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Goldfinch on purple coneflower
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Preface





When I started working at Birds & Blooms magazine more than fifteen years ago, I found myself reconnecting with a pastime that had always been part of my life—gardening. Long before I called myself a gardener, I was digging in the dirt; sowing seeds; and growing veggies, flowers, trees, and shrubs. My mom has dozens of pictures of me in the garden. My brother and I even had our own veggie stand at the local farmers’ market when we were kids. Good ol’ Ada, Oklahoma, had an epic market back in the day.


It wasn’t just veggies, either. Everyone in my family and extended family gardened, and we grew everything imaginable. There always seemed to be something in bloom, and in turn, there was always something to see when I was outside. Hummingbirds zipped around, birds frequently nested in our backyard, and bees and butterflies visited the flowers.


I didn’t realize that this was unique or special until I started working at Birds & Blooms. The magazine was filled with beautiful reader stories that reminded me of my childhood, and there seemed to be even more people who wanted to know how to achieve similar success. I hadn’t done much gardening after I went to college and moved away from Oklahoma, but every issue of the magazine had me dreaming of plants I’d like to grow in my own garden—someday. When I settled into my first real home, I knew I wanted to bring life into my yard, just as my parents, grandparents, and other relatives had been doing for years.


I started off small and ordered a predesigned garden plan (plants included) from a mail-order company called Bluestone Perennials. Over time, I enhanced that simple original layout and then expanded into other areas of my yard as I tried to do my part to make a wildlife-friendly space.


I spent about ten years at the magazine. I learned from and worked with some of the best gardening experts in the industry. As editor, I had the honor of passing on their wisdom to more than one million subscribers who were also dedicated to creating a better space for birds, hummingbirds, bees, butterflies, and other wildlife.


Over the years, many friends have asked me for gardening advice or plant recommendations. I love introducing them to a plant (like my go-to favorite, the purple coneflower) and then telling them it can attract wildlife, as well. I call this approach “Plants with Purpose,” because there are so many plants that do more than look pretty: they support animals, wildlife, and a strong ecosystem.


This book isn’t about what I think about plants or what I know about gardening. It’s more a culmination of what I’ve learned from the many great gardeners in my life. I hope it helps you discover some of the wonderful Plants with Purpose that will bring birds, bees, and other wildlife into your garden. They need all the help they can get. Thank you for doing your part through the power of gardening.
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Introduction





If you picked up this book, you probably already know the importance of gardening for wildlife. You likely know about the threats to birds, bees, and butterflies caused by the ongoing loss of the habitats they rely on. So let’s skip the statistics, agree that we have an opportunity to help pollinators do their essential work, and provide beauty, joy, and vitality through our efforts as gardeners who seek to harness the power of plants.


Without a doubt, a thriving, plant-filled yard is more attractive to birds, bees, butterflies, and other pollinators and wildlife. Best of all, when you intentionally grow for one of these groups, there’s a good chance you’ll support the others, because, as you’ll read in this book, many plants offer benefits for three, four, or five different groups of wildlife. I call this a “Birds & Bees” approach to gardening, because when you focus on the birds and the bees you’ll naturally attract others. Many of the plants in this book are perfect for mixing and matching. See something you love in the hummingbird chapter? It’s probably also ideal for bees. Love the look of a shrub you see in the bee chapter? It’ll also make good cover for butterflies. Using the Birds & Bees approach isn’t that difficult; it just helps you decide what to look for, in order to maximize your space.


My goal is to help you learn about the wildlife you can attract to your yard, create a vision, and then put it into motion—season by season and plant by plant. You might start small by switching to organic gardening practices or by reading plant descriptions and labels in seed catalogs and at the garden center to find a bee-friendly flower. All of these efforts make a difference, for you and the environment.


While the book is organized by chapters, everything in here is intended to be layered together, to help you create a vibrant and attractive garden. Start with a strong base and then build as you go. It won’t be long before you’ll see a lot more life in your garden. It all starts with the birds and the bees.
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I Want to Attract Birds
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Birds make backyards better—and front yards, patios, decks, and porches. Even windowsills. When I go outside to garden or relax, there’s something really special about seeing a bird perched or flying nearby. I feel good knowing my garden helps support the birds in my area.


I’ve learned that by selecting plants with bird-friendly benefits, I can attract dozens of species throughout the year. You can, too. Yet, gardening on its own can get you only so far. To truly create a bird haven, you should plan for a few other things. Here are some of the best ways to bring birds into your yard, now and in the future.



Feed birds well


Offering food is one of the easiest things you can do to bring birds into your yard, and thanks to the hobby of bird feeding, it’s also one of the quickest. Here’s a look at the different types of feeders you can buy and what you might expect to attract with each one.
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According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, about one-third of households in the United States feed wild birds at some time during the year.





Tray feeder


A tray feeder can accommodate larger birds because it’s often a big, open area. This type of feeder usually is mounted on a post or is placed on the ground or other flat surface. You can use pretty much any seed with these feeders, including the popular black oil sunflower seeds and seed mixes. Keep in mind that squirrels often will use these feeders, too—and they’ll eat a lot of seed.


Hopper feeder


This is probably the most common and popular backyard feeder, and it comes in a wide range of shapes and sizes. Most models are available to hang from a hook, branch, or pole; some have a baffle or weighted mechanism to prevent squirrels from accessing the seeds. You can use black oil sunflower seeds or seed mixes.


Tube feeder


Tube feeders are some of the most popular types of bird feeders. Most dispense thistle seeds, although some tube feeders also will hold seed mixes or hulled sunflower seeds. These feeders often have weighted mechanisms or baffles to keep squirrels out.


Suet feeder


The most common type of suet feeder is a hanging cage into which you put an entire square “cake.” Other types of suet feeders include hoppers that hold multiple cakes, or logs that contain suet in predrilled holes.


Peanut feeder


These feeders usually come in a tube or circular shape with large holes that allow birds to dig out individual whole or shelled peanuts.



Sugar-water feeder


You can find sugar-water feeders specifically designed for orioles and hummingbirds. Oriole feeders are often orange while hummingbird feeders are usually red. Both hold a sugar-water mixture and likely include multiple perches.


Other feeders


Other feeder types include those that hold orange halves or other fruit, which appeal to orioles and sometimes tanagers, and mealworm feeders, which can attract bluebirds, robins, or wrens. If you have questions about the best kinds of feeder(s) for your situation, visit a farm-supply business or a local store that specializes in bird feeding and/or gardening. You might also reach out to a local Audubon Society or nature center. Not only will you get great tips, but you’ll support your community.
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The best plants offer a triple dietary benefit—seeds, nectar, and berries. Often, these will be shrubs or trees.





Provide water, if possible


Birds, bees, butterflies, and other beneficial insects and wildlife need clean water, whether for bathing, drinking, or breeding. While only certain types of birds will visit a bird feeder, most species will appreciate your birdbath.


Of the three main elements—food, water, and shelter—required for certification by the National Wildlife Federation’s Certified Wildlife Habitat program (www.nwf.org/garden-for-wildlife), providing adequate clean water for drinking and bathing is often the most challenging for home gardeners. It doesn’t have to be.


If you’re not fortunate enough to have a free-flowing stream or pond on your property, add a simple birdbath to start. If you want to take it up a notch, consider a fountain or water feature. Moving water can make a big difference in catching a bird’s attention. If you have a birdbath or water feature with deep sections, try adding small rocks to give birds an extra place to perch.
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Look for solar devices to go into your birdbath, either to heat the water or circulate the water through a fountain. These make your bath more appealing to birds and help prevent the growth of algae.





All of these require some regular maintenance. Your pollinator friends need clean, fresh water to avoid waterborne illnesses, so scrub your water source frequently with nontoxic cleaners. Refill it with fresh water. Keep it ice-free if you live in an area where it dips below freezing in winter.


Create as much natural shelter and habitat as possible


Shelter and habitat are critical for birds, especially because we lose so many wild and natural places each year. It can feel daunting to create a bird-friendly habitat, especially if you’re starting from scratch. But with every annual, perennial, shrub, and tree you plant, and every water source you supply, you’re helping create a strong future for birds, bees, and other wildlife.
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Evergreens provide four-season appeal in your yard. Not only will you enjoy their rich green foliage and shade, but they’ll provide good shelter for birds.





While you’re planning this habitat, try to make it as diverse as possible. This means including plants that produce nectar, berries, and seeds. When you select a new plant from the seed catalog or garden center, ensure that it will benefit birds. Many—but not all—will. By making this a rule, you’ll be doing so much good for the birds that visit your yard. When planning the perfect habitat, this is a case where more often is better. Birds tend to like spending time in and nesting in dense areas where they are protected. You can create this environment by being mindful of layering. If you plant a shrub or two in one spot, go ahead and make an entire garden bed out of this area by placing perennials in the front and leaving room for hooks to support hanging baskets and feeders on the sides. Slowly but surely, you’ll start to fill out an area that will appeal to the birds.


Plan for all four seasons


By planning for birds that might visit your yard in any season, and providing food or nectar, shelter, and/or nesting sites, you’ll maximize the number of avian visitors you attract and help wildlife in general. Offer foods that resident and migrating birds prefer at different times of the year. Select plants that will support wildlife continuously.
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A big reason native plants are so good for birds is because they naturally attract the local insects some birds require.






Keep your yard free of pesticides


You’re planning a bird-friendly yard. You might not realize it, but most commercial fertilizers, soil treatments, and weed sprays actually hurt or kill birds and pollute soils and water, so please make a conscious effort to reduce or eliminate the use of synthetic pesticides and herbicides. This will help keep birds, bees, butterflies, and other wildlife healthy.


Fill your garden with natives


As you select plants for your yard, understand that natives are most likely to benefit birds. To find the species best suited to your location, contact a native plant society in your area; your local nursery, gardening, or nature organization; or the extension service run by your state university. Many of these groups offer lists of native plants and regular plant sales. They’ll help you get started and support you as you develop your garden.


Discover Common Bird Species


As you plan your garden, it’s helpful to be familiar with some of the common bird species that are most likely to show up in your backyard. AllAboutBirds.org is a great online resource that provides maps and regional information. Remember that males can look different from females or juveniles, so if you don’t recognize a bird right away, don’t give up. It might just take a little more digging to figure out what you’re seeing. ≫
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These are some of the easiest birds to attract with a bird feeder. Invest in a good thistle feeder, and they’ll visit your backyard throughout the year.





American goldfinch


Spinus tristis


American goldfinches are such welcome sights in backyards across North America. You can easily spot their bright yellow feathers during breeding season. In winter or early spring, you might have to look for other identifying marks, like their black wings, in order to recognize them.
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Length Up to 5.1 inches


Wingspan Up to 8.7 inches


Female Markings Dull olive-yellow body, distinctive black-and-white wings


Male Markings Bright yellow during breeding season (similar to a canary); dull yellow-brown the rest of the year


Sounds Resembles “po-ta-to-chip” and “per-chick-o-ree”


Habitat Overgrown and weedy areas, parks, backyards


Nesting Shrubs or small trees in fairly open areas


Diet Mostly seeds, some insects


Range Most of the United States during some portion of the year; year-round throughout much of the middle latitudes of the United States
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If you put a nesting platform in a well-protected tree, you may attract these backyard favorites.





American robin


Turdus migratorius


The American robin is one of the most recognized and common birds in North America. Many people think of the robin as a sign of spring, but it’s actually found year-round throughout most of the United States; you just don’t see it as often in winter. The robin often nests in backyards, so you might be fortunate and get an up-close look at the nesting process.
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Length Up to 11 inches


Wingspan Up to 15.8 inches


Female Markings Orange breast, gray wings and head; white on lower belly is hard to see


Male Markings Same as female but heads can be slightly darker


Sounds Spring song “cheerily, cheer up, cheer up, cheerily, cheer up”


Habitat Woodlands, backyards, parks


Nesting Trees, nesting platforms, other odd spots like lighting fixtures


Diet Worms, insects, fruit


Range Most of North America
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All orioles are easy to attract to backyards with oranges and sugar water. If you don’t live in the Baltimore oriole’s range, look for other orioles like the Bullock’s, orchard, and hooded.





Baltimore oriole


Icterus galbula


Bring bright and beautiful orioles to your backyard with a sugar-water oriole feeder, orange halves, and the right plants. These birds show up like clockwork every year in spring, ready to build their nests and raise a family. If you time it right, you can attract them when they arrive and then enjoy them all season.
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Length Up to 7.5 inches


Wingspan Up to 11.8 inches


Female Markings Light orange to olive from head to underside; long, pointed bill


Male Markings Bright orange underneath, vibrant black head and back, pointed bill


Sounds Single and varied notes and a familiar “chuck” sound


Habitat Open areas, edges of woods, near rivers


Nesting Woven basket suspended from the fork of a branch of a deciduous tree


Diet Insects, fruit, nectar


Range Throughout much of the eastern and midwestern United States
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Chickadees in North America have similar habits and patterns. Depending on where you live, also look for the Carolina, mountain, boreal, and chestnut-backed.





Black-capped Chickadee


Poecile atricapillus


Chickadees are some of the most friendly and common backyard birds in North America, and you can easily attract them year-round by stocking your feeders with seeds and suet. Combine this with a birdhouse and plants that provide food and shelter, and you’re well on your way to creating a chickadee haven.
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Length Up to 5.9 inches


Wingspan Up to 8.3 inches


Female Markings White band on head, black cap, gray overall on top, lighter undersides


Male Markings Same as female


Sounds Well-known call sounds like “chick-a-dee-dee-dee”; another song resembles “fee-bee”


Habitat Forests, woods, parks


Nesting Old woodpecker holes or tree cavities; birdhouses


Diet Seeds, insects, berries


Range Year-round in northern United States and southern Canada
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Blue jays love acorns, so they often hang out in oak trees. They’ve even helped “plant” lots of oaks while foraging.





Blue jay


Cyanocitta cristata


Blue jays are big, beautiful, and loud. You can easily attract them with most seeds, and they especially love peanuts. Like their relatives in the crow family, they are intelligent and verbal, so they can be fun to watch. If you have mature trees and shrubs, they might choose to nest in your yard.
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Length Up to 11.8 inches


Wingspan Up to 16.9 inches


Female Markings Blue-and-white body, distinctive head crest, black stripe around head, white wing bars


Male Markings Same as female


Sounds Soft songs to jarring cries; most known for loud “jeer” or “jay-jay”


Habitat Forests, parks, backyards


Nesting Branches about 10 to 20 feet above the ground


Diet Omnivorous: primarily nuts, seeds, berries, fruit


Range Year-round throughout the eastern United States; parts of the west in colder months
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Plant lots of fruit-bearing trees or shrubs in your yard to attract large groups of waxwings.





Cedar waxwing


Bombycilla cedrorum


Cedar waxwings are some of the most beautiful and active nomads among birds, moving from one area to the next to feed on fruit and berries. They travel in large groups—from dozens to even hundreds of birds. You may also spot their cousins, Bohemian waxwings, in these flocks. The two species look very similar and their ranges overlap.
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Length Up to 6.7 inches


Wingspan Up to 11.8 inches


Female Markings Brown head and crest, black eye mask, cream/yellow underparts, gray on top, distinctive yellow tip on tail, red band on wing tips


Male Markings Same as female


Sounds Thin, high-pitched lisp that sounds like “bzeee”


Habitat Open woodlands, orchards, yards, especially near water


Nesting Horizontal branches and forks in trees from 3 to 50 feet tall; often in colonies


Diet Fruit, berries, insects


Range Throughout the United States and southern Canada
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Dark-eyed juncos are common backyard feeder birds. They’ll eat sunflower seeds but prefer millet.





Dark-eyed junco


Junco hyemalis


For many Americans, the appearance of dark-eyed juncos is one of the first signs that colder weather is coming. They often hang out on the ground below feeders, foraging for seeds. Plant shrubs to give them plenty of cover.
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Length Up to 6.3 inches


Wingspan Up to 9.8 inches


Female Markings Usually slate-gray with white outer tail feathers


Male Markings Same as female but with regional color variations


Sounds Various songs, including warbles and whistles


Habitat Forests, wooded areas


Nesting Often on the ground, but also on low branches or building ledges


Diet Seeds, insects


Range Seasonally throughout North America
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It’s fun to look for the red mark on the back of this bird’s head to determine if it’s a male or female.





Downy woodpecker


Dryobates pubescens


This is the most common woodpecker in backyards across the United States. If you have one or more feeders, there’s a good chance you’ll see a downy. It’ll stop for seeds, suet, fruit, and even a little nectar from sugar-water feeders. If you see or hear this bird drilling on wood, it’s probably looking for insects.


Downy woodpeckers and their cousins, hairy woodpeckers, are small backyard birds that look very similar but appear in slightly different areas. It’s fun to try to get both of them to your backyard, and to try to identify their differences.
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Length Up to 6.7 inches


Wingspan Up to 11.8 inches


Female Markings Black-and-white stripes on lower body and wings, bolder black-and-white bands on head and neck


Male Markings Same as female, but with red cap on back of head


Sounds Quiet “pik”


Habitat Wide variety, including woodlands, parks, backyards


Nesting Cavities in dead trees and limbs


Diet Mostly insects but also seeds, berries, acorns, suet


Range Throughout North America except the Southwest and northern Canada
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If you have an open, grassy area like a field, park, or farm near your backyard, consider putting up a bluebird nesting box. Be sure to research the proper shape, materials, and dimensions before you buy or build one, and install it correctly. Also, ensure that it has a predator guard to keep the bluebirds safe.
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Eastern bluebird


Sialia sialis


Watch for eastern bluebirds’ flashy blue colors near open fields in spring and summer. That’s where they find abundant insects to sustain them while visiting and nesting. They really like mealworms, especially when they’re nesting, so consider putting a mealworm feeder in your backyard. If possible, keep the feeder in the shade for the benefit of both the birds and the worms.
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Length Up to 8.3 inches


Wingspan Up to 12.6 inches


Female Markings Orange-brown breast, grayish above, hints of blue in wings


Male Markings Blue above, rusty throat and underside


Sounds Short, warbling song; call sounds like “tu-a-wee”


Habitat Grassland


Nesting Cavities in birdhouses or old woodpecker holes


Diet Mostly insects; some fruit, berries


Range Eastern United States, with many staying year-round
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Eastern towhees are so similar to spotted towhees, which are found in the western United States, that they were considered the same species until recently.





Eastern towhee


Pipilo erythrophthalmus


What is that large bird scurrying around your yard or pecking around the bottom of your feeders? It might be a towhee, looking for food or a place to build a nest. This bird loves shrubs, brush, and wild areas. It gives you a good reason to add shrubs to your backyard design.
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Length Up to 8.2 inches


Wingspan Up to 11 inches


Female Markings Brown head and back, rufous underside


Male Markings Rufous-and-white underside; black back, tail, head, throat, wings


Sounds “Drink-your-tea” or “to-wheee”


Habitat Overgrown fields, woodlands


Nesting Often in the ground but sometimes in a shrub up to 4 feet tall


Diet Insects, seeds, fruit


Range Eastern United States
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Evening grosbeaks can be unpredictable; they go wherever food and weather take them. Sometimes you’ll see dozens in a weekend and then none for years.





Evening grosbeak


Coccothraustes vespertinus


The evening grosbeak is a favorite in winter because it often arrives at feeders when other birds have left for the season. This large bird frequently flies in groups, so if you see one, you’ll likely see many more. They’ll stop by for a wide range of seeds and berries.
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Length Up to 7.1 inches


Wingspan Up to 14.2 inches


Female Markings Gray body, black-and-white wings, hints of yellow on neck


Male Markings Yellow-black-and-white body, yellow stripe over eye


Sounds Sometimes a short warble


Habitat Forests, especially with conifers


Nesting Usually high in conifers


Diet Seeds, berries, insects


Range Throughout much of North America
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Catbirds are true mimics. They’ve been known to produce more than 100 sounds, including the meowing of a cat.





Gray catbird


Dumetella carolinensis


Catbirds are common during spring and summer, so you might see them traveling through your yard, or going to and from their nests. They can be elusive, hiding deep in shrubs and thickets in parks and along roadsides. They have beautiful coloring, and it’s fun to look for their rusty underside.
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Length Up to 9.4 inches


Wingspan Up to 11.8 inches


Female Markings Slate gray body, black cap and tail; rusty underside can be hard to see


Male Markings Same as female


Sounds Short notes and phrases strung together; mimics other birds


Habitat Shrubs, thickets, forests


Nesting Branches of shrubs, trees


Diet Insects, fruit


Range Throughout North America except the far West
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Curious about how to tell the difference between a hairy and a downy woodpecker? It’s tricky. They look a lot alike, but the hairy is up to three inches longer, with a more pronounced bill.





Hairy woodpecker


Dryobates villosus


If you have a dead tree or limb, don’t take it down. Instead, leave it up for hairy and downy woodpeckers; they may find bugs and insects, and even carve out a nest in the decaying wood. The hairy woodpecker is less common than the downy. You can attract both with suet and seeds.
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Length Up to 10.2 inches


Wingspan Up to 16.1 inches


Female Markings Black-and-white back, white belly, bold black-and-white stripes on head


Male Markings Same as female but with red cap on head


Sounds Similar to, but louder than, downy’s “pik”


Habitat Woodlands, parks, backyards, especially with large trees


Nesting Cavities in dead trees and limbs


Diet Primarily insects; also berries, seeds, acorns, suet


Range Throughout much of the United States and southern half of Canada
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House finches often travel in large groups, eating and foraging together. If one house finch stops at your feeder, get ready to replenish your seed because you’ll likely see more.





House finch


Haemorhous mexicanus


House finches are common visitors to backyard feeders. You can attract them easily with black oil sunflower seed. They’ll stay in the same area throughout the year, so you may be able to observe them for months.
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Length Up to 5.5 inches


Wingspan Up to 9.8 inches


Female Markings Brown overall, streaked belly


Male Markings Similar to female but with red chest, throat, face


Sounds Warbling notes ending in “zeee”; also “cheeps”


Habitat Wide range includes backyards, parks, forests


Nesting Trees, other birds’ nests, ledges


Diet Seeds, berries, buds and flower parts, some insects


Range Common year-round in both the eastern and western United States


[image: Image]






[image: Image]




The best way to bring wrens into your yard is to put up a nest box with the right dimensions. These birds also are known to nest in unusual spots, like on top of a mailbox or in flowerpots and shoes.





House wren


Troglodytes aedon


House wrens may look plain and brown, but these common backyard visitors are fun to watch, especially during breeding season. They work tirelessly to gather materials for the nests they build just about anywhere, even in less-than-ideal places. Both males and females cock their heads a bit as they perch. Other wrens to look for in North America include Bewick’s, cactus, canyon, sedge, and winter.
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Length Up to 5.1 inches


Wingspan Up to 5.9 inches


Female Markings Brown and tan overall; short, erect tail with subtle black-and-white stripes; thin bill


Male Markings Same as female


Sounds Males: long, musical songs during mating season; both males and females chatter and squeak


Habitat Most habitats with trees and shrubs, including parks and yards


Nesting Old woodpecker holes, nest boxes


Diet Insects


Range Throughout the northern two-thirds of the United States and southern Canada during nesting season; Central and South America in winter
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Indigo buntings will stop at thistle feeders. You also might be able to bring them to your yard by offering mealworms.





Indigo bunting


Passerina cyanea


The indigo bunting is the bluest and one of the most vibrantly colored birds. Look for it during spring migration, in your backyard, nearby parks, or wildlife areas. By planting shrubs, you’ll create a safe and welcoming space for this striking bird.
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Length Up to 5.1 inches


Wingspan Up to 8.7 inches


Female Markings Brownish body, some streaks on breast


Male Markings Bright blue overall, especially on head


Sounds Up to 200 songs per hour


Habitat Brushy and weedy areas, especially edge habitats


Nesting Shrubs, low trees at edges of forests


Diet Seeds, insects, berries


Range Eastern United States during breeding season
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You can attract the lazuli bunting to feeders with one of its favorite snacks: millet. It also will stop for sunflower or thistle seeds.





Lazuli bunting


Passerina amoena


The lazuli bunting is like the western counterpart of the indigo bunting. This beautiful blue-hued bird is a bright spot in spring and summer. By planting shrubs like serviceberry or elderberry, you might even attract it to nest in your backyard.
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Length Up to 5.9 inches


Wingspan Up to 8.7 inches


Female Markings Light cinnamon brown


Male Markings Vibrant blue head, blue wing spots, orange tinges on breast, strong white wing bar


Sounds Repeated squeaky notes


Habitat Brushy, wooded areas near streams


Nesting Shrubs, low trees just 3 feet above the ground


Diet Insects, seeds, berries


Range Western United States during breeding season
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Meadowlarks aren’t typical backyard visitors, but they may appear if you live near grassy, open areas. You’ll increase your chances of seeing them if you grow native plants and use organic methods because you’ll attract the insects they feed on.





Eastern and western meadowlarks


Sturnella magna (eastern) and Sturnella neglecta (western)


These two birds look so similar many people think they’re the same species. The best way to tell them apart is their songs. You’ll often see meadowlarks sitting on fence posts in summer, singing or looking for their next insect meal.
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