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Introduction


Christianity is the most popular religion in the world with more than half of the world’s population being adherents. Christianity is the predominant religion in Europe, in all the Americas, in Africa south of the thirteenth parallel, in Australasia, and has a presence in almost every country in the world.


Christianity has world importance, not only because of its numerical strength, but also because of its effects on the rise of science, capitalism and the Western lifestyle now dominating the world.


The importance of Christianity can be seen in the fact that the dating system used throughout the world dates everything from the birth of Jesus Christ (non-Christians call this dating system the Common Era).


Christianity developed from Judaism (Jesus and the 12 disciples were all Jews) and many Christians regard Christianity as the true form of Judaism. Christians worship the God of Judaism and accept all the prophets of Judaism. Indeed, the Jewish Bible is the part of the Christian Bible known as the Old Testament.


Christianity is not a European religion. It began in the Middle East and had its initial strength in Egypt and Asia Minor. Christianity spread into Africa and India at the same time as it moved into Western Europe.


This book gives readers an introduction to the Christian religion to help in understanding its main beliefs and practices, the different groups within Christianity, and Christian attitudes to the major issues of the modern world.


Christianity has world importance… because of its effects on the rise of science, capitalism and the Western lifestyle now dominating the world
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1 The main beliefs of Christianity


Basic beliefs


Christians are taught to believe the teachings of the creeds
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At their baptism, Christians accept the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed. This is a belief in:




	God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit (the Holy Trinity)



	God as creator and judge



	the Church



	the forgiveness of sins



	
life after death.





Christians then learn to live by the two great commandments of Jesus:




	love God


	love your neighbour as yourself.





As you will learn in this chapter, the creeds teach Christians to believe that there is only one God, who is active in the world as three persons:




	The Father who created everything.


	The Son who showed what God is like and saved people from sin.


	The Holy Spirit who brings God into people’s lives.





Christians term this belief the mystery of the Holy Trinity – God is three in one and one in three.
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KEY FACT
Christians do not believe in three gods, they believe in one God who is active in the world in three ways.
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The nature of God the Father


God the Father is the first person of the Trinity.


As the Father of the universe, Christians believe that God is:




	the Almighty – he is all-powerful


	the Eternal – he has no beginning or end


	the All-loving – he loves and cares for his creation


	the Judge – he will decide who goes to heaven.





Jesus called God his Father and told his disciples to call God their Father. This means that:




	Christians can have a personal relationship with God


	God provides for and protects Christians


	Christians can turn to God when they are in need.





‘One God and Father of all, who is over all… and in all.’


Ephesians 4:6


Christians believe that God the Father is also the Creator. They believe that the universe is not an accident because God created the universe and all the things in it, so that life has a meaning and purpose given to it by God.


If God is Creator, then life must be sacred because what God creates must be holy.


Christians also believe that as God has created the universe, the universe is good; it is human actions that bring evil into the world.


They also believe that God created human beings in his image, so humans are a special part of creation.


Christians believe that God created the world for humans to look after as his stewards.


God the Son and God the Holy Spirit


Christians believe that Jesus is God the Son. This means they believe that Jesus:




	was God incarnate (God became a human being on Earth)


	was both fully human and fully divine


	had God’s powers on Earth, which is why he could work miracles


	sacrificed himself for the sins of the world, bringing God’s salvation to humans


	brought humans eternal life by rising from the dead.





It also means that the life of Jesus:




	gives Christians a perfect example of how to live
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