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				This little book is absolutely bursting with facts about Planet Earth. 

				Planet Earth is our home. It is a huge rocky ball in space. Around two-thirds of it is covered in water. The most special thing about Earth is that it supports life. 
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				On Earth you will find . . .

				rocks from space

				a volcano that stopped aeroplane traffic

				a city where sharks once swam through the streets

				a bird that flies from one end of the Earth to the other and back every year

				. . . and lots more. 
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				EARTH is one of eight planets that travel around our star, the Sun. Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars are huge balls of metal and rock. Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are enormous balls made mainly of gas. The Sun and all the planets, moons and other space objects that travel round it are called the solar system. 
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				EARTH

			

		

		
			
				is 4.54 billion years old!
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				the earth orbits (or travels all the way round) the sun once every 365-and-a-quarter days (roughly). This is an earth year. 

			

		

		
			
				Sunlight takes about 8 MINUTES AND 20 SECONDS to reach Earth.

			

		

		
			
				Because 365-and-a-quarter is not a whole number, we have 

				an extra day – A LEAP DAY –usually every four years to keep 

				our calendar in time 

				with Earth’s orbit. 
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				At the same time as travelling around the Sun, the Earth spins round and round. It takes 24 hours.This is one day and night.
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				As it spins, some parts of the Earth are facing the Sun. It’s daytime there. Other parts are facing away from the Sun and it’s night-time there.

			

		

		
			
				The Earth spins really fast – around 1,656 km per hour at the equator. But we don’t feel it spinning, as we are moving smoothly along with it, and because the speed doesn’t change at all. 
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