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INTRODUCTION


You might have relegated felt tips both to the bottom of the pencil case and in your mind -- long since forgotten and surpassed by your gel and ink pens, even for doodling on notebooks. Or if you like colouring-in books or have a passion for stationery you might have a nice collection of felt-tip pens, but aren’t sure what else they are good for. This book is all about giving you ideas, tips and inspiration to take you to the next level when it comes to drawing with felt tips and marker pens.


If you don’t have a set of felt tips, then you can find a set easily -- felt-tip pens are available everywhere and in as many colours as you can imagine. You don’t need anything fancy to start with and water-based pens are best for a beginner (solvent-based pens can bleed through paper and ruin your hard work on the other side).


I have been drawing with felt-tip pens for as long as I can remember. As a kid, my mum and I would sit at the kitchen table and draw with them together. I found it inspiring to see what a grown-up could do with the same basic tools as I was using. Years later as a penniless art student, I was limited in the materials I could afford, but thanks to the humble pound shop there was always a supply of fibre-tipped coloured options to hand. I began life as a felt-tip pen connoisseur with the cheapest -- a pack of 36 pens with clear plastic caps with air holes in them that would often dry up within a month or two. As I began to embark on the world of freelance illustration, I sought out better quality pens until I discovered brush pens and everything changed;
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they give the closest effect you can get to paintbrushes. Nowadays I tend to use a dual-ended brush pen by a Japanese manufacturer called Tombow. But I’m not loyal to any particular brand. I’m more of a magpie -- whatever works best for the task!


This book isn’t really a ‘how to draw -- full stop’ kind of book -- there are hundreds of those available, some dedicated to entire species of animal! Instead, this book assumes you have a bit of knowledge about how drawing works and that you just want to have fun and explore some new materials and techniques.


All you need is some pens and plain paper (don’t use too small a size of paper though, as it gets tricky to handle detail with felt tips on a small scale). Some of the exercises also require a pencil, a pair of scissors, coloured papers and a pack of erasers. I’d recommend starting off by looking at the ‘Drawing Tools’ page which talks you through some of the different felt tips and marker pens on offer, and the effects they can achieve. Also check out the ‘Tips & Tricks’ page for my advice on how to get the best results.


The important thing is to relax and see where your pens take you. It’s a rewarding journey, I promise. The rest is up to you!


HOLLY WALES
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DRAWING TOOLS


Felt tips come in a huge range of colours -- and you can try them all! It’s


up to you what kind of pens you use but I recommend starting off with


a small collection of different types to experiment with and see what works best for you. Some people prefer the textures you can achieve with fine- tipped classic felt-tip pens, often used in schools, and others prefer the more painterly textures that solvent-based brush markers offer (such as ProMarkers and Copic Markers). Some of the exercises in this book suggest
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Al you need is some pens and plain paper (don't use too small a size
of paper though, as it gets tricky to handle detail with felt tips on a
small scale). Some of the exercises also require a pencil, a pair of
scissors, coloured papers and a pack of erasers. I'd recommend starting
off by looking at the ‘Drawing Tools’ page which talks you through some
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Felt fips come in a huge range of colours - and you can try them alll It's
up to you what kind of pens you use but I recommend starting off with

a small collection of different types fo experiment with and see what works
best for you. Some people prefer the fextures you can achieve with fine-
tipped classic felt-tip pens, often used in schools, and others prefer the
more painterly fextures that solvent-based brush markers offer (such as
ProMarkers and Copic Markers). Some of the exercises in this book suggest
a specific type of pen fo help you explore techniques
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Permanent markers come in lots of different sizes - medium-weight ones are
perfect for lagering up areas of colour and adding texture if applying darker
colours on fop of lighter ones. But beware of how much they can bleed through
your paper - you might find you enjoy the special effects you get on the reverse,
or you can put a blank sheet behind your work to soak up some of the damage!






