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Battersea will always be here for every dog and cat, and has been since 1860.


Battersea takes dogs and cats in, gives them the expert care they need and finds them new homes that are just right for them.


They help pet owners make informed choices, provide training advice and campaign for changes in the law. They also help other rescue centres and charities at home and abroad because they want to be here for every dog and cat, wherever they are, for as long as they need Battersea.


Your purchase will help Battersea continue its important work. Thank you.
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JANUARY





1 JANUARY


Cairo


Rapper Macklemore has a cat called Cairo who, he says, gives him the inspiration to help him write new material. When Macklemore introduced Cairo to his fans, he did so with the words ‘Best decision I’ve made in a long time . . .’ Macklemore (real name Benjamin Hammond Haggerty) released the album The Language of My World with its lead single ‘Love Song’ on January 1, 2005.


2 JANUARY


Percy


Celia Birtwell, the textile designer whose prints adorned the clothes of icons of the Swinging Sixties like Twiggy and Marianne Faithfull was born on this day in 1941. She married her long-time boyfriend and collaborator fashion designer Ossie Clark at Kensington Register Office in 1969. A year later David Hockney, the couple’s best man, began work on his painting of the couple Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy which now hangs in the Tate Britain. Percy, the cat, sitting on Clark’s lap, perhaps gives a clue to his character – a free spirit. In fact, Celia later said, the cat depicted is Blanche, Percy’s mother. ‘When she told me that, I told her, well, shut up, because Mr and Mrs Clark and Blanche doesn’t sound as good as Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy,’ Hockney said.


3 JANUARY
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Formulino


The Imola racetrack is in the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy, about 25 miles east of Bologna. It also happens to be home to a very special cat called Formulino who is said to bring luck to the F1 drivers who race there. Formulino likes to hang in the pits and has even been featured in a F1 calendar shot. Apparently, drivers believe he brings them luck and so they will give the grey tabby a stroke before they get into their cars – with multiple world champion driver Lewis Hamilton even welcoming him into his Mercedes team garage one year. Timing, measured to the split second, is everything in F1 and on this day in 1957, the Hamilton watch company introduced the first-ever electric watch.


4 JANUARY


Pandy Paws


There are cats, cats and even more cats in the DreamWorks animated TV series Gabby’s Dollhouse, which premiered on this day in 2021. She might be a little bit younger than the stereotypical ‘cat lady’, but Gabby is firmly Team Cat and with her sidekick, Pandy Paws, she has lots of cat-related adventures. Gabby uses a pair of magical cat ears to shrink down to a size small enough to go into her cat-themed dollhouse. The series, which ran for seven seasons, stars veteran voice actor Tara Strong as Kitty Fairy.


5 JANUARY


Tama


On this date in 2007, Tama the cat became the official stationmaster of Kishi station in Japan. Sweet-natured, pretty and a lover of cuddles, Tama had worked her way into commuters’ affections and, at a ceremony, was presented with a gold tag for her collar stating her name and position. Her salary – all the cat food she could eat – was topped off with an office at the station with a cosy bed and litter tray and Sundays off. But Tama was more than just a pretty face. The 14-stop Kishigawa line had been under threat due to low passenger numbers, but was saved as Tama’s fame grew thanks to media coverage and tourists came to Kishi. When Tama died aged 16 in 2015, thousands attended her funeral, but her paws were ably filled by her apprentice the equally beguiling Nitama.


6 JANUARY


Avery


It’s a mystery even Sherlock Holmes, whose birthday fans celebrate on 6 January, might struggle to crack, with a very sneaky cat burglar at its heart. Over the summer of 2020, a grey and white cat from Bristol, called Avery, brought his owner Sally Bell a haul of eleven pairs of children’s swimming goggles (including two pairs which were brand new with the price stickers still attached). ‘I feel bad in case it’s children who are being brought new goggles and they’re getting into trouble because they keep going missing,’ Sally said, knocking neighbours’ doors and appealing for information on Facebook. No owners came forward, so Sally donated the goggles to a charity shop. Still, Avery’s antics caused plenty of amusement online.
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7 JANUARY


Tigra & Merlin


Star of The Wicker Man (the 2006 remake) psychological horror and comic-book lover, actor Nicolas Cage, has a Maine Coons cat called Tigra and another called Merlin, whom he rehomed in 2017 and now describes as his best friend. The lifelong cat lover who is the nephew of film director Francis Ford Coppola, says Merlin, who is a black Maine Coon, is not only his best friend but also ‘like a son’ to him. Nick often refers to just chilling at home, reading a book and hanging out with Merlin and adds, ‘He’s an unusual cat, he’s very affectionate, he loves contact. And it’s just kind of an amazing, loving, affectionate energy that’s coming off that cat. He’s a real sweetheart.’


8 JANUARY


Kitty Galore


In the family film Cats and Dogs: the Revenge of Kitty Galore, the two tribes put their usual differences aside and join forces to fight the threat of a spy cat gone rogue and now threatening world domination. The film has a soundtrack featuring the pop classic ‘Get the Party Started’, which was recorded by Shirley Bassey, who was born on this day in 1937. Cast members in the 2010 film, which grossed US$ 112.5 million at the box office, features actor and singer Bette Midler starring as Kitty Galore and Christina Applegate as Agent 47 at M.E.O.W.S.
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9 JANUARY


Zarathustra


The trial of Joan of Arc commenced on this day in the French town of Rouens in 1431. There’s a very famous illustration that shows the French warrior riding into battle, fully armoured and sat astride a white horse. But where does the cat fit into this story, you might ask? Well, he doesn’t – at least not until artist Svetlana Petrova got involved some 600 years later. Svetlana creates artworks by taking digital images of famous paintings by the great artists and inserting her big ginger cat, called Zarathustra, into them. So in Svetlana’s hands, Joan of Arc’s noble white horse comically becomes a large ginger cat. Zarathustra also makes an appearance in Svetlana’s unique takes on works by da Vinci, Dalí and Degas. As you can imagine, her artworks have become very popular among cat lovers online.


10 JANUARY


Masha


One cold night in the town of Obninsk near Moscow, a stray tabby cat called Masha found an abandoned baby left in a box on the doorstep on an apartment building. It was several degrees below freezing and, although the baby was bundled up, the cat climbed into the box to keep the child warm and sound the alarm. Resident Irene Lavrova was taking the rubbish out when she heard the loud meowing and went to investigate. Masha was known to the locals and her unusual behaviour alerted Irene, who took the baby to hospital. Doctors there said that without the extra warmth given by the cat, the child might not have survived the cold night.


11 JANUARY


Venus, Mercury & Mars


Did you know guitar legend Jimi Hendrix was a cat man? And not only that, he was a cat man with a penchant for naming his cats after the planets – hence, Venus, Mercury and Mars. It seems Jimi’s love of felines started in childhood when his family had a pet cat called Withey. On this day in 1967, the Jimi Hendrix Experience recorded ‘Purple Haze’ at the De Lane Lea studio in London. This was the band’s second single and featured some of Jimi’s finest and most innovative playing, and the psychedelic track became one of the signature Hendrix hits.


12 JANUARY


Puss in Boots


The clever cat in this classic story hates seeing his penniless young master so miserable and downhearted, and decides to take matters into his own hands. The young man has inherited nothing but the talking cat following the death of his father, so Puss – who has the gift of being able to talk thanks to a pair of Magic Boots – lies that he is fantastically wealthy and must then find a way to cover up this deceit. Still a popular tale, Puss in Boots was already old when retold by the French author Charles Perrault, who was born on this day in 1628.


13 JANUARY
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Mittens


In the comedy series Schitt’s Creek, we meet a perfectly healthy cat called Mittens who, thanks to hypochondriac owner Doris, makes regular, almost weekly appearances at the local vet’s clinic. The Emmy-nominated show, which won Best Comedy Series at the Canadian Screen Awards in 2016, was penned by Eugene and Daniel Levy, the father and son duo who also star. The first episode aired on this day in 2015 and the series – which tells the story of a wealthy couple and their two grown-up children who lose everything and have to cope with life in a small town – became an international hit.


14 JANUARY
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Antonia


In a photograph by society snapper Cecil Beaton, born on this day in 1904, Christabel Lady Aberconway and her cat Antonia are pictured, eyes focused on the distance. ‘This is not the soul’s awakening but myself and my personal cat listening to a maddening bird,’ she wrote. In 1949 Lady Aberconway wrote A Dictionary of Cat Lovers, a compendium of anecdotes about famous fans of felines and their pets.


15 JANUARY


Museum Mike


Mike the cat spent nearly 20 years guarding the gates of the British Museum in London, gaining fame in that time and even being featured in Time magazine. He now has his own entry on Wikipedia, which states that Mike was trained for this important role by a predecessor, who is said to have walked up to the then Keeper of Egyptian antiquities in 1908 and dropped the gift of Mike (a kitten) at his feet. The story is that the predecessor trained Mike to stalk and catch pigeons, which the cats would deliver to the housekeeper, who would reward the cats with food and then release the dazed birds back to the streets of London. The British Museum opened this day in 1759.
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16 JANUARY


Fusker, The Fluff & the Bounce


The British TV presenter James May is a cat lover and currently lives in London with his partner and two rescue cats called The Fluff and The Bounce. The former Top Gear presenter regularly shares images of the cats on his social media and will frequently down tools and say he’s had to stop work for the day because one of the cats has decided to visit and sit on his computer keyboard – something many cat lovers will recognise. James once astounded his fellow Top Gear presenters when he told them he loved his previous cat, Fusker, above all else – including his vintage Bentley car!


17 JANUARY


Catwoman


American singer Eartha Kitt, born on this day in 1927, played Catwoman in the 1960s’ TV series of Batman – and she was a cat woman in real life too. Her cat Jinx was a constant companion, even joining her in radio studios for interviews and hanging out in her dressing room while she was on stage at the theatre. ‘I think people can learn a lot from cats,’ Eartha, who was also a powerful advocate for rescue cats, said. ‘They’re clean, neat, quiet, graceful and independent.’


18 JANUARY


Tigger


Tigger, like all the animals in the Winnie-the-Pooh stories, was based on a stuffed toy tiger that belonged to writer A.A. Milne’s young son, Christopher Robin. Winnie-the-Pooh actually first appeared as a children’s story commissioned by the London Evening News for publication on Christmas Eve in 1925 and big cat Tigger, who is full of energy and verve, made his screen debut in the 1968 short Disney film Winnie the Pooh and the Blustery Day. A.A. Milne was born on this day in 1882.
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19 JANUARY


Smelly Cat


Who can forget the iconic song ‘Smelly Cat’, which we first heard in episode six of the second season of the hit show Friends? But what you may not know is that along with Lisa Kudrow, who played Phoebe Buffay and performs the song in the show, one of the iconic tune’s co-writers was a serious rocker and a member of the British-American band of the late 1970s and ’80s, the Pretenders. That rocker is none other than Chrissie Hynde, who is herself a cat lover. The Pretenders had their first UK No. 1 hit with the song ‘Brass in Pocket’, which topped the charts on this day in 1980.
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20 JANUARY
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Hollywood Hager


Hollywood is a very glamorous name for a rescue kitten, but this little cat is both political and entertainment royalty as the family pet of Jenna Bush Hager, one of the daughters of former US President George W. Bush, who was sworn in as the 43rd president on this day in 2001. Jenna is a journalist and author and the co-host of the NBC news show Today with Hoda & Jenna. Introducing her new kitten on Instagram, Jenna wrote, ‘My eyes are red from cat allergies, but I love her!’


21 JANUARY


Crystal & Misty Blue


Crystal the cat belongs to Hollywood actor John Travolta, who rehomed her in March 2021. Animal lover John shot to stardom in the 1977 film Saturday Night Fever, the soundtrack of which started a 24-week run at the top of the US album chart on this day in 1978. The record went on to win Album of the Year at the Grammy Awards the following year and eventually sold more than 40 million copies worldwide, making it one of the bestselling soundtracks albums of all time, second only to The Bodyguard (1992). The star of that film, the late Whitney Houston, was a cat lover too and had a cat called Misty Blue.
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22 JANUARY


Lucas the Kop Cat


Named by fans, Lucas the Kop Cat is a snow leopard (well, someone dressed up in a snow leopard costume) and the mascot for Leeds United, the English football team. The choice of a white big cat is said to have been made in homage to the team’s white and blue uniform, which was first chosen in 1919. Lucas the Kop Cat became the club’s mascot in 2005. And on this day in 1927, sports broadcaster and rugby union player Teddy Wakelam gave the first live radio commentary of a football match, when Arsenal played Sheffield United at Highbury.


23 JANUARY


Wendell


Elvis Presley had a huge heart when it came to animals and it’s said that no creature that found its way to Graceland would be turned away; instead, Elvis and his entourage would find a new home for the animal. Wendell was a cat the rock star took in and named after Wendell Corey, his co-star in the 1957 film Loving You. On this day in 1986, Elvis was one of the first stars inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, alongside Little Richard, Chuck Berry, James Brown, Ray Charles, Sam Cooke, Fats Domino, the Everly Brothers, Buddy Holly and Jerry Lee Lewis.


24 JANUARY
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Eve & Royal Wallace


Singer Ellie Goulding has two cats. Aqua-eyed Royal Wallace, who she has owned since 2015, is a leopard-print Bengal and Eve, who she adopted in 2017. Don’t be fooled by the name because Eve, who is white with a grey-black tint on his paws and ears, is actually a male. (Word is Eve got his name because he joined Ellie’s family on New Year’s Eve.) Ellie admits she was a cat lady even before she got her own cat. Back in 2013, the TV Talk show host Ellen DeGeneres (another cat lover) noted that the ‘Love Me Like You Do’ singer posted a lot of random cat pictures she found on the Internet. ‘I’m obsessed now. I never thought I was gonna be one of those people who was gonna post photos of a lot of animals, and now I am. I’m Catwoman,’ the singer joked. ‘Love Me Like You Do’ debuted on the Billboard Hot 100 chart on this day in 2015.


25 JANUARY


Sappho


‘Kind old ladies assure us that cats are often the best judges of character,’ Virginia Woolf, born on this day in 1882, wrote. ‘A cat will always go to a good man, they say.’ Virginia, perhaps with feline-like astute judgement, adored cats. With her first pay cheque as a journalist, she admitted that ‘instead of spending that sum upon bread and butter, rent, shoes and stockings, or butcher’s bills, I went out and bought a cat.’ Sappho features in five photographs held by Harvard Library, napping in the sunshine and being petted.
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26 JANUARY


Old Hollywood Cats


When art collector Klaus Moeller acquired the rights to millions of photographic negatives of Old Hollywood film stars which had been stashed for decades in a filing cabinet, he stumbled on a treasure trove of images showing just how much these stars loved their cats. There were images of screen legend Elizabeth Taylor with her cat and others showing Jane Fonda in bed with her kittens, and the Italian star Claudia Cardinale feeding her cats. Elizabeth Taylor’s route to Hollywood stardom was kicked off in earnest with the release of the film National Velvet, on this day in 1944. Starring Mickey Rooney, the film tells the story of a horse-obsessed young woman and her dreams of racing her new horse, whom she names The Pie.
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27 JANUARY


The Cheshire Cat


With his distinctive wide-mouthed grin, the Cheshire Cat is, of course, a character in Lewis Carrols book Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and widely considered to have been a kind of guiding spirit to the young Alice, since he is the character who leads her to both the March Hare’s House and the Mad Hatter’s tea party. Carrol was born this day in 1832 and says he first saw the face of a smiling cat carved into the wall of the tower at Brimstage Hall, a fourteenth-century building in the Wirral (formerly Cheshire). The cat’s superpower is the ability to appear and just as suddenly disappear!
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28 JANUARY
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Queso, Carl, Charlie & Mr Peeps


Proud cat owner Kesha has four rescue cats, Queso, Carl, Charlie and Mr Peeps. Carl is a Persian who first made his debut on the performer’s social media early in 2019, Queso and Charlie are both Maine Coons and Mr Peeps was a stray kitten that Kesha is said to have found in Russia. She brought him back to the United States where he went on to appear in her ‘Crazy Kids’ music video. The American singer/songwriter, rapper and actor received two Grammy nominations at the 60th Grammy Awards, which were held in Madison Square Garden on this day in 2018.
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29 JANUARY


‘Caturday’


Tony Gonsolin, baseball pitcher for the Los Angeles Dodgers, has always been a big ‘cat man’, and the team’s Saturday practice sessions, during which the pitcher embraces his ‘inner cat’, are now known as ‘Caturdays’. Once described in a World Series promo as ‘part man, part cat’, the Major League player explains that the cat tropes all started when his pitching coach, knowing how much the player loved cats, left him a $5 shirt with a cat on it in his locker room one Friday. Gonsolin wore the shirt to stretch the following day, which then became known as Caturday. And the rest, as they say, is history . . . as is the fact that on this day in 1936, the very first inductees into the Baseball Hall of Fame were announced.
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30 JANUARY


Mochi


Mochi is a Japanese bobtail cat who stars in the Disney animated film Big Hero 6. He belongs to brothers Hiro and Tadashi and their Aunt Cass (voiced by Maya Rudolph), who is raising the boys. As it happens, Aunt Cass owns a café called the Lucky Cat Café. Most of Mochi’s appearances in the film show her with her human companions, enjoying their company, so it’s fair to say this is one happy fictional cat. The film was released in the UK on this day in 2015.


31 JANUARY


Cleo


Cleo, a rescue cat from Surrey, was the hero of her home on this day in 2013, enjoying a steady supply of cat treats as a reward for saving her owner’s life. A few days earlier, Pauline Jenkins was watching Coronation Street when the normally laidback Cleo began yowling and howling. ‘What do you want?’ Pauline asked, confused. ‘You’ve had dinner.’ Tortoiseshell Cleo stared at Pauline intently – then dashed, still yowling, upstairs. Pauline followed her into the bedroom to find her husband Richard clutching his chest, having a heart attack. He was rushed to hospital for emergency surgery. ‘If it wasn’t for Cleo raising the alarm – well, I couldn’t think of it,’ Pauline said. As Richard recovered back home, Cleo didn’t leave his side and, a year later, was honoured with an award.
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FEBRUARY
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1 FEBRUARY


Granpa Rex Allen


The brother of the world’s oldest known cat, Crème Puff (see 27 August), Granpa Rex Allen also lived to a ripe old age: 34 years and 2 months. Granpa’s owner, cat lover Jake Perry, said one of the reasons his cats lived so long was because they never had time to get bored. He turned the garage of his Austin, Texas home into a cinema which played nature documentaries for the cats, and also built play stairs into the walls of his home so the cats always had somewhere to jump and climb. Granpa, who was born on this day in 1964, was posthumously awarded a ‘Cat of the Year’ award in 1999.
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2 FEBRUARY


Mr Winkers


Here’s a clever way to make sure your cat has a starring role at your wedding – get a replica ice sculpture made. That’s exactly what one couple did after learning their wedding venue package included an ice sculpture. The artwork faithfully replicated their rescue cat, named Mr Winkers because he only has one eye. Ice is the theme for this chilly February entry because on this day in 1814, the last of the River Thames Frost Fairs ended. The fairs became popular between the 17th and 19th centuries – also know as the Little Ice Age – when the river frequently froze.


3 FEBRUARY


Miss Moppet


The Story of Miss Moppet is a children’s book written and illustrated by Beatrix Potter. It features a little kitten called Miss Moppet, who decides to tease a mouse which has been having a fine old time teasing her. In one scene, the kitten, who has bumped her head on a cupboard while chasing the mouse, decides to tie an old duster over her head like a bandage. She then sits stock-still in front of the fire until the little mouse can’t resist creeping closer to see what’s wrong. It’s a clever play on well-known phrases, but this time it is the cat sitting ‘as quiet as a mouse’ and curiosity that gets the better of the mouse. The best known of all the Beatrix Potter animal characters is, of course, Peter Rabbit, and that character and his story was turned into a children’s film that was released on this day in 2018.


4 FEBRUARY


Patsy


The American aviator Charles Lindbergh, born on this day in 1902, welcomed his cat Patsy into his life after the stray was found in an airport hangar. Occasionally Patsy went along for the ride in Lindbergh’s planes, but she did not accompany him on his most famous flight – the world’s first solo non-stop transatlantic crossing, from New York to Paris in 1927. A 1930 Spanish stamp, said to be the first ever featuring a cat, commemorated Lindbergh’s feat with Patsy, grounded, gazing up at his plane as it took off.


5 FEBRUARY


Zen Cats


Anyone who has a cat and who practises yoga or meditation will tell you there’s nothing cats like more than a spiritual vibe! Cat lover and Beatles star George Harrison was a big fan of meditation, so when he took his son, Dhani, for coaching at the Leander rowing club in Henley-on-Thames, he’d sit on a bench at the end of the Japanese Garden at Friar Park to meditate. And whenever he did that, the neighbourhood cats would find their way into the grounds through a gap in the fence next to Badgemore Primary school and sit quietly watching the Beatle as he zoned out. On this day in 1962, fellow cat lover Ringo Starr made his first appearance with the Beatles.


6 FEBRUARY


Meredith Grey, Olivia Benson & Benjamin Button


Megastar Taylor Swift is a huge cat lover and has at least three cats – that we know of. Meredith is named after Dr. Meredith Grey from Grey’s Anatomy and Olivia is named for the character in Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. Benjamin – named after the film starring Brad Pitt – has a credit on online film database IMDb for his role in the music video for Taylor’s single ‘ME!’. The film from which his name is taken is The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, which tells the strange story of a man who ages in reverse, and was released in the UK on this day in 2009.
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7 FEBRUARY


Montgomery (Monty) & D’Artagnan


Actor Robert Downey Jr. and his wife, Susan, have two cats, Montgomery and D’Artagnan, and Robert says he just can’t imagine life without the duo. Best known for his role as Tony Stark in the Iron Man franchise, he also played Dr John Dolittle in the 2020 film The Voyage of Doctor Dolittle. And when asked what question he would ask his cats if he really could talk to the animals, the actor fired back, ‘I would ask Monty, “Why do you wake up Mrs Downey at 5.30 a.m. every morning and how can we fix this?”’ The actor added he would do some kind of deal with the kitten.
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8 FEBRUARY


Jasmine, Dexter, Loki, Angie, Fluffy, Fluffy Jr, Fluffy Sr, Bad Leroy, Jeff & Princess Unikitty


There’s more than a touch of a feline thread running through the family favourite The Lego Movie in which all the characters – and the many cats – are made almost entirely from Lego bricks. We meet our first LEGO felines when our hero, Emmet Brickowski, bumps into Mrs Sherry Scratchen-Post aka ‘The Cat Lady’ on his way to work at a construction site. She has many, many cats, including the ten listed above. But the film also features a very unique cat-unicorn hybrid called Princess Unikitty who becomes one of Emmet’s biggest allies and defenders. The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part, which saw the citizens of Bricksburg facing a new threat from DUPLO alien invaders, was released on this day in 2019.


9 FEBRUARY


Willow


There’s a long history of pets at the White House and Willow is the latest in that long line after being adopted by the First Lady and wife of Joe Biden, Jill, who named the cat after her hometown, Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. Jill and Willow first met when she was giving a speech and the grey tabby jumped on stage. It was love at first sight . . . Biden is not the only President with a love of pets; other animal-loving examples include John Quincy Adams, who became the sixth President of the United States on this day in 1825, and John F. Kennedy, who owned a grey cat called Tom Kitten (see 29 May) alongside a rabbit, ponies, hamsters, dogs and more besides!


10 FEBRUARY


White Heather


Queen Victoria – who was the first Royal patron of Battersea – married the love of her life, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, on this day in 1840. When Albert unexpectedly died in 1861 at the age of just 42, leaving his wife bereft, she took solace in offering a home to many cats, but her favourite over the years was apparently a White Persian cat called White Heather. The Queen left instructions that the little cat should continue to live a life of luxury after her own death and that’s exactly what happened, with White Heather living out her days in style at Buckingham Palace.
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