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Seriously Funny is Simon Brett’s hundredth published book. Many of the previous ninety-nine are crime novels, including the Charles Paris, Mrs Pargeter, Fethering and Blotto & Twinks series. His humorous books include the best-selling How To Be A Little Sod. Work for radio and television includes the comedy series After Henry and No Commitments. Simon was educated at Dulwich College and Wadham College, Oxford, where he gained a First Class Honours Degree in English. A former radio and television producer, he has been a full-time writer since 1979. He was Chairman of the Crime Writers Association from 1986 to 1987 and of the Society of Authors from 1995 to 1997. In 2014 he was awarded the CWA Diamond Dagger ‘for Excellence’, and he was President of the Detection Club from 2001 to 2015. In the 2016 New Year’s Honours he was awarded an OBE ‘for services to literature’. He lives near Arundel in West Sussex and is married with three grown-up children, three grandsons, three granddaughters and three cats called Polly, Gordon and Gus.
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To Ruth,
who’s awfully good with words
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General Specifics


As we all know, the Oxymoron is one of the undiscovered beauties of the English Language. It has been defined as ‘a figure of speech that juxtaposes elements that appear to be contradictory’. Famous examples would include ‘Bitter Sweet’, ‘Definite Maybe’ and ‘Compassionate Conservatism’.


A lot of the time we use Oxymorons without thinking. Some are so common that they’ve become part of everyday language. When we speak of acting naturally . . . or buy a medium-large garment . . . or say someone’s pretty ugly . . . the oxymoronic nature of the expressions is probably not uppermost in our minds. But it’s there all right, hidden in plain sight (ooh, there’s another one!).


And you’ll find a lot more examples, as you read through Seriously Funny. So go on, if you think you’re going to have a devilishly good (Oxymoron Alert!) time reading it, you’re almost exactly right (Oxymoron Alert!). Countless numbers (Oxymoron Alert!) of you may even scream with laughter (Oxymoron Alert!). Hope so.




[image: illustration]


The home should be a place of safety, a refuge from the challenges and difficulties of life in the big bad world. But it never quite works out like that. Owning or renting a home brings with it a whole raft of responsibilities. Domestic life is too often dominated by the demands of shopping and feeding people. And that’s never easy, because these days when you get to the shops you’re spoiled by too much choice. Then there are decisions to be made about how you decorate your home, how you want your garden to look, what kind of car you drive. And that’s before you start thinking about your home’s energy efficiency. It’s a full-time job, just living. And if you’re bringing up a family, the difficulties can be even greater . . . as spelled out in the following Oxymorons:


Alcohol-Free Wine



This seems rather to lose the point of wine. It tastes nothing like the real thing. People who don’t want to drink alcohol should opt for other soft drinks rather than quaff this inadequate substitute.
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Authentic Replica



An offer advertised in the back of colour supplements, which invites the purchaser to invest in something like medallions to commemorate ‘Winston Churchill’s Finest Hours (with free display case)’. They are frequently described as ‘not only an enviable addition to your home décor, but also a solid investment’. Both claims are untrue.


[image: illustration]


Baby Grand



A small piano, as immortalised in the newspaper small ad: ‘FOR SALE – Upright piano – owner getting grand.’
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Bag for Life



A carrier bag purchased on every visit to the supermarket (because you’ve always forgotten to take one of the other many Bags for Life you have hanging up in your kitchen).
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Buy One Get One Free



This is an Oxymoron because of its ambiguous use of the word ‘Free’. Commonly known as ‘BOGOF’, it’s a promotional device from supermarkets whose aim is to encourage obesity and add to the fifteen million tonnes of food wasted in the UK every year.
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Domestic Bliss



If only …
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Easy-to-Assemble Furniture



The components delivered are never quite the same as the pictures in the instructions. It is inevitable that the Allen key will slip out of your fingers. The advice: ‘This part of the assembly will be more easily done by two people’ has broken up more marriages than adultery.
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Easy-to-Open Food Packaging



This has been the cause of many sandwich fillings scattered across the room and much spillage of fruit juice on to shirt fronts.
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Family Entertainment



The ideal of the whole family gathering round the single communal television to watch something which entertains them all is long gone. Nowadays a more likely scenario is the mother watching something about nuns and placentas on the television, the father watching sport on his laptop and the children watching porn on their tablets or phones.
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Family Meals



The ideal of the whole family sitting round the communal dining table to eat a meal and enjoy sparkling conversation is now very rare. Most meals are consumed individually off laps in front of the television. And conversation is usually limited to: ‘Ssh! I’m watching this.’
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