















The Flower Arranger’s Garden



by Patricia R. Barrett




The mission of Storey Publishing is to serve our customers by
publishing practical information that encourages
personal independence in harmony with the environment.




Cover illustration by Elayne Sears
Cover design by Carol J. Jessop (Black Trout Design)
Text illustrations by Alison Kolesar


Copyright © 1988 by Storey Publishing, LLC


All rights reserved. No part of this bulletin may be reproduced without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote brief passages or reproduce illustrations in a review with appropriate credits; nor may any part of this bulletin be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or other without written permission from the publisher.


The information in this bulletin is true and complete to the best of our knowledge. All recommendations are made without guarantee on the part of the author or Storey Publishing. The author and publisher disclaim any liability in connection with the use of this information. For additional information please contact Storey Publishing, 210 MASS MoCA Way, North Adams, MA 01247.


Storey books and bulletins are available for special premium and promotional uses and for customized editions. For further information, please call 1-800-793-9396.


Printed in the United States


Barrett, Patricia R.


The flower arranger’s garden / by Patricia R. Barrett


A Storey Publishing Bulletin


ISBN 0-88266-513-8





Introduction



The flower arranger is an artist whose materials are those things that grow around him or her. Choosing and growing your own materials can be as creative an experience as making the finished arrangement.


Successful flower arranging and gardening for arranging take practice and experimentation. But once you have tried it you’ll be thrilled to have a work of art on display in your home — your own arrangement.


Growing your own plant material for flower arrangements allows you to plan ahead. With some forethought, you can grow certain flowers for a special event such as a wedding or a flower show, have enough foliage for large arrangements, and decorate your home year round with bouquets of homegrown flowers.


A flower arranger’s garden does not, however, have to be large. A garden can be created on a small scale that will give you flowers and foliage throughout the year. Trees, shrubs, edging plants, and even herb and vegetable gardens can be planted with a flower arrangement in mind. Chive flowers dry beautifully and work well in small bouquets. A few leaves of a red lettuce can be tucked into a bowl of green Envy zinnias for a striking, and maybe ribbon-winning, arrangement.


[image: image]


Before planting something you should consider not only how it will look in the garden but also how it will do when cut and brought into the house. In addition, there are other questions to consider when choosing a plant:


[image: image] Does it flower?


[image: image] When will it bloom?


[image: image] What is its lasting quality when cut?


[image: image] Is it fragrant?


[image: image] Is it available during the barren seasons?


[image: image] Does it have a good form or color when viewed up close?


[image: image] Does it have interesting branches or foliage?


[image: image] Can it be dried or preserved for continuous use?


[image: image] Will its color work in the home and with the other plants already in the garden? Will its color work in the home and with the other plants already in the garden?


At first, this thought process seems odd to some gardeners, but once accustomed to considering plants in this manner, the question, “How will it look in an arrangement?” comes naturally. Not all of the plants you grow will be suitable for cutting. Some flowers won’t take up water and will quickly wilt when placed in a vase of water. (Sometimes, however, the container you want to use will be the problem. It may have too slim a neck or not enough space for water).


In planning your garden you may first want to consider what already grows around your home. If there are evergreens planted near the house, you may have enough foliage for winter arrangements. Perhaps you have lilacs for May bloom and need color in July and August. Or, you have only yellow flowers in a perennial border and yellow is the one color that does not work in your peach living room. Make a list of the kind of plant material you already have and another list of what you would like to have. Then, think about where you could plant this.


Whether you have room for an entirely new garden or just a few new shrubs, the style of your home will help dictate what to plant. Plants selected for containers on an apartment rooftop might be very different from those suitable for a seaside backyard or a country house surrounded by meadows. A city home may want more formal flowers, a seaside cottage may like roses to mix with shells, and a country house may need only foliage plants in the garden to combine with neighboring wildflowers.


Design principles apply to landscaping projects as well as to flower arrangements. Each composition should have the same characteristics: balance, a proper size relationship of all the parts to each other and to the composition as a whole, contrast, for the sake of interest, rhythm and harmony, and the proper scale, or size and proportion.


When selecting plants for your garden, think of these design principles and of the questions previously listed. If you do, the plants you choose will more than likely work well together when picked and placed in that tall art deco vase your great-aunt Sally gave you. Some plants will work better than others. Don’t be afraid to experiment and to change the garden after it’s been planted. Some plants, especially in a small garden, will spread too freely and take up space that could be better used by something else.
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