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Introduction


Like many other crafters and designers, my love for creating showed at a very young age. I remember being fascinated with the idea of making something from nothing. From my lunch box to my notebook, I decorated everything I owned. I often borrowed craft books from the library, only to borrow them again in the hope of mastering the projects they held. I painted, I drew, I took things apart and put them back together. I taught myself how to sew in high school, then started a jewelry business out of my college dorm room. By the time I started graduate school, I had realized that handmade fashion was the undoubtedly the best form of self-expression. Of course, fashion itself can provide that … but the do-it-yourself (DIY) aspect presents an unrivaled opportunity for personalization. My mind was constantly overflowing with ideas, which left me with a need to share my projects. I decided to do this in the form of a blog, which would allow me to interact with readers. In 2010, Studs & Pearls was born.


This book embodies the main concept of Studs & Pearls: taking ordinary craft, fashion and hardware supplies and using them in interesting ways. However, this is far from your average DIY fashion book. Aside from the 30 tutorials, each project is followed by several different versions, which I call “Inspirations.” Each Inspiration is similar to the original project, but differs in material or technique. After all, it only takes one small change to completely alter the style and vibe of a finished product.


In total—tutorials and Inspirations combined—there are more than 130 projects in this book. The tutorials serve as guides, just to get you started. At the same time, the Inspirations are simply ideas. They show that we’re not limited to what’s in front of us, whether it’s the steps in the tutorial or the mass produced items in a store. There are no boundaries to the creative thought process, and there are certainly no rules.


In my eyes, DIY fashion is about more than just recreating something that walks down the runway or is featured in a magazine. Of course, both of these things can spark some inspiration. But it doesn’t have to stop there. DIY fashion displays a combination of crafting and style, enabling us to create something completely unique. It looks past the monetary value of fashion and focuses on the creator’s self-expression. There is nothing out there that can represent who you are any better than something you have made. I encourage you to add a personal touch to every project in this book; take it, run with it, and make it your own.


xo,


Kirsten
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DIY BASICS
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A good pair of scissors is a must-have for your supply stash. Practically every project requires some kind of cutting or trimming.
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Jump rings can be opened and closed easily with a pair of jewelry pliers.
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Choosing the right type of glue is essential for every project. Double check the list of supplies to ensure that you have the right kind on hand.
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There is a chain out there for every kind of project. Delicate chains are great for jewelry or accents, while the chunkier types are ideal for handbag straps.




FABRIC


Whether you’re using a couple scraps or an entire yard, fabric is often the core of many fashion projects. Old clothing is a really great (and inexpensive) source for materials such as cotton, silk, and denim.


SCISSORS


Two essential pairs to have on hand are multi-purpose and fabric scissors. Multipurpose scissors are used to cut a variety of materials, such as string or cardboard. Fabric scissors or dressmakers’ shears are designed solely for fabric material: to avoid blunting them, use them only for fabric.


MEASURING TOOLS


Rulers and measuring tapes are necessary for almost every project. Aside from helping you measure accurate lengths and widths, a handheld ruler is useful for creating straight edges. Measuring tapes are much more flexible, allowing you to measure curved objects, such as your wrist.


GLUE


For DIY fashion, the types of glue that you will often use include hot glue, fabric glue, and strong craft glue. Hot glue is a fast-drying adhesive that can join a variety of surfaces together. Caution should be used, as the temperature of the glue can increase quite fast. Fabric glue can be used to adhere two fabrics, as well as attaching ribbon or trimming to fabric. After 24 hours, fabric glue dries clear and flexible. Garments can then be washed as they normally would. Strong craft glue is considered to be industrial strength, and forms an extremely strong bond between two surfaces. This is excellent for jewelry components and heavier materials such as metal or leather. Don’t forget to use this type of glue in a well-ventilated area.


WRITING UTENSILS


A simple #2/HB pencil or a pen can used to mark measurements and create patterns. Tailor’s chalk works perfectly for clothing and darker surfaces. Light rubbing will easily wipe away the chalk.


BRUSHES


A soft-bristled art brush can be used to apply paint to different surfaces. A brush designed for all mediums is appropriate for the projects in this book. Thin brushes are good for smaller areas and finer lines. Foam brushes are inexpensive and can be purchased in assorted widths and sizes.


PLIERS


Many jewelry pliers are “3-in-1,” featuring rounded tips, a flat portion known as the needle nose, and a wire cutter. The round tips can create wire loops, as well as bending and grasping components. The center part is useful for flattening or holding pieces. The cutting tool can trim thin chain, wire, or cord. Hardware pliers are great for taking apart heavy chains or even accessories such as belts or handbags.


WIRE CUT TERS


As an alternative to 3-in-1 pliers, wire cutters can be used to cut different gauges of wire. They are also ideal for cutting stems off faux flowers.


BUT TON SHANK REMOVER


A button that has a loop on the back is known as a shank button. This type of button can be sewn onto fabric with needle and thread. A button shank remover, which can be found in the button section of craft stores, is designed to remove the loop. This creates a flat surface, allowing the button to be used as an embellishment. This tool can be used on acrylic plastic buttons.
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