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WELCOME TO



MRS. Z’S CLASS!


Hi, Reader!


You’re about to meet the amazing kids in Mrs. Z’s third-grade class at Curiosity Academy.


Throughout the series (and the school year!), you’ll meet students who each have a secret of their own. As you discover their stories, you’ll get to know their greatest fears, their most embarrassing moments, and the quiet hopes they carry in their hearts.


From hilarious talent show disasters and recess dilemmas to math quizzes and schoolyard secrets, the kids in Mrs. Z’s class are full of honesty, energy, and hilarious hijinks. You can read the books in any order; just be sure you don’t miss any, because you’re going to love getting to know all the students!


Curiously yours,


Kate Messner
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Chapter 1



WHAMMO!


Olive Little had an idea.


A crafty idea.


And because she had a crafty idea, she absolutely, positively could not sleep.


The crafty idea came when Olive was practicing her recorder. Most of the other kids in Mrs. Z’s class had gotten pretty good at their recorders, but when Olive practiced, her recorder sounded like her backyard rooster, Doodles, on an ornery day. Olive was very glad when her ten minutes of practice were over, so she could put her recorder back in the old sock Mrs. Berry had called a “recorder case.”


No wonder this recorder sounds so ornery, Olive thought. If I had to live in an old sock, I’d be ornery, too.


Which is when—WHAMMO!—Olive Little got her very crafty idea.


What if she made her own recorder case? She could make something so much better than a sock. Her case would be colorful! And sparkly! With tassels! Or sequins! She had some sequins left over from making the super-sparkly cowl Ayana wore at the variety show… but where were they?


Olive emptied her desk drawers. She searched through her closet. She crawled under her bed. She found balls of yarn and knots of floss and tubes of glue and the arms and legs of a puppet she hadn’t figured out the head for yet, but no sequins. How could she make a special, sparkly, not-like-a-sock recorder case without sequins?


“Sally!” Olive bounded down the crickety-creakety stairs of her old house to the family room, where she knew her grandmother would be. Ever since Olive’s uncle Roy had set up a wildlife camera in the woods behind their yard, Sally had spent her evenings working on her quilts and watching the footage of the deer and squirrels and porcupines that wandered past. “Sally! I have a sequin emergency!”


Sally pressed the remote and a fat squirrel froze on the TV screen. “That sounds serious.”


“The serious-est!” said Olive. “I am making a special sparkly case for my recorder. Sequins are pretty much life or death.”


Sally nodded. “I may have some you can use. We’ll look for them tomorrow.”


Tomorrow? Olive’s crafty idea could not wait until tomorrow!


“It’s nearly bedtime,” Sally said.


Olive groaned. She was sure she had the earliest bedtime of any third grader in Peppermint Falls. Probably the earliest bedtime of any third grader in the world.


“It’s a banana pancake day tomorrow,” said Sally. “We can’t be late.”


Sally was the cook at the Curiosity Academy cafeteria. Sally had to get to school extra-extra early to make sure breakfast was ready for all the kids who wanted it.


And because Sally drove Olive to school in the morning, Olive had to go to school extra-extra early, too.


Which is why she had to wake up extra-extra early.


Which is why she had to go to bed extra-extra early, even when she had wasted practically her whole night playing an ornery recorder instead of knitting or doing clay or working on one of the other projects from her favorite book, The Big Book for Crafty Kids.


Usually, Olive didn’t protest and went to bed when she was supposed to. But tonight? Tonight, when her head was full of stitch-y, sew-y, sparkly ideas?


“Sally,” said Olive, “if I don’t work on my crafty idea tonight, my brain will burst.”


“Your brain won’t burst,” said Sally. “Brains don’t do that. Not from ideas.”


“How do you know? What if the smartest scientist in the whole history of the world never grew up and did science because she had the brilliant idea of inventing invisibility boots but she had to go to bed early and her brain burst and that’s why we don’t have invisibility boots today?”
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