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Introduction


The title “national treasure” is used a lot, and rarely is it so well deserved, but Sir David Attenborough (he was knighted in 1985) is most definitely one. Born in 1926, the broadcaster and biologist, who has graced our screens for decades, has dedicated his life to bringing the natural world to the attention of people who might otherwise have not taken too much notice of it. His dulcet tones and unscripted enthusiasm breathe life into the darkest depths of the oceans and the most remote regions of the Amazon and all that lies in between.
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In his latter years, Attenborough’s focus has been on climate change and activism. He has taken it upon himself to encourage people to not only respect and understand the planet we live on, but also consider how each one of our decisions and actions impacts all other living things – often to their detriment.


Within the pages of this book we celebrate all elements of David Attenborough’s life and work, consider his most important messages, bring you his favourite facts about nature and his own life, and challenge you with trivia. So get ready to journey into the natural world with the most inspiring natural historian around.












The Natural
 World








I have been lucky enough
 to spend my life exploring
 the wild places of our planet
 and making films about the
 creatures that live there…
 I have experienced the living
 world first-hand in all its variety
 and wonder, and witnessed
 some of its greatest spectacles
 and most gripping dramas.
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FACT


David Attenborough grew up living on the campus of University College, Leicester, where his father, Frederick, was the principal. He loved collecting fossils and stones as a child, which inspired his love of the natural world. By the age of seven, David already had an impressive collection of birds’ eggs and fossils, a passion that stayed with him through to adulthood.
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People depend on the natural world for sanity
 – in moments of crisis, the natural world is
 where they find solace. But it’s also what feeds
 us and gives us the air that we breathe.
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Each of us must cherish the natural world that
 surrounds us, from wide open countryside
 to tiny patches of green in our cities.
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We have to recognize that every breath of air
 we take, every mouthful of food we take comes
 from the natural world. And that if we damage
 the natural world, we damage ourselves…
 We have the power. We have the knowledge
 to actually live in harmony with nature.
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TRIVIA


David Attenborough has made and narrated many documentaries throughout his life, but what inspired Attenborough’s programme The Amber Time Machine?


a) His love of traffic lights


b) A gift of amber containing prehistoric creatures from his adopted sister


c) His interest in precious stones


David’s long involvement with the BBC hasn’t only been as a programme-maker; he has also held one of the most important positions at the organization. Which of these was it?


a) Controller of BBC Two


b) Main presenter of BBC Nine O’Clock News


c) Director of Children and Education





People are discovering that they need the natural
 world for their very sanity. People who have never
 listened to a bird song are suddenly thrilled, excited,
 supported, inspired by the natural world. And they
 realize they’re not apart from it. They are part of it.
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I still recall, with great clarity, the
 very first time I went to the tropics…
 Wherever I looked, I found a prodigality of
 pattern and colour for which I was quite
 unprepared. It was a revelation of the
 splendour and fecundity of the natural
 world from which I have never recovered.





Fact


In 1945, David Attenborough won a scholarship to study at Cambridge University, where he was awarded a degree in natural sciences. Later, in the 1960s, he went on to study for a postgraduate degree in social anthropology at the London School of Economics. Over his lifetime, David has amassed 32 honorary degrees from universities around the world in recognition of his work.
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One of the really great, profoundly moving
 experiences was to go to the giant sequoias in
 California, these enormous trees. It’s not an
 accident that there’s a cathedral-like feeling
 when you go amongst them. They are immense
 things, some of the tallest ones are enormous.
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I’m very fond of South East Asia and
 especially Borneo. I’ve found it to be
 particularly rich in species of animals
 and plants that occur nowhere else.
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The capture and distribution of
 the Sun’s energy, and the cycling
 of carbon between the atmosphere
 and the living world that results,
 has been central to the activity
 of life on Earth for 3.5 billion
 years. In that time a host of
 forests, marshes, swamps, mats
 and blooms have brought power to
 the living world of their day.








Fact


One of David’s favourite facts is that humans have spent hundreds of years documenting life on Earth. We now have a catalogue of around 1.6 million species, however, there may be 7 or 8 million more animal species that we don’t yet know about. While David has dedicated his life to educating the public around different forms of nature and wildlife, it is humbling to think of how much is out there yet to be discovered.
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