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'B

RE

AK

T

HE

M

OU

LD

'

 

I

 


wo


nd


er 


wh


et


he


r yo


u'


ve e


ve


r t


ho


ug


ht 


to y


ou


rs


el


f: 


I wo


ul


d l


ov


e 


to 


st


an


d o


ut


. To 


do 


th


in


gs 


di


ff


er


en


tl


y. 


To 


ma


ke 


a d


if


fe


re


nc


e. 


To 


ch


an


ge 


th


e w


or


ld


. T


o b


re


ak 


th


e m


ou


ld


. B


ut 


yo


u i


gu


re


d - 


no


, th


at


’s i


mp


os


si


bl


e. 


In m


an


y wa


ys


, th


at w


as m


y st


or


y. O


r, i


t co


ul


d ha


ve b


ee


n. 


Wh


en I w


as y


ou


ng


er


, I wa


nt


ed t


o be a t


ea


ch


er


, I wa


nt


ed t


o wo


rk i


n 


fa


sh


ion a


nd I w


an


te


d to c


ha


ng


e th


e wo


rl


d. B


ut I


’m a li


tt


le p


er


so


n. 


I h


av


e d


wa


ri


sm


, w


h


ch 


s 


a p


hy


s


ca


l d


s


ab


l


ty 


th


at 


me


an


s m


y 


ar


ms a


nd l


eg


s ar


e a li


tt


le bi


t sh


or


te


r th


an m


os


t pe


op


le


. Gr


ow


in


g 


up


, th


er


e we


re


n’


t ve


ry m


an


y te


ac


he


rs


, or w


ri


te


rs


, or f


as


hio


n 


de


si


gn


er


s, o


r ac


ti


vi


st


s wh


o we


re d


is


ab


le


d li


ke m


e. 


Not 


se


ein


g s


om


eo


ne 


wh


o lo


ok


ed l


ik


e m


e i


n th


e pl


ac


es I 


lo


ng


ed 


to 


be


, me


an


t th


at I u


se


d to t


hi


nk t


ha


t my d


re


am


s we


re i


mp


os


si


bl


e. 


Bu


t fr


om m


y ea


rl


ie


st d


ay


s, m


y pa


re


nt


s  en


co


ur


ag


ed m


e to b


el


ie


ve 


th


at I c


ou


ld d


o an


yt


hi


ng t


ha


t I dr


ea


me


d of


. Th


ey t


ol


d me t


ha


t I 


m


gh


t h


av


e t


o i


nd 


a d


f


fe


re


nt 


wa


y t


o a


ch


e


ve 


my 


dr


ea


m, 


bu


t 


t 


wa


sn


’t i


mp


os


si


bl


e. J


us


t be


ca


us


e it h


ad


n’


t be


en d


on


e be


fo


re


, 


 


t d


d


n’


t me


an t


ha


t I co


ul


dn


’t b


e th


e ir


st


. 
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I w


en


t o


n t


o b


ec


om


e t


he 


ir


st 


l


tt


le 


pe


rs


on 


to 


be 


on 


th


e c


ov


er 


of 


Vog


ue


, a 


mo


nt


hl


y f


as


ho


n a


nd 


l


fe


st


yl


e m


ag


az


n


e. 


I w


as 


th


e i


rs


t 


li


tt


le p


er


so


n to a


tt


en


d th


e Me


t Ga


la – a ve


ry f


an


cy f


un


dr


ai


si


ng b


al


l 


wh


er


e lot


s of c


el


eb


ri


ti


es g


et d


re


ss


ed u


p in a


ma


zi


ng c


os


tu


me


s. 


I c


re


at


ed 


th


e i


rs


t l


t


tl


e p


er


so


n d


ol


l a


nd 


th


e i


rs


t l


t


tl


e p


er


so


n 


ma


nn


eq


ui


n, b


ec


au


se w


he


n I wa


s gr


ow


in


g up


, th


er


e we


re n


ev


er 


an


y to


ys o


r sh


op m


an


ne


qu


in


s th


at l


oo


ke


d li


ke m


e. I i


nt


ro


du


ce


d 


th


e wo


rd f


or l


it


tl


e pe


rs


on i


nt


o th


e Ir


is


h di


ct


ion


ar


y an


d in


to I


ri


sh 


S


gn 


La


ng


ua


ge 


an


d I 


am 


th


e i


rs


t l


t


tl


e p


er


so


n t


o e


ve


r a


dv


s


e t


he 


Pr


es


id


en


t of I


re


la


nd


. I’m p


ar


t of a g


ro


up o


f pe


op


le


, ca


ll


ed t


he 


Co


un


ci


l of S


ta


te


, wh


o he c


al


ls o


n wh


en


ev


er t


he


re i


s a big d


ec


is


ion 


to b


e ma


de


.  


I wa


s ab


le t


o fu


li


l my d


re


am


s. N


ow I w


an


t to h


el


p yo


u fu


li


l yo


ur


s. 
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PE


RM


IS


SI


ON


 T


O 


DR


EA


M


Th


e ac


t of m


ak


in


g a dr


ea


m a re


al


it


y do


es n


ot ha


pp


en o


ve


rn


ig


ht


. 


It t


ak


es t


im


e, e


ff


or


t an


d pe


rs


ev


er


an


ce


, bu


t YO


U ca


n ma


ke i


t 


ha


pp


en


. Yo


u ca


n di


sc


ov


er a


nd c


re


at


e yo


ur o


wn d


re


am


s an


d I wa


nt 


to s


ho


w yo


u ho


w. L


et


’s r


ew


in


d an


d s


te


p ba


ck i


n ti


me t


o my 


ve


ry 


ir


st d


ay o


f sc


ho


ol 


…


I w


as 


SO 


ne


rvo


us


. I 


wa


nt


ed 


to 


ma


ke 


fr


e


nd


s a


nd 


I w


an


te


d t


o i


t 


n. 


I 


lo


ok


ed d


if


fe


re


nt f


ro


m th


e oth


er g


ir


ls i


n my c


la


ss


. I wa


s co


nc


er


ne


d 


th


at 


th


ey 


mi


gh


t not k


no


w h


ow 


to t


al


k t


o me


, or 


wh


at 


to 


sa


y. 


I 


wa


s wo


rr


ie


d th


at t


hei


r ne


rvo


us


ne


ss m


ig


ht h


av


e me


an


t th


at t


he


y 


wo


ul


dn


’t t


al


k to m


e at a


ll


. I de


ci


de


d to i


nt


ro


du


ce m


ys


el


f, t


o pu


t 


ev


er


yo


ne a


t ea


se


. So I t


ol


d th


em a s


to


ry a


bo


ut m


e. 


It w


as j


us


t a fe


w li


ne


s. I p


ra


ct


is


ed i


t at h


om


e in f


ro


nt o


f th


e mi


rr


or 


an


d fe


lt a m


ix o


f fe


ar a


nd e


xc


it


em


en


t. I w


al


ke


d in


to t


he c


la


ss


ro


om 


an


d e


ve


ry


on


e l


oo


ke


d a


t m


e. 


Th


ey 


al


l w


or


e t


he 


sa


me 


cl


oth


es


: a 


br


ig


ht 


bl


ue j


um


pe


r, s


hi


rt


, bo


wt


ie 


an


d p


in


af


or


e. I w


or


e t


he


m t


oo 


an


d in o


ur u


ni


fo


rm


, I lo


ok


ed l


ik


e th


e oth


er g


ir


ls


, ju


st s


ma


ll


er


.
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Th


e te


ac


he


r to


ld t


he c


la


ss t


ha


t I wa


s th


eir n


ew c


la


ss


ma


te a


nd 


as


ke


d me t


o sa


y he


ll


o. I


t wa


s my m


om


en


t. S


ta


nd


in


g in f


ro


nt o


f 


th


em


, I wa


ve


d an


d sm


il


ed


. I to


ok a d


ee


p br


ea


th a


nd s


ai


d,


'


Hi


, my n


am


e is 


SI


N


É


AD.


 


I am f


ou


r ye


ar


s ol


d. I h


av


e 


AC


HO


ND


RO


PLAS


IA


. T


ha


t'


s s


pe


lle


d


 


a-c


-h


-o-n


-d


-r


-o-p


-l


-a


-s


-i


-a


. 


It m


ea


ns t


ha


t I'


m a 


LI


TT


LE P


ER


SO


N


 


an


d I ca


n do m


ost t


hi


ngs


 


ju


st l


ik


e yo


u.


'


 


It 


wa


s n


ot o


nl


y m


y i


rs


t d


ay 


of 


sc


ho


ol


, 


t w


as 


al


so 


my 


fo


ur


th 


bir


th


da


y. 


Th


e te


ac


he


r ha


d a lo


ok o


n he


r fa


ce t


ha


t sa


id s


he w


as


n’


t ex


pe


ct


in


g 


a sp


ee


ch


. It w


as t


he k


in


d of l


oo


k wh


er


e an a


du


lt i


s tr


yi


ng t


hei


r be


st 


not t


o sm


il


e, b


ut t


he


y ca


n’


t co


nt


ro


l it a


nd a g


ri


n st


re


tc


he


s ac


ro


ss 


th


eir f


ac


e. 
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Th


e c


la


ss


sho


ut


ed


,


‘Welcome SiNEad’


an


d o


ve


r-


em


ph


as


s


ed 


ev


er


y s


yl


la


bl


e 


n m


y n


am


e. 


W


th 


so 


ma


ny 


vo


ce


s, 


t 


so


un


de


d l


k


e S


h


n-


ay


e-


ye


d. 


It 


d


dn


’t 


ma


tt


er


, I 


wa


s p


ar


t 


of t


he c


la


ss


, I wo


ul


d sp


en


d eig


ht y


ea


rs i


n a cl


as


sr


oo


m wi


th t


he


se 


gi


rl


s an


d, a


lr


ea


dy


, I fe


lt a


cc


ep


te


d. I w


as o


ne o


f th


em


.


Th


ey h


ad m


ad


e sm


al


l ch


an


ge


s to h


el


p me f


ee


l co


mf


or


ta


bl


e. A


t th


e 


ba


ck o


f th


e cl


as


sr


oo


m, w


e hu


ng u


p ou


r co


at


s, h


at


s an


d sc


ar


ve


s 


on b


ri


gh


t, c


ol


ou


rf


ul h


oo


ks


. Mi


ne w


as a


t th


e en


d of t


he r


ow a


nd 


mu


ch l


ow


er t


ha


n th


e re


st


. Th


e abi


li


ty t


o ha


ng m


y co


at u


p, o


n my 


ow


n, 


mi


gh


t s


ee


m tr


iv


ia


l o


r un


im


po


rt


an


t, 


bu


t i


t a


ll


ow


ed 


me 


to b


e a 


st


ud


en


t in t


he s


am


e wa


y as e


ve


ry


on


e el


se


. 


In m


y cl


as


sr


oo


m, t


he


re w


er


e th


ir


ty s


pa


ce


s fo


r ch


il


dr


en t


o si


t an


d 


ev


er


y t


ab


le 


an


d c


ha


r 


lo


ok


ed 


th


e s


am


e - 


wo


od


en 


w


th 


re


d m


et


al 


ba


rs f


or t


he l


eg


s. M


y se


at w


as a


t th


e fr


on


t of t


he r


oo


m, m


y ta


bl


e 


an


d ch


ai


r we


re i


de


nt


ic


al t


o ev


er


yo


ne e


ls


e'


s, b


ut s


ma


ll


er


. Th


e le


gs 


ha


d be


en s


ho


rt


en


ed


, an


d th


ey w


er


e ju


st t


he r


ig


ht h


eig


ht f


or m


e to 


be a


bl


e to s


it d


ow


n, w


it


ho


ut u


si


ng a f


oot


st


oo


l an


d wi


th


ou


t ha


vi


ng 


to a


sk a


ny


on


e fo


r he


lp


. 
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I lo


ve


d sc


ho


ol


. In t


he c


la


ss


ro


om i


t se


em


ed a


ny


th


in


g wa


s po


ss


ib


le


. 


Th


er


e wa


s a pl


ay


ho


us


e ne


st


le


d in t


he c


or


ne


r an


d in


si


de


, th


er


e 


we


re


co


st


umes


and


lot


s o


f a


cc


ess


or


ies


. I


re


me


mb


er


spe


ndi


ng


ho


ur


s dr


es


si


ng u


p, s


om


et


im


es a


s a do


ct


or w


ea


ri


ng a w


hi


te c


oa


t 


ov


er m


y un


if


or


m, w


it


h a st


et


ho


sc


op


e ar


ou


nd m


y ne


ck


. Ot


he


r ti


me


s 


we


ar


in


g a ch


ef


’s h


at a


nd j


ac


ke


t, a


nd e


ve


ry n


ow a


nd t


he


n,  w


ea


ri


ng 


a h


ar


d h


at 


an


d a 


h


gh


-v


s 


ja


ck


et 


l


ke 


a c


on


st


ru


ct


on 


wo


rk


er


. I 


lo


ve


d 


to p


la


y, d


re


am a


nd i


ma


gi


ne a


ll t


he p


os


si


bil


it


ie


s of w


ho I c


ou


ld b


e 


an


d wh


at I c


ou


ld d


o wh


en I l


ef


t sc


ho


ol


.


Th


en 


I w


ou


ld 


z


g-


za


g f


ro


m t


he 


pl


ay


ho


us


e to t


he c


la


ss


ro


om l


ib


ra


ry 


wh


er


e I 


wo


ul


d r


un 


my 


in


ge


rs 


al


on


g 


th


e sp


in


es o


f th


e bo


ok


s. I l


ov


ed 


tu


rn


in


g th


e pa


ge


s an


d es


ca


pi


ng 


to a d


if


fe


re


nt w


or


ld


. Le


ar


ni


ng 


ab


ou


t pr


in


ce


s an


d pr


in


ce


ss


es


, 


co


un


tr


ie


s an


d cu


lt


ur


es t


ha


t I co


ul


d on


ly 


dr


ea


m of e


xp


er


ie


nc


in


g. I


t wa


s bl


is


s.


Th


at 


ir


st 


da


y, 


I d


d


n’


t w


an


t s


ch


oo


l t


o e


nd


. W


he


n t


he 


be


ll 


ra


ng 


fo


r u


s to 


go h


om


e, I 


le


ft t


he 


cl


as


sr


oo


m dr


ag


gi


ng m


y f


ee


t a


nd m


y 


sc


ho


olb


ag


, desp


er


at


e t


o sp


end


a f


ew


mo


re


mi


nu


tes


the


re


.
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I ha


d ma


de u


p my m


in


d. B


ur


st


in


g ou


t th


e sc


ho


ol d


oo


rs


, I to


ld m


y 


pa


re


nt


s th


at I w


an


te


d to g


o to s


ch


oo


l fo


r ev


er


. Wh


en I w


as o


ld 


en


ou


gh


, I w


an


te


d t


o be 


a te


ac


he


r. T


he


y di


dn


’t h


es


it


at


e, 


not f


or 


a mo


me


nt


. Sm


il


in


g br


ig


ht


ly


, th


ey b


oth l


oo


ke


d at m


e an


d sa


id


, 


'Gr


eat


!'


. 


I of


te


n wo


nd


er h


ow m


y ma


m an


d da


d fe


lt a


t th


at m


om


en


t. 


 


Th


ey h


ad w


or


ke


d wi


th t


he s


ch


oo


l to c


re


at


e th


e co


at h


oo


k an


d my 


ta


bl


e an


d ch


ai


r at a s


ma


ll


er h


eig


ht


. Al


re


ad


y it w


as o


bvio


us t


ha


t 


th


e cl


as


sr


oo


m wa


sn


’t d


es


ig


ne


d fo


r a li


tt


le p


er


so


n as a 


st


ud


en


t, 


so 


co


ul


d a 


l


tt


le 


pe


rs


on 


be 


a t


ea


ch


er


? I


t w


ou


ld 


be 


d


c


ul


t t


o 


re


ac


h th


in


gs


, to s


ee a


ll o


f th


e ch


il


dr


en


, an


d as n


on


e of m


y 


te


ac


he


rs l


oo


ke


d li


ke m


e, m


ay


be t


ha


t me


an


t it w


as i


mp


os


si


bl


e. 


Ma


yb


e I co


ul


dn


’t b


e a te


ac


he


r. M


y ma


m an


d da


d we


re c


al


m, b


ut I 


 


wo


nd


er i


f th


ey w


er


e th


in


ki


ng a


bo


ut t


hi


s an


d as


ki


ng t


he


ms


el


ve


s 


th


es


e qu


es


tio


ns


?  


Yo


u see


, we l


iv


e in a w


or


ld


 


wh


ere


th


ere


are


of


te


n 


ASS


UM


PT


IO


NS


ab


ou


t w


hat


 


a pe


rs


on 


CAN


 or 


CA


NN


OT


 


do o


r be


, bec


au


se t


he


y ar


e 


DI


FFE


RE


NT


.
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Wh


en t


he


re a


re n


o ro


le m


od


el


s, o


r pe


op


le w


ho l


oo


k li


ke y


ou


, 


al


re


ad


y ac


hi


ev


in


g yo


ur d


re


am


s, i


t’


s ea


sy t


o th


in


k th


at y


ou


r dr


ea


ms 


ar


e im


po


ss


ib


le


. Bu


t th


at


's r


ar


el


y tr


ue


. 


Wh


en I t


ol


d my p


ar


en


ts t


ha


t I wa


nt


ed t


o be a t


ea


ch


er


, th


ey d


id


n’


t 


ac


ce


pt t


ho


se bi


as


es


, wh


ic


h ar


e as


su


mp


tio


ns a


bo


ut w


ha


t or h


ow 


so


me


th


in


g sh


ou


ld b


e. M


y ma


m an


d da


d ga


ve m


e pe


rm


is


sio


n to 


dr


ea


m. 


My l


if


e mi


gh


t be v


er


y di


ff


er


en


t wi


th


ou


t th


at m


om


en


t be


ca


us


e 


so


me


ti


me


s, a


ll y


ou 


ne


ed 


is 


so


me


on


e t


o b


el


ie


ve 


in y


ou


. Th


at 


so


me


on


e co


ul


d be a p


ar


en


t, a g


ra


nd


pa


re


nt


, a br


oth


er


, a si


st


er


, 


a co


us


in


, a fr


ie


nd o


r it c


ou


ld b


e yo


u, b


el


ie


vi


ng i


n yo


ur


se


lf


. We a


ll 


ne


ed s


om


eo


ne t


o te


ll u


s th


at


ou


r dr


ea


ms 


 


are


 P


OSS


IB


LE


an


d to r


em


in


d us h


ow b


ri


ll


ia


nt a


nd u


ni


qu


e we e


ac


h ar


e. 
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TH


IS


 B


OO


K


No


w I’m p


as


si


ng o


n th


at m


es


sa


ge


.


I wa


nt t


o 


EN


CO


URA


GE


yo


u to


 


BEL


IE


VE I


N Y


OU


RSEL


F


, to h


av


e 


PRI


DE


 in w


ho y


ou a


re a


nd t


o fi


nd


 


COMF


OR


T


 in y


ou


r own s


ki


n,


  


to b


e 


CU


RI


OUS


ab


ou


t th


e w


or


ld 


 


ar


ou


nd y


ou


, to


DI


SC


OVE


R


  


yo


ur v


oi


ce


, an


d to 


DR


EAM


  


as b


ig a


s yo


u ca


n.


I w


an


t y


ou 


to 


be 


co


ni


de


nt 


n 


ig


ht


n


g f


or 


wh


at 


yo


u b


el


e


ve 


n


, t


o b


e 


am


bit


iou


s ab


ou


t ch


an


gi


ng t


he w


or


ld s


o it i


s fa


ir


er f


or e


ve


ry


on


e. I 


wa


nt y


ou t


o en


co


ur


ag


e oth


er


s to u


se t


hei


r voi


ce t


oo


!
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Th


er


e ar


e mo


me


nt


s wh


en t


he


se d


re


am


s mi


gh


t fe


el i


mp


os


si


bl


e. 


Yo


u mi


gh


t fe


el l


ik


e gi


vi


ng u


p. Y


ou m


ig


ht f


ee


l li


ke y


ou


r dr


ea


ms 


sh


ou


ld 


be


lo


ng t


o so


me


on


e e


ls


e. 


Bu


t, I


’m h


er


e t


o re


mi


nd y


ou 


to 


ha


ve f


ai


th i


n yo


ur


se


lf – b


ec


au


se I


’v


e be


en i


n yo


ur s


ho


es


. I wa


s a 


ki


d w


ho f


el


t di


ff


er


en


t, 


I lo


ok


ed 


di


ff


er


en


t to 


my f


ri


en


ds a


nd f


am


il


y, 


an


d a


t t


m


es


, I 


wa


s t


he 


k


d w


ho 


ju


st 


wa


nt


ed 


to 


it 


n


. B


ut 


it


t


ng 


n 


me


an


s h


id


in


g a 


pa


rt 


of 


yo


ur


se


lf


. I


t’


s c


ho


os


in


g t


o n


ot l


et 


th


e w


or


ld 


se


e an


d ex


pe


ri


en


ce a


ll o


f wh


o yo


u ar


e. I u


se


d to f


ee


l li


ke h


id


in


g, 


bu


t not a


ny m


or


e. I


’v


e le


ar


ne


d to b


e pr


ou


d of w


ho I a


m, t


o not b


e 


af


ra


id 


of 


wh


at 


oth


er


s m


ig


ht 


th


in


k a


nd 


to 


dr


ea


m e


no


rm


ou


sl


y bi


g. 


An


d yo


u ca


n to


o. 


I’


d li


ke t


o te


ll y


ou s


om


et


hi


ng t


ha


t I ha


ve l


ea


rn


ed


:


TH


E IM


PO


SS


IB


LE 


IS


PO


SS


IB


LE


. 
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THE LIST OF DREAMS


Fr


om a y


ou


ng a


ge


, I ke


pt a l


is


t of m


y dr


ea


ms a


nd a


mbi


tio


ns


. 


Th


ro


ug


ho


ut t


hi


s bo


ok


, yo


u’


ll r


ea


d so


me o


f my s


to


ri


es a


nd t


he 


mo


me


nt


s wh


er


e so m


an


y of m


y dr


ea


ms h


av


e co


me t


ru


e. Y


ou


’l


l 


le


ar


n ab


ou


t so


me o


f th


e pe


op


le w


ho h


av


e in


sp


ir


ed m


e, a


nd I


'l


l 


in


tr


od


uc


e yo


u to l


ots o


f am


az


in


g pe


op


le y


ou m


ig


ht n


ot be t


au


gh


t 


ab


ou


t in s


ch


oo


l.  


So


, wh


at


’s on y


ou


r li


st


? Be


ca


us


e yo


u mi


gh


t be d


if


fe


re


nt o


r fe


el 


di


ff


er


en


t to t


he ot


he


r pe


op


le i


n yo


ur c


la


ss o


r yo


ur f


am


il


y, b


ut 


th


s 


bo


ok 


s 


he


re 


to 


he


lp 


yo


u i


nd 


th


e p


ow


er 


n 


be


ng 


d


ff


er


en


t, 


to d


is


co


ve


r th


e th


in


gs y


ou l


ov


e ab


ou


t yo


ur


se


lf


, to g


ro


w yo


ur 


co


ni


de


nc


e, 


to 


fo


ll


ow 


yo


ur 


dr


ea


ms


, t


o b


re


ak 


th


e m


ou


ld 


an


d t


o i


nd 


yo


ur p


la


ce i


n th


e wo


rl


d. 


Gr


ab a p


en a


nd a p


ie


ce o


f pa


pe


r an


d st


ar


t wr


it


in


g yo


ur l


is


t of 


dr


ea


ms a


nd a


mbi


tio


ns


. Re


me


mb


er


, th


is i


s YO


UR li


st


, so w


ri


te 


ev


er


yt


hn


g a


nd


 an


yt


hn


g o


n 


t t


ha


t y


ou


 wa


nt


 to


 ac


he


ve


 - e


ve


n 


f 


t 


seem


s i


mp


os


si


ble


. E


spec


ia


ll


y,


if


it


seem


s i


mp


os


si


ble


! 
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HE


RE
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 M


Y 


LI


ST


:


Be
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te


ac


he


r


Mo


de


l o


n 
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e c
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er


of


Vo
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e


At


te


nd


th


e 


Me


t G


ala


Wr


it


e a 


fas


hi


on


bl


og


Ch


an


ge 


the


wo


rld


Be


kin


d


Fi


nd 


fri


en


ds


Us


e m


y 


voi


ce


Ma


ke


a 


diff


er


en


ce


St


an


d up a


nd


 


wi


th o


the


rs
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De


co


ra


te y


ou


r li


st a


nd k


ee


p it s


om


ew


he


re s


af


e, a p


la


ce w


he


re y


ou 


ca


n re


fe


r to i


t of


te


n. 
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No o


ne e


ls


e ha


s to s


ee i


t if y


ou d


on


’t w


an


t th


em t


o. O


r  yo


u co


ul


d 


sh


ar


e it w


it


h yo


ur f


am


il


y or f


ri


en


ds a


nd e


nc


ou


ra


ge t


he


m to w


ri


te 


a li


st t


oo


.


It i


s up t


o 


YOU


.


Th


is i


s al


l ab


ou


t 


YOU


. 


It i


s th


e st


ar


t of 


YOUR


 


BR


ILL


IA


NT


jo


ur


ne


y!
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I


n th


e be


gi


nn


in


g, w


e do


n’


t ge


t to c


ho


os


e wh


o we a


re


. In 


re


al


it


y, s


o mu


ch o


f wh


o we a


re i


s ou


t of o


ur c


on


tr


ol


. Wh


en I 


wa


s b


or


n, 


I di


dn


’t g


et t


o ch


oo


se 


my 


na


me


, th


e c


ol


ou


r of m


y 


sk


in


, th


e sh


ap


e of m


y no


se


, if I w


as a b


oy o


r a gi


rl


, th


e ty


pe o


f fa


mi


ly 


th


at I w


ou


ld b


e pa


rt o


f, t


he r


el


ig


ion I w


ou


ld p


ra


ct


is


e, t


he c


ou


nt


ry 


I wo


ul


d be b


or


n in o


r wh


er


e I wo


ul


d la


y my h


ea


d ea


ch n


ig


ht


. Yo


u 


di


dn


’t ei


th


er


. Ea


ch o


f th


es


e ch


ar


ac


te


ri


st


ic


s an


d fa


ct


or


s ma


ke u


s 


wh


o we a


re a


s in


di


vi


du


al


s, t


he


y fo


rm t


he b


as


is o


f ou


r id


en


ti


ty


, an


d 


sh


ap


e ho


w we b


eh


av


e an


d ho


w we s


ee t


he w


or


ld


. We i


nh


er


it s


o 


mu


ch o


f wh


at m


ou


ld


s us i


nt


o ou


rs


el


ve


s.


But


, wh


at a


bo


ut if y


ou h


ad a 


CH


OICE


? 


If y


ou c


ou


ld 


PI


CK A


ND C


HO


OS


E


 


th


e th


in


gs th


at m


ak


e yo


u 


YOU


? 


Wh


at w


ou


ld y


ou c


ho


ose


? 


 I ex


pe


ri


en


ce


d a ta


st


e of t


hi


s on


ce


.


Wh


en I w


as i


n sc


ho


ol


, not o


nl


y wa


s I t


he s


ma


ll


es


t pe


rs


on i


n my 


cl


as


s, b


ut e


ve


n as 


I got o


ld


er


, I wa


s al


wa


ys t


he s


ma


ll


es


t pe


rs


on 


in m


y en


ti


re s


ch


oo


l. F


or c


la


ss p


hot


og


ra


ph


s, I w


ou


ld a


lw


ay


s si


t in 


th


e fr


on


t ro


w, s


o th


at I c


ou


ld b


e se


en


. On S


po


rt


s Da


y, m


y te


ac


he


r 


wo


ul


d le


t me h


av


e a he


ad s


ta


rt i


n ma


ny o


f th


e ra


ce


s. Y


et


, I wo


ul


d 
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