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Dedicated to my sisters – two amazing Australian women. PF
Dedicated to the littlest girl who is reading this by torchlight and dreaming of big things (yes, you!). Keep on dreaming. SB
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In this book you’ll meet twelve amazing Australian women who have changed the world, in small ways and large.
Some of them are famous around the world, such as Annette Kellerman and Nellie Melba.
Some of them are famous in Australia, such as Mary Reibey and Edith Cowan.
And all of them deserve to be famous, and admired.
They represent the warriors, artists, business owners, scientists, singers, politicians, actors, athletes, adventurers, activists and innovators of Australia. There are many more stories like theirs in our history. Perhaps one day your story will be one of them.
 
Note: People of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage are advised that this book contains names and images of people who are deceased or may be deceased.






	
			

			





	
			

			





	
			

			


Mary Reibey
Convict & Businesswoman (1777–1855)
Mary Haydock was a daring and clever English girl. When she was thirteen, she dressed up in boys’ clothes, called herself James Burrow and went for a ride on a horse a friend had lent to her, not knowing it was stolen. She was arrested for horse theft – they only found out she was a girl at her trial! Mary was transported to New South Wales as a convict, arriving in Sydney in 1792.
On the ship, she met Thomas Reibey, and two years afterwards they were married. Together they built a business importing goods by ship, as well as running several farms on the Hawkesbury River; Mary also ran a hotel.
When both her husband and his business partner died, Mary took over the business and built it into one of the most important organisations in the early colony. She was the first great businesswoman of Australia, which is why her portrait is on the $20 note! 
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