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Jack Frost’s Ode


The King and Queen are lazybones,


Sitting on their precious thrones.


King Oberon I’ll overthrow,


And Queen Titania has to go.




Titania has a birthday law,


That helps her rule for decades more.


But I will freeze her gentle grace,


And set an Ice Queen in her place!
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“Happy birthday, Nathan!” called Rachel Walker from her bedroom window.


The red-haired boy next door waved back at her. Today was his fifth birthday. He had been talking about playing party games all week, and now his back garden was filled with his friends and a huge bouncy castle. Rachel was surprised to see that he looked sad.


“Which game is next?” Rachel asked. “Pin the tail on the donkey? Pass the parcel?”


Nathan shrugged.


“I don’t know,” he said miserably. “All the games are going wrong.”


“I bet I know why,” Rachel said to herself. “The Birthday Party Fairies need our help.”


Rachel and her friends had been invited to Queen Titania’s royal birthday party. A special ceremony, during the party, would renew her right to be Queen for twenty years. But mean Jack Frost had stolen the charms that belonged to the Birthday Party Fairies. If he took over the Queen’s birthday party, he could make himself the king of Fairyland and his sister Jilly Chilly the queen.


Rachel’s best friend, Kirsty Tate, and their new friends, Gracie Adebayo and Khadijah Khan, had saved one charm, but there were still three missing. In the meantime, birthday parties all over the human world were being spoiled.


“Maybe the Party Games Fairy can help Nathan,” Rachel said to herself.


She turned to the mirror and looked at the locket she always wore. It held enough fairy dust for one trip to Fairyland. During their last magical adventure, the Queen had made it even more special. It was now magically linked to her friends’ lockets, so Rachel could talk to them wherever they were.


“It’s time to try it out!” said Rachel.




[image: images]




She carefully opened the locket. Kirsty was away on holiday, but Gracie and Khadijah might be able to help.


“Gracie?” she whispered into the locket. “Khadijah? Can you hear me?”


The fairy dust glowed, and then her new friends’ voices floated out.


“Rachel, is that you?”


“Wow, this is amazing!”


“Gracie, Khadijah, I need to see you,” said Rachel. “Can you meet me in Fairyland, where the Party Games Fairy lives?”


She heard two gasps of excitement and smiled.


“We’ll be right there,” said Gracie.


Rachel took a pinch of fairy dust and sprinkled it over her head.


“Please take me to the Party Games Fairy,” she whispered.


In the mirror, she watched herself shrink to fairy size. Filmy wings appeared on her back. The mirror shimmered, and her reflection disappeared. In its place was a magical scene. A tiny fairy was sitting in the garden of a toadstool cottage. She was dabbing at her leg with a paintbrush. Rachel stepped through the mirror and on to the green grass. A gentle breeze ruffled the fairy’s red-brown hair, and she looked up.
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“Hello!” she said, smiling.


There was a whooshing sound, and Gracie and Khadijah appeared next to Rachel.
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