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INTRODUCTION


It takes many things to achieve greatness. Determination, durability, belief and, more than anything else, talent. Lewis Hamilton shouldn’t have made it. The odds were stacked against him and the road ahead was long and full of obstacles, yet somehow, destiny cleared the path. Driven by his own ambition and a father who often worked three different jobs at once to help ensure he had the tools he needed to compete in the junior go-karting world, Lewis’s fledgling skills began to shine.


As he became a serial winner of junior titles, so his steady ascent continued until, as a 10-year-old boy with grand dreams, he told the boss of McLaren that he would one day drive for him. And he did. It became clear that Lewis Hamilton was a generational talent, destined to one day fulfil his dream of becoming Formula One world champion.


He won his first F1 title in only his third season, becoming the youngest driver to do so in the sport’s history. What followed was domination, breathtaking brilliance and a list of records that would become the stuff of legend. Emulating his hero Ayrton Senna was his dream, but few believed he would go on to even greater feats than the brilliant Brazilian, and all done in a dignified and sporting manner that set him apart from his contemporaries.
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Boy Racer


From a cramped flat in Stevenage, Lewis Hamilton began practising go-karting. Fueled by his father’s determination to give him a level playing field in a competitive hobby usually reserved for those with greater means, Lewis’ journey began – although, it woud be from the back of the grid…








[image: Open quotation.]


I definitely always thought that I could drive. As a boy, I used to sit in the middle seat in the back of the car and watch my dad shifting gears and steering – and I knew that’s what I wanted to do. I couldn’t wait until I could drive something myself. Luckily, I got to drive my first go-kart when I was five and I started racing a few years later.


[image: Close quotation.]


On his early ambitions, Good Housekeeping, August 2021.
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We were the scruffy Black family. We had the shit equipment, shit car and a shit trailer.


[image: Close quotation.]


On his difficult first steps into go-kart racing, Time magazine, December 2016.
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I went to karate at six because I was getting bullied at school and I wanted to be able to protect myself and I was seeing other kids getting bullied and I wanted to be able to help them - but when I’d step in, I’d just get beaten up, too because I was a small kid, so those were the things I encountered that I wanted to be able to overcome.


[image: Close quotation.]


Lewis’ ability to overcome adversity began from an early age, GQ Sports YouTube channel, April 2024.
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I already was being bullied at the age of six. I think at the time, [at] that particular school, I was probably one of three kids of colour and just bigger, stronger, bullying kids were throwing me around a lot of the time.


[image: Close quotation.]


On the bullying he faced as a child, On Purpose podcast, January 2023.





[image: Open quotation.]


I got in a car, and I was the only kid of colour on the track. And I’d be getting pushed around. But then I could always turn their energy against them. I’d out-trick them, outsmart them, outwit them, and beat them, and that, for me, was more powerful than any words.


[image: Close quotation.]


Lewis Hamilton


On his early go-kart racing issues, The Guardian, July 2021.
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When I was six my dad told me to never give up.


[image: Close quotation.]


Early advice from his inspirational dad, ritzcarlton.com, 2023.
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When I first started karting, I didn’t have good equipment. We got my go-kart from the local newspaper, and it was bent and bruised, but for me, it was the greatest thing ever. Having had those difficult experiences as a kid definitely helps me today.


[image: Close quotation.]


On his humble beginnings, Good Housekeeping, August 2021.







FACT


Hamilton’s racing career started when he began go-karting in 1993, and soon he was winning races and cadet-class championships.


In 1995, he became the youngest driver to win the British cadet karting championship at the age of ten.








[image: Open quotation.]


When I was young, around the corner from where I lived I used to play football with all the kids, and I really wanted to fit in. I remember switching between the teams and getting it wrong, and my sister Sam punching me several times in the arm, basically beating me and saying you have to support Arsenal.


[image: Close quotation.]


The reluctant Gooner, it would seem, grandprix247.com, April 2022.





[image: Open quotation.]


Being the only Black kid on the circuit, struggling at school, really always my big drive was acceptance – ‘If I win the race, I will receive that acceptance in this world.’


[image: Close quotation.]


On the need for acceptance being his strongest motivation, GQ, April 2024.
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I had parents come up to me and say, ‘You’re not good enough, you should probably quit.’ And I’d say, ‘But I just beat your son. What are you talking about?’


[image: Close quotation.]


On the negativity that comes with success, Time magazine, December 2016.





[image: Open quotation.]


I struggled at school, I was dyslexic, and I was always behind because I was racing. My headmaster was a complete arsehole. He didn’t agree to me taking time off to race and would put me in detention for the day. I hated school.


[image: Close quotation.]


On finding it difficult to balance school and racing, The Guardian, July 2018.
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For me, school was probably the most traumatizing and most difficult part of my life.
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