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Get Started


Getting crafty!


If you’re looking for


something creative to do,


this book is for you! It’s full


of fun, easy craft projects to


inspire you to make some


amazing things …


Transform your bedroom


with giant words or a lit-up


message.


Prepare for a party with a


confetti cannon and


chocolate decorations.


Sew a phone case, a handy


pocket or even a cuddly slug!


Make your own jewellery,


bath bombs and stationery.


Find out how to customise


your clothes from head to toe.


Upcycle old socks, clothes and


books to make something new.


MANY OF


THESE THINGS


MAKE GREAT


GIFTS







The maker movement


Long ago, most things were hand-made,


and everyone had crafting skills, such


as sewing, knitting or woodwork. Then,


as a result of modern factories and


materials, it became much easier to


buy things cheaply, and we no longer


needed to make our own.


More recently, though, many people have


started making things by hand again.


Crafts like woodworking and knitting,


which were once seen as old-fashioned,


are popular with young people again.


The joy of making


Making things is relaxing and enjoyable.


You can design things the way you want them and create


something unique to you, or make presents for friends and family.


The skills you learn are useful, too. Having crafting abilities means


you can fix things that are broken, and make things that you’d


never find in the shops. Instead of


buying new belongings all the time,


you can recycle and re-use old


items, reducing pollution


and waste in the process.


Designing and making


things as a hobby could


even lead to a career.


One day, you could be a


fashion designer, artist,


sculptor or engineer.


Tip


Turn to pages 4–7 to learn


about basic equipment and


techniques before you start.


Then flip back to those


pages later if you need


a reminder.







Art and craft equipment


To complete the projects in this book, you will need some art


and craft equipment and materials. Here’s a handy guide to


help you find the things you need.


It’s free!


Natural objects and leftover


packaging shouldn’t cost you


anything.


l


Leaves, sticks, pebbles and


seashells


l


Yoghurt pots, ice cream tubs


and other packaging


l


Cardboard boxes


l


Toilet roll and kitchen roll tubes


l


Fabric and buttons from old


clothes


l


Old socks and tights to make


toy stuffing


l


Old newspaper and wrapping


paper


Household items


Don’t forget to ask permission


before using items you have at


home.


l


Food wrap


l


Greaseproof paper


l


Cooking foil


l


Paper and card


l


Sticky tape


l


Glue


l


Scissors


l


Paint, pens and pencils


l


Sewing kit


l


String


l


Cooking ingredients


l


Paper cups


l


Balloons









Special items


For some projects, there are particular


things you may need to buy from a hobby


or craft store, or you could try looking


in charity shops, which often have


craft materials.


l


Modelling clay and air-drying clay


l


Plaster of Paris


l


Coloured or printed paper


l


Felt, fabric and ribbons


l


Embroidery threads


l


Chalk


l


Beads and necklace cord


l


Fabric dye


l


Fairy lights


Tip


You can get a lot of


these things in craft shops or


online – but ask around first,


as a friend or relative may


have something they no


longer need that you


could use.


Before you begin


Art and craft equipment can sometimes be tricky to use, dangerous


or very messy!


If you see this symbol, ask an adult for help or supervision.


You may need to use something sharp, electrical or hot.


If you see this symbol, ask an adult


for permission to do the activity.


If you see this symbol, it means


the activity is ultra-messy, so


you need to take extra care.


Wear old clothes and consider


doing the activity outside if the


weather is dry.























