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introduction


Poets, writers, singers and painters throughout the ages


have worshipped women and sung their praises without


ever exhausting their fount of inspiration. Beauty is,


of course, highly subjective and it could be argued that


it’s only with the advent of photography that we have


been able to judge at first hand how beauty is seen by


others. The camera has been able to capture evanescent


moments in time, the curve of a shoulder, the spark


in an eye, the flow of hair against diverse backgrounds,


the colour of skin, the delicate texture of flesh and life


in its hypnotic lens like no other observer could before.


But as well as providing us with unforgettable visions


of female reality it has also simultaneously conjured


up a fascinating other world of fantasy images where


women become unreal, representations of lust and


innocence that can appear miles away from the


ordinariness of everyday life.


The initial volume in the Mammoth Book of Erotic




Photography series appeared in 2001, followed by


another in 2005, so a further five years have since


passed during which mighty winds of change have


blown across both the photographic and the publishing


world. The majority of photographers now active in


the field mostly work in digital format, although there


remains a wonderful hardcore of traditionalists who


intend to continue working with film. On a separate


note, Polaroids have come to an end. The landscape


has changed, to say the least. In addition, the Internet


has also become an added and valued source for


material and publication which was not as generally


available a decade ago.


But one thing has not changed: the sheer beauty


of the female form.
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9


___


INTRODUCTION


It was often thought by primitive tribes that photographs


of people could steal their souls, while others believe


that the act of presenting images of women only serves


to objectify them, and skews our perception of their


essence, and demeans them. I disagree strongly with


both strands. There is an inherent lusciousness about
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