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Did you know that we are not alone? Goblins live in our world too … unseen by us. But they love singing and their secrets can be caught, floating through the air. The familiar sound of a blustery wind, the shushing of the sea, the shiver of leaves are the songs and stories of the Music Goblins. They are excellent musicians: blowing, plucking, stamping and chewing their instruments with enthusiasm.
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I have studied goblins for many years and come to realize that I should share all I know with you, in case something should happen to me. Occasionally I have been caught snooping on them, and goblins don’t like that. They like to play tricks. And trust me when I say that goblin tricks are not fun. I’ll just say sausages for toes and leave it at that.

 

Over the years I have made notes about five goblin clans in particular: Stone Goblins, Tree Goblins, Puddle Goblins, Shadow Goblins and Ghost Goblins. Read quickly, and speak softly – share these stories if you will, but only with those you can trust. The wrong word in the wrong ear may have you waking up one day with sausages for toes.

 

Don’t say I didn’t warn you!
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I’m sure you’ve heard of Water Goblins, even if you haven’t seen them. But Puddle Goblins? These little tinkers have found a way to climb out of their watery holes and walk on dry land. How? With a puddle in their pants!

Of course, this drives your average Water Goblin bananas because they can’t do this – everything needs to be wet whenever they go walking.

So what is the Puddle Goblin’s secret?

I can’t tell you that – it’s a secret! Besides, if you dare tell a goblin secret they will find out.
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They always do.

 










INTRODUCING THE
PUDDLE GOBLINS
 and friends
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Bunion

Likes to think of himself as a leader. Doesn’t like the word “Why”.

 

Septic

Bit of a plonker for falling down a well, but quite relaxed about almost everything.
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Tincup and Ribbit

Septic’s friends at the bottom of the well – a moody bucket and an affectionate frog.
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Teabag

A gentle giant of a Puddle Goblin. Not having a waterproof head has caused him problems in the brain department.

 

Fetid

Bunion’s travel buddy. Bit grumpy and argumentative.
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Knuckles

A finger-legged spider. Most Puddle Goblins keep one. They help unblock ears and noses with their long curly fingernails (don’t ask).


 


[image: images]



 



 


[image: images]



 


Gooey and Gloop

Sister and brother. They are nasty and spiteful Water Goblins who are always on the lookout for Puddle Goblins to make them reveal their folding-puddle secret.
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A few facts about Puddle Goblins
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Habitat







	
Puddle Goblins live in water holes or puddle-pits. One puddle can fit one fat goblin, or a few smaller ones, as long as there’s no fidgeting. A settlement of water holes is usually found in boggy marshlands, of much smelly honky-ness.









	 






	The characters in this book come from such a place, which they call Bacterial Sponge or Home!
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Puddles







	Puddle Goblins are so called because they have found ways of using puddles like no other creature.
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Roll-ups







	They can roll up puddles and carry them in their pocket, so they can walk on dry land. No one knows how they do this (that’s the secret I was telling you about), but Water Goblins are desperate to find out.
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Puddling








	If a Puddle Goblin is very nervous, it might lay down puddles every few metres or so. Some Puddle Goblins can enter one puddle and leave by another, anywhere along the line, and so avoid any danger. Once the goblin is inside, the puddle becomes sealed and soundproof. Nothing can reach it, and only the goblin that made the puddle can break the seal.







	 







	Note: If it is not used, a puddle will dry up just like any other puddle. But a puddle with a goblin inside will remain wet for as long as a goblin stays there. So if you come across a single puddle long after the rain has gone away, you’ll know why.
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