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TEN WAYS TO ESCAPE THE TEXAS SUN


DFW LIKE A LOCAL


[image: image] Recently, the folks at NASA released a satellite photo of Dallas-Fort Worth. From outer space, DFW looks like a colossal nebula. From ground level, that’s what DFW is, too: Grandly sprawling but anchored by distinct communities, DFW is made up of several individual stars that shine brightly on their own; yet, taken as a whole, they form one giant light. Considering the grandness of the region and the variety of what it has to offer, such a metaphor is essential. How else can one describe a place large enough to make room for its cowpoke tradition and its globalist future?


In Dallas, for example, you’ll find honky-tonks right next door to alternative music venues. Just to the west, denizens of Fort Worth might dine on a humble chicken-fried steak in the old Stockyards, then hustle downtown afterward to see the opera at the resplendent Bass Hall. You want rodeos? We’ve got them. You want shopping worthy of Rodeo Drive? We’ve got that, too.


Both towns overflow with variety, and such symbiotic fusing of disparate cultures is what sets DFW apart. What this means for a visitor is being ready for tradition and surprise—you’d better bring your blue jeans and your little black dress. No matter where you choose to wear them, you’ll find things in DFW are bright indeed.
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Downtown Dallas





Downtown Dallas


Anchored by a cluster of skyscrapers, the central part of Dallas is where you’ll find all the perks of the big city, along with a number of historical sights. Downtown Dallas also encompasses the Arts District, home of world-class visual and performing arts, alongside the more laid-back, historic West End.


Uptown Dallas


The denizens of Uptown tend to fall into three categories: gay, upwardly mobile, or some combination of the two. This is a part of town where you’re most likely to find the trendiest food, clothes, drinks, and entertainment. Some of it is quite charming, especially the older high- and mid-rise apartments you’ll find flanking lush Turtle Creek and the bars and clubs that make up the “gayborhood” off Oak Lawn Avenue. Other parts are a bit plastic, though with all the amenities and the high concentration of fancy joints, it’s hard to complain.


Park Cities


Butting up against the busy concrete bustle of Uptown and the vibrant Oak Lawn party scene, Park Cities is an opulent oasis of giant houses, Lexus SUVs, and exclusive shopping centers (and the home of former president George W. Bush). This is the best place to go if you need the latest Chanel bag or a unique (and probably expensive) gift.


Greenville


Lower Greenville Avenue is the central artery that connects the patchwork of neighborhoods and aesthetics that make up this area. On the southeastern end of the street, you’ll find the outer edges of Lakewood, which is populated by an improbable combination of yuppies and hipsters, lured by beautiful older houses and bungalows. They are also lured by their proximity to the heart of Lower Greenville, long a raucous, popular destination for nightlife, dining, and shopping, although lately it’s suffered a downturn.


East Dallas


East Dallas has almost always been the bastion of Dallas’s funky, edgy population. Shaded by tons of old oak trees, the neighborhoods here are charming and old-school, though there are definitely some rough edges. Deep Ellum—long the epicenter of Dallas’s music scene—is perhaps the most well-known neighborhood here, with its low-slung redbrick clubs, restaurants, and shops, but hipster Expo Park and the more family-oriented Lakewood have plenty of shopping, food, and entertainment to offer.


South Dallas


Long a troubled, blighted area, South Dallas has experienced quite a renaissance lately. Fine-dining establishments now stand where crumbling warehouses once did, and a number of old hotels and structures have been rehabbed into new, hip watering holes and down-home restaurants, with stunning views of the downtown skyline and the surrounding refurbished homes. The Bishop Arts area is particularly hopping, especially on weekend nights when young revelers, queer folks, and hip families stroll the streets and peer into the cute, unique boutiques before grabbing dinner.


Greater Dallas


Irving, Grand Prairie, Plano, Frisco—the greater Dallas area contains many a suburb and “mid-city,” as the towns between Fort Worth and Dallas are known. Usually rivals, citizens of both Dallas and Fort Worth used to agree on one thing: their mutual disdain for the greater Dallas area and its “boring” suburban feel. Nowadays, however, as these small cities continue to grow and make a name for themselves, city dwellers actually view them as sports, food, recreation, and shopping destinations.


Downtown Fort Worth
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Downtown Fort Worth





It’s almost hard to swallow, but downtown Fort Worth just might be giving the Stockyards district a run for its money when it comes to attracting revelers, at least on weekends, when the streets come alive with partiers, shoppers, diners, and music lovers. The center of all the activity is about 20 square blocks of renovated, refurbished, and renewed city center called Sundance Square.
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Bass Hall at Sundance Square, Fort Worth





TCU and Vicinity


The acres upon hilly acres upon which stately Texas Christian University now sits were once the hinterland. Now, they’re prime real estate, just down the road from the Cultural District and minutes from downtown. Yet, thanks to the university, the area has its own distinct personality: The crisp, green lawns of the school, the lights of a new football stadium, and a good concentration of clubs, bars, and hangouts lend the neighborhood a perpetually collegiate air.


West Side Fort Worth


In many ways, Western Fort Worth is the heart of the city. Many year-round activities and festivals take place in this section of town, and this is the part where culture reigns supreme, be it in the form of world-renowned museums or a wide variety of food and shopping. Most recently, the area around Foch Street and West 7th Avenue has erupted with life; where there once sat tepidly design 1970s buildings, old leathercraft warehouses, and boring offices, now you’ll find bars, restaurants, and boutiques.


Greater Fort Worth


No other part of town reflects Fort Worth’s history more genuinely than in the North Side Forth Worth area, which embraces the Fort Worth Stockyards National Historic District. The Stockyards continue to maintain old traditions with wooden sidewalks, brick streets, and a daily, real-live cattle drive that attracts tourists and locals alike. Glen Rose and Grapevine are beautiful, full of nature, country air, and fun activities. Arlington is the ultimate mid-city, made up of mostly concrete and gargantuan-scale tourist attractions, which happen to be some of the best in the world, including the Dallas Cowboys Stadium.
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the Dallas Arboretum on a foggy morning





WHEN TO GO


North Texas is at its best during autumn. This time of year, the prairie’s ample, mature oak, maple, and pecan trees blaze with color, and the smell of burning mesquite logs fills the air as the weather gets colder. Fall also marks the beginning of football season. It may sound silly to the uninitiated, but the sport lends the air an extra crackle as high school, college, and pro teams kick off their seasons. The weather is generally crisp but comfortable. Spring is also a lovely time here. Moderate temperatures and the hint of summer in the air encourage outdoor activities and several open-air festivals. Many visitors love the mild winters, but the leafless trees and dead grass come off as somewhat stark. Most of all, however, make all attempts to avoid the scorching heat of summer if you can.
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autumn in Dallas






Explore Dallas & Fort Worth



THE TWO-DAY BEST OF DALLAS AND FORT WORTH


Day 1: Dallas


3 Start your day off with a genuine down-home breakfast at the AllGood Café in the heart of historic Deep Ellum (you’re going to need some energy for the activities ahead, so consider the chicken-fried steak and egg breakfast).


3 Head down to the official Dallas Visitors Information Center at the Old Red Museum and grab some maps and tourist information, then pop upstairs to orient yourself with a tour of the museum’s History of Dallas County exhibit. The folks at the museum are extremely knowledgeable and friendly—this is the place to stock up on Dallas details before heading out. This is also a good spot to ask directions to get to your next stop, the Arts District (it’s also downtown, but a bit of a walk, so consider taking a Dallas Area Rapid Transit train).


3 The Arts District will present you with several stellar choices. You probably won’t be able to hit them all, so a good two-for-one option would be to see the Dallas Museum of Art and the Nasher Sculpture Center, which are adjacent to each other. While you can pay separately to enter either, combination tickets are available at discount prices at both the DMA and Nasher box offices. Another good choice is the Trammell and Margaret Crow Collection of Asian Art, which is free.


3 You’ll be tempted to stay in the Arts District for the remainder of the afternoon, and if that’s your choice, grab a quick bite from one of the many food trucks lolling about, or for a big midday splurge, try Stephan Pyles—a popular spot just down the street.


3 Should you choose to move on, a true Dallas experience awaits: Lunch at The Zodiac restaurant in the Neiman Marcus flagship store at the corner of Main and Ervay Streets. Make sure you work up an appetite by perusing the legendary racks of couture beforehand.
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the Nasher Sculpture Center









TEN WAYS TO ESCAPE THE TEXAS SUN
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the air-conditioned Galleria Dallas





• Head to one of the best malls in America, the Galleria Dallas, and hit up the indoor ice skating rink.


• Take a dip in the pool at QuikTrip Park, home of Independent Baseball’s pro team the Grand Prairie AirHogs. Just behind the outfield, the pool allows you to see the action and stay cool.


• Get soaked at Six Flags Hurricane Harbor—one of the biggest water parks in the country. Or check out the indoor water park at Great Wolf Lodge.


• North Texas is full of lakes, and recreation at them ranges from skinny-dipping to Jet Skiing. One of the biggest is Lake Texoma, about an hour-and-half drive north of the Metroplex.


• Catching a flick at one of the many movie taverns in the area is a great way to soak up a few hours of air-conditioning—and a pitcher or two of beer. Try one of Fort Worth’s several Movie Tavern locations or Dallas’s Angelika Film Center, The Inwood Theatre, or The Texas Theatre (yes, that’s the one of Lee Harvey Oswald fame). In addition, both Dallas and Fort Worth boast dark, state-of-the-art IMAX theaters. Dallas’s can be found at the Museum of Science and Nature in Fair Park; Fort Worth’s is in the Natural History Museum.


• The rooftop pool at the Joule Hotel is cool in all senses of the word. Its eye-catching design makes it the hippest soak in town.


• While the outdoor habitats may not escape the sun, the indoor penguin exhibit at the Fort Worth Zoo provides a fun educational respite that kids and adults both enjoy.


• Three words: Joe T.’s margarita.


• Rent a kayak or canoe from storied Fort Worth outdoor outfitter Backwoods and cruise around the West Fork or Clear Fork of the Trinity River. A bigger challenge: standup paddleboards (and lessons), available for rental from Aloha Paddleboards.





3 If your legs are up for more exploring, Dealey Plaza and the Sixth Floor Museum—the site of the John F. Kennedy assassination—are just a few blocks away.


3 A 15-minute car ride from downtown, the Bishop Arts District is a low-key way to top off your day. Stroll along the picturesque, historic block until you reach Tillman’s Roadhouse, where a blood orange margarita awaits. If you like a gussied-up roadhouse atmosphere, stick around for dinner. If not, Bishop Arts presents tons of dining options.


Day 2: Fort Worth


3 First, you must indulge in Paris Coffee Shop’s Texas-size breakfast. Then, get thee straight to the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, and give thyself plenty of time to appreciate this amazing building and its world-class collection of post–World War II paintings, sculpture, video, and mixed media works.


3 The next stop is that other world-famous museum, The Kimbell Art Museum, whose Louis Kahn–designed walls just happen also to house one of the best museum restaurants in the country. Take a break and eat here, or send someone in your party up the street to pick up some Kincaid’s burgers for a picnic on the lovely grassy park next to the Kimbell’s reflecting pool.


3 Then it’s off for an afternoon of Old West history in the Stockyards. Make sure you get there in time for the Fort Worth Herd cattle drive, after which you can stroll the wooden sidewalks and see the sights.


3 Shop for souvenirs, boots, hats, and belt buckles at places like M. L. Leddy’s. Next, shake the dust off your boots and hunker down over a cold one at the White Elephant Saloon or Booger Red’s before moving on to check out the Exchange building, where ranchers once haggled over the price of steer.


3 Hit up Cattlemen’s Steakhouse for a big slab of Texas beef—don’t worry, you’ll dance it off at Billy Bob’s Texas, the world’s biggest honky-tonk, just down the road.


3 If boot scooting isn’t your thing, head downtown and grab a drink or dinner on the rooftop at one of Fort Worth’s most popular restaurants, the always-buzzing Reata, which overlooks Sundance Square.


3 From there, choose from any number of entertainment options, from the casual and understated (a brew or two at the Flying Saucer) to the swank (jazz and cocktails at Scat Jazz Lounge) to the fancy (a performance at Bass Hall).




[image: Image]


Billy Bob’s Texas







DFW LIKE A LOCAL


Peppering your visit with some local treasures is the best way to experience true richness of the area.


SIGHTS AND RECREATION


You know how in most cities, the locals don’t really go to their own art museums unless they’re showing around an out-of-towner? Well, Fort Worthers soak up music, great food, and art (of course) at the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth (aka The Modern) a lot.


Cowboys, socialites, and regular ol’ folks comingle at the annual Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo, one of the area’s best tradition.


Fort Worth’s pride as the host of the storied Van Cliburn International Piano Competition lands beyond the upper end of the scale.


The DFW GLBT community turns out for its annual Pride celebration in droves, of course, but everyone knows the real party’s at the Cedar Springs Halloween Parade, when tens of thousands of costumed souls take to the streets of the “gayborhood.”


The Fort Worth Cats baseball team has a long history—and with seats as cheap as four bucks, you can be a part of it too.


FOOD


Locals know that The AllGood Café’s chicken-fried steak is the platonic ideal of that particular dish, enhanced by the AllGood’s cute, Texas-centric decor.


Kathleen’s Sky Diner, known for its inventive take on upscale diner cuisine, is a Lovers Lane favorite, especially on Sunday nights, when entrées are half off.


Mama Faye’s BBQ will stay on your mind months after your visit. Your mouth will still water at the thought of their brisket.


The garlicky crust and perfect sauce at Mama’s Pizza has brought Fort Worth diners back since 1968 (it now offers franchises, so stick to the original West Side location).


Once a local secret, Fuel City Tacos have been touted by the likes of CNN and other national media. That doesn’t keep hungry Dallasites from going back.


Tim Love’s Love Shack provides the very Fort Worthian experience of eating a greasy, yet gourmet, burger smack in the middle of the Stockyards.


NIGHTLIFE


The fantastically high ceilings and art deco environs of The T&P Tavern, housed in a former train station, provide an impressive yet casual spot in which to quaff local beers.


Looking to embarrass yourself in front of strangers and friends? Karaoke at the friendly dive bar The Goat is the perfect place to do so.


More mellow than most of the other entertainment districts in the area, the Bishop Arts neighborhood is all redbrick charm, good food, and grown-up bars.


The Granada Theater remains a reliable go-to for an eclectic lineup of live music, ranging from big local bands to national faves.
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Fuel City Tacos











SIGHTS



HIGHLIGHTS


Downtown Dallas


Uptown Dallas


Park Cities


East Dallas


South Dallas


Greater Dallas


Downtown Fort Worth


TCU and Vicinity


West Side Fort Worth


Greater Fort Worth


Even though together they form an anchor for the cultural world of the South and Southwest—and, in some ways, for much of the country—Dallas and Fort Worth maintain very separate identities. Dallas, for instance, has catapulted itself into the world-class tier with dazzling speed, after years of being construed as “not quite there,” and now the downtown Arts District, home to the Dallas Museum of Art, the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center, the Trammell and Margaret Crow Collection of Asian Art, and the 10-acre AT&T Performing Arts Center, has evolved into a cultural powerhouse. Fort Worth, meantime, has built up a world-class reputation in a quieter way. On one end of Fort Worth’s cultural spectrum is the international cachet of the Kimbell Art Museum; the other is manned by cowboys and rodeo queens.


There’s history here, too, in both towns. The area’s rich and sometimes strange past is reflected in its refurbished art deco buildings, Fort Worth’s storied Stockyards, humble gravestones, and soaring towers. Sadly, much of that history centers on the somber Dallas block where President John F. Kennedy was shot and killed. But happier sights abound, too—such as Reunion Tower, one of downtown Dallas’s most famous landmarks.


Whether you want lofty views or a piece of down-home history, DFW boasts many locations to seek out and enjoy. The sights you see during your visit will demonstrate a unique type of Texas spirit: entrepreneurial, generous, sometimes failing, sometimes peculiar, but always striving for the best, and always proud.
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HIGHLIGHTS


LOOK FOR M TO FIND RECOMMENDED SIGHTS.
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the bronze cattle at Pioneer Plaza, by sculptor Robert Summers of Glen Rose, Texas





M Best Free Excursion: The Dallas Museum of Art is worth the price of admission, but if you’re on a budget, check it out Thursday 5–9 P.M., when it’s free to enter (click here).


M Best Way to Wear Your Kids Out: It’s a touch pricey, but the Dallas World Aquarium will thrill the young ’uns with its amazing indoor jungle habitat. By the end of the tour even moms and pops will be tuckered out (click here).


M Best Contemplation Spot: Turrell’s skyscape at the Nasher Sculpture Center fosters a quiet, meditative feel. It’s blissfully quiet as multicolored pastel lights slowly brighten and fade like the sun (click here).


M Best Use of Fake Livestock: The dozens of bronze cattle that make up the herd at Dallas’s Pioneer Plaza may not be historically accurate (there was never a lot of cattle driving through Dallas), but they sum up the cowboy spirit of North Texas (click here).


M Best Place to Catch Your Breath: The Kimbell Art Museum is known as much for its architecture as for the art inside. The northern exterior features a portico and reflecting pool that open out onto a grassy area flanked by holly trees. On a sunny day, the effect is wondrous (click here).


M Best Museum: For the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Japanese architect Tadeo Ando designed a contemporary cathedral to house one of the best collections of post–World War II art in the world. Don’t even think about skipping it (click here).


M Best Gift Shop: The National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame’s first-floor shop is filled with kitschy items like “Bronco Babes” lunch boxes, boot-leather purses, and retro belt buckles. Just don’t spend all your time there—you’ll want to peruse the museum’s many interactive exhibits that celebrate the lives of feisty Western women (click here).


M Best Use of Real Livestock: Get a taste of the Old West by checking out the Fort Worth Herd and the world’s only twice-daily cattle drive, in the Fort Worth Stockyards National Historic District (click here).









	
Downtown Dallas


	Map 1 (tap here)







M DALLAS MUSEUM OF ART


1717 N. Harwood, 214/922-1803, www.dallasmuseumofart.org


HOURS: Fri.–Wed. 11 A.M.–5 P.M., Thurs. 11 A.M.–9 P.M., third Fri. of every month, 11 A.M.–midnight


COST: $10 adult, $7 senior and military, $5 student, free children under 11


The Dallas Museum of Art was founded in 1903, and it has taken about 100 years for it to pull itself out of its status as a second-tier art institution and into world-class territory. The museum’s first giant leap occurred in 1984 when it finally found a permanent home on Harwood Street, where it has anchored the Arts District ever since. The 2005 acquisition of major contemporary works from three prominent collectors cemented the transition to the top tier, as have fantastic choices when it comes to traveling exhibits.


The aforementioned 2005 procurement of 800 works (along with rights to future acquisitions) bolstered a decent permanent collection, which is divided along both temporal and geographic lines. Art from Europe includes all the notable names—Picasso, Monet, Matisse, Degas, etc.—while the American collection features Andrew and N. C Wyeth, Sargent, Hopper, and O’Keeffe, among others. The countries overlap in the contemporary collection’s works from Jasper Johns, Donald Judd, Matthew Barney, and an increasingly significant collection of German artist Sigmar Polke.


Two collections stand out as unique. First, the varied pieces of ancient indigenous and traditional art that comprise the Art of the Americas are stunningly comprehensive. The second, the Wendy & Emery Reves Collection, is notable more for its peculiarity. The collection is presented in a separate upstairs gallery that re-creates the living room of the Reves’ good friend Coco Chanel, complete with priceless paintings by Toulouse-Lautrec, Cézanne, and Monet, among many other masterworks.




IF YOU RENOVATE IT, THEY WILL COME


The architecture of downtown Dallas has never exactly wowed. In the modern era, the general philosophy among those who have erected new buildings has been, “Get some glass and some steel. Now go up.” And sadly, this town exhibits few qualms about tearing down the more interesting edifices. (Example: The amazing, mid-century Dallas Statler Hilton, where Tina Turner snuck away from her then-husband Ike in 1976, teetered on the edge of extinction until 2011, when a developer purchased it and promised to return it to its old glory.)


But there are still some gems to be seen. A few years ago, developers gobbled up several notable buildings in various states of disrepair, gussied them up, and converted them into fashionable mixed-use retail/residential lofts. The buildings now hum with activity and life, and their unique architectural features make for a fun subject of study on a quick lunch break or a leisurely walk. Here are four within a few blocks of each other to get you started:


Built in 1916 as a terminal for several local railways, the nine-story Interurban Building’s architectural details evoke the Chicago School.


In the early 2000s, renovators began restoring the lobby of the 100-year-old Dallas Power and Light building. Removal of seven layers of drywall revealed long-forgotten walls of onyx-colored marble, now the gleaming signature of the cavernous lobby. Further work inside and outside restored this prime example of gorgeous, gleaming art deco to its original glory.


Built in 1913 at the behest of beer baron Adolphus Busch as a companion to his hotel across the street, the Kirby Building is a stately nod to old-school Gothicism, right down (or up) to the rooftop gargoyles that guard the “Old Girl,” as the building is known.


The mid-century Republic Center is actually two buildings: a 50-story former office and a 32-story building capped by a 150-foot spire. Both buildings are covered in a unique facade made of interlocking aluminum plates. It definitely stands out.





The museum houses two restaurants: the upscale Seventeen-Seventeen and the more casual Atrium Café. Different types of tours are available, including recorded or docent-led, for groups of any size. The GTE Collections Information Center, where visitors can download and print out information on the museum’s works, is also a handy way to get to know the collection.


M DALLAS WORLD AQUARIUM


1801 N. Griffin St., 214/720-2224, www.dwazoo.com


HOURS: Daily 9 A.M.–5 P.M.


COST: $20.95 adult, $16.95 senior, $12.95 youth, free under 2


“Aquarium” might not be quite accurate: A multistory venue densely packed with flora and fauna, the main space at the Dallas World Aquarium is more like a mini-ecosystem, and it provides one of the most vivid and intimate zoological experiences available. At roughly $20 per adult, this sucker had better deliver, and it does: Visitors wend their way through a verdant multilevel exhibit, gazing up as exotic birds whiz by the 30-foot waterfall, then gasping at eye-level amazements like crocodiles, stingrays, and tree sloths. The habitat provides up-close encounters with creatures large (panthers) and small (spiders, snakes, and lizards) and splinters off into side rooms, with individual aquariums devoted to different reef ecosystems from throughout the world. The reefs are a treat, full of colorful, exotic fish and strange sea creatures, but they are only a warm-up for the pièce de résistance: a 22,000-gallon overhead tank filled with sharks, manatees, and other creatures of the deep.


M NASHER SCULPTURE CENTER


2001 Flora St., 214/242-5100, www.nashersculpturecenter.org


HOURS: Tues.–Sun. 11 A.M.–5 P.M.


COST: $10 adult, $7 senior and military, $5 student, free under 12, free first Sat. of each month, 10 A.M.–5 P.M.; free students and teachers Thurs., 5 P.M.–9 P.M.; joint ticket with Dallas Museum of Art $16 adult, $12 senior, $8 student
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Nasher Sculpture Center





Intended not just as a museum but as an artistic oasis amid the hustle and bustle of downtown, the Nasher Sculpture Center was designed by Renzo Piano as an open, airy, inviting space. With its five parallel stone walls and unique “roofless” design that allows indirect light to filter in from above, the building itself could be considered a sculpture. Piano collaborated with landscape architect Peter Walker to create a seamless transition from the airy inner space to the verdant outdoor area, the museum’s centerpiece. Unfortunately, while the building and grounds themselves are striking, both the temporary exhibits and permanent collection often lean toward the stale, despite being peppered with de Koonings, Picassos, and Rodins. Some of the enormous outdoor sculpture collection feel dated, too, but it’s definitely worth the price of admission to take a soothing stroll among the giant works, topped off by a bit of contemplation at the James Turrell skyspace.


A good way to check out the Nasher is to buy the Dallas Museum of Art/Nasher combination ticket, which offers a discounted price, or to attend the lovely Saturday Night in the City events, during which the museum stays open past dark and holds a party favored by the well-heeled and artsy alike.


OLD RED MUSEUM


100 S. Houston St., 214/745-1100, www.oldred.org


HOURS: Daily 9 A.M.–5 P.M.


COST: $8 adult, $6 senior, $5 child


Long lying comatose and forgotten at the western base of downtown, Old Red finally started getting some attention a few years back and has been refurbished to its Romanesque Revival glory. Outside, the blazing red-colored limestone and signature turrets make this former Dallas County Courthouse immediately recognizable. Inside, a dramatic staircase leads to the second floor, which houses a museum recounting the history of Dallas County. Old Red also serves as home base for the Dallas Visitors Information Center, where you’ll find maps, brochures, pamphlets, and a friendly staff ready to help you make the best of your trip.
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The Old Red Museum is housed in the former Dallas County Courthouse.





M PIONEER PLAZA/PIONEER PARK AND CEMETERY


1428 Young St., www.dallasparks.org


HOURS: Daily 24 hours


The dramatically defining feature of this park consists of 49 bronze cattle, each weighing well over half a ton, herded by three bronze cowboys on horseback. The four-acre park in which sculptor and native Texan Robert Summers crafted this extraordinary sculpture (installed in stages between 1993 and 2008) sits smack in the middle of the asphalt-encrusted environs surrounding the Dallas Convention Center, and the juxtaposition of rugged cowboy drama and modern concrete jungle proves striking. (Be forewarned: Tourists often are tempted to ignore the signs reminding them not to sit on the cattle; the Texas sun heats those bronze statues as hot as a skillet, so those who disobey are karmically rewarded with a set of scalded inner thighs. They would be well advised to cool off in the man-made waterfall and stream that also make up part of the park.)


The cattle drive understandably overshadows the second feature of interest here, but the adjacent Pioneer Cemetery commands attention on its own. The shade of the tree-lined graveyard provides a welcome respite after the sun-drenched plaza, and visitors strolling through the spot will find graves and memorials of many of Dallas’s founding families, plus heroes from the Texas Revolution. The Confederate Memorial, a 60-foot obelisk bedecked with all sorts of ornate words and imagery, lords over the southeast corner of the site.


REUNION TOWER


300 W. Reunion Blvd., 214/741-5560, www.reuniontower.com


HOURS: Sun.–Thurs. 10 A.M.–10 P.M., Fri.–Sat. 9 A.M.–6 P.M.


COST: $2 adult, $1 child


Sometimes not-so-endearingly called “the Dallas phallus,” this recognizable piece of the Dallas skyline has been taking locals and visitors alike to new heights since 1978. Standing around 560 feet high, the tower doesn’t consist of much: Three concrete shafts hold elevators that ferry visitors to the top of the tower (a fourth is for mechanical storage), which is a ball-shaped giant geodesic dome ensconced in a network of flashing lights.


The ball holds three levels. The revolving restaurant Antares once comprised the entire second floor, but a two-year renovation has combined it with the third-floor lounge; now, the new restaurant, called Fifty-Six, is helmed by none other than Wolfgang Puck. The first floor consists of an observation deck that provides the city’s best views of Dallas, Fort Worth, and the surrounding environs.


SIXTH FLOOR MUSEUM/JFK SITE/DEALEY PLAZA


411 Elm St., 214/747-6660, www.jfk.org


HOURS: Tues.–Sun. 10 A.M.–6 P.M., Mon. noon–6 P.M.




[image: Image]


Reunion Tower





COST: $13.50 adult, $12.50 youth, $7 senior, free under 5


It’s often a startling moment for visitors when they first encounter the nexus of Houston and Elm Streets, the location where President John F. Kennedy was shot to death on November 22, 1963. Suddenly, the black-and-white images familiar to so many of us change to color, and the Abraham Zapruder film comes to life. The sadly well-known panorama is all there: the grassy knoll, the triple underpass, and, of course, the Texas School Book Depository, from which the shots that killed Kennedy were fired by depository employee Lee Harvey Oswald (at least, according to some witnesses and the Warren Commission).


The Texas School Book Depository actually sits in the middle of what was, pre-1963, already a historic site. Named after Dallas Morning News founder George Dealey, the parklike area commemorated both its namesake and the city’s founder, John Neely Bryan, who had established his pioneer outpost on the spot in 1841. The area’s open-air Bryan Colonnade (upon which Zapruder stood to film the motorcade) was built, along with other additions, as part of a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project during Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency.






I. M. PEI’S GIANT “OOPS”: DALLAS CITY HALL


[image: Image]


Dallas City Hall





World-renowned architect I.M. Pei has designed several lauded buildings in Dallas: His Fountain Place skyscraper (1445 Ross Ave.), for instance, is a modern, eye-bending, downtown beauty that soars to the sky amid an oasis of frothy fountains. His Meyerson Symphony Center (2301 Flora St.) wonderfully fuses geometric shapes, with curves and right angles somehow nestling together in beautiful symmetry. The three triangles that form his Energy Plaza skyscraper (1601 Bryan St.) pose a striking figure in the middle of downtown.


But his Dallas City Hall design at 1500 Marilla St.? Ugh. Clearly, it is an ambitious design: The base of the wedge-shaped building—planned and built in the ’70s—is much thinner than its top. The downtown-facing facade juts out sharply at 34 degrees, top-down, in an intimidating way over the “buffer zone” that separates the building from the closest street. The design was meant to be democratic and accessible, but, frankly, it’s weird and also a pain in the butt (if you park on the street, it takes forever to walk across the buffer zone to actually reach the front doors). It’s a menacing effect, futuristic and secretive—no wonder it was used in the movie RoboCop and in the TV show Lois and Clark (both times as headquarters for monolithic supercorporations). The Dallas Morning News City Hall blog called the building “a big doorstop balanced precariously on its tip,” and commenters agreed with the disparagement, saying it looked more like “a manure spreader” or even “a punishment to all the senses.”


The sad thing is, in theory, Pei’s idea was a good one. The angled design helps keep the blazing Texas sun out of the windows, and the dramatic top-heavy sight line instills a sense of awe—how are the higher floors supported?


But even the $70 million it took to build the thing couldn’t save it. Which, of course, is all the more reason to go see it: How often do you get to see a mistake on such a scale? It may be a failure, but true to Texas form, at least it’s a gargantuan one.







TAKE A TOUR


The nonprofit Dallas Historical Society’s (3939 Grand Ave., 214/421-7500, www.dallashistory.org, call for schedule and a availability) tours are an excellent resource for discovering the city’s overt charm as well as its hidden secrets. The knowledgeable and friendly Dallas-philes who lead the tours prove better ambassadors than the Chamber of Commerce, especially when it comes to the more eclectic aspects of Dallas’s past.


The DHS’s wide variety of tour offerings reflects that eclecticism. While the group offers a number of comprehensive tours that provide a historical overview, the best ones are more focused on specific aspects or themes of Dallas history, small windows of time, or singular events that helped define the larger picture of the city’s past. Some suggestions:


The Extreme Dallas Tour gets to the nitty-gritty, underground details of Dallas’s past. The tour visits things like the Pennsylvania Railroad engine that led the Robert F. Kennedy funeral procession in 1968, which is housed here, plus numerous other little secrets like the United States’ art deco monument.


Music fans should check out the Deep Ellum Walking Tour, during which visitors stroll the very red brick roads that scores of jazz and blues legends like Blind Lemon Jefferson and Robert Johnson traveled. Tour guide Marc Traynor knows his stuff, and he points out old speakeasies amid new clubs, and hidden points of origin of today’s bohemian Deep Ellum.


Alternative history buffs will be especially interested in the Historic Oak Cliff Tour. Separated from much of Dallas by the Trinity River and, for many years, along racial lines, Oak Cliff has always enjoyed its own flavor, much of it thanks to its distinct racial and cultural mix. Its contributions to Dallas’s past are just as varied: Bonnie and Clyde once ran here, near where Lee Harvey Oswald lived and hid after allegedly shooting the president, down the road from the site of where the 7-Eleven empire was born.


Speaking of Oswald, perhaps the most popular tour, Retracing the Steps of Lee Harvey Oswald, is a chilling excursion that follows Oswald’s route the day of the Kennedy assassination, including the Texas Theatre, as well as stops at his boardinghouse and other points of interest.





For decades after the assassination, Dealey Plaza and the Texas School Book Depository saw very little in the way of official commemoration of such a world-changing event. The primary source of information about the assassination, in fact, was the handful of conspiracy theorists who gathered there daily and who still mill about near the grassy knoll today. Some of these are charlatans, hoping to hawk a few brochures, books, or videotapes. Others are genuinely passionate and knowledgeable about the subject. Still others, like Robert Groden—who is responsible for painting the white “Xs” that mark the exact spot on Elm Street where the assassin’s bullets found their mark—are a little of both.


When the School Book Depository company moved out of the building in 1970, Dallas didn’t quite know what to do with the place. Many Dallasites called for the building’s destruction, citing it as a painful reminder. That same year, the city took a huge step toward officially recognizing the assassination by unveiling the Philip Johnson–designed Kennedy Memorial. Consisting of 50-foot-high marble slabs that partially enclose a contemplation area, the structure is meant, according to the architect, “not as a memorial to the pain and sorrow of death,” but as “a permanent tribute to the joy and excitement of one man’s life.”


The depository changed hands for several years, almost succumbing to an arsonist’s fire in 1972, until Dallas County acquired the building in 1977. The Dallas County Commission used the bottom five floors as office space; the sixth and seventh floors remained empty.


Finally, in 1989, the Sixth Floor Museum opened, and Dallas began to come to terms with its place in a dark day in history. The museum does an excellent job of easing visitors toward a rather macabre ending—the sniper’s nest, re-created with boxes positioned as they were on the day of the assassination. Much of the exhibit places Kennedy’s presidency in social, cultural, and historical context before moving on to interactive stations featuring video of his speeches and footage of his entire visit to Texas. There are plenty of displays dedicated to the assassination as well, including the built-to-scale diorama of Dealey Plaza used by the FBI, journal pages from witnesses and doctors at Parkland Hospital, and a timeline of the actions of Lee Harvey Oswald, among hundreds of fascinating pieces. As a whole, the museum is good for those who remember as well as those who are too young to have experienced that time in history.






	Uptown Dallas

	Map 2 (tap here)







FREEDMAN’S MEMORIAL


Lemmon Ave. and Central Expy., 214/670-3284


It’s kind of a mixed bag at the Freedman’s Memorial. On one hand, the memorial’s grand granite arches with poems etched into the entryway provide a touching tribute to the slaves and former slaves who were buried in the cemetery nearby. On the other hand, knowing that many of those graves were disinterred and moved during a rash of development during the 1960s doesn’t exactly stir the soul. Still, the $2 million work is a beautiful, if belated, acknowledgement.


GEOMETRIC MADI MUSEUM


3109 Carlisle St., 214/855-7802, www.geometricmadimuseum.org


HOURS: Sat.–Wed. 11 A.M.–5 P.M., Thurs. 11 A.M.–7 P.M., Sun. 1 –5 P.M.


COST: Free


Begun in the 1940s as an artistic reaction against the Juan Perón dictatorship in Argentina, the MADI movement (no one really knows what the initials stand for) is a visual style marked by extreme color and a focus on the interplay of geometric forms. When well-known Dallas arts patrons Bill and Dorothy Masterson were first introduced to the style, they fell in love with it, to the extent that Masterson decreed that the new digs of his law firm would be encased in a MADI-style building. Masterson commissioned MADI artist and architect Volf Roitman to recast a stuffy old 1970s edifice as a MADI building—replete with huge, bright geometric pieces covering the exterior—which Masterson’s Kilgore Law Center now calls home.


While legal eagles come and go, visitors can enter the first floor museum at their leisure, and meandering about striking, colorful works is a treat, especially for lovers of art, architecture, and design. With its surfeit of colors and playful forms, this is a great place to introduce kids to art. The museum offers both a permanent and rotating collection, along with occasional lectures and events.
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the exterior of the Geometric MADI Museum









REMEMBERING JFK


[image: Image]


Large Xs mark the spot where John F. Kennedy was shot.





Dallas is famous for a lot of things; sadly, one of them involves a terrible chapter in our country’s history. The assassination of President John F. Kennedy occurred at 12:30 P.M., Friday, November 22, 1963 on the north side of Elm Street in downtown Dallas. The city has never forgotten it.


The city also has had a tough time reconciling its relationship with the historic tragedy. For many years, Dallas collectively tried to forget, even coming close to tearing down the Texas School Book Depository building, from which Kennedy’s alleged assassin Lee Harvey Oswald fired his shots.


Fortunately, the Depository still stands. The building is a scar on the city—Elm Street is still highly trafficked, and it’s an eerie feeling to drive past it on the way to work or for an evening on the town. But imagine if it weren’t there, if it had been destroyed and replaced by a skyscraper or a strip mall. Would that have changed something in our collective national memory? Would it have caused it to fade in a different way? Would it have altered how we see the assassination?


Fortunately, we don’t have to answer those questions, as not only does the Depository remain, its infamous Sixth Floor has been transformed into an excellent museum. In fact, while much of the Dallas landscape has changed, plenty of sites relating to the Kennedy assassination are still there. Here are some of the main ones.


THE SIXTH FLOOR MUSEUM


The Sixth Floor Museum is pricey, but well worth it. The self-guided tour begins with an extensive exhibit that puts Kennedy’s presidency into social, historical, and political context—especially helpful for the younger folks who were not alive to experience it themselves. The comprehensive set of artifacts and displays set the stage for understanding the significance of what happened on November 22. The tour then moves on to a timeline of Kennedy’s Dallas-Fort Worth visit, complete with detailed notes, photos, videos, and imagery. Finally, the assassination is covered, in bleak detail. There’s no original evidence shown here, which is probably for the best, but a centerpiece is the actual, to-scale FBI model of Dealey Plaza designed for the Warren Commission. The most chilling display of all comes at the end of the tour; there, you’ll find the “sniper’s nest,” recreated with book boxes to look just as it did the day Oswald supposedly fired out of it.


DEALEY PLAZA


Completed as a WPA project in 1940, Dealey Plaza is named for George Dealey, an early civic leader in Dallas and former publisher of the Dallas Morning News. Visitors with even the most casual knowledge of the Kennedy assassination recognize the plaza, and today it teems with tourists and history buffs exploring its many notable sites, including:


The Base of the Depository Building: If you prefer not to pay the fee to get upstairs, or would like to supplement your museum experience, exploring Dealey Plaza is a fascinating way to spend anywhere from 30 minutes to a couple of hours. The truly adventurous should start with a chat with any number of the conspiracy theorists who mill about at the base of the Depository building. These people may be considered crazy by some and truth-seekers by others, but no matter what your personal theories about the JFK assassination are, they provide a never-ending flow of fodder. Some prove to truly be wackos, while others actually are bona fide amateur historians. Take note: They also usually want money, so if you end up talking for a while, you might want to throw a buck or two in a donations jar or buying a pamphlet—it’s all part of the experience.


The North Pergola/Grassy Knoll: Dealey Plaza is flanked by two pergolas—dramatic colonnades—that many people mistakenly think are Kennedy memorials. They are actually monuments to figures of Dallas history and predate the assassination. The pergola on the north side of Elm Street (the side by the Depository) is a memorial to Dallas founder John Neely Bryan. This is where Abraham Zapruder famously stood with his 8mm camera filming the motorcade and capturing the assassination on film. The North Pergola sits on the grassy knoll, from which many witnesses claim to have heard gunshots.


Wooden Fence/North Tower: At the top of the slope of the grassy knoll you’ll find a wooden fence, the area where some witnesses claim they saw a puff of smoke shortly after the shots. The fence that currently stands is not the original—it long ago fell into disrepair and was replaced—but visitors can access both sides of it. If you walk around the back of the fence, you will be near the railroad tower commonly called the “North Tower.” A few witnesses also claimed to see mysterious men—including the famous “hobos”—milling around the fence and the North Tower that day.


Xs: Two large white Xs are taped to the pavement in the middle of Elm Street. Both mark the approximate spots where the two bullets that struck Kennedy hit. While many people think the Xs are official markers, they are actually placed there by amateur historians. While it’s extremely morbid to contemplate, the Xs actually help bring the assassination into full perspective. When viewed from both the Sixth Floor and then the Grassy Knoll, for instance, it’s easy to see how much more difficult Oswald’s shot was than one would be from behind the fence.


Also rather morbidly, many visitors dodge cars and stand on the Xs to have their pictures taken. If you attempt this, here’s a word of warning: Elm Street is still in use and heavily trafficked—such activity is not recommended.


John F. Kennedy Memorial: The smooth white walls of Philip Johnson’s 30-foot concrete cenotaph meld seamlessly with Dealey Plaza’s concrete pergolas, but still manages to stand out as the more streamlined, somber piece. The cenotaph consists of four walls, with airy entryways and no roof. The inside, meant by Johnson to be a place of contemplation amid the bustle of downtown, centers on a single slab of marble bearing only three words: John Fitzgerald Kennedy. The monument can be found about two blocks east of where Kennedy was shot.
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The Sixth Floor Museum
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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY


6425 Boaz Ln., 214/628-2000, www.smu.edu


Officially chartered in 1911 (classes began in 1915), Southern Methodist University has grown into a focal point of higher education in the Southwest. The university’s popularity and prowess are demonstrated by its billion-dollar-plus endowment, beautiful campus of green lawns, Ivy League–style buildings, and old-growth trees, as well as its consistent graduating of professionally degreed students. It’s also the home to the George W. Bush Presidential Library (which has met with some opposition from Dallas’s less conservative population).


SMU has much to offer visitors. The university calendar is overflowing with lecture series, symposia, concerts, and exhibits. Many of the events are free or low-cost and/or open to the public. Athletic events are some of the most popular pastimes. Ever since enduring the severe death penalty punishment in 1987 due to serious recruiting violations in 1985, the Mustangs football team has been subpar, though in late years it has bounced back, and hopes have risen for the future with the 2007 hiring of respected coach June Jones. Before games, many fans choose to tailgate or picnic along Bishop Boulevard before moving to Gerald J. Ford Stadium. The soccer team is also popular, having dominated its competition in recent years. SMU is a member of the NCAA’s Division I Conference USA.


Another popular campus destination is the Meadows Museum, home of one of the world’s largest collections of Spanish art. The neo-Palladian space provides a spectacular area in which to view the works from the 10th to 20th centuries, including Picassos, Goyas, Riberas, and El Grecos, among many others.
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FAIR PARK


1121 1st Ave., 214/426-3400, www.fairpark.org


Fair Park contains a city’s worth of sports and entertainment facilities, historical sights, museums, and architectural delights, all rolled into one 277-acre complex. Built in 1936 for the Texas State Centennial (celebrating 100 years of liberty from Mexico), the Fair Park grounds and buildings are bedecked in amazing art deco style, with WPA-era murals, grand esplanades, and dramatic detailing. Aside from the delights they house, the buildings themselves are considered important historic works.


A favorite edifice is the Hall of State, a grand beaux arts structure with an entrance guarded by The Tejas Warrior, an 11-foot-tall gilded statue of a Native American brandishing a bow at the sky. The exterior of the building is inscribed with the names of 59 Texas luminaries of the past. Inside you’ll find the “Hall of Heroes,” with its six statues of Texas’s most revered historical figures. The building now provides a home to the Dallas Historical Society as well as the G. B. Dealey Library and its three million historic documents.


Other highlights include the African American Museum, the Women’s Museum, and the Science Place (a great choice for kids). A Fair Park Pass, available on the Fair Park website, gets you entry to these three and the Hall of State, plus four other museums on the grounds: the Age of Steam Railroad Museum, Texas Discovery Gardens, Dallas Aquarium, and Museum of Natural History.
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Big Tex, a 52-foot talking cowboy, lords over the Texas State Fair at Fair Park.





Every fall the grounds are home to the Texas State Fair, the largest of its kind in the country, attended by millions of visitors. It can seem odd to witness flip-flop-clad families scarfing down corn dogs and fried Nutter Butters in the shadow of the grand facades and statues that adorn the Hall of State, but then, Dallas has always prided itself on contradiction—that’s part of the fun.


Let’s not forget the famous Cotton Bowl, recently renovated and expanded to 80,000 seats, which looms at the northern half of the park complex. Until 2008, the State Fair festivities involved the Red River Shootout, the annual football game between the University of Oklahoma and the University of Texas. That game moved to the new Dallas Cowboys stadium in Arlington, but the Cotton Bowl still hosts the annual State Fair Classic between Grambling State and Prairie View A&M. Frankly, the football teams usually aren’t very good—but fans still pack the stadium for the spectacular battle of the bands at halftime.


LATINO CULTURAL CENTER


2600 Live Oak St., 214/671-0045, www.dallasculture.org/latinoCulturalCenter


HOURS: Tues.–Sat. 10 A.M.–5 P.M.


COST: Free


Mexican architect Ricardo Legorreta crafted this stunning faux-adobe building that opened in 2003. The exterior performs a miracle: The shadow play created by Legorreta’s angled walls intermingles with the building’s sharp edges and even sharper colors, transforming the industrial blight of Live Oak Street into a bit of visual magical realism. The center itself is a focal point of Latino art, music, literary events, dance, and education.
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DALLAS HERITAGE VILLAGE


1515 S. Harwood St., 214/421-5141, www.dallasheritagevillage.org


HOURS: Tues.–Sat. 10 A.M.–4 P.M., Sun. noon–4 P.M.


COST: $9 adult, $5 child, $7 senior


This living history village consists of 21 different buildings, constructed in different parts of Texas between 1840 and 1910, which were disassembled and reconstructed on the site of Dallas’s oldest park (called, logically enough, Old City Park). Scattered across the village’s 13 acres, refurbished buildings like the Worth Hotel, Dog Trot House, and the Main Street Saloon provide a Victorian backdrop for all sorts of historical demonstrations, reenactments, and entertainment. Perhaps the most popular stop is the Millermore House, a Greek Revival mansion that shows how the well-to-do kicked it mid-1800s style (antique lovers and fans of very busy carpet will love it). Beyond that, expect guides and actors clad in period attire depicting how life was for Texans of old. It’s easy to spend an entire day here, especially with kids.
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The Dallas Heritage Village living history museum is a popular stop.





An added anachronistic bonus: The proximity of the Cedars Food Park, where a number of food truck proprietors have circled their wagons. The juxtaposition of a modern food truck plaza next to a living museum dedicated to life a century ago may seem odd, but, hey, it beats eating hardtack coated in buffalo tallow.


DALLAS ZOO


650 S. R. L. Thornton Fwy., 695/554-7500, www.dallaszoo.com


HOURS: Daily 9 A.M.–5 P.M.


COST: $12 adult, $9 youth and senior, free under 2


Even though it covers a potentially daunting 95 acres of land, the Dallas Zoo’s organized layout makes for a fun, easy, educational foray. The zoo is basically divided into two parts: the Wilds of Africa and ZooNorth. A stroll along the nature path at the Wilds of Africa takes visitors through river, desert, forest, mountain, brush, and woodland habitats filled with chimps, gorillas, crocs, and other African species. One mildly annoying feature, though, is that many of the other Wilds of Africa animals are only visible from the Monorail Safari.


ZooNorth is a great place to take kids, especially considering the highly interactive Lacerte Family Children’s Zoo, where the little ones can clamber through a giant bird’s nest or an oversize “spiderweb.”


It should be noted that despite its acreage, the zoo can come off as very small and disappointing as far as the number and variety of animals. The past several years have seen a revived effort to improve the grounds and facilities, including an initiative to recycle animal waste into power for the site. Still, even attempts to improve the zoo have sparked controversy, most recently when Jenny the Elephant was forced into smaller quarters while waiting for the expansion of the elephant habitat.



MARGARET HUNT HILL BRIDGE



Connects Singleton Blvd. to Woodall Rogers Freeway


Did Dallas really need this 1,200-foot bridge, which cost $120 million to build and took five years to be finished? Probably not in any practical sense, but the power of this bridge goes beyond just getting people from Woodall Rogers Freeway to West Dallas. World-class cities need world-class landmarks, and boy, does this one work. Designed by famous Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava and named for a beloved Dallas philanthropist, the bridge features a dramatic, 400-foot spiraling arch that can be seen for miles around, providing a transcendent element to the skyline (you may recognize it from the opening credits of the 2012 version of the TV show Dallas). It takes a second or two for the bridge’s ingenious design to really sink in, but once your eyes adjust, the cables flit and twist like a double-helixed Mobius strip, while the arch itself moves in and out of different visual fields.


TEXAS THEATRE


231 W. Jefferson Blvd., 214/948-1546, www.thetexastheatre.com


HOURS: Daily starting at 5 P.M.


COST: $8–10


Dallas has a conflicted relationship with the residuals from the Kennedy assassination. On one hand is the impulse to preserve the important historical structures associated with that fateful day. On the other, who wants to maintain and preserve painful reminders?


Such was the quandary faced when it came to one of the most iconic and recognizable buildings associated with the Kennedy murder: the Texas Theatre, where Oswald sat in the fifth seat from the aisle, in the third-to-last row, watching War Is Hell as the Dallas Police Department closed in.


When it opened in 1931 as part of Howard Hughes’s national chain, the theater was one of the fanciest and most technologically advanced in the country, and it was inaugurated with great fanfare as the anchor of the Jefferson Boulevard district. The place flourished, and even after the infamous November day in 1963, the theater continued to beckon patrons with its air-conditioning and signature sign that spelled out T-E-X-A-S in huge vertical neon letters.
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