyscrapers, yellow cabs, and Broadway shows—that’s what you come to see and experience. Manhattan consists of many smaller neighborhoods, which you can explore to the fullest with the walks in this book.
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Queens is the largest borough. It’s not an immediate tourist attraction, but there are certainly fun things to do. You can attend a game at Citi Field, home of the New York Mets, or spend an afternoon walking around Long Island City.


Staten Island is known for its free ferry, from which you can enjoy a beautiful view of the Statue of Liberty. Close to the ferry’s terminal in Manhattan, you can visit the 9/11 Memorial and Museum. And the Empire Outlets are great for shopping.


GOOD TO KNOW


New Yorkers love eating out, perhaps because the average kitchen in a New York City apartment is incredibly small. Whatever the reason, there are nearly 26,000 restaurants to choose from.


Most New Yorkers eat dinner between 7pm and 9pm. You won’t always need reservations, but on weekends and at more popular restaurants, they are recommended. At very popular restaurants you may have to wait awhile for a table. At more upscale restaurants, however, reservations are required for lunch as well as for dinner. When in doubt, call ahead to be sure.


When you receive your bill, you will notice that sales tax has been added. In New York, there is an 8.875 percent tax on all restaurant meals. Since a tip of 18 to 20 percent is expected, a handy rule of thumb is to double the sales tax to know how much to tip. Regardless of the quality of the service, always tip your servers and bartenders—they rely on tips as part of their income. Be aware that if you are with a group of five or more, a 20 percent gratuity is automatically added to the bill in many restaurants. Always read the fine print on the menu and, especially if you are with a large group, check your bill closely to make sure you don’t pay the tip twice.


Also, be aware that most bars and pubs require you to be 21 or older. So bring your ID—you will be asked for it.


Sales tax on clothing and shoes is 4.5 percent, and this is generally not included on the price tag. Other products, such as cosmetics and household items, are subject to an 8.8 percent sales tax. For hotel rooms, tax is 14.75 percent.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


Throughout the year there are some great festivals and events to attend in New York:


St. Patrick’s Day > March 17, parade starts at 44th Street and 5th Avenue, nycstpatricksparade.org


Sakura Matsuri Festival > usually end of April, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, bbg.org


Five Boro Bike Tour > usually beginning of May, a bike tour through New York City’s five boroughs, bike.nyc


NYC Pride March > usually end of June, the world’s largest pride parade, nycpride.org


Macy’s 4th of July Fireworks > July 4, a magical fireworks show and performances by famous artists, macys.com


Tribeca Film Festival > usually in June, America’s most famous film festival founded by Robert de Niro and others, tribecafilm.com


Mermaid Parade > around June 21, at Coney Island in Brooklyn, coneyisland.com


Bric Celebrate Brooklyn Festival > summer, a well-known outdoor art and music festival since 1979, bricartsmedia.org


Central Park Summer Stage > summer, free concerts on summer evenings, Central Park, centralpark.com


Shakespeare in the Park > summer, theater performances during the summer months in Central Park, centralpark.com


San Gennaro festival > September, an Italian-American festival with stalls and many Italian delicacies, sangennaronyc.org


NYC Marathon > November, one of the largest running events in America, nyrr.org


Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade > fourth Thursday of November, parade with floats and balloons, macys.com


PUBLIC HOLIDAYS


The following are official holidays in the United States:


New Year’s Day > January 1st


Martin Luther King Jr. Day > third Monday of January


Presidents’ Day > third Monday of February


Memorial Day > last Monday of May


Juneteenth > June 19


Independence Day > July 4


Labor Day > first Monday of September


Columbus Day > second Monday of October


Veterans Day > November 11


Thanksgiving > fourth Thursday of November


Christmas > December 25


HAVE ANY TIPS?


We’ve put a lot of care into writing this guidebook. Yet shops and restaurants in New York come and go regularly. We do our best to keep the walks and contact details as up to date as possible. However, if despite our best efforts there is a place you can’t find, or if you have any comments or tips about this book, then please let us know. Email us at info@momedia.nl.


[image: image]




TRANSPORTATION


AIRPLANE


The most direct way to travel to and from the airport is by taxi. The ride from John F. Kennedy (JFK) Airport to Manhattan will take you between 40 minutes and one hour, depending on traffic, for an approximate rate of $70 (plus tolls). Rides from JFK to other parts of the city will cost $40–65. If you arrive at Newark Airport in New Jersey, you can also expect it to take 40 minutes to one hour to get into NYC, and the taxi ride will cost you $50–75 (plus tolls). From Manhattan to Newark you pay what is on the meter, plus a surcharge of $17.50. If you’re flying into LaGuardia Airport in Queens, it will take you about 20 to 40 minutes to get into Manhattan and will cost you about $40. Don’t forget to factor in the tip—it is customary to tip taxi drivers 15 to 20 percent.
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A less expensive option is to take a shuttle, such as Go Airlink NYC (www.goairlinkshuttle.com). This will cost between $35 and $45 per person.


Bus M60 will take you from LaGuardia to Manhattan for $2.75. From the Newark airport, you can take the Airtrain to Liberty Station and then transfer to the NJ Transit train. In 45 minutes and for about $16 you’ll be at Penn Station in Midtown. At JFK, take the Airtrain to Howard Beach Station for Subway A, or to Jamaica Station, where the E Line stops.


SUBWAY


Once you are in the city, the fastest way to get around is by subway. It is usually clean and safe, and although shocking acts of violence have made the news in recent years, these incidents are not the norm. To use the subway, you need a MetroCard, available as a single ticket ($2.75), a ride ticket (pay-per-ride), or ticket for a certain period. The ride ticket works with a balance (maximum $80), where you can get free rides if you top up your balance with $10 or more. The period tickets come in two types: the 7-day ticket ($33) and the 30-day ticket ($127). Travel is unlimited during the period of the ticket. Riders cannot share tickets; each person must have a ticket.


Since 2020 you can also use the electronic OMNY payment method—pay contactless via your bank card that’s loaded on your smartphone or wearable device. In this case you pay per ride.


Metro stations have the same name—simply enough—as the street they are on. Some stations have convenient separate entrances for the north (uptown) or south (downtown) trains. At every station, you’ll find a map of the subway and any special service changes. Subway maintenance work usually takes place on weekends. Go to www.mta.info to check for work information and adjusted timetables.


TAXI


There are plenty of taxis in New York. Just raise your hand and one will soon stop for you. Taxis are available when the number on the roof is illuminated. When the words “off duty” are lit up, the driver’s shift is over. If the light is not on, the taxi is occupied. When telling the driver where you want to go, it is helpful to mention the cross streets (for example, 52nd Street, between 1st and 2nd Avenues).


Taxis can accommodate up to four passengers, and the average fare for a 3-mile ride is approximately $18, depending on traffic and time of day. The tip is about $3 or $4, or 15 to 20 percent for a high fare. You can pay cash or with credit card. If you use a credit card, the machine will suggest a tip. When you leave the cab, always ask for the receipt. It has the taxi number on it, which is convenient to have if there is a problem or if you accidentally leave something behind. Of course, you can also use services such as Uber or Lyft in New York.


FERRY


With the NYC Ferry you can take beautiful boat trips to reach your destination. Go to www.ferry.nyc for boarding locations and times.




BIKING


Exploring New York by bike is becoming increasingly more popular. The city continues to create new bike lanes, and more and more New Yorkers have been hopping on the saddle. Despite the heavy traffic, biking is a trend that’s here to stay. The most popular bike routes are through Central Park, over the Brooklyn Bridge Park, along the Hudson River, and through the eastern part of Manhattan. However, in 2020, the bike lane on the Brooklyn Bridge was modified, and unfortunately, it is somewhat narrow. Be sure to bike single file in your lane.


Citi Bike (www.citibikenyc.com) is New York’s bike share program. There are hundreds of stations around the city where you can borrow a bike. After you’re done, simply return it for the next person to use. You can do this for a short 30-minute ride ($4.50), but you can also opt for a 24-hour pass ($19). Don’t forget you must park your bike every 30 minutes—you can then simply reactivate it for as long as you have paid. For a long ride, it is better to rent through a bike rental or bike store (approx. $18–25 for two hours). Reserve a bike or tour online in advance, for example at bikerent.nyc.
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Need some peace and quiet in this city that never sleeps? Take a bike ride along the Hudson River. Start in the West Village at Waterfront Bicycle Shop (www.bikeshopny.com) or book a tour through Rolling Orange Bike Tours (rollingorangebikes.com).


Traffic in New York can be particularly chaotic. Bike lanes are usually on the left-hand side of the road and sometimes continue on the opposite side of the street. Not all drivers are accustomed to the massive increase in bicycle traffic, so always remain alert and don’t forget to rent a helmet. The most important traffic rules to remember are that pedestrians have the right of way, riding on the sidewalk is not allowed, cyclists must ride in the same direction as traffic, and traffic lights and signs apply to bikes the same way they do to cars. Traffic rules are strictly enforced, and the fines for breaking them are hefty. You can find more information on biking in New York at www.nycgo.com/articles/nyc-biking-map-itineraries.





TOP 10: ART & CULTURE



1   Enjoy modern art at MoMA > here


2   Be amazed at the stunning Grand Central Terminal > here


3   Admire the mural Mona Lisa of Williamsburg > here


4   See art from the 20th and 21st centuries at the Whitney > here


5   Visit the classical Metropolitan Museum of Art > here


6   See St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the heart of the city > here


7   Admire modern art at the Guggenheim Museum > here


8   View the Bushwick Collective murals > here


9   Visit the impressive New York Public Library > here


10 See old subway cars at the New York Transit Museum > here



TOP 10: RESTAURANTS



1   Have dinner at the luxurious marina at P. J. Clarke’s > here


2   Go back in time at Clark’s Diner > here


3   Enjoy delicious Italian food at Oregano > here


4   Have Greek food in an old printshop at Kiki’s > here


5   Brunch with a view of Central Park at Robert > here


6   See and be seen on the terrace of The Dutch > here


7   Enjoy authentic tacos and atmosphere at Jajaja > here


8   Dinner with a view of the Brooklyn Bridge at Restaurant Fulton > here


9   Tapas and Spanish delights at Mercado Little Spain > here


10 Fiat Café in SoHo is for lovers of Italy > here



TOP 10: NIGHT OUT



1   Enjoy cocktails and the view at Bar Blondeau > here


2   A rooftop in the heart of Manhattan, ART NoMad > here


3   Hear great bands at Arlene’s Grocery > here


4   Catch a show at the iconic Apollo > here


5   Go to a concert at the Music Hall of Williamsburg > here


6   Enjoy classical music at Lincoln Center > here


7   Step into a bygone jazz era at Bill’s Place > here


8   See a show at Radio City Music Hall > here


9   Go to a concert at the iconic Carnegie Hall > here


10 See a movie at Nitehawk Cinema > here



TOP 10: LOW-KEY ACTIVITIES



1   Breakfast at The Butcher’s Daughter > here


2   See the view of Manhattan from Domino Park > here


3   Have brunch in a fairy-tale garden at Ladurée > here


4   Walk to Bethesda Fountain & Terrace > here


5   Enjoy an afternoon tea at Alice’s Tea Cup > here


6   Stroll the former railroad line The High Line > here


7   Take a walk around beautiful Governors Island > here


8   Tuck into a chocolate chip cookie at Levain Bakery > here


9   Indulge in pies at Pies ‘n’ Thighs > here


10 Visit the lovely Prospect Park in Brooklyn > here





WALK 1



UNION SQUARE, TIMES SQUARE & MIDTOWN


ABOUT THE WALK


This walk emphasizes art and culture. It will take you past MoMA and the Museum of Arts and Design, and you can admire the unique architecture of Grand Central Terminal. For those who love shopping, there is the upscale 5th Avenue—a true shoppers’ paradise. Be aware that it can get very busy around Times Square, with its theaters and popular retail stores. It is somewhat calmer on weekdays, except at lunchtime.
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