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Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)


The original Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions for the IB is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.





Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of HL option 2: History of the Americas, Topic 13: The Second World War and the Americas 1933–45 of the IB History Diploma.


This introduction gives you an overview of:





•  the content you will study for The Second World War and the Americas 1933–45



•  how you will be assessed for Paper 3



•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.






1 What you will study


This book focuses on how the Americas region responded to a deteriorating world order in the 1930s. Each country took a different path as it confronted the new challenges posed by the rise of totalitarian governments in Europe and Asia. Some countries such as the USA remained neutral while Canada entered the war in 1939. Other nations would only join the war as it was drawing to a close. The lead-up to the Second World War, the impact of the war on both the home front and on the battlefield, and the diplomatic and economic effects of this global conflict on the Americas are examined here.





•  The book begins by discussing the period from the end of the First World War to the onset of the Great Depression. Special attention is paid to the growing attraction of an isolationist foreign policy in the face of increased global instability (Chapter 1).



•  How the region reacted to events in Asia and Europe from 1933 to 1940 is examined in detail. Increased hemispheric co-operation and co-ordination, including President Roosevelt’s ‘Good Neighbor’ policy, are explored (Chapter 2).



•  The military role of the USA during the Second World War is detailed. How the country brought its enormous industrial might to bear on winning the conflict is explained. President Truman’s decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan in August 1945 is also investigated (Chapter 3).



•  The diplomatic role of the USA once it went to war in December 1941 is analysed. The various wartime conferences held among the major allies and their results are detailed (Chapter 4).



•  The military and diplomatic roles of Canada and Brazil during the Second World War are assessed. Both countries made significant contributions in assisting the effort to defeat Germany in particular (Chapter 5).



•  The social impact of the war on minorities and women is discussed. All groups were significantly affected by the war, some positively (African Americans) and some negatively (Americans and Canadians of Japanese descent) (Chapter 6).



•  The region’s reactions to the destruction of the European Jewish communities are analysed. The extent to which governments responded is explored (Chapter 7).



•  The impact of new technologies developed during the war is investigated. How this assisted in the Allied victory is also detailed (Chapter 8).



•  The war’s economic and diplomatic effects on the Americas and how the USA and Canada, in particular, emerged stronger than ever are examined (Chapter 9).






2 How you will be assessed


The IB History Diploma can be studied either to Standard or Higher Level. It has three papers in total: Papers 1 and 2 for Standard Level and Paper 3 for Higher Level. It also has an Internal Assessment that all students must do.





•  For Paper 1 you need to answer four source-based questions on a prescribed subject. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.



•  For Paper 2 you need to answer two essay questions on two different topics. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.



•  For Paper 3 you need to answer three essay questions on two or three sections. This counts for 35 per cent of your overall marks.





For the Internal Assessment you need to carry out a historical investigation. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


HL option 2: History of the Americas is assessed through Paper 3. You must study three sections out of a choice of eighteen, one of which could be The Second World War and the Americas 1933–45. These sections are assessed through Paper 3 of the IB History Diploma which has 36 essay questions – two for each of the eighteen sections. In other words, there will be two specific questions that you can answer based on the Second World War and the Americas 1933–45.


Examination questions


For Paper 3 you need to answer three of the 36 questions. You could answer either two on one of the sections you have studied and one on another section, or one from each of the three sections you have studied. So, assuming that Second World War and the Americas 1933–45 is one of the sections you have studied, you may choose to answer one or two questions on it.


The questions are divided up by section and are usually arranged chronologically. In the case of the questions on The Second World War and the Americas 1933–45, you should expect numbers 25 and 26 to be on this particular section. When the exam begins, you will have five minutes in which to read the questions. You are not allowed to use a pen or highlighter during the reading period. Scan the list of questions but focus on the ones relating to the sections you have studied.


Remember you are to write on the history of the Americas. If a question such as ‘Discuss the economic impact of the Second World War on one country in the region’ is asked, do not write about the impact the war had on Germany or Japan. You will receive no credit for this answer. It is also important to keep in mind that you should be writing about countries in the Americas from 1933 to 1945. Be sure to stick to this time frame. If you write about the impact of the First World War, for example, your score will be seriously affected.


Command terms


When choosing the three questions, keep in mind that you must answer the question asked, not one you might have hoped for. A key to success is understanding the demands of the question. IB History diploma questions use key terms and phrases known as command terms. The more common command terms are listed in the table below, with a brief definition of each. See the appendix of the IB History Guide for more detail.


Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific strategies to answer them are included at the end of Chapters 2–4, 6 and 9.






	
Command term  

	
Description  

	
Where exemplified in this book  






	Discuss  

	Present a thoughtful review of the various arguments and factors of a given issue. Your answer should be supported by appropriate evidence.  

	page 49  






	Evaluate  

	Make a judgement while looking at two or more sides of an issue.  

	page 106  






	Compare and contrast  

	Discuss both similarities and differences of two events, people and so on.  

	page 226  






	Examine  

	Provide a critical evaluation by closely looking at important issues and explain why the ones you have choser are the most important.  

	page 157  






	To what extent  

	Discuss the various merits of a given argument or opinion  

	page 82  







Answering the questions


You have two-and-a-half hours to answer the three questions, or 50 minutes each. Try to budget your time wisely. In other words, do not spend 75 minutes on one answer. Before you begin each essay, take five to seven minutes and compose an outline of the major points you will raise in your essay. These you can check off as you write the essay itself. This is not a waste of time and will bring organization and coherency to what you write. Well-organized essays that include an introduction, several well-supported arguments and a concluding statement are much more likely to score highly than essays that jump from point to point without structure.


The three essays you write for Paper 3 will be read by a trained examiner. The examiner will read your essays and check what you write against the IB mark scheme. This mark scheme offers guidance to the examiner but is not comprehensive. You may well write an essay that includes analysis and evidence not included in the mark scheme, and that is fine. It is also worth remembering that the examiner who will mark your essay is looking to reward well-defended and well-argued positions, not to deduct for misinformation.


Each of your essays will be marked on a 0–15 scale, for a total of 45 points. The total score will be weighted as 35 per cent of your final IB History mark. Do bear in mind that you are not expected to score 45/45 to earn a 7: gaining 27–30/45 will equal a 7. Another way of putting this is that if you write three essays that each score 10, you will receive a 7.


Writing essays


In order to attain the highest mark band (13–15) your essays should:





•  be clearly focused



•  address all implications of the question



•  demonstrate extensive and accurate historical knowledge which supports your thesis



•  demonstrate knowledge of historical processes such as continuity and change



•  integrate your analysis



•  be well structured



•  have well-developed synthesis



•  evaluate different historical perspectives.





Your essay should include an introduction in which you set out your main points. Do not waste time copying the question but define the key terms stated in the question. The best essays probe the demands of the question. In other words, there are often different ways of interpreting the question.


Next, you should write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs. Here you will provide evidence that supports your argument. Each paragraph should focus on one of your main points and relate directly to the question. More sophisticated responses include counter-arguments.


Finally, you should end with a concluding statement.


In the roughly 45 minutes you spend on one essay, you should be able to write three to six pages. While there is no set minimum, you do need to explore the issues and provide sufficient evidence to support what you write.


At the end of Chapters 2–4, 6 and 9, you will find IB-style questions with guidance on how best to answer them. Each question focuses on a different command term. The more practice you have writing essays, the better your results will be.


The appearance of the examination paper


Cover


The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it: 2 hours 30 minutes. Instructions are limited and simply state that you should not open it until told to do so and that three questions must be answered.


Questions


You will have five minutes in which to read through the questions. It is very important to choose the three questions you can answer most fully. It is quite possible that two of the three questions may be on the Second World War and the Americas 1933–45, especially after mastering the material in this book. That is certainly permissible. After the five minutes’ reading time is over, you can take out your pen and mark up the exam booklet:





•  Circle the three questions you have decided to answer.



•  Identify the command terms and important points. For example, if a question asks, ‘With reference to two countries in the region, discuss the economic impact of the Second World War’, underline ‘discuss’ and ‘economic impact’. This will help you to focus on the demands of the question.





For each essay take five to seven minutes to write an outline and approximately 43–45 minutes to write the essay.



3 About this book


Coverage of the course content


This book addresses the key areas listed in the HL option 2: History of the Americas, Topic 13: The Second World War and the Americas 1933–45.


Chapters start with an introduction outlining key questions they address. They are then divided into a series of sections and topics covering the course content.


Throughout the chapters you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.


Key and leading questions


Each section heading in the chapter has a related key question which gives a focus to your reading and understanding of the section. These are also listed in the chapter introduction. You should be able to answer the questions after completing the relevant section.


Topics within the sections have leading questions which are designed to help you focus on the key points within a topic and give you more practice in answering questions.



Key terms


Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are emboldened in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.


Sources


Throughout the book are several written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into the history of the Second World War and the Americas 1933–45.


Key debates


Historians often disagree on historical events and this historical debate is referred to as historiography. Knowledge of historiography is helpful in reaching the upper mark bands when you take your IB History examinations. You should not merely drop the names of historians in your essay. You need to understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate. These you can bring up in your essay. There are a number of debates throughout the book to develop your understanding of historiography.


Theory of Knowledge (TOK) questions


Understanding that different historians see history differently is an important element in understanding the connection between IB History Diploma and Theory of Knowledge. Alongside some of the debates is a Theory-of-Knowledge-style question which makes that link. Each question is followed by a list of possible tie-ins with other areas of knowledge and ways of knowing.


Summary diagrams


At the end of each section is a summary diagram which gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision.


Chapter summary


At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.


Skills development


At the end of chapters are:





•  examination guidance on how to answer questions, accompanied by advice on what supporting evidence you might use, and sometimes sample answers designed to help you focus on specific details (Chapters 2–4, 6 and 9)



•  examination practice in the form of Paper-3-style questions (Chapters 1, 5, 7 and 8).






End of the book



Timeline


This gives a timeline of the major events covered in the book, which is helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.


Glossary


All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.


Further reading


This contains a list of books and websites which may help you with further independent research and presentations. It may also be helpful when further information is required for internal assessments and extended essays in history. You may wish to share the contents of this area with your school or local librarian.


Internal assessment


All IB History diploma students are required to write a historical investigation which is internally assessed. The investigation is an opportunity for you to dig more deeply into a subject that interests you. This gives you a list of possible areas for research.







CHAPTER 1


The Americas from peace to the Depression 1919–32





This chapter looks briefly at the impact of the First World War on the USA and its role in the peace settlement in 1919. It then considers how the USA began to pursue a policy of isolation, yet found it was unable to avoid economic involvement with global affairs. It also considers the period of prosperity the USA experienced in the 1920s, followed by the Wall Street Crash and its impact, on both the USA and Latin America.


You need to consider the following questions throughout this chapter:





•  How did US foreign policy develop in the years 1919–32?



•  How did the global economy affect the Americas in the years 1919–32?






1 US involvement and isolation
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Key question: How did US foreign policy develop in the years 1919–32?
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The USA entered the First World War in April 1917. President Wilson had tried to keep the USA out of the conflict, but sympathy for the Allies and Germany’s aggressive submarine warfare made the USA’s neutral stance difficult to maintain. Wilson stated that the USA was going to war to ‘maintain democracy’.


The end of the First World War
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What part did the USA play in the Peace Settlement at the end of the First World War?
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President Wilson’s 14 Points


In January 1918, in a speech to Congress, President Wilson put forward 14 Points which he wanted to become the basis of any peace settlement. He sought to create a new world order and hoped that the USA could offer leadership and guidance. Wilson’s fourteenth point proposed the establishment of a League of Nations and it was Wilson’s hope that this body would offer peaceful solutions to any future international problems. When the ceasefire or armistice was agreed in November 1918, the Allies accepted Wilson’s proposals as a blueprint, but these were modified during the subsequent peace talks in Paris.


When negotiations began in Paris, President Wilson realized that he would have to compromise with the European leaders and deviate from his 14 Points. The French Prime Minister, Georges Clemenceau, in particular, sought huge reparations from Germany. Wilson was able to negotiate the final figure, but even then, the amount was so high (£6.6 billion) that Germany considered it too punitive. There were many Americans who demanded swift repayment of the loans the USA had provided to the Allies to help finance the war, and were dismayed when some of the Allies asked for the loans, amounting to almost $10.3 billion, to be repudiated. This made many Americans want to abandon involvement with Europe completely.


The move to isolationism
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Why did the USA adopt a policy of isolationism after 1919?
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When the USA entered the First World War in 1917, Wilson indicated that it was not to be viewed as a marker for future entanglements in European and world affairs. Indeed, when war was declared, Wilson was careful to call the USA an associated power (in keeping with isolationism), rather than an ally.


The USA and the League of Nations


President Wilson helped to draw up the Covenant of the League and it was this which showed his naivety. He expected countries to adhere to the Covenant and assumed that the threat of economic or military sanctions would deter any warlike intentions.


However, Congress refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles and refused to join the League of Nations, pushing the USA towards isolation. There were some Republicans who called themselves the ‘irreconcilables’ because they could never agree to join the League of Nations. These politicians viewed that involvement with Europe would mean entanglements in future wars. Another group, the ‘reservationists’, supported the League but sought to amend Article 10 of the Covenant.


Article 10 was interpreted by the ‘reservationists’ as meaning that if conflicts arose between members of the League, it would determine the level of participation of the other members. For the USA this would mean that Congress would no longer have the final say in declaring war and this attacked the very heart of the constitution. Many US politicians also felt that becoming a member of the League undermined the Monroe Doctrine. The League of Nations was severely weakened by the absence of the USA.


The 1922 Washington Conference and 1928 Kellogg–Briand Pact


Although it was US government policy to follow isolationism, the Republican governments of the 1920s made distinct efforts to maintain world peace and prevent war. President Harding oversaw the Washington Conference for the Limitation of Armaments in November 1921. Agreements were reached at the Washington Conference in February 1922 to limit the number of capital ships and to stop constructing new warships for ten years.


The next major involvement for the USA came in 1928 when the Kellogg–Briand Pact was signed. Aristide Briand, the French Foreign Minister, visited Washington, DC to try and make an alliance with the USA. US Secretary of State Frank Kellogg followed the policy of isolation and he saw an opportunity to create an international treaty which would outlaw war. The USA saw such an agreement as a clear way out of involvement in military entanglements. Eventually, more than 60 countries signed the pact and Kellogg won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1929.
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SOURCE A
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[image: ] How useful is Source A to a historian studying the USA and the League of Nations?
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‘The gap in the bridge.’ A cartoon published in December 1919 in the British magazine Punch, shortly after the USA had refused to join the League of Nations.
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SUMMARY DIAGRAM
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US involvement and isolation
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2 The USA and the global economy in the 1920s
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Key question: How did the global economy affect the Americas in the years 1919–32?
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As the USA had become by far the world’s strongest economic power during the First World War, it was impossible for it not to be linked to other nations via trade and commerce because of the wartime loans (see page 10). After the war ended, the Allies had problems repaying these loans as a result of an economic downturn.


The economic boom in the USA
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Why did the US economy boom after the war?
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Economic problems


World trade markets had altered during the war. European nations had lost out to the USA and Japan because the UK and France had geared industry to war production. President Wilson had suggested that the world should try to have low tariffs in order to stimulate trade. However, this suggestion was not followed by some countries because they feared competition. The 1920s became a decade of economic contradictions for the USA because its Republican governments led by President Harding (1920–3), Coolidge (1923–9) and Hoover (1929–33) wished to follow a policy of laissez-faire. However, because of a flood of cheap European imports, they found themselves following protectionist policies, by increasing tariffs and by making financial loans to Europe. On a background of rising unemployment, which reached ten per cent in 1921, President Harding lowered taxes and reduced government spending in the hope of stimulating the economy.


Growing prosperity


After 1922, the USA began to experience an economic boom. There was a rapid growth in newer industries and as industry grew profits increased, so did wages, although at a much slower rate. Between 1923 and 1929, the average wage in the USA rose by eight per cent and this enabled some workers to buy – often on credit – the new consumer goods such as cars, vacuum cleaners, washing machines, radios and refrigerators. The growth of credit made it much easier for people to buy goods even though they did not have enough cash to pay for them immediately. This was due to the development of hire purchase whereby goods were paid for by instalments.


The stock market


In the 1920s, the stock market seemed to be the link to the prosperity of the USA. The values of stocks and shares rose steadily throughout the decade until they climbed dramatically in 1928 and 1929.


The amount of buying and selling of shares also grew substantially until it was a common occurrence for ordinary working people to become involved.


Most companies’ shares seemed to rise, and so people were prepared to risk their money on buying shares and began to speculate: buying on the margin, fuelling speculation and borrowing. Share prices continued to rise and by the summer of 1929, investors had borrowed $8.5 billion to buy on the margin – a figure that had risen from $3.2 billion in 1926. In 1929, more than 1.1 billion shares were sold and about 25 million Americans became involved in the frenzy of buying shares.


There was such confidence about the economy in the USA that Herbert Hoover won the 1928 presidential election promising to maintain prosperity for all US people using such phrases as ‘A chicken in every pot and a car in every garage.’


President Hoover and the Great Depression
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How did President Hoover deal with the Great Depression?
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The Wall Street Crash


Because the boom of the 1920s had been largely based on credit and speculation, the US economy was not in a position to cope with any severe jolt to the system. Moreover, any loans that US banks had made abroad and at home would have to be recalled in order to maintain their solvency. When this happened, ordinary people, foreign banks and companies found themselves going bankrupt.


In October 1929, the American stock market on Wall Street crashed. People suddenly began to sell shares – in their millions – and confidence in the stock market was lost. The value of shares plummeted. The impact of the crash was quite spectacular in the USA. Many stockbrokers were unable to repay their debts to the banks. Many banks were bankrupted and thousands of people who had savings in failed banks were also bankrupted. Credit, which had been so easy to access, collapsed and anyone who had taken out a loan had to repay it quickly. Moreover, those banks that survived were unwilling to make further loans – the time of speculation and risk-taking was over. Allied with all the other problems of the US economy, an economic depression developed.


Unemployment


By the end of 1929, there were about 2.5 million unemployed in the USA, although this was only five per cent of the workforce. Unemployment began to gather pace as fewer consumer goods were purchased and the number of goods sold in retail stores halved in the years 1929–33. People stopped buying goods and employees were laid off.


From the boom time of the 1920s, the USA became a land of unemployment, tramps, bread queues and soup kitchens. People were evicted from their homes and lived on the streets.


President Hoover’s reaction to the Wall Street Crash and ensuing depression (the ‘Great Depression’) was to continue to balance the budget. He followed the Republican ideas of laissez-faire and ‘rugged individualism’ but he did ask business leaders not to cut wages or production levels.


Government help for farmers


Farmers suffered because many had taken out mortgages during the war to buy land – now they could not sell their goods and hence could not maintain mortgage repayments. Congress passed the Hawley–Smoot (Hawley and Smoot were Republican members of Congress) Tariff Act in 1930 to protect US farmers by increasing import duties. Hoover gave further assistance to US farmers with the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1930 which tried to stabilize prices and sought to ensure that produce was sold at a profit.


The Reconstruction Finance Corporation


As the Depression worsened, government intervention won approval from Congress and it approved the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (February 1932) which made $2 billion in loans for ailing banks, insurance companies and railroads. The RFC was established to ‘strengthen confidence’ and stimulate industry and create jobs. By 1932, the federal government was spending $500 million per year more than it had done in 1928. Despite government interference, the economic situation did not improve and, by 1932, there was increasing opposition to Hoover from many quarters in the USA. The people of the USA showed their dissatisfaction with Hoover by electing Franklin Roosevelt, a Democrat, as president in 1932.


The economies of Latin America
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How was Latin America affected by economic changes after 1919?
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US trade and Latin America


By the end of the First World War, the USA had tremendous influence in most of the economies of South and Central America as well as the Caribbean. Latin America was an area where the USA could buy raw materials cheaply. The USA invested heavily in Latin America after 1918, especially in Cuba where, by 1928, US-owned refineries produced 75 per cent of the country’s sugar. Brazil became increasingly dependent on the North American market for a large proportion of its exports, from 32.2 per cent in 1913 to 47.1 per cent in 1927 and, by this time, the USA was the largest single buyer of Brazilian goods. In addition, Brazil began to borrow heavily from the USA. The US United Fruit Company expanded its huge banana plantations in Central America and, in Peru, the USA became the biggest buyer of its sugar production and also non-precious metals, especially copper.


The Depression and Latin America


The Depression had a catastrophic effect on Latin America. The weak economies of the USA and Europe meant that markets shrank for Latin American nations. Exports of meat, coffee, sugar and metals were greatly reduced and there were no replacement markets for these goods. The value of Latin America’s exports in the years 1930–4 was just under half of what it had been in the preceding five years. In addition, US tariffs only served to exacerbate the situation.


The result of the Depression for Latin America meant that countries either tried to maintain links with their trading partners by special agreements or decided to follow a policy of industrialization so that there would be less reliance on the USA and Europe.


There were also crucial political ramifications for Latin America as a result of the Depression. It acted as a catalyst for change and, by October 1930, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador had seen the military take over the country or attempt to do so. In these countries there was a willingness to accept the solutions of the military, who offered stability and structure amid the uncertain economic chaos. Rising unemployment and the demise of key industries meant that groups looked for a change to the political status quo. Argentina and Brazil exemplify this.


Events in Argentina


Argentina saw the value of its exports drop from $1537 million in 1929 to $561 million in 1932. As unemployment soared after 1929, the government of President Yrigoyen was challenged by some of the estancieros and the military. The army had developed as an independent body which did not always look favourably on the politicians in the country.


Yrigoyen was overthrown by the military in 1930, ushering in what is known as the ‘Infamous Decade’. Initially, General Uriburu led the country but, in 1932, General Justo became president and created a coalition called the Concordancia, a broad national government which had distinct right-wing leanings.


Events in Brazil


In Brazil, the Depression brought political issues to a head. Rivalry between the two leading states – São Paulo (a coffee-producing state) and Minas Gerais (essentially a milk-producing state) – created a political grouping called café com leite (‘coffee with milk’). These two states dominated Brazilian politics. During the 1920s, there had been some discontent in the army and tenentes were unhappy with President Bernardes and the São Paulo bloc. The Depression led to a balance of payments crisis and coffee growers could not sell their produce. There was a growing feeling that the café com leite system was preventing any industrialization of Brazil. It was thought that the coffee élite of São Paulo did not want change and ignored the interests of Brazil. In the election of 1930, there were accusations of vote-fixing and, following unrest, the military stepped in and replaced President Luís with Getúlio Vargas, who had been the runner-up in the election. His rule ended the café com leite period of dominance.
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SUMMARY DIAGRAM
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The USA and the global economy in the 1920s
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Chapter summary


The Americas from peace to the Depression 1919–32


After the First World War, the USA was successful in avoiding foreign entanglements and enjoyed a period of economic growth and prosperity. However, it could not avoid completely the economic woes of the world. When the Wall Street Crash occurred, the USA drifted into the Great Depression and could find no panacea. Latin America was not immune to the economic vagaries of the 1920s and early 1930s. It was heavily dependent on the US market for the export of its raw materials and agricultural produce. When this market began to dry up, Latin America experienced the Depression, suffering unemployment, contracting markets and even military takeovers.


[image: ]







[image: ]


[image: ] Examination practice


Below are two exam-style questions for you to practise on this topic.
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1  Discuss the economic impact of the Great Depression on two countries in the region.


    (For guidance on how to answer ‘Discuss’ questions, see page 49.)



2  To what extent were the economies in the Americas connected to one another?


    (For guidance on how to answer ‘To what extent’ questions, see page 82.)
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CHAPTER 2


Hemispheric reactions to the events in Europe and Asia 1933–41





This chapter looks first at how US foreign policy developed during the 1930s and then at how the USA reacted to the early stages of the war in Europe and Asia. It includes an analysis of President Roosevelt’s foreign policy before 1940, and then looks at the presidential election of 1940 in the context of the war. It also discusses the gradual erosion of the Neutrality Acts and the USA’s growing assistance to the UK and the USSR via Lend–Lease. Finally, it analyses Roosevelt’s role in defining war aims in the Atlantic Charter in 1941.


You need to consider the following questions throughout this chapter:





•  In what ways did inter-American diplomacy develop during the 1930s?



•  How did the USA’s policy of neutrality change?



•  How did US relations with Japan develop during the 1930s?



•  To what extent was Roosevelt’s foreign policy isolationist during the 1930s?



•  What was the initial response of the USA to the war in Europe?



•  Why was the 1940 presidential election important for the USA?



•  How did the US Navy become increasingly involved in the defence of the USA?






1 US foreign policy in the 1930s: the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy
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Key question: In what ways did inter-American diplomacy develop during the 1930s?
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When Roosevelt became president in 1933, the majority of members of Congress were isolationists. Roosevelt did not intend becoming involved in European affairs. He wanted the USA to follow a policy of friendship towards other countries and thought the USA could act as a ‘moral force’ for good in the world, especially to his American neighbours.


The introduction of the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy
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Why did Roosevelt adopt the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy?


[image: ]





Overcoming the economic crisis facing the USA was President Roosevelt’s foremost task. He encouraged economic and diplomatic co-operation through the idea of the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy which was in a sense a continuation of Hoover’s policies of persuasion and economic pressure to exert influence on Latin America. Roosevelt saw his policy as transforming the Monroe Doctrine into arrangements for mutual hemispheric action against aggressors.
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SOURCE A
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[image: ] What can you learn about Roosevelt’s attitude to foreign affairs from Source A?
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Excerpt from President Roosevelt’s inaugural speech, 4 March 1933.


In the field of world policy I would dedicate this nation to the policy of the good neighbor, the neighbor who resolutely respects himself and, because he does so, respects the rights of others – the neighbor who respects his obligations and respects the sanctity of his agreements in and with a world of neighbors.
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Roosevelt appointed Cordell Hull as his Secretary of State to carry out his ‘Good Neighbor’ policy. Roosevelt and Hull were aware that the Smoot–Hawley Tariff Act of 1930 (see page 14) had damaged the economies of Latin America and that amendments were needed to restore improved trading relations in the Americas. However, Hull was more inclined to free trade than Roosevelt, who wanted to follow protectionist policies. Roosevelt did not agree with the decisions made at the world economic conference in London because he did not like the internationalist approach that was suggested.


The Inter-American Conference at Montevideo 1933


At the Inter-American Conference at Montevideo, Uruguay, the USA and all Latin American states agreed that no country had the right to intervene in the internal or external affairs of another.


Relations between the USA and Latin America
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How did relations between the USA and Latin America change?


[image: ]





In accordance with the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy, US troops left Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Nicaragua. In 1934, Congress signed a treaty with Cuba that nullified the Platt Amendment, which had authorized the US occupation of Cuba. The USA did retain one naval base at Guantánamo. By 1938, the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy had led to ten treaties with Latin American countries, resulting in huge trade increases for the USA. Hull’s policies of low tariffs improved the economies of the Latin American countries, especially in Cuba when the tariff on Cuban sugar was reduced and trade increased accordingly.


To show continued goodwill to his neighbours, Roosevelt passed the Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act in 1934. This repealed several of the 1920s isolationist trade policies so the USA could compete better in foreign trade. The 1934 act began the historic move towards lower trade barriers and greater global engagement. However, it was tempered by the Johnson Act of the same year. After the failure of European nations to honour their war debts to the USA, Congress forbade government loans to any foreign country that had defaulted. By mid-June 1934, when the USA was owed over $22 billion, all foreign countries except Finland had defaulted. There was no recognition that a major reason why Europeans could not honour their debts was the Hawley–Smoot Tariff’s exclusion of their exports from US markets.


In 1936, the USA renegotiated the Panama Canal Treaty. Panama and the USA signed the General Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation whereby the USA forfeited the right to participate in Panamanian politics, giving greater independence to the country. The USA also yielded its right to seize additional land for its administration or defence of the canal. The annual rent to Panama was raised to $430,000. For Roosevelt, this treaty was a sound example of his ‘Good Neighbor’ policy whereby the USA was clearly trying to conciliate Latin America and not act like an acquisitive imperialist nation. Although, at the same time, the USA used economic influence to dominate several Latin American economies.


Buenos Aires Conference 1936


Following Japan’s attacks on China in 1931 and Italy’s attacks on Abyssinia in 1935, the beginning of the Spanish Civil War in 1936, and the spread of fascism in Europe, President Roosevelt called for a peace conference to be held in the Americas to discuss the issues of arms limitations, neutrality and foreign intervention. The result was the Conference for the Maintenance of Peace held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in December 1936.


Roosevelt deemed the conference so important that he spent a month visiting South America. He was met by huge, friendly crowds in Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay before the conference. He made several speeches promoting his ‘Good Neighbor’ policy and hemispheric solidarity.
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Mexico and the Spanish Civil War


President Lázaro Cárdenas of Mexico offered support to the Republicans in the Spanish Civil War. He saw similarities between their struggle and the Mexican Revolution, noting especially the quest for freedom and social justice. Cárdenas sent arms and ammunition in the fight against the Spanish fascists. At the end of the war, he allowed thousands of Republican refugees to settle in Mexico. His support brought him into open conflict with Germany and Italy, who sent large amounts of aid to their fellow fascists.


As part of his leftward leanings, Cárdenas offered asylum to Leon Trotsky, the exiled Bolshevik leader. Trotsky lived in Mexico from 1936 until his assassination in 1940 by an agent of the USSR.


[image: ]





On the first day of the conference, President Roosevelt outlined his plan for an American peace programme. All American nations agreed to consult each other if there was a security threat within the hemisphere. This was the first time that the US government accepted the principle of consultation with other American countries in the event that the peace of the hemisphere was threatened. The USA proposed a neutrality pact for American nations in the Western Hemisphere. The delegates drew up a convention that called for all to follow a common policy of neutrality in the event of conflict. This Non-Intervention Protocol was signed on 16 December 1936. Roosevelt was keen to keep Latin American countries close to the USA and was concerned about the spread of fascism to the hemisphere. This was seen in Brazil with the formation of the Integralist Movement, founded by Plínio Salgado, which shared some characteristics of the fascism taking hold in Europe at that time.
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SOURCE B
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[image: ] According to Source B why was Roosevelt keen to emphasize the idea of the New World to his audience?
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Excerpt from President Roosevelt’s speech to the delegates at the Buenos Aires Conference, 1936.


Three years ago, recognizing that a crisis was being thrust upon the New World, with splendid unanimity our twenty-one Republics set an example to the whole world by proclaiming a new spirit, a new day, in the affairs of this Hemisphere. You who assemble today carry with you in your deliberations the hopes of millions of human beings in other less fortunate lands. Beyond the ocean we see continents rent asunder by old hatreds and new fanaticisms. We hear the demand that injustice and inequality be corrected by resorting to the sword and not by resorting to reason and peaceful justice … Can we, the Republics of the New World help the Old World to avert the catastrophe which impends?


Yes; I am confident that we can.
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Eighth Pan-American Conference, Lima 1938


As war clouds gathered in Europe, Roosevelt wanted to avoid any entanglements there. He convened the Eighth Pan-American Conference in Lima, Peru, in 1938 to develop collective security in the Americas. The decisions made there are testimony that each state sought to avoid war and any actions which might lead to war.


Declaration of the Solidarity of America


The 21 American republics agreed on a Declaration of the Solidarity of America, which stated they would continue to co-operate, work to defend each other against all foreign intervention and allow their foreign ministers to meet whenever it was deemed desirable.


Declaration of American Principles


The 21 republics also issued a Declaration of American Principles which resolved to support the following principles as essential:





•  The intervention of any state in the internal or external affairs of another is inadmissible.



•  All differences of international character should be settled by peaceful means.



•  The use of force as an instrument of national or international policy is forbidden.



•  International co-operation should be used to ensure the maintenance of the agreed principles.





Roosevelt’s foreign policy
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What was the impact of Roosevelt’s foreign policy?
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Latin America


In 1938, Roosevelt showed that he would keep his promise of the Montevideo Conference (see page 18) when Mexico nationalized US-owned oil companies. He took no aggressive action and did not intervene despite pressure from the powerful US oil companies. Although the Mexican government compensated them, the US oil companies restricted the development of the Mexican oil industry for several years by encouraging a boycott of Mexican oil. The USA wanted to show Latin America the detrimental consequences of nationalizing US interests.


The ‘Good Neighbor’ policy was viewed as successful for a range of reasons, not just for how it strengthened Latin American relations during the troubled 1930s. The Reciprocal Trade Agreements (see page 18) with many Latin American countries were testimony to this. The breadth of the policy allowed the US government to promote a cultural exchange programme. In 1938, Roosevelt created the Cultural Division of the State Department, with Latin America as a special focus. There were four conferences that covered education, art, music, publications and libraries. Additionally, Hollywood filmmakers agreed to change the stereotypical image of Latin Americans in their films and Time magazine started publishing in Spanish and Portuguese for the Latin American readership in the USA.


However, the policy also directly and indirectly supported pro-US dictatorships such as Somoza in Nicaragua, Trujillo in the Dominican Republic and Batista in Cuba. Roosevelt was happy to support these leaders because they brought stability to their country after uprisings, and secured their friendship by acknowledging them as legitimate authorities.
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US foreign policy in the 1930s: the ‘Good Neighbor’ policy
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2 The USA’s policy of neutrality
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Key question: How did the USA’s policy of neutrality change?
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The widespread feeling that involvement in the First World War had been a mistake continued in the USA throughout the 1930s. It was made evident when Congress passed a series of Neutrality Acts which intended to keep the USA out of future wars. It was felt that the USA had unnecessarily lost men and matériel, and that Europe was drifting towards further conflict as a result of the growth of totalitarianism.


The rationale behind neutrality
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What did the Nye Committee do?
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The Nye Committee


A major influence on public opinion and attitudes to war in the early part of Roosevelt’s first administration was the Special Committee on Investigation of the Munitions Industry. It was chaired by the Republican Senator Gerald Nye, a committed isolationist. The committee was established to examine the causes of the USA’s involvement in the First World War. It reported that between 1915 and January 1917, the USA had lent Germany $27 million and, in the same period, it had loaned the UK and its allies $2.3 billion. Many people suggested that the USA therefore had a vested interest in helping the UK to win and that this was a key reason for entering the conflict. Additionally, the committee looked into the huge profits made during the war by such companies as Dupont Chemicals and J.P. Morgan Banking. The committee’s findings raised public awareness and added weight to the non-interventionist movement.

OEBPS/OEBPS/images/tp.jpg
Access to History

for the IB Diploma

The Second World War and
the Americas 1933-45

Second edition

John Wright

{y HODDER
’ EDUCATION
AN HACHETTE UK COMPANY





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/question.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
The Second World War and the
Americas 1933—1945 seconp eoimon

HODDER
CEARN MORE

John Wright "






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/logo3.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/16-1.jpg
Boom and
prosperity in the USA

after 1921
: Buying on the
Weak US economy led to collapsing| it nae
economies in Latin America US stock market
which depended on the USA

f

Intervention by
Hoover but too late:

1929
Wall Street Crash:
stocks and shares sold

Reconstruction Finance
Corporation and help
for farmers

pd

~— Unemployment
President Hoover and Depression
followed policy of [€ | followed

‘rugged individualism’






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/11-1.jpg





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/22-1.jpg
Improved security

* 1933 Montevideo Conference

« USA and all Latin American states agreed
that no country had the right to intervene in
the internal or external affairs of another

* 1936 US-Panama Treaty: USA forfeited the
fight to participate in Panamanian politics,
giving greater independence to Panama

« 1936 Buenos Aires Conference: called for
allto follow a policy of neutrality in the
event of conflict

* 1938 Lima Conference

Improved trade and general relations

« US troops left Haiti, the Dominican Republic
and Nicaragua

* 1934 Reciprocal Trade Agreement Act
between USA and Latin American countries

« 1938 Declaration of American Principles

« 1938, Roosevelt created the Cultural Division
of the State Department for cultural
exchanges






OEBPS/OEBPS/images/11-2.jpg
Involvement
« President Wilsor's 14 Points basis
of peace
« Wilson compromised on reparations
« Wilson helped to set up the League
of Nations
« 1922 Washington Conference
limited number of capital ships
* USA helped to draw up 1928 Kellogg-Briand
Pact that outlawed war as national policy

Isolation

« Wilson called USA an associated power
not an ally

« Congress refused to ratify the Treaty
of Versailles

« USArefused to join League of Nations,
feared Monroe Doctrine was challenged
and the USA was losing sovereignty






