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4


SPEED


THE NEED FOR


FIRST CAR SPEED BATTLES


The first official land speed record was set in 1898 by French driver 


Gaston Chasseloup-Laubat. Behind the wheel of an electric Jeantaud 


car, he completed a 1 km course in 57 seconds, giving an average 


speed of 63 km/h. Over the next year, Chasseloup-Laubat battled for 


the record with Belgian Camille Jenatzy. Also driving an electric car, 


Jenatzy became the first person to break the 100 km/h barrier in 1899, 


setting a record that would last three years.


Since they were invented, cars 


and bikes have been pushed 


to maximum speed, whether 


on the road or on a race track. 


The land speed record is the 


highest speed reached by a 


car. The record has been 


broken by many different 


kinds of car, including electric 


cars, steam-powered cars  


and rocket cars. 


In 1899, Jenatzy recorded a speed of 105 


km/h in his torpedo-shaped electric car, 


the Jamais Contente (French for ‘Never 


Satisfied’).
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RACING BIKES


As soon as motorbikes became widely available, people started to race them. 


The first organised race was held in England in 1897, and shortly afterwards 


races were being held around the world as the bikes became faster and more 


exciting to ride. Within a few years, motorcycles were being made by 


companies across Europe and the United States. Bikes became more 


reliable, reaching top speeds in excess of 70 km/h.


Since these early speed victories, people have continued to invent new 


competitions, and set new speeds on land, on both four wheels and two 


wheels. Read on to discover the fastest cars and bikes around. 


FIRST BIKE WITH A  


PETROL ENGINE


The Reitwagen, invented in Germany in 


1885, was the first motorbike powered by 


a petrol engine. It was hot, noisy, 


unreliable and slow, with a top speed of 


11 km/h. However, the idea of a bike 


powered by a petrol engine quickly 


caught on, and the first production bike, 


by German manufacturer Hildebrand & 


Wolfmüller, went on sale in 1894.
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