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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every March baby . . .


Find out why you might give your March baby a name to do with war, what is meant by a gift of crown imperials or violets, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Albert Einstein, Robert the Bruce, or Michelangelo?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood


. . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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THE little March hare has arrived. Telephones have buzzed, the great news has flown from mouth to mouth. All the questions have been answered. The weight at birth, the colour of the eyes, and hair, and how the mother is doing. Now the relations and friends are relaxed, for they have had the longed for message, ‘Mother and baby are doing well.’


March is daffodil month. Ever since the good news got around flowers, with daffodils predominating, have been arriving. So many perhaps that however sweet the smile given to you, the mother, you are conscious that out of ear-shot someone is saying, ‘More flowers! What on earth am I going to put these in?’


Spring is in the air. Every shop window has its reminders. Small skipping blacknosed lambs, pussy palm with little artificial birds on the sprigs, chestnut branches for sale, with sticky buds showing faintly green at the tips. Family and friends have gazed and wondered. It would be nice to bring a spring-like offering to mother and baby, but will a black-nosed lamb, birds or pussy willow, or chestnut buds really be a riot at the bedside?
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Fruit is a nice present but March is such a dull month for fruit. It may be possible to find a ripe avocado, but more likely every shop admits theirs are as hard as rocks, and won’t be fit to eat for another week. There are some South African plums which can be delicious, but also can be curiously flavourless. This leaves the old faithfuls oranges, apples, bananas, and grapes, and somehow these seem a dull present, everybody is a mite tired of oranges, apples, bananas, and grapes; if only strawberries were ripe!
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