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“Oh, wow!” five-year-old William exclaimed to his older brother, Tom.

 

The Central Park Pool in Plymouth was packed with giant inflatables of every shape and colour. The pool was putting on a special kids’ fun session.

 

While they were changing, William said: “I’m going to jump on the inflatables!”

 

 “I’m going down the water slide,” said Tom, who was seven.

 

As they ran out of the changing rooms, Tom suddenly stopped. Next to the main pool, there was a smaller one.
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People were jumping off springboards into the water. Tom looked up. At the top of the tower, right up under the ceiling, stood a figure. He was perfectly still and looked very, very small. He stepped to the edge of the platform and Tom held his breath as the man dived in.

 

Tom stood there, amazed, watching the divers jumping into the water. His mum came up to him.

 

 “Aren’t you going on the inflatables, Tom?” she asked.

 

Tom shook his head.

 

 “What about the water slide, then?”

 

Tom shook his head again.

 

 “So what do you want to do?”

 

 “That,” declared Tom, pointing to the next diver preparing to jump off the 10-metre platform, the highest of them all.

 

Every Saturday morning Tom’s mum and dad paid for him and his little brother William to have diving lessons. Each time Tom learned something new, he got a certificate which he hung in his room.

 

The following year, when Tom was eight, the 2002 Commonwealth Games were on TV. Tom watched all the diving events, amazed at the way the divers twisted and somersaulted through the air before splashing into the water. The British divers Leon Taylor and Pete Waterfield became Tom’s heroes, together with the Canadian diver Alexandre Despatie, who had won a Commonwealth gold medal when he was just thirteen.
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