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				Introduction

			

		

		
			
				The power of Ferrari is pure seduction. Marque founder Enzo Ferrari well understood the irresistible allure of myth and enveloped himself within it. Even his precise date of birth in 1898 remains a matter of conjecture. Having grown up during the rapid but chaotic industrialization of northern Italy post-unification, Enzo learned the skills of making connections and charming others to do his bidding. Later in life this would serve him well as he retreated to his inner sanctum, relishing his role as a string-puller from the Maranello throne room: success on track, pretty, charismatic, and desirable road cars and the perception of exoticism and unattainability combined to woo eager customers to his door.

				The Emilia-Romagna region of Italy is steeped in creativity, craftsmanship and passion for il dolce vita. Veterans of the Roman legions were granted parcels of land here upon retirement and took up crafts or worked the soil; in time the area became rightly famed for the richness of its produce and the quality of its artisan metalwork. Come the 20th century, small coachbuilding workshops around the region were pivoting profitably towards the construction of custom bodies for the burgeoning automobile industry.

				Enzo’s family home was above his father’s Modenese workshop and, though he never fulfilled his father’s wish of becoming an engineer, the young Enzo observed and absorbed the lessons of the family’s passage into the middle class: Alfredo Ferrari acted as designer, craftsman, and salesman, and presided as fastidiously over his paperwork as he did over the products of his trade. The realities of war shattered Enzo’s ambitions to become a journalist, singer, or racing driver; he lost his father to pneumonia, his brother to an unrecorded illness, and eventually returned to Modena substantially weakened by the Spanish Flu. There he realized, as he later put it in his autobiography, that he had no family support network, no money and very little education – “All I had was a passion to get somewhere.”

				First he talked his way into a job as a test and delivery driver with CMN, one of many small car manufacturers spun off from the war industry. There he began to make the connections which facilitated him with opportunities to race and to move on to bigger employers, soon establishing an Alfa Romeo dealership in Modena. The flow of wealthy customers, many with racing ambitions, led him to create his own racing company in 1927 when Alfa temporarily withdrew from grand prix racing. With support from Alfa and Pirelli and the financial backing of moneyed enthusiasts, Scuderia Ferrari acted as a turn-key 
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				racing operation: they stored and prepared the cars, and all the well-heeled customers had to do was arrive at the appointed hour and jump in.

				Ferrari’s team was ultimately acquired by Alfa Romeo, but Enzo found himself stifled by the removal of his autonomy. This self-confessed “agitator of men”, who thrived on promoting creative tension among his underlings, was now an employee himself. The arrangement didn’t last, the tipping point coming when Alfa brought in a new design department headed by an outsider, the Spanish engineer Wifredo Ricart. 

				Ferrari spent World War II making machine tools and aircraft components, relocating his workshop from Modena to Maranello in 1943. Profitable though this was, Ferrari hankered to build racing cars again and these plans were already in train when, in December 1946, his former colleague Luigi Chinetti arrived at the workshop to propose a deal. Chinetti, a successful racing driver, was one of many Italians who had quit Europe for America before the war. He had already established a profitable business selling cars in a country relatively untouched by the hostilities – and he could sell the cars Ferrari was planning to build.

				It may be hard to countenance now, but Enzo came only grudgingly to acceptance of the need to build road cars as well as pure-bred racers. What began as a side-project to subsidize Ferrari’s racing efforts went on to create some of the most desirable sports cars in automotive history.

				In 1984, as the company’s 40th anniversary beckoned, Italian photographer Silvano Maggi embarked on a project to catalogue Ferrari’s cars for an automotive journal which published images of a production Ferrari and a racing Ferrari every week. During the 1990s Silvano’s son Paolo began the similarly daunting task of cataloguing the images, which by then ran to the region of 100,000, including nearly 200 distinct models. While not an exhaustive representation of Ferrari history – a handful of early examples had been destroyed before Maggi’s project began or were unavailable at the time – the collection does include some remarkable historic curios, racing esoterica, and one-offs as well as the most significant and evocative Ferrari cars of the company’s first 60 years. The Maggi & Maggi archive is believed to be one of the world’s most comprehensive collections of Ferrari production-model imagery.

				Like Enzo Ferrari’s own journey, it began with a dream and was fuelled by passion.
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				– AUTO AVIO 815

				– 125 S

				– 166 SC

				– 166 MM TOURING BARCHETTA

				– 166 INTER COUPÉ

				– 166 MM VIGNALE COUPÉ

				- 166 INTER STABILiMENTI FARINA
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				Engine // 1496cc, inline-8

				Power // 54kw (72bhp) at 5500rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Four-speed

				Top Speed // 164km/h (102mph)

				Weight // 625kg (1378lb)

			

		

		
			
				Auto Avio 815 

			

		

		
			
				1940

			

		

		
			
				One of Enzo Ferrari’s first acts after leaving Alfa Romeo in 1939 was to invest his severance pay in setting up a new company, Auto Avio Costruzione (AAC). He had signed a four-year non-competition clause with his former employer and, ostensibly, the new organization was a design office and contract machine shop – but, as Brock Yates put it in his biography of Enzo, “Even as the acrid smell of cordite drifted slowly south over the Alpine peaks, Enzo Ferrari had one final gesture of defiance in mind before Italy plunged into the fighting.”

				The phoney war was already underway when, in December 1939, Ferrari and fellow Alfa refugee Alberto Massimino drew up plans to build a car which could contest the forthcoming Brescia Grand Prix – essentially a revival of the banned Mille Miglia race. The Marquis of Modena, Lotario Rangoni Machiavelli, underwrote the project and in four months AAC produced two rolling chassis based on components scavenged from Fiat’s 508 C Balilla 1100 model, a clever choice since the standard model’s handling enjoyed a good reputation and Fiat were offering cash bonuses to class winners using their components. Since the four-cylinder engine was too small, Massimino had a bespoke 1.5-litre straight-eight block cast and adapted two of the Fiat cylinder heads to fit it. Carrozzeria Touring of Milan clothed the chassis in smoothly flowing alloy bodywork which bore a close resemblance to Alfa Romeo’s 6C 2500 SS model.

				Rangoni and Alberto Ascari dominated the 1.5-litre class in the Brescia event but both cars succumbed to mechanical failure.
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				125 S

			

		

		
			
				1947

			

		

		
			
				// 1940s

			

		

		
			
				Engine // 1497cc, v12

				Power // 88kw (118bhp) at 6800rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 169km/h (105mph)

				Weight // 650kg (1433lb)

			

		

		
			
				One of Ferrari’s origin myths has it that the inspiration to build a V12 engine sprang from Enzo’s captivation with a 4.9-litre Packard 299 owned and raced by the Baroness Maria Antonietta Avanzo. Whether this is true or not, Enzo needed someone to design it: this was former colleague Gioacchino Colombo, conveniently unoccupied in mid-1945 when his wartime membership of the fascist party led to him being suspended from Alfa Romeo. Ferrari summoned Colombo from Milan with a simple proposition: “I’ve had enough of machine tools; I want to go back to making racing cars.”

				At Ferrari’s Modena workshop they agreed on the details of a 1.5-litre V12 and on Colombo’s fee, then enjoyed a convivial lunch in a nearby trattoria. Between August and November, when Alfa Romeo decided he was clear to continue in their employ, Colombo sketched out both the new engine and what would become Ferrari’s first car, the 125 S sports-racer.

				Ex-Alfa engineer Giuseppe Busso and aircraft engine designer Aurelio Lampredi translated Colombo’s drawings into a working prototype but several elements were problematic. The short stroke and oversquare piston dimensions theoretically enabled a higher rev ceiling, but made the engine more difficult and costly to manufacture. Further development on the cylinder heads and bearings was required to achieve the performance targets.

				Franco Cortese – one of Ferrari’s machine tools salesmen – gave the 125 S its competitive debut at the Circuito de Piacenza in May 1947, leading until three laps from the end, when the fuel pump broke. Two weeks later Cortese achieved Ferrari’s first victory, in a race around Rome’s historic Terme di Caracalla.
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				166 SC

			

		

		
			
				1948

			

		

		
			
				Although it had been challenging to develop the Colombo V12 engine, the fundamental architecture was expandable owing to its 90mm (3.5in) cylinder-centre spacing. Giuseppe Busso had already begun work on a 2-litre version of the V12 as well as adding a supercharger to the 1.5-litre V12 with a view to competing in what would later be called Formula 1. The first iteration of the 2-litre engine, used in the interim 159 S sports-racer and actually closer to 1.9 litres in displacement, was trounced by rival Maserati machinery in competition. When Gioacchino Colombo returned from Alfa Romeo in September 1947, supposedly on a part-time consultancy basis, his hands-on approach alienated Busso to the extent that the younger man left – to join Alfa Romeo. 

				Colombo redrew the internal dimensions of the engine to a bore-stroke of 60x58.8mm, giving a 1995cc capacity in which each cylinder’s swept volume was a fraction over 166cc, from which the cars to be powered by this engine took their names. In this format the V12 would claim its first significant scalps in competition and drive the sales Ferrari desperately required.

				1948 would be Ferrari’s first year of concerted action on multiple fronts with sports-racing cars and single-seaters. Allemano provided both barchetta and coupé bodies for the first 166 S models and these were soon joined by the SC, a formula-style car but with two seats and cycle wings. It was an ungainly conveyance but one which played a significant role in re-establishing Ferrari’s pre-eminence on the racing scene. At the Mille Miglia that May, Ferrari had five cars in play and managed to convince the legendary pre-war ace Tazio Nuvolari to join his driver roster. Nuvolari was supposedly far past his peak, and had wintered at a convent near Lake Garda to mitigate the effects of the lung condition which would claim his life five years later. 

				Driving a 166 SC as if this were the last race of his life, Nuvolari roared into the lead at a pace which was only slightly impeded when a wing fell off, followed by the car’s bonnet. Ignoring the blood he was coughing up, and the protestations of his riding mechanic, Nuvolari pressed on. A broken spring eventually forced him to stop, ceding victory to a 166 S coupé driven by Clemente Biondetti – who, at the prizegiving, publicly apologized to the disappointed Italian public for winning.

			

		

		
			
				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 97kw (130bhp) at 6500rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 169km/h (105mph)

				Weight // 630kg (1389lb)
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				In September 1948 Ferrari unveiled a car at a motor show for the first time, in Turin. It was a mark of the company’s growing repute, as well as healthier finances: it’s said that when Enzo Ferrari and Luigi Chinetti held their famous meeting in December 1946, Enzo’s office was lit by just one low-wattage bulb and both men’s breath misted in the cold air. Now Enzo was about to take the covers off a new purpose-built sports-racing car named after the famous race Clemente Biondetti had won at the wheel of a Ferrari in May: the 166 Mille Miglia, or MM.

				Powered by the now-established 2-litre form of the Colombo V12 engine, the first 166 MMs carried elegant and trend-setting bodywork by Carrozzeria Touring. The long bonnet and truncated tail were connected by sweeping lines, with a pronounced rib just below the shoulder line of each flank, leading this version to be christened barchetta, meaning “little boat”. The distinctive look would influence the design language of future sports cars both in Europe and the USA.

				In May 1949 166 MMs finished one-two in, appropriately enough, the Mille Miglia, as Biondetti led Felice Bonetto home by eight minutes over the 1000-mile (1600km) course. But arguably the greatest was yet to come.

				Among the many sales brokered by Chinetti was that of a 166 MM to Peter Mitchell-Thompson, the 2nd Lord Selsdon. In the 1939 Le Mans 24 Hours, Selsdon and Lord William Waleran had finished fourth in a V12 Lagonda. For the next running of the event, the first post-war Le Mans, he acquired a 166 MM with Chinetti rostered as co-driver.

				Chinetti, then nearing his 48th birthday, was the veteran of seven previous editions of the 24 Hours including two victories. He knew how to win and prepared accordingly. The longevity of the new V12 and its gearbox was the greatest uncertainty ahead of the event, so Chinetti had a reserve oil tank installed in the cockpit where it could easily be refilled. He also drove the majority of the race solo – accounts vary as to how he engineered this – leaving Selsdon to take the wheel for just over an hour shortly before 4.30am on the Sunday, once Chinetti had established a three-lap lead.

				In the final hours the clutch began to slip but Chinetti nursed the 166 home a lap ahead of the second-placed Delage, recording Ferrari’s most significant victory yet.

			

		

		
			
				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 104kw (140bhp) at 6600rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 220km/h (137mph)

				Weight // 650kg (1433lb)

			

		

		
			
				166 MMTouring Barchetta

			

		

		
			
				1948

			

		

		
			
				// 1940s
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				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 67kw (90bhp) at 6000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 169km/h (105mph)

				Weight // 800kg (1764lb)

			

		

		
			
				166Inter Coupé

			

		

		
			
				Though Enzo’s focus remained on racing, the proliferation of specialist coachbuilders made it relatively simple for Ferrari to offer road-going cars based on racing architecture: the rolling chassis could be shipped off for a customer-spec body and interior to be added by the outside contractor. Thus Ferrari’s first road-going GT was born – and the 166 Inter, first shown at the Paris Motor Show in October 1949, was very much a race car for the road.

				A wheelbase 220mm (8.7in) longer than the 166 MM enabled the two-seater’s cockpit to be more generously proportioned than its racing cousin, and the engine was detuned slightly to make it feel more tractable for everyday use. Later models received an 80mm (3.1in) longer wheelbase and a 11kw (15bhp) bump in power.
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				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 97kw (130bhp) at 6000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 169km/h (105mph)

				Weight // 800kg (1764lb)

			

		

		
			
				166 MMVignale Coupé 

			

		

		
			
				1949

			

		

		
			
				// 1940s

			

		

		
			
				While the majority of 166 MM chassis were clothed in open-top barchetta bodywork by Carrozzeria Touring of Milan, a handful were produced in enveloping coupé or berlinetta bodywork. Vignale produced the coachwork for two of the series-one 166 MM chassis: one in a barchetta style characterized by a more rounded nose and wings than the Touring 166 MMs; the other as a two-seat coupé with a steeply sloping roofline. Even more unusually, this car was right-hand drive. Contemporary photographs show it with front and rear chrome bumpers for road use, as well as with the bumpers removed for racing. 

				Vignale also rebodied at least one 166 MM Touring barchetta as a coupé, for José Froilán González – winner of Ferrari’s first world championship grand prix.
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				Stabilimenti Farina had been founded by Battista “Pinin” Farina’s elder brother Giovanni in 1919, but its work would later be outshone by those who had learned their trade within this Milanese coachbuilder’s walls: Alfredo Vignale, Giovanni Michelotti, Pietro Frua, Mario Boano and Battista himself worked there in their formative years. By 1949 day-to-day management had passed to Giovanni Farina’s son Attilia (the older son, Giuseppe, was a successful racing driver and about to become the inaugural Formula 1 drivers’ champion).

				The company is believed to have provided the coachwork for nine Ferrari road cars, all 166 Inters – including the first convertible Ferrari, unveiled at the 1949 Geneva Motor Show. In common with Stabilimenti Farina’s other output at the time, mostly based on Fiat 1100s, the styling was rather conservative, although each varied in detail according to customer preference. Just three convertibles were built.

				Though Luigi Chinetti quickly began to realize his ambition of making sales in the US market, early owner experiences highlighted the risks involved in buying such exotica built far from home. One such, the Bowman’s Dairy heir and well-known automobile collector D. Cameron Peck, sent the family chauffeur by train from Chicago to New York to collect his Farina-bodied Inter Coupé from the docks and drive it home; the V12’s timing chain worked loose outside Pittsburgh, marooning the hapless driver and requiring Peck to dispatch another car with a trailer. The engine needed a rebuild which had to be performed at Maranello, owing to the lack of Ferrari spares in the US at the time.

			

		

		
			
				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 67kw (90bhp) at 6000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 169km/h (105mph)

				Weight // 800kg (1764lb)

			

		

		
			
				166 InterStabilimenti Farina 
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				– 195 S

				– 195 INTER COUPÉ VIGNALE

				– 195 INTER COUPÉ GHIA

				– 166 INTER AERLUX

				- 166 MM BERLINETTA LE MANS

				- 340 AMERICA COUPÉ

				- 340 AMERICA BARCHETTA

				- 212 EXPORT COUPÉ

				- 212 EXPORT MOTTO SPYDER

				- 212 TUBOSCOCCA

				- 212 EXPORT BERLINETTA GHIA-AIGLE

				- 212 EXPORT UOVO

				- 212 INTER COUPÉ

				- 340 AMERICA GHIA

				- 342 AMERICA CABRIOLET

				- 225 S BARCHETTA

				- 225 S COUPÉ

				- 225 S SCUDERIA GUASTALLA

				- 340 MILLE MIGLIA

				- 375 MILLE MIGLIA SPYDER

				- 375 MILLE MIGLIA COUPÉ

				- 212 EXPORT

				- 250 MILLE MIGLIA SPYDER

				- 250 MILLE MIGLIA BERLINETTA

				- 250 EUROPA

			

		

		
			
				- 500 MONDIAL BARCHETTA

				- 500 MONDIAL COUPÉ

				- 250 MONZA

				- 375 PLUS

				- 750 MONZA

				- 250 EUROPA GT

				- 500 MONDIAL SERIES II

				- 121 LM

				- 250 GT

				- 860 MONZA

				- 250 GT BERLINETTA COMPETIZIONE

				- 290 MILLE MIGLIA

				- 500 TR

				- 500 TR/625 LM

				- 250 GT TOUR DE FRANCE

				- 250 GT SPECIALE

				- 335 S

				- 4.9 SUPERFAST

				- 250 GT CALIFORNIA SPYDER

				- 250 TESTA ROSSA

				- 250 GT CABRIOLET

				- 500 TESTA ROSSA COMPETIZIONE

				- 250 GT CABRIOLET SERIES II

				- 250 GT SWB
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				195 S

			

		

		
			
				1950

			

		

		
			
				The Colombo V12’s next expansion would be a modest increase to 2.3 litres, by widening the bores rather than lengthening the stroke – a relatively easy adjustment to make given the spacing of the bores in the original design. This gave a displacement of 195cc per cylinder and four 166 MM chassis were converted to accommodate the new engines and redesignated 195S.

				The cars’ first appearance was almost by stealth, given the nature of the conversion. Ferrari entered two 195 Ss, a barchetta-bodied one for Alberto Ascari and a coupé for Giannino Marzotto, in the 1950 Targa Florio. Neither car made the finish: Ascari was laid low by an oil leak while Marzotto stopped to help a fellow competitor. 

				This didn’t dissuade Ferrari from supplying three 195 Ss for that year’s Mille Miglia, barchettas for Dorino Serafini and Vittorio Marzotto and a coupé for Giannino. The Marzotto brothers, scions of a wealthy textile dynasty, had founded their own team in the late 1940s and Giannino would emerge as one of the pre-eminent gentleman drivers of the 1950s – Enzo Ferrari likened his approach to that of pre-war ace Achille Varzi.

				The 22-year-old Giannino also grabbed attention with the colour of his race car – a light blue rather than the usual Italian racing red – and his garb, a double-breasted suit which he would later claim he had worn throughout the event. After over 13 and a half hours of racing through some of the least clement weather endured by Mille Miglia entrants in years, Marzotto emerged victorious – his suit only lightly dampened by water ingress in the cockpit.

			

		

		
			
				Engine // 2341cc, v12

				Power // 127kw (170bhp) at 7000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 200km/h (124mph)

				Weight // 720kg (1587lb)
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				// 1950s
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				Engine // 2341cc, V12

				Power // 97kw (130bhp) at 6000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 200km/h (124mph)

				Weight // 950kg (2094lb)

			

		

		
			
				195 InterCoupé Vignale 

			

		

		
			
				The relatively new Carrozzeria Vignale had delivered a handful of impressive bodies for Ferrari cars and the company was the first to be tasked with clothing the “street” 195 chassis, with a larger wheelbase (2500mm/98in), as per late-model 166 MMs) and running a single-carb version of the enlarged V12. Alfredo Vignale had apprenticed for both Farina brothers and made kitchen implements in his basement to put together the funds to establish his own company.

				Vignale regularly collaborated with Giovanni Michelotti and it is claimed by some that Michelotti drew his 195 design at 1:1 scale and Vignale, lacking certain tools of the trade, beat out the aluminium body panels using a tree stump. Certainly the 12 195 Inter coupés and sole berlinetta built by Vignale are relatively restrained in comparison with some of the carrozzeria’s more ostentatious later works.
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				Engine // 2341cc, V12

				Power // 97kw (130bhp) at 6000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 200km/h (124mph)

				Weight // 950kg (2094lb)

			

		

		
			
				195 InterCoupé Ghia 

			

		

		
			
				Co-founded by Giacinto Ghia, in 1916, the Turin-based Carrozzeria Ghia attained prominence building bodies for sporting models by Fiat, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo between the wars. Following Giacinto’s death from a heart attack in 1944, his friends Mario Boano and Giorgio Alberti acquired the company and completed the rebuilding of its bombed-out factory.

				Ghia built a number of early Ferraris until the mid-1950s, including 11 coupé bodyshells based on the 195 chassis – three of which featured a so-called “2+2” cabin with minimal accommodation for two rear passengers. Besides differences in shape and proportion around the hips and tail, the Ghia 195s were distinguished by much larger radiator grilles and broad chrome bumpers; some were offered with split bumpers and slightly recessed headlights according to customer preference.
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				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 75kw (100bhp) at 6000rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 185km/h (115mph)

				Weight // 800kg (1765lb)

			

		

		
			
				166Inter Aerlux 

			

		

		
			
				Ferrari commissions for Carrozzeria Touring began to decline in the 1950s as the company’s designs drifted into conservativism, though Federico Formenti – who styled the seminal 166 MM barchetta at Touring – went on to create the classic Aston Martin DB4 shape, among others. Among the personalization options Touring offered to customers was their “Aerlux” plexiglass sunroof, a feature generally limited to the luxury car market.

				Touring built a single 166 Inter berlinetta model with an Aerlux sunroof, chassis 047S, finished in bright red for a customer in Varese, Italy, who later had the engine upgraded to three-carburettor specification. Present owner Peter Carlino, CEO of the Pennsylania-based Carlino Financial Corporation, undertook a full restoration in the early 2000s during which he had the car repainted dark blue. 
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				Engine // 1995cc, V12

				Power // 104kw (140bhp) at 6600rpm

				Chassis // Steel ladder

				Gearbox // Five-speed

				Top Speed // 188km/h (117mph)

				Weight // 650kg (1433lb)

			

		

		
			
				166 MM Berlinetta Le Mans 

			

		

		
			
				Carrozzeria Touring built six berlinetta-bodied 166s using their patented “superleggera” technique, in which the bodywork structure was a framework of intricately welded narrow-gauge tubes to which ultra-thin aluminium panels were fitted. The technology was influenced by World War I aeroplanes, which had used fabric stretched over a wooden frame.

				Launched at the 1950 Geneva Motor Show, the Berlinetta Le Mans was clearly built for racing, as evinced by its plexiglass windows and minimalist interior trim. But despite Chinetti’s win at Le Mans the previous year, putative owners were sceptical of its potential. At least one of the factory cars was fitted with the 195 engine before being fielded in competition and a number of customers also requested the larger V12, including US racer and collector Briggs Cunningham.
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				Ground-breaking as the Colombo V12 was, it had proved troublesome in the early stages and tensions had developed within Ferrari’s engineering department as they laboured to make it work in top-level racing. Fitted with twin-cam cylinder heads and a supercharger for Formula A/1, the 1.5-litre unit was prone to overheating and its power delivery was like a light switch. Giuseppe Busso’s departure, following disagreements with Gioacchino Colombo, opened the way for the talented young engineer Aurelio Lampredi to return to the company, having initially quit after a few months because of frictions with Busso.

				Relations with Colombo were not always cordial but Lampredi was able to advance his own idea of a new V12. This shared some philosophies with Colombo’s but would be larger, more rugged and produce more torque, ultimately capable of racing in grands prix in 4.5-litre naturally aspirated form, where its driveability and relative frugality would compensate for any power deficit to the Alfa Romeos that were dominant at the time.
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