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      Collect all the Charmseekers –

      
      The Queen’s Bracelet

      
      The Silver Pool

      
      The Dragon’s Revenge

      
      A Tale of Two Sisters

      
      from June 2011

      
      The Fragile Force

      
      The Stolen Goblet

      
      from August 2011

      
      The Magic Crystals

      
      Secret Treasure

      
      from October 2011

      
      Star Island

      
      Moonlight and Mermaids

      
      from 2012

      
      The Mirror of Deception

      
      Zorgan and the Gorsemen

      
      The Last Portal

      
      www.charmseekers.co.uk

   





[image: image]







      
      For two special sisters – Abigail and Imogen
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      When Charm became queen of Karisma, the wise and beautiful Silversmith made her a precious gift. It was a bracelet. On it
         were fastened thirteen silver amulets, which the Silversmith called “charms”, in honour of the new queen.
      

      
      It was part of Karisma law. Whenever there was a new ruler the Silversmith made a special gift, to help them care for the
         world they had inherited. And this time it was a bracelet. She told Queen Charm it was magical because the charms held the
         power to control the forces of nature and keep everything in balance. She must take the greatest care of them. As long as
         she, and she alone, had possession of the charms all would be well.
      

      
      And so it was until the bracelet was stolen by a spider, and fell into the hands of Zorgan, the magician. Then there was chaos.
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      The Silversmith gazes up at the breathtaking beauty of the heavens. Somewhere out there in the infinity of the universe is
         her Charmseeker, Sesame Brown. Yet, despite the oceans of space that separate them, she feels close to her seeker – feels
         a bond between them which will endure, long after the quest is over.
      

      
      She turns to look at the thirteen magic candles. Ten still burn. The Silversmith is thankful that the bracelet, heart, horseshoe
         and shell charms are safe with Sesame. How she longs for the day when all the charms are united!
      

      
      Meanwhile, there is the problem of Morbrecia. If she is after the charms, she’ll stop at nothing to prevent Sesame finding
         them. And Zorgan is out to make trouble for everyone! Something has to be done to protect her Charmseeker. But what? Tomorrow
         she will go and see Charm …
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      Charm should not have been surprised to hear that Morbrecia might have stolen her bracelet. The two sisters had been rivals
         since childhood. Nevertheless, it hurt Charm to think of Morbrecia’s treachery. Recently her suspicions had been aroused by
         something the Silversmith had said. Since then Charm had barely slept a wink. So when the Silversmith came to see her, they
         spent the afternoon talking. Charm’s maid, Ozina, brought them a tray of tissam,* and poured cups of the fragrant tea from an elegant silver pot.
      

      
      
      “My own sister!” said Charm, when Ozina had left the room. “How could she betray me?”
      

      
      “We’ve no proof it was Morbrecia, Your Majesty,” said the Silversmith cautiously. “There’s nothing to link her with the spider. Even if it’s true,
         I think Zorgan tricked Morbrecia into stealing your bracelet—”
      

      
      “Zorgan again!” exclaimed Charm. “That balam* magician is the cause of all our troubles. Anyway, it doesn’t excuse Morbrecia. She shouldn’t have trusted him. Though,”
         she added ruefully, “I admit there was a time when I thought Zorgan could do no wrong.”
      

      
      The Silversmith raised an eyebrow.
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      “When?” she asked.

      
      “Surely you remember?” replied Charm, refilling their cups. “I was only four the first time I saw Zorgan. I was at Morbrecia’s
         sixth birthday party and he gave a magic show. It was a wonderful surprise.”
      

      
      “How out of character!” observed the Silversmith dryly. “I can’t imagine Zorgan doing a good turn.”

      
      “Quite,” agreed Charm. “Anyway he performed some fantastic tricks. I remember he conjured a doll from thin air. It looked just like Morbrecia! It became her favourite and she took it everywhere. I believe she still has
         it.”
      

      
      “Hm,” murmured the Silversmith, a faraway look in her eyes. A worrying thought had occurred to her. Then, catching Charm’s
         puzzled expression she said: “It’s nothing. Please go on.”
      

      
      “My sister and I thought Zorgan was marvellous,” said Charm. “We were delighted when our parents made him Court Magician.”

      
      The Silversmith recalled the day King Orin and Queen Amilla had made the announcement. “Your parents must have trusted Zorgan,”
         she said.
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      “Yes,” said Charm. “He couldn’t do enough to please them.

      From the start he encouraged Morbrecia to take an interest in magic.”

      
      “Because he knew she’d be queen?” suggested the Silversmith. “He saw a chance to influence her.”
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      Charm nodded.

      
      “I suppose so,” she said. “But everything changed on my seventh birthday, when Quilla came to see my father—”

      
      “I know of the fairy, Quilla,” said the Silversmith. “She lives backwards, if you see what I mean. She grows younger with
         age, and she knows the future.”
      

      
      “Ah!” said Charm. “That would explain it. Quilla knew something and came to warn him.”

      
      “I’m intrigued,” said the Silversmith.

      
      “Ozina told me everything,” said Charm, in a conspiratorial tone. “I still rely on her to tell me what goes on around here.
         I know how she loves to gossip! Officer Dork was on duty that day and he told her …
      

      [image: image]

      
      “I took this fairy, Quilla, to the king and queen, right? In a bit of a hurry, she was. Said it was urgent. Their Majesties
         weren’t too pleased about seeing her, ’cause they were going to Princess Charm’s party. But she was very persistent, so they
         agreed. Well, I was backing and bowing out of the room when King Orin says, “Wait, Dork!” So I stood there. Heard it all,
         I did.
      

      
      “What’s this all about?” asks His Majesty.

      
      “I have seen the future,” says Quilla. “Your daughter Morbrecia will never be queen.”
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      “WHAT!” shouts His Maj. banging his fist on the throne.

      
      “How dare you suggest such a thing,” says the Queen.

      
      But the fairy doesn’t budge. “You must believe me,” she says. “Charm will be queen of Karisma. You must tell the princess
         her fate, without delay … ”
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      “My poor father!” said Charm. “He told me later he didn’t know what to do for the best. But he believed in Quilla. She was
         a good fairy. He hoped to find the right time before telling us both.”
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