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THIS IS MY L.A.



Los Angeles is a complex and magical city. Its varied landscape of coastline, mountains, wetlands, valleys, and waterways are wonders to explore. Yes, the endless urban sprawl and winding freeway mazes can be frustrating, but they can be thrilling, too. As you navigate L.A., you never know what the day may bring.


What really makes our city’s heart beat like no other are the people who call it home, many of whom have dreams of something greater and refuse to be defined or categorized in one way. As the whole world knows, we embrace imagination and experimentation, but also preservation. You’ll see these values come through in a multitude of ways, from our architecture to our nightlife. We prize our multiethnic population, which has succeeded in protecting beloved traditions as well as creating—out of the city’s intermingling of influences—new cuisines, art, and popular phenomena that are quintessentially L.A. The sheer volume of cultural offerings may feel overwhelming, but locals like it that way.


I was born in L.A., a child of immigrants, at a hospital with a view of the Hollywood Sign. I am raising another proud Angeleno who helps me see the city anew each day. But you don’t need to have Los Angeles on your birth certificate or follow every media-worthy trend to appreciate it. You just need a willingness to seek out the range of what makes this city so extraordinary—its gum-marked pavements and magnificent sunsets, street food fare and famous restaurants immortalized in song, concrete-lined river and sparkling ocean waters.


The following are 52 ways to experience Los Angeles throughout the year. Go forth by car, by public transit, by bike, and on foot. Each mode of transportation will reveal something new and unexpected.
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Downtown L.A. skyline
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TO DO LISTS


Iconic L.A.


3 Feast on famous chicken in Hollywood


7 Find Griffith Park’s hidden gems


8 Sample late-night tacos on Sunset Boulevard


9 See California’s overlooked history at the Great Wall of Los Angeles


10 Revel in L.A. car culture at Van Nuys Cruise Night


11 Watch movies in historic theaters


14 Get your photo taken by a local legend


15 See stars at L.A. County’s observatories


23 Bike along the L.A. River


24 Tour Downtown architecture


30 Find unexpected art and culture in L.A.’s cemeteries
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Entertainment and Events


1 Cycle down car-free streets during CicLAvia


2 See all-female mariachi bands


4 Dance under the stars at Chinatown Summer Nights


5 Sharpen your comedy chops, practice magic, and join the circus . . . It’s L.A.


6 Sing along at Idle Hour’s drag brunch


10 Revel in L.A. car culture at Van Nuys Cruise Night


11 Watch movies in historic theaters


21 Celebrate life and death during Día de los Muertos


27 Check out the L.A. jazz scene


29 Learn some new moves at Dance DTLA


33 Dance while you browse at Crenshaw Mall’s Saturday markets


49 Take an art road trip in the Coachella Valley
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Food and Drink


3 Feast on famous chicken in Hollywood


6 Sing along at Idle Hour’s drag brunch


8 Sample late-night tacos on Sunset Boulevard


18 Go on a bar crawl at Hollywood hotels


20 Shop for art and wine in West Adams


22 Eat with your hands in Little Ethiopia


26 Enjoy the cultural feast of the Piñata District


28 Eat your way around Asia at specialty markets


33 Dance while you browse at Crenshaw Mall’s Saturday markets


35 Go international bakery-hopping in East Hollywood


37 Steep yourself in the city’s teahouse culture


38 Get a taste of L.A. at Homeboy Bakery and Homegirl Café


40 Savor L.A.’s multicultural flavors at celebrated family-run eateries


46 Pick fresh produce from SoCal farms
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Get Outside


1 Cycle down car-free streets during CicLAvia


7 Find Griffith Park’s hidden gems


17 Catch skyline views from Vista Hermosa Natural Park


19 Ride a swan boat


23 Bike along the L.A. River


25 Go on a lakeside walk beneath the Hollywood Sign


31 Stroll around the Venice Canals


43 Picnic and park-hop in seaside San Pedro


44 Wander the tide pools at Abalone Cove Beach


45 Play in the snow and sand on the same day


46 Pick fresh produce from SoCal farms


47 Enjoy nearby nature and small-town charm in Ojai


50 Captain your own boat on Lake San Marcos


52 Spend the night on Catalina Island
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Art and Culture


2 See all-female mariachi bands


9 See California’s overlooked history at the Great Wall of Los Angeles


11 Watch movies in historic theaters


12 Take a walking tour of Los Feliz architecture


14 Get your photo taken by a local legend


20 Shop for art and wine in West Adams


21 Celebrate life and death during Día de los Muertos


24 Tour Downtown architecture


27 Check out the L.A. jazz scene


30 Find unexpected art and culture in L.A.’s cemeteries


34 Delve into the world’s largest LGBTQ collection at ONE Archives


36 Get creative with local artisans


42 Catch rising SoCal stars at the Vincent Price Art Museum


49 Take an art road trip in the Coachella Valley
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Neighborhoods and City Streets


4 Dance under the stars at Chinatown Summer Nights


8 Sample late-night tacos on Sunset Boulevard


10 Revel in L.A. car culture at Van Nuys Cruise Night


12 Take a walking tour of Los Feliz architecture


13 Buy fresh blooms in the Flower District


16 Tour Historic Filipinotown by Jeepney


18 Go on a bar crawl at Hollywood hotels


20 Shop for art and wine in West Adams


22 Eat with your hands in Little Ethiopia


24 Tour Downtown architecture


26 Enjoy the cultural feast of the Piñata District


31 Stroll around the Venice Canals


35 Go international bakery-hopping in East Hollywood


41 Take a Metro tour of Boyle Heights
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For All Ages


1 Cycle down car-free streets during CicLAvia


7 Find Griffith Park’s hidden gems


15 See stars at L.A. County’s observatories


19 Ride a swan boat


25 Go on a lakeside walk beneath the Hollywood Sign


26 Enjoy the cultural feast of the Piñata District


29 Learn some new moves at Dance DTLA


43 Picnic and park-hop in seaside San Pedro


44 Wander the tide pools at Abalone Cove Beach


45 Play in the snow and sand on the same day


46 Pick fresh produce from SoCal farms


51 Ride the Pacific Surfliner to Solana Beach
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Get Out of Town


43 Picnic and park-hop in seaside San Pedro


44 Wander the tide pools at Abalone Cove Beach


45 Play in the snow and sand on the same day


46 Pick fresh produce from SoCal farms


47 Enjoy nearby nature and small-town charm in Ojai


48 Get away to Santa Barbara


49 Take an art road trip in the Coachella Valley


50 Captain your own boat on Lake San Marcos


51 Ride the Pacific Surfliner to Solana Beach


52 Spend the night on Catalina Island





1 Cycle down car-free streets during CicLAvia



Entertainment and Events • Get Outside • For All Ages




Why Go: Enjoy the rare opportunity to enjoy miles of car-free streets in the city.


Where: Citywide


Timing: CicLAvia takes place on Sundays a few times a year, typically 9am-4pm. The annual Heart of LA event generally takes place in October. Check the website for schedules and access points.





When it comes to exploring the city’s streets and neighborhoods, no event is as thrilling as the no-cars affair CicLAvia (213/355-8500, www.ciclavia.org, free). Since 2010, the program, which temporarily closes roads to motor vehicle traffic, has attracted thousands of people to enjoy city streets by foot, bike, scooter, stroller, wheelchair, skateboard, and more. Prior to its launch, the only other way to experience open streets like this was by participating in the L.A. Marathon. But as organizers will remind you, CicLAvia is not a race, but a journey—where everyone wins.


While all are welcome to join so long as their method of transport is human-powered, bicyclists dominate the events. The first route that kicked off CicLAvia was the “Heart of LA.” It was one of the most incredible days I’ve ever spent in Los Angeles. Part of the joy was just seeing bikers of all ages converging on the route from all directions, with riders excitedly screaming and hollering, including kids on tricycles pedaling with fury, like they owned the road. On CicLAvia days, we all do.


The Heart of LA ride has become an annual event. The exact route varies year to year, but it guides riders in and around Downtown and surrounding neighborhoods, often by cultural sites like City Hall, Little Tokyo’s Japanese American National Museum, Chinatown’s Central Plaza, and Boyle Heights’ Mariachi Plaza. A recurring South L.A. event has led participants to the Watts Towers, Promenade of Prominence Walk of Fame, Ted Watkins Memorial Park, Dunbar Hotel, Central Avenue Jazz Park, and Bowers Retail Square.
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riders at the TCL Chinese Theatre on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
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bicyclists on Wilshire Boulevard
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author with her family at the 2019 Heart of LA ride





Other CicLAvia events vary. Past events have included Meet the Hollywoods (West to East Hollywood) and Iconic Wilshire Boulevard. Others have taken people through neighborhoods in Greater L.A. County like Wilmington, Culver City, and Pasadena.


On each route—which range around 3-7 miles—CicLAvia establishes hubs, often around Metro stations, public parks, or landmarks, where live entertainment also often takes place. Local bands, DJs, and dancers might be among the scheduled attractions, but welcome guerilla performances also occur simultaneously along the routes. There are water and bike tune-up stations, bathrooms, first-aid services, and photo booths. Keep an out for Las Fotos Project (http://lasfotosproject.org), an organization that works with teenage girls from communities of color to empower them and elevate their voices through the medium of photography; one of my best family photos was taken (for free!) by one of these talented photographers. You can also check out independently owned shops along each route.


For me, the climax of a CicLAvia ride occurs when you move from a narrow neighborhood street to a crowded hub or famous landmark amid an expanse of smiling participants. It always punctuates an “I love L.A.” moment, making me wonder, “Why can’t every day be like this?” The diversity of the city’s residents, neighborhoods, and architecture is on full display. CicLAvia offers some of the best people-watching in town; don’t be surprised to find yourself riding or walking alongside a person in an armadillo costume nearly the size of a small car, a 10-foot-high unicycle rider, or the mayor of Los Angeles. When I asked the CicLAvia team about their favorite sightings, they said, “A skateboarding granny [regular participant Swee (Ool) Woo], a pack of longboarders, a formal dinner table set for eight, groups on wheelchairs, roller derby teams, and stroller parties.”


Some tips: Remember to wear comfortable shoes and attire, bring a water bottle to stay hydrated, and wear a hat to keep cool. If you’re biking, check your chain, tires, and brakes to ensure everything is in good shape. It’s always smart to pack your own pump and tools, and to wear a helmet. If you don’t have your own bike, there are usually Metro bikes (http://bikeshare.metro.net) at the hubs. CicLAvia also offers free pedicab rides at each hub for anyone who wants a ride to the next hub. The organization posts a set of rules to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all. It’s fun to kick off your ride right when the route opens at 9am to be at the front of the pack, but it’s also awesome to start later in the day and be in the midst of a sea of bikers.


See you at the next one!





2 See all-female mariachi bands



Entertainment and Events • Art and Culture




Why Go: L.A.’s numerous award-winning all-female mariachi bands are part of a revolutionary movement in music, and seeing them perform live is enthralling and inspiring.


Where: Citywide


Timing: These mariachi bands play at different city festivals throughout the year. You can also catch shows by following the bands’ social media or hiring them for a party!





Mariachi music is an integral part of Los Angeles life. You’ll hear Mexico’s traditional folk music playing in passing cars. Live performances take place on public plazas and at local restaurants. And then there’s my favorite way to experience mariachi music: serendipitously happening upon a band rehearsing in a public park or walking down a neighborhood street to serenade a birthday celebrant. But while every Angeleno has seen a mariachi band somewhere in the city, not everyone has seen an all-female mariachi band play—and they should.


L.A. is home to a vibrant mariachi scene in general, with such popular events as the Mariachi USA festival (http://mariachiusa.com, summer) held annually at the Hollywood Bowl and bands playing daily at Boyle Heights’ Mariachi Plaza.


But it also proudly boasts a number of all-female bands. Remember these names: Mariachi Reyna de Los Angeles (http://reynadelosangelesmusic.com), Mariachi Las Adelitas (www.mariachilasadelitas.com), Las Colibrí (http://colibrient.com), Mariachi Divas de Cindy Shea (www.mariachidivas.com), Mariachi Las Catrinas (www.facebook.com/mariachilascatrinas), Mariachi Lindas Mexicanas (www.facebook.com/mariachilindasmexicanas), Mariachi Nuevo Mujer 2000 (www.mariachinuevomujer2000.com), and The Mariachi Conservatory All Female Ensemble (http://themariachiconservatory.org). Almost all of these bands were founded by and are led by women, and they are each making history by playing music traditionally played by men—bringing their own unique takes on the genre through their choices of instruments and costumes, giving contemporary songs the mariachi treatment, and writing their own music from a woman’s point of view.
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Las Colibrí at the 57th Annual L.A. County Holiday Celebration at the Music Center
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The Mariachi Conservatory All Female Ensemble at a practice session





Witnessing female artists forging a new tradition evokes a profound sense of joy and empowerment. Imagine a chorus of upwards of 12 female voices singing mariachi songs in unison on stage, or an all-female trumpet section playing in a plaza or restaurant. They bring a completely different sound and energy to a live performance. Most bands don their colorful and ornately decorated traje de charro suits with pride, while some opt for more feminine attire, such as skirts and blouses. Other musical and artistic choices—from the number of band members to how the musicians do their makeup—distinguish the bands. Despite a long history of watching on the sidelines or being token members of male groups, these musicians have emerged as Grammy and Latin Grammy winners for their craft, which started with their live performances.


You might catch the bands at venues such as the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse (320 S. Mission Dr., San Gabriel, 626/308-2865, http://missionplayhouse.com), just east of the city, which hosts the annual International Mariachi Women’s Festival (www.mariachiwomen.org, Mar.); The Ford (2580 Cahuenga Blvd. E., 323/850-2000, www.theford.com); Music Center (135 N. Grand Ave., 213/972-7211, www.musiccenter.org); and La Plaza de Cultura y Artes (501 N. Main St., 213/542-6200, http://lapca.org [URL inactive]). With each appearance, they grow their fan base and inspire new generations of girls and women to take up mariachi instruments or start their own mariachi bands.
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International Mariachi Women’s Festival at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse





Check out the bands’ respective websites or social media to see where they’ll play next, view past performances, or book a band for your next special occasion!





3 Feast on famous chicken in Hollywood



Iconic L.A. • Food and Drink • For All Ages




Why Go: Sate your chicken cravings at these local institutions that are so good they’ve inspired songs.


Where: Hollywood • Metro bus 2 or LADOT Hollywood/Wilshire Southbound DASH to Sunset/Gower (Roscoe’s) • Metro bus 2 to Sunset/Normandie (Zankou Chicken)


Timing: Roscoe’s and Zankou are open morning until midnight. Get your order to go or eat in to soak up the scenes.





Being in the know about two casual chicken-centric eateries in the city will immediately identify you as a local (or an L.A. insider). Each has multiple locations in Southern California, but the oldest L.A. incarnations are the most iconic—both are frequently referenced in pop culture. They’re located in Hollywood, just over a mile apart, touting secret recipes that have lasted the test of time and drawing people from near and far. If you’re ambitious, you could try both in a day, brunching at Roscoe’s, catching a movie in the area or walking off the hearty meal in nearby green spaces, then grabbing dinner at Zankou.


Soul-food chain Roscoe’s House of Chicken & Waffles (1514 N. Gower St., 323/466-7452, www.roscoeschickenandwaffles.com) has been name-checked in songs by numerous hip-hop and rap artists, including Nicki Minaj and Tyler, The Creator. Stevie Wonder and Natalie Cole visited in the ’70s. Snoop Dogg is a longtime regular. Tupac Shakur’s 1996 music video for “To Live and Die in L.A.” ends with a food fight in front of Roscoe’s Hollywood location, and that joy you see on the crowd’s faces? That’s the spirit of the place. Originally from Harlem, Herb Hudson opened the first Roscoe’s in Long Beach (since closed) in 1975 before opening this outpost, featuring interior wood paneling and neon signage, near the Hollywood Walk of Fame and movie studios. The Southern-style, deliciously crispy chicken and waffles found fans in no time. People also rave about the mixed greens, corn bread, yams, biscuits, and mac and cheese. A classic “Scoe’s” order comes with two pieces of fried chicken—you can choose which parts of the chicken you want—and two waffles. Add on one of Roscoe’s signature layered juice drinks: the Sunrise (orange juice with lemonade) or Sunset (fruit punch with lemonade). Without fail, at any hour, this location will have a line of people waiting outside, with lots of couples and families and everyone else under the sun just smiling ear to ear and talking up a storm. It might take around 15-20 minutes for a table, but the people-watching here is great, and you can check out the action while you wait.
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Zankou Chicken platter
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rotating spits at Zankou Chicken
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iconic Roscoe’s sign
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fried chicken and waffles at Roscoe’s





While it underwent a major renovation in recent years, you might recognize Zankou Chicken (5065 Sunset Blvd., 323/665-7845, www.zankouchicken.la) from Childish Gambino’s (aka Donald Glover’s) 2015 music video for “Sober,” featuring him dancing on the eatery’s tables. Native Angeleno Beck sang in memorable fashion about Zankou Chicken in the 1999 song “Debra.” The Iskenderian family first opened Zankou Chicken in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1962. They eventually sold it, moved to Los Angeles, and, in 1984, opened this Sunset Boulevard location in an area that later became designated as Little Armenia, serving their beloved rotisserie chicken and secret garlic sauce. My parents have been ordering takeout from Zankou Chicken ever since, and passed their love for it on to their daughters and grandkids. As noted above its entrance, the restaurant is “Open 364 Days”; the only day it’s closed is April 24, Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day. There are often lines here, but service is fast and there are usually open tables. Order from the stainless-steel counter that runs the length of the restaurant, where the rotating spits will tempt you from behind the cashier. Get the rotisserie chicken, in any form; it’s juicy and flavorful, and you can take your pick of white or dark meat. My family prefers to get individual chicken plates, which include the garlic sauce as well as hummus, tomatoes, pickled turnips, yellow peppers, and pita bread. We always order extra garlic sauce, plus a side of tabbouleh and basmati rice. It can get messy, and that garlic sauce will linger on your breath and hands for a while—but it’s worth it.
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exterior of Zankou Chicken on Sunset Boulevard





Connect with . . .


7 Find Griffith Park’s hidden gems


11 Watch movies in historic theaters


25 Go on a lakeside walk beneath the Hollywood Sign





4 Dance under the stars at Chinatown Summer Nights



Entertainment and Events • Neighborhoods and City Streets • For All Ages




Why Go: This seasonal all-ages experience celebrates Chinese culture and is hands-down one of the best outdoor dance parties of the year—replete with confetti cannons.


Where: Chinatown, along N. Broadway Ave. and N. Hill St. between Bernard St. and W. College Ave. • Metro L Line (Gold) to Chinatown Station • Metro bus 81 to Hill/College


Timing: This event takes place 5pm-midnight one Saturday a month June-August. Finding parking gets more difficult (and more expensive) over the course of the night; consider carpooling, using a ride-hailing service, or taking public transit.





Live in L.A. long enough and you are likely to have a favorite Chinatown memory—I have many. As a child it was walking across Central Plaza with my Filipino Chinese lola (grandmother) to purchase steamed pork buns, or siopao (as Filipinos call them), at Wonder Bakery and walking farther down Broadway to pick up fresh strawberry cake at Phoenix Bakery for every birthday celebration. Since 2010, many Angelenos have one treasured memory in common: Chinatown Summer Nights (213/680-0243, http://chinatownsummernights.com, free), a multisensory, multiblock party held monthly in season. As the San Gabriel Valley became the destination for more varied and authentic Chinese food, the event was launched to attract new people to the area and bring back past visitors. The summer series has brought crowds to patronize the local businesses, but also something arguably more vital: Angelenos of all ages and backgrounds, partying in the neighborhood together and taking in all of its offerings.


While it has gotten more corporate over the years, the outdoor event remains a joy, whether you’re with friends, on a date, or have kids or lively grandparents in tow. Chinatown’s colorful neon signs and rows of hanging lanterns seem to shine brighter on these glorious Saturday evenings, when a neighborhood that usually feels like a dusty Hollywood set is transformed into the bustling heart of Los Angeles, with thousands of people filling its plazas. There are music and dance performances celebrating Chinese culture, culinary demonstrations, arts and crafts activities, and vendors selling goods. You’ll generally find a food-truck parade serving different cuisines on Jung Jing Road, where you can also snap a pic with the Bruce Lee statue (Jung Jing Rd. at Sun Mun Way). The LA Weekly Live Music Stage features local bands in the parking lot behind Wonder Bakery (943 N. Broadway). But we all know the place to be at 8pm: the dance floor in Central Plaza (943-951 N. Broadway), where happy Angelenos dance and revel while setting off confetti cannons in all directions as KCRW DJs spin. Join in the fun by purchasing your own confetti cannons—available in multiple sizes—from stores in the plaza! (Just watch your step to make sure you don’t trip over a kid collecting confetti from the floor.)
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reveler collecting confetti in the Central Plaza
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Chinatown Summer Nights
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neon signage in the Central Plaza
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Bruce Lee statue by artist Zhong Zhiyuan in Chinatown’s Central Plaza





It gets cool at night, so bring a jacket. When you need to get away from the hubbub, slip into a restaurant for a meal. Our family and friends stick to tried-and-true favorites: Full House Seafood Restaurant (963. N. Hill St., 213/617-8382, www.fullhouseseafood.com) for snow pea leaves, salt-and-pepper shrimp (request no shell), and the house special pan-fried noodles; Golden Dragon Restaurant (960 N. Broadway, 213/626-2039, www.goldendragonla.com) for dumplings and a mango pudding palate cleanser; and Yang Chow (819. N. Broadway, 213/625-7901, www.yangchow.com), where everyone loves the slippery shrimp.


You’ll arrive home with remnants of the night: colorful strips of confetti in your clothes or bag. Hopefully you had such a good time that you’re inclined to save them.


Connect with . . .


14 Get your photo taken by a local legend


37 Steep yourself in the city’s teahouse culture (Steep LA)


40 Savor L.A.’s multicultural flavors at celebrated family-run eateries (The Little Jewel of New Orleans Grocery & Deli)





5 Sharpen your comedy chops, practice magic, and join the circus . . . It’s L.A.



Entertainment and Events • Art and Culture




Why Go: Take classes in various art forms from veterans of the craft in the entertainment capital of the world.


Where: Citywide


Timing: Classes are offered at these institutions throughout the year and can range from an hour to six weeks.





If you’ve ever dreamt of taking to the stage as an aerialist, magician, or comedian, Los Angeles has schools to help make them a reality!


Founded in 2009 by former Cirque du Soleil aerialist and Pickle Family Circus performer Aloysia Gavre and veteran theater, film, and TV producer Rex Camphuis, Cirque School (5640 1/2 Hollywood Blvd., 424/226-2477, www.cirqueschool.com) in Hollywood aims to make the circus arts more accessible to the general public, supported by its tagline: “anybody with any body.” As someone who has been watching shows by the internationally renowned Cirque du Soleil for decades, the school instantly piqued my interest. It’s for anyone who has ever imagined themselves dangling, twirling, and swinging in the air. When you first arrive and see students doing just that on the school’s various apparatus, the question you may ask yourself (as I did) is, “Can I do that?” Cirque School’s exhilarating indoor playground is equipped with hanging ropes, rows of trapeze bars, and streams of colorful, flowing fabrics. Although daunted, I was surprisingly—given my lack of a daily exercise regimen apart from casual walks—able to dangle from and strike poses on a trapeze during my first class, thanks to the support of my instructors and classmates. A willingness to try is everything. Cirque School offers four beginner classes: Acro-Fit 101 (overall strength building and rope work), Aerial 101 (trapeze and silks/fabric), Handstands 101, and Stretch 101. Each 60-minute class is broken into different segments to focus on training your body to use a specific apparatus and perform a series of tricks. Reserve classes (single class $30, discounts for 15-class purchase) in advance online. They’re generally capped at eight students. If you take courses regularly, you’ll also have the opportunity to participate in a recital, where you can show off and truly live out your circus dreams.
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students on aerial silks at Cirque School





The Academy of Magical Arts was formed by attorney and magic enthusiast Will W. Larsen Sr. in 1951. It hosts classes in the exclusive and renowned Magic Castle (7001 Franklin Ave., 323/851-3313, www.magiccastle.com) overlooking Hollywood, a private Chateauesque clubhouse for magicians opened by Larsen’s sons, Milt and Bill Jr. in 1963. Only members (including the likes of Penn & Teller, Larry Wilmore, Neil Patrick Harris, and Rob Zabrecky) and their invited guests, or those who’ve booked a room directly with the affiliated Magic Castle Hotel next door, can attend the clubhouse’s daily magic shows—to which everyone in L.A. wants to score an invite. Fortunately, membership isn’t required to enroll in the academy’s popular six-week magic course ($350), which entails one two-hour class a week, with 12 students max. Students must be 21 and over. Start with Magic I to get an overview of the basics, including magic history and theory and introductory effects and techniques. You’ll be given how-to handouts and a number of props, such as card decks, special coins, cups and balls, and, of course, a wand. In the classroom, students have their own tables and face the instructor, who guides them through how to perform different illusions. By the end of the six weeks, you’ll be ready to do a few tricks at your next social gathering! My husband, who took the course, is proof of this. If you’re hooked, you can retake the class to really hone those skills or continue with other classes in the series. A major perk of taking a class here is being granted the much sought-after entry to the clubhouse while enrolled. Take full advantage of this to see some of the most talented magicians in the world perform in different theaters in the multilevel space, or close up at magic tables, amid ornately decorated rooms featuring velvet galore and vintage magic posters and artifacts. My family is fans of Tokyo’s Shoot Ogawa and Philadelphia’s Eric Jones—both have appeared on the TV series Penn & Teller: Fool Us and Masters of Illusion—and Magic Castle instructors Kayla Drescher and friend Alfonso, who regularly perform in the clubhouse. There’s a strict business/evening attire dress code for everyone who attends the clubhouse’s shows as well as its classes.
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