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“WHATEVER YOU DO — FOR WORK OR PLEASURE — DO IT WITH PASSION! LIVE WITH PASSION!”


– Christian Dior,
Little Dictionary of Fashion
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When Christian Dior entered the world in 1905, no one could know he would change the world of fashion forever. As a small child, Christian spent many of his days in the garden of his family’s home – referred to as “Les Rhumbs” – in Granville, Normandy. His family was quite comfortable financially, due to Christian’s father, Alexandre Louis Maurice Dior, and his successful fertilizer business. His mother, Marie-Madeleine Dior, was known to spend much of her time tending to the flowers and shrubbery surrounding the villa. Christian would later credit this formative time with inspiring many aspects of his work, and florals would become a key aspect of the Dior brand.


The Dior family relocated to Paris in 1910, where Christian would grow up keen to build a career in the art world. In his 20s, Christian would open a small gallery where he worked alongside the likes of surrealists like Salvador Dalí, ultimately having to shut its doors in 1933 due to the impact of the Great Depression. This led Christian into the fashion industry, first by selling fashion sketches to the likes of Jean Patou, Schiaparelli and Balenciaga. By 1946, Christian Dior had joined forces with entrepreneur Marcel Boussac to create the couture house of Christian Dior. The waves created by his spring/summer 1947 collection, famously described by Carmel Snow of Harper’s Bazaar as “such a New Look”, were felt throughout the fashion world. The collection is still referenced today as one of the most important developments in the history of fashion.


Since Christian’s passing in 1957, Dior has continued to grow and evolve as one of the world’s most respected fashion houses in the world. This book takes you through the rich history of Dior through 50 iconic elements that have played critical roles in shaping the essence of the French fashion house. From the symbols that Christian himself saw as lucky charms to show-stopping gowns created by the creative directors that defined their respective eras, each page offers a key piece of the puzzle, forming a picture of the Dior brand, and the visionaries that have reigned as creative director through the maison’s illustrious history.





[image: An illustration of Christian Dior in a blue suit seated at a desk holding a sketch of a dress while drawing.]
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“THE WORLD IS WONDERFULLY FULL OF BEAUTIFUL WOMEN WHOSE SHAPES AND TASTES OFFER AN INEXHAUSTIBLE DIVERSITY. MY COLLECTION MUST CATER TO EACH ONE OF THEM.”


– Christian Dior, 1956
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GRANVILLE
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DATE: 1906


LOCATION: NORMANDY, NORTHWEST FRANCE


SIGNIFICANCE: CHILDHOOD HOME OF
CHRISTIAN DIOR, NOW THE MUSÉE CHRISTIAN DIOR


For the formative years of Christian Dior’s life, from 1906 onwards, he and his family lived in the seaside town of Granville, located in Normandy in the northwest of France. Here, they lived in a Belle Époque-style home they referred to as “Les Rhumbs”, which was surrounded by an English-style garden that would inspire the designer throughout his life. In his 1956 autobiography, Dior by Dior, Christian recalled, “I have the most tender and amazing memories of the house of my childhood… My life, my style, owe almost everything to its location and its architecture.” Though they moved to Paris in 1910 when he was still a young boy, the home remained in the hands of the Dior family and would be the location of many summer holidays.


At just 20 years old, Christian would put his stamp on the family home by redesigning the pond and pergola. Following some financial hardship, the house was sold to the city of Granville in 1932, who opened the garden to the public. But in 1997, it would become once again dedicated to Dior with the opening of the Musée Christian Dior, which, as of 2025, remains a top destination for Dior fans from around the world. The museum has hosted exhibitions including Dandyisms 1808 to 2008 – From Barbay d’Aurevilly to Christian Dior and DIOR, The New Look Revolution in 2015.





[image: An illustration of a large red brick house stands with a garden path and trees surrounding it.]
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BEES
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SYMBOLIZES: STRENGTH AND VIGOUR


THE HIVE: CHRISTIAN’S NAME FOR HIS MAISON


APPEARS: ON SADDLE BAG DESIGNS AND GRAPHIC TEES


Christian Dior’s superstitious attitude and affinity for floral gardens come together in his love for the humble bumble bee, which he saw as a good luck symbol. In fact, many cultures regard the bee as a symbol of prosperity and positive energy. Beyond incorporating the motif into his designs, Dior was also known to refer to his couture house as a “hive” and his fellow workers as “bees”, highlighting its buzzing energy as everyone worked hard to create the collections. It’s said that the Frenchman saw bees as a symbol of strength and vigour, two characteristics he valued for the fashion house.


Over the years, the bee symbol has found its way into various collections across the label, including Hedi Slimane’s dark Dior Homme looks, ready-to-wear womenswear and Dior Joaillerie, which will often use the buzzing insect as the focal point for everything from diamond-encrusted earring studs to pendant necklaces. In 2018, Kim Jones brought in the talents of American artist and designer Kaws to reimagine the bee motif in his signature cartoon-esque style for Jones’ premier Dior collection, a gesture symbolizing the artistic director’s dedication to reviving Dior’s history and reinterpreting for the modern day. The bee emblem was used across some of the fashion house’s most iconic pieces including the saddle bag, while also being the focal point on more everyday styles like graphic tees and zip leather pouches. Today, the Kaws x Dior collection remains a firm favourite among the many fans of Dior’s more streetwear-inspired designs.


[image: Twenty golden bees are arranged in a scattered pattern.]
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BUTTERFLIES
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DATE: 1950S TO PRESENT DAY


SIGNIFICANCE: INSPIRATION FROM NATURE


SEEN: ON GARMENTS AND FRAGRANCE PACKAGING


The garden was famously a source of inspiration for Christian Dior, from the vivid colours to the shapes of the flowers, which inspired silhouettes. We can also see that even its winged visitors captured Dior’s imagination. Butterflies appeared in Dior collections in the early 1950s, when the colourful insect was depicted on dress designs by Christian Dior himself, and on Dior’s footwear styles, created in partnership with esteemed footwear designer Roger Vivier (1907–98).


Butterflies have since appeared in various Dior collections, including former artistic director Maria Grazia Chiuri’s cruise 2024 line-up, which displayed butterflies across a wide selection of pieces from the skirts of silk gowns to statement necklaces and handbags. On her Instagram account, looking at the inspiration behind the collection, Chiuri remarks on the symbolism closely linked to the butterfly throughout art and fashion, sharing its ability to represent “metamorphosis, of life, death and rebirth”. Butterfly iconography can also be spotted throughout the Dior fragrances, notably in the 2024 release of the La Collection Privée collection, which saw butterflies depicted by Italian artist Pietro Ruffo featured across the marketing campaigns and packaging. This symbol has also been present across Dior’s menswear range in various iterations, including Belgian designer Kris Van Assche’s butterfly bow-ties and laser-cut shirting and jackets from his 2008 collection, which have come to be a favourite for Dior collectors across the globe.
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