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Welcome to the world of MythQuest…

Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.

While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil and the history of humankind itself.

The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, asuras and gods, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.

The people to whom a myth belongs consider it as a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.

Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a comprehensive account for the young reader.



This story is about …

The greatest of all asura kings, Bali or Mahabali. He is also known as Maveli. Bali came from an illustrious line of powerful asura kings. He was the grandson of Prahlada and son of Virochana. His great-grandfather was the evil and much feared asura, Hiranyakashipu. All these asuras wreaked great evil in the world and usually met with disastrous ends at the hands of the gods.

Despite being an asura, Bali was a good and just king, known especially for his great generosity. His goal in life was to restore to the asuras their kingdoms and their dignity that they had lost to the gods. Bali was granted the boon of immortality by Brahma and spent years expanding his empire. He was invincible and conquered the three realms, Heaven, earth and the underworld. His kingdom was perfect in every way and his subjects loved him.

Bali’s story appears in the Vedas, in Buddhist and Jain literature, as well as the Ramayana as narrated by Vishwamitra.

Bali’s generosity extended to humans and even impressed the gods. Lord Vishnu, the Preserver of the Universe, rewarded him for his benevolence by granting him a boon, whereby he could return to earth from the underworld once a year. During this time he could meet all his people. This occasion is marked as Onam in the state of Kerala.

Read Bali’s exciting story as he traverses the three worlds, building a great asura empire…
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CHAPTER ONE

A FAMILY OF CONTRASTS
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A very long time ago, there lived two terrible but immensely powerful asuras, or demons. Their names were Hiranyaksha, meaning the one with the golden eyes, and Hiranyakashipu, meaning the one with the golden hair. For centuries, they had terrorized gods and men and were so powerful that it seemed no one could defeat them. Not satisfied with all the havoc they had caused in the three worlds, Hiranyaksha stole Prithvi, or earth, and held her captive under the raging and foaming cosmic ocean. The demon was ecstatic about his latest escapade. ‘I am all-powerful,’ he said. ‘No god or mortal can challenge me now,’ he roared in an awful voice that rang out through the universe. Little did he know that he was tempting fate and that the gods were listening to his empty boasts.
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