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      INTRODUCTION
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      Football is a sport played the world over, and it is also probably the simplest sport in the world to play. A ball can be
         fashioned from a tin can if a real ball is not available, and who has not played with jumpers or school blazers doubling for
         goalposts? No kit available? Easy – shirts v skins. Who wins? The team that scores the most goals. It is this very simplicity
         that has made the sport the world’s most popular to watch and to participate in. I know, technically, that apparently more
         people go fishing each weekend in Britain, but that hardly counts as a sport, more a pastime, and which small boy has ever
         pretended to his mates that he is Des Taylor?
      

      
      Football has launched a million fantasies and a million stories. Gathered in this book are several hundred, all categorized
         as to whether they were a first, a last or an only. In the lasts and onlys categories some of the entries are final and some
         are last entries to date – for example, it is perfectly possible that a team might win the FA Cup and promotion in the same
         season. However, the fact that it has only ever been done (by West Bromwich Albion) in 1930–1931 makes it at best highly unlikely.
         And to judge by the standard of today’s politicians, not to mention today’s footballers, I think it unlikely that we will ever see
         another Cabinet Minister who will represent England at football, let alone cricket.
      

      
      I grew up watching football in the 1970s and collecting sticker albums with stickers that weren’t actually sticky and so needed
         glue to put them into the album. Like many small boys I also collated football facts and figures – who played for whom and
         who played where. Grounds that I grew up with included Ayresome Park, Filbert Street, Maine Road, Roker Park and, of course,
         the one that I went to most often, Arsenal Stadium. All of them, with the exception of Arsenal Stadium, fell foul of the Taylor
         Report, which demanded all-seater stadia for the Premier League and Division One clubs. Arsenal’s move was dictated more by
         financial necessity, being unable to compete with the monetary might of the likes of Manchester United and the top teams they
         would meet in the European Champions League.
      

      
      This book of footballing facts, feats and oddities can be read in one sitting or dipped into at will (perhaps at half-time
         or after the news while waiting for Match of the Day to begin), or it can be used as a quiz book to test the depth of your football knowledge or that of your mates.
      

      
      If you do decide to use the book for quizzes, these posers will get you started:

      
      * Who are the only team to have won a European trophy, having been knocked out of the competition in the Second Round?

      
      * Who was the last Englishman to manage a League Championship-winning side?

      
      * How did Joe Gaetjens humiliate English football?

      
      * Which team did a disgruntled fan sue under the Trades Description Act after a particularly poor performance?

      
      * Who won a European trophy without actually scoring more goals than their opponents?

      
      * Which school entered the FA Cup because the headmaster feared that the pupils were not getting enough exercise?

      
      * In what year were ribbons first used to adorn the FA Cup?

      
      * Who did the first football club play their matches against?

      
      * Why was the first World Cup Final played with a different ball in each half?

      
      * Who is the only British footballer to win an Oscar?

      
      
         
         ABBREVIATIONS

         
         CCC - County Cricket Club

         
         ECWC - European Cup Winners’ Cup

         
         FA - Football Association

         
         FC - Football Club

         
         Fifa - Fédération Internationale de Football Association

         
         Uefa - Union of European Football Associations



         
      

      
      * How much was the maximum wage for players when introduced in 1901?

      
      * What unusual fate befell French World Cup captain Alex Villaplane?

      
      * How many matches did the first Pools Panel deliberate on?

      
      NOTE

      
      If you would like to gauge some idea of the modern equivalents of the monetary values given in some of the earlier entries,
         the website http://www.measuringworth.org/datasets/ukearncpi provides helpful calculators based on various indicators such as the Retail Price Index (RIP) or the index
         of average earnings.
      

      [image: image]

      
   
      
      
THE FIRST


      
      RECORDED FOOTBALL CLUB

      
      SHEFFIELD FC, PARKFIELD HOUSE, HIGHFIELD, SHEFFIELD, SOUTH YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND, SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 1857
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      Sheffield FC was the first football club anywhere in the world. Nathaniel Creswick and William Prest, members of a local cricket
         team, were the founders. Originally, the team based its headquarters in a greenhouse on East Bank Road owned by Thomas Asline
         Ward, the father of Frederick Ward who was the first club president. Their ‘ground’ was a nearby playing field. Its first
         competitive matches were between members of the club who divided themselves into marrieds against singles or professionals
         against the others. There is no record of a ‘shirts v skins’ game. The first laws, known as the Sheffield Rules, were formulated
         on 21 October 1858 and there was no mention about offsides, so forwards – then known as ‘kick throughs’ – would hang around
         the opposition goal mouth. The rules did introduce a free kick for fouls and players were also allowed to push or hit the
         ball with their hands. Sheffield now play in the Northern Premier League Division One South, but are actually based at the
         Coach and Horses Pub in Dronfield, Derbyshire.
      

      
      The Football Association was formed on 26 October 1863 at a meeting at the Freemason’s Tavern, Long Acre, London by representatives
         of Blackheath School, Barnes, Blackheath, Crystal Palace, Crusaders, Forest of Leytonstone (later to become Wanderers and
         the first winners of the FA Cup), Kensington School, N.N. Club (N.N. stood for No Names and they came from Kilburn), Perceval
         House of Blackheath, Surbiton and War Office.
      

      
      No rules or laws were established at the inaugural meeting because some clubs, led by Blackheath, wanted to include rugby
         union in the association. On 1 December the rugby proponents were defeated in a vote by 15 to four and pulled out of the FA.
         The laws were enshrined on 8 December. There were no laws about how many players each side should have, so the first match
         played under the new rules was a 14-a-side on 9 January 1864 at Battersea Park between teams chosen by the president and secretary
         of the FA. The President’s XIV was Arthur Pember (the president), Charles Alcock, H.W. Chambers, A.M. Tebbut, Gray, Drew,
         R.G. Graham, W.J. Cutbill, Alexander Morten, J. Turner, Morris, Renshaw, Leuchers and A. Scott, while the following turned out for the Secretary’s
         XIV: Ebenezer Morley (the secretary), J.F. Alcock, C.M.Tebbut, A. Lloyd, C. Hewitt, G.T. Wawn, J.P. Phillips, Innes, McCalmont,
         Needham, H. Baker, A.J. Baker, Hughes and Jackson. The President’s XIV won by two goals to nil, with Charles Alcock netting
         both. Meanwhile, up north the Sheffield clubs, however, continued to adhere to the Sheffield Rules.
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      THE FIRST

      
      RECORDED LOCAL ‘DERBY’

      
      Hallam FC v Sheffield FC at Sandygate Road, Crosspool, Sheffield, South Yorkshire, England, Boxing Day Wednesday 26 December
            1860
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      Hallam FC, founded on 4 September 1860, have the world’s oldest ground and it is the one they use to this day. It has a capacity
         of 1,000 (250 seated). Like Sheffield FC, Hallam FC evolved out of a local cricket team. The first derby ended in a 2-0 win
         for Hallam.
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      THE FIRST

      
      RECORDED SCOTTISH CLUB

      
      QUEEN’S PARK,

      
      3 EGLINTON TERRACE, GLASGOW, LANARKSHIRE, SCOTLAND, 8.30 PM TUESDAY 9 JULY 1867
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      The oldest club in Scotland was created at a meeting of ‘a number of gentlemen... for the purpose of forming a football club’.
         The club was named Queen’s Park, but only after a heated debate and only by one vote. Being the first club gave them few opportunities
         to play, so they often played against each other to keep fit. Their first match was against the now defunct Thistle FC on
         1 August 1868 and Queen’s Park won 2-0. They are currently the ONLY amateur team in the Scottish League. The club’s motto is Ludere causa ludendi – to play for the sake of playing.
      

      
      THE FIRST

      
      FA CUP FINAL

      
      ROYAL ENGINEERS V WANDERERS

      
      AT THE OVAL, KENNINGTON, SURREY, ENGLAND, SATURDAY 16 MARCH 1872
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      The oldest football competition in the world began on 16 October 1871 with 15 teams entering, eight of them from London: Barnes,
         Civil Service, Clapham Rovers, Crystal Palace (not the present team), Donington Grammar School (Lincolnshire), Hampstead Heathens,
         Harrow Chequers, Hitchin, Maidenhead, Marlow, Queen’s Park (the only Scottish entrants), Reigate Priory, Royal Engineers,
         Upton Park and Wanderers. Donington Grammar School, Harrow Chequers and Reigate Priory withdrew from the competition before
         actually playing a game. The headmaster of Donington entered his school because he feared that his pupils were not getting
         enough exercise, but they were drawn against Queen’s Park and could not afford the rail fare to Scotland. Wanderers reached
         the final having won just one game – they played Queen’s Park in the Semi-Final at The Oval, Kennington, Surrey and the match
         ended in a draw on 5 March 1872. However, the Scottish team withdrew when they could not afford to travel to London again
         for the replay. Royal Engineers had beaten Crystal Palace 3-0 in the replay after a goalless Semi-Final on 17 February 1872
         – both the Semis were played at The Oval.
      

      
      Royal Engineers met Wanderers in the Final, admittance to which cost a shilling and there were no crossbars, nets, free kicks,
         penalties, centre circle or halfway line. Both teams had an abundance of forwards – Royal Engineers had seven and Wanderers
         eight. Charles Alcock – the Old Harrovian captain of Wanderers, secretary of the Football Association and creator of the FA
         Cup – won the toss and chose to defend the Harleyford Road end of the ground. This meant that the favourites Engineers had
         the sun and wind in their faces. With the game only ten minutes old, Lieutenant Edmund Cresswell of the Royal Engineers broke
         his collarbone but, with no substitutes available, refused to leave the pitch. After 15 minutes Wanderers’ Morton Betts, playing
         under the pseudonym ‘A.H. Chequer’, scored what was the only goal of the game.
      

      
      
         
         THE NO CUP FINAL

         
         Wanderers didn’t receive the Cup at the match, but had to wait until April 1872 when it was presented to them at a special
               reception at the Pall Mall Restaurant in London by FA president Ebenezer Morley. It was not until 1882 that the tradition
               of presenting the winners with the trophy at the end of the match began.



         
      

      
      In those days, teams changed ends after each goal was scored. On 20 minutes Charles Alcock scored, but the goal was disallowed
         because Charles Wollaston had handled the ball. Wanderers continued to attack and it was only the skill of William Merriman
         in the Royal Engineers’ goal that stopped Wanderers adding to the score.
      

      
      THE FIELD CALLED THE FINAL ‘the fastest and hardest match that has ever been seen at The Oval’ AND WANDERERS DISPLAYED ‘some of the best play, individually and collectively, that has ever been shown in an Association game’. THE TIMES REPORTED: ‘Overall, the Royal Engineers appeared to possess the more skilled football team and offered much evidence they would emerge
         victorious; however, one has discovered anything may happen in this knockout-style tournament.’
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