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INTRODUCTION


 


In the moment between the light switching off and on, in the area just 


behind you that you never see and in those unknown places that you dare 


not visit, that is where the monsters live. 


Are you ready to step into one hundred mysterious, ridiculous and fantastical 


stories to meet the world’s finest selection of bizarre creatures? You don’t 


mind slime, mud, dribble, stench, poo and guts, do you? Because this journey 


is not for the squeamish. It will take you around the world, trekking across 


mountains in search of the wild men: Bigfoot, Yeti, Basajaun and Ucumar-Zupai. 


You’ll dive into the oceans where the water giants lurk: Kraken, Crabzilla, 


Ningen and Lusca. Setting up camp in forests, you’ll be surrounded by the 


screams and howls of Wendigo, the Jersey Devil, the Beast of Gévaudan and 


Yara Ma Yha Who! Do you dare to enter the deep cave lairs of Lou Carcolh, 


Trolls, Grootslang and Ho Tinh? And you will visit the hushed towns that are 


terrorised by Gulyabani, the Loveland Frog, Jiangshi and Mothman.


These beautiful, imaginative beasts rose from storytelling, which people 


created to try to understand mysteries. They teach us about lost lands and lost 


people. They are made from misunderstandings and superstitions, monstrously 


filling in the gaps in our knowledge before scientific discoveries stepped in.


We love monsters because we love to be scared. We love that these strange 


oddities teach us about history, science and geography. But more than that, 


they teach us about bravery – how people explore the world and face their 


fears; creativity – how writers and storytellers conjured up the unimaginable; 


and love – because many of these monsters were created to protect those 


we cherish from coming to harm. These wonderful creations show that we 


are very similar now to the people who lived hundreds, and sometimes 


thousands, of years ago, when lots of these monsters first appeared. 


 


They show that we value our home, family and survival above all else.















Folklore: The stories, beliefs and history of these monsters have been shared  



by spoken words, which pass on lessons and experiences for generations. 



 


Myth: The fictional tales and legends of these supernatural creatures and gods 



are widely believed and have been passed on by written or spoken words.  



 


Sightings: There have been real personal experiences of meeting these 



monsters, including seeing, smelling, hearing or feeling their presence. 


9


Following in monstrous footsteps, fuelled by your curiosity,  



you are about to bound across continents and come face-to-fang  



with unimaginable things, things you would never believe.


Love the unknown, because it encourages adventure, expedition, 


scientific knowledge, imagination and possibility. 


We promise to disgust, amuse and captivate you.  



Come on in. Come and meet the monsters …


KEY


Alongside each monster’s name you will see where they come 


from, other names they are known by and symbols, which tell 


you a little more about the monster’s origins and history. 















MONSTER 



MAP


Puerto Rico


Dominican Republic


Bahamas


Mexico


USA


Canada


Brazil


Chile


Argentina


E


N


W


S















Iceland


Arctic


North 


Korea


Sweden


Norway


Scotland


Ireland


England


Spain


Madagascar


France


Germany


Belgium


Poland


Czech Republic


Turkey


Iraq


Egypt


Italy


Greece


Zambia


India


Portugal


The  


Gambia


Arabia


Persia


Pakistan


Thailand


Mongolia


Singapore


Indonesia


Congo  



River 


Basin


China


Nepal


Vietnam


Philippines


Japan


South 


Korea


Russia


South 


Africa


Australia


Fiji


Antarctica


New Zealand


Israel


Finland


Denmark
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BIGFOOT


OTHER NAMES Dewey Lake Monster, Mogollon Monster, Sasquatch 


USA 



You find yourself travelling at night along the winding roads of the USA’s 


Pacific Northwest. You’re taking in the sights that this heavily wooded and 


beautifully wild area has to offer. Driving along the unlit roads, the car’s 


headlights search into the darkness. Fog clings to the towering pine trees  



at the road’s edge. Could there be someone out there?


STOP! What was that? You swear you saw something in the trees. Sightings 


of a beast have been recorded in this area for over 1,000 years. Eyewitness 


accounts, drawings and film footage all describe the same characteristics: an 


upright creature about 3 metres tall, with dark fur, teeth and claws, leaving 


five-toed footprints that are as long as your leg! Did you just glimpse Bigfoot? 


You wouldn’t be the first. Bigfoot has been hunted for decades. There have 


been many famous hoaxes; people in ape costumes pretending to be Bigfoot, 


faked physical evidence and even complete bodies encased in ice. But for 


as many hoaxes, there are good people, like you, who swear they have 


encountered this monster. Looking out, you see masses of wild forest to hide 


in. You could spend your life tracking Bigfoot, only to end up finding your own 


footsteps in the dirt.


The Native Americans call him Sasquatch, and he seems to have relatives. In 


1964 there were many sightings of the Dewey Lake Monster, a 3-metre Bigfoot 


spotted swimming in Lake Dewey. Not forgetting the 2-metre smelly Mogollon 


Monster, who throws stones, makes nests in trees and whistles a warning. You 


do not want to hear that awful whistle as you stroll under the trees. 


Is Bigfoot a large ape? A leftover early human from millions of years ago, 


roaming lonely and lost in this modern age? There has been no scientific proof 


of his existence, but of course we all know that science cannot prove everything. 


The car headlights illuminate a huge creature at the bend in the road. He 


 


stares at you with burning red eyes. Seconds later he is gone. Was it him?  



Was it Bigfoot?
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YARA MA YHA WHO


AUSTRALIA


It is so hot. Even in the shade of the fig trees, the temperatures soar and the 


heat’s haze makes you sleepy. You check the map so you know where you are in 


the dense, sweet-smelling forest, near the Pacific Coast of Australia. 


The leafy canopy above rustles. A few dried leaves fall, and you look up past 


the figs and into the higher branches. What is that? There! Red, deep red like 


burning fire, and crouching on the branch! Frog-like, big-headed, big-bellied 


and patterned like Aboriginal paintings, with circles, dots and waves. 


You look up at the vampiric Aboriginal creation, the Yara Ma Yha Who. This 


monster will, if you stay under its tree, climb down – it’s a fantastic climber 


but a terrible walker – and use the suckers on the ends of its limbs to drain 


the blood out of you. After a big drink from a nearby water hole, it will take 


a long nap. If the food – that’s you – is still there when it wakes, it will open 


its hinged, toothless jaws and swallow you whole! To help digest you, it will 


perform a wild, rhythmic dance below the fig trees. It then naps again and 


on waking, regurgitates you like a slippery eel. Finally, Yara Ma Yha Who will 


poke you with a stick, but if you lie still, the monster will get bored and leave. 


You will recover, eventually, but will notice you are slightly red in colour and 


hairless. If you linger too long under the fig tree though, the Yara Ma Yha Who 


will return and eat you again and again until you become one of them.


Yara Ma Yha Who is just one of many Aboriginal stories that have been told 


for 40,000 years, carrying the voices of the people and lessons on survival, 


belief and nature. The monsters in these tales are similar to other cautionary 


creations found around the world, which warn young ones not to stray, even 


 


in daylight. 


If you do go out into the Australian forests, be careful, be cautious and look up!
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MINOTAUR


OTHER NAMES Asterion


GREECE


Crouched down in the dark corner, his hands holding a flaming torch and a 


dagger, a man listens to the strange sounds that echo down the long, winding 


passages. Deep in the belly of this place he can hear the snorts, scrapes and 


roars of a beast. He stands, letting out a little more thread, his lifeline to find 


his way to freedom, as he moves along the snake-like paths of the Labyrinth. 


From above, you would see a tiny man lit by the glow of his torch, steadily 


moving to the centre of a maddening maze of walls. Once there, he will find 


 


a grotesque monster, part-man, part-bull, who is trapped forever in this puzzle 


prison: the Minotaur!


Theseus, the hero in this Greek legend, must meet this beast head on. He will 


fight for hours, and against all odds he will slay the creature, freeing the 


people of Athens from the Minotaur’s terror. For years, the Athenian people 


have been sending the beast human sacrifices to stop its curse of plagues 


devouring their city.


The myth of the Minotaur can be seen in art, ceramics and sculptures throughout 


Greek history. His terrible temper and hunger drove a king named Minos to 


trap the Minotaur. The king asked Daedalus, an inventor, to design a place that 


no one could escape from, and he created the Labyrinth. But Theseus used a 


simple cotton thread to lead him back out, its simplicity was its brilliance!


Labyrinth? Maze? Which was the Minotaur trapped in? Labyrinths have a 


single path in, and a single path out. They are not as tricky as mazes, which 


have dead ends and lots of different pathways. It seems more likely the 


Minotaur was trapped in a sort of maze. This would explain how Theseus used 


a cotton thread to find his way out and why the Minotaur could not escape. 


The Minotaur is an incredible monster living within a puzzle, who has been 


infamous for around 2,500 years!
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LOVELAND FROG 


OTHER NAMES Loveland Frogman, Loveland Lizard 


USA 


The beautiful south-western town of Loveland, nicknamed ‘Sweetheart of 


Ohio’, in the USA, is famed for growing peaches and strawberries. It is also 


home to the infamous Loveland Frog!


Let’s go back to the humid summer of 1955, cicadas clicking in the evening 


haze. A businessman is driving out of Loveland, nearing one of the town’s 


many bridges that cross the Little Miami River. The light is fading and his 


headlights sweep past something on the bridge. There stands a fantastically 


freakish sight. Upright on leathery, hairless legs, a webbed hand held up to 


 


the headlights’ glare, was a man frog! Panicked, the businessman sped away, 


but he would not be the only witness to the Loveland Frog.


In 1972, a local police officer saw a squat creature at the same location, frog-


faced, lizard-like and standing on two legs. He stated later, ‘I knew no one 


would believe me, so I shot it and put it in my car boot.’


In 2016, teenagers were out roaming alongside the Little Miami River when they 


photographed the Loveland Frog. The image was dark and grainy, but two large, 


glowing eyes on a large, human-sized shape can be seen in the black water.


This strange amphibious monster has hopped, squelched and walked the 


edges of Loveland for decades. Some say the town’s regular flooding allowed 


the creature to grow so large. Nobody has captured a clear picture of it; the 


teenagers’ photo was dark and blurred. Like most urban legends, the Loveland 


Frog is rarely photographed but widely talked about. Many say it’s a hoax. 


 


In the end, the policeman’s boot only contained a large pet iguana. 


Have you ever heard frog calls by a lake, their loud rhythmic croaking? Imagine 


the sound a human-sized frog would make, and how high he could jump! The 


Loveland Frog is surely a hoax, but amphibians are incredible creatures that 


have inhabited our planet for millions of years. If you visit Ohio, drop in to 


Loveland, take a good camera, camp by the river and listen for the croaks …







































21


LUSCA


BAHAMAS


Have you ever wondered if the tide’s continual movement – in and out; in 


and out – was made by something other than the Moon’s gravity pulling on 


the oceans? Have you listened as the sea rises and falls and imagined it is 


breathing? What if it is? And what if it is actually the breath of a gigantic 


creature? 


There are over one thousand mysterious blue holes surrounding the islands of 


the Bahamas, in the Caribbean. These blue holes are deep, mainly unexplored, 


and lead to underwater caves and tunnels. From above, they look like circular 


black holes in the ocean that contrast against the clear-blue tropical sea all 


around them. With dangerously strong currents and whirlpools, some divers 


and swimmers have died whilst exploring them. 


Curled up in a blue hole off Andros Island is a phenomenal sea monster that 


has rightly inspired a series of 


Sharktopus 


movies – Lusca! This mega shark-


octopus from Caribbean folklore has been sighted around the islands of the 


Bahamas and has apparently been attacking divers and swimmers for decades. 


It is between 23 and 60 metres long and has biting tentacles! It can change 


colour for camouflage, like smaller octopuses do, and sink to great depths onto 


the deep-sea floor. 


In 1896, a decaying mass of blubber washed up in Florida, only a short boat 


ride north-west of the Bahamas. Was it Lusca? In January 2011, the head of a 


sea monster washed up on Grand Bahama Island, which was calculated to have 


come from a 10-metre-long body! But the body of what?


Scientists have blamed the sightings on giant squids or unusual water currents 


that make a monster shape seemingly appear in the blue holes. These plunging, 


mysterious holes are full of secrets, and scientists have discovered many 


unknown species of sea life in them. The soup of bacteria in the cave waters 


are similar to prehistoric seas. Perhaps Lusca has been down in its hole for 


 


300 million years? Occasionally coming up for snacks! 
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GROOTSLANG


OTHER NAMES Groteslang



SOUTH AFRICA


Ingredients for making Grootslang, the South African Great Snake of the 


Orange River:


Diamonds – lots of precious, dazzling jewels created over billions of years in 


the Earth’s mantle, just beneath its surface. You will need enough to encrust 


his cave walls and save two big ones for his eye sockets.


Mix in a double helping of greed and cleverness. 


Next, add another sprinkling of greed and an appetite for eating humans.


Place in warm water in a cosy, deep cave. The Wonder Hole, a deep cave system 


in South Africa, is perfect.


To create the body, shape the monster to look like a 13-metre-long python. 


That's about the length of a bus.


Finally, add an elephant head and tusks, horns and fangs. And perhaps some 


legs if you’re feeling creative. Some say add legs, some say no legs, it’s just a 


matter of taste.


And 


voilà


! You have just created Grootslang, which you may live to regret. 


Centuries of well-documented encounters with the greed-driven treasure-


hunter Grootslang have earned it a place among monster legend. Ancient 


stories explain that Grootslangs were made by the gods, but they became too 


powerful, so they were split into parts, creating the very first elephants and 


snakes. Treasure-obsessed giant serpents, called leviathans, are common in 


mythology, reflecting humans’ craving for treasure. In many monster myths, 


 


the selfish traits of people are represented by the monster to teach us how 


greed is vile and dangerous, especially when greed is wearing tusks and fangs!


If you are unlucky enough to meet Grootslang, if you just happen to stop by his 


deep cave in Richtersveld, he will eat you. Unless, yes there is an unless, you can 


bargain for your life by giving him gems. You have lots of diamonds, don’t you? 
















































































































































































































































































































































OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Sarah BanViHe/

























