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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to Achieve Reading: The Higher Score – Revision


Well done for completing Achieve Reading: The Expected Standard 



Revision book, revising everything you need to achieve the expected 



standard in the Key Stage 2 Reading test. You are now ready for the next 


step. In this book you will ﬁnd key information and activities for more 


practice and to help you achieve the higher score. You will look again 


at some of the same key knowledge that was in Achieve Reading: The 



Expected Standard but you will use it to tackle trickier questions and 



apply it in more complex ways.


About the Key Stage 2  



Reading National Test


The test will take place in the summer term in Year 6. It will be done in 


your school and will be marked by examiners – not by your teacher. 


In the test you will be given a booklet containing a range of texts 


and another booklet for your answers. The texts will be from ﬁction, 


non-ﬁction and poetry. The ﬁrst text will be the easiest and the last 


text will be the most challenging. The texts and questions will be very 


similar to the texts that you have been reading in school. You will have 


one hour to read the texts and complete the answer booklet. 


The test is worth a total of 50 marks.


•  Some questions ask you to ﬁnd the answer in the text. These 



questions are usually worth 1 mark. These make up 44–66 % of 


the marks.


•  Some questions ask you to write a short answer. These questions 



are usually worth 2 marks. They make up 20–40 % of the marks.


•  Other questions ask you to write a longer answer. These are 



worth 3 marks. They make up 6–24 % of the marks.
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INTRODUCTION


Before the test  •   Try to revise little and often, rather than in long sessions.



•  Choose a time of day when you are not tired or hungry.



•  Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.



•  Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn from each other.



•  Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind you of important 



points in answering test questions.


•  Use the advice given in this book when you are reading your own 



reading book. Ask yourself some of the questions as you read along.


•  KEEP READING all kinds of non-ﬁction, ﬁction and poetry texts.



During the test  •  READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.



•  If you ﬁnd a question difﬁcult to answer, move on; you can always 



come back to it later.


•  Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you really can’t work 



out an answer, read the text again and try to think of the most 


sensible response.


•  Check to see how many marks a question is worth. Have you written 



enough to ‘earn’ those marks in your answer?


•  Read the question again after you have answered it. Check you have 



done what the question asked you to do.


•  If you have any time left at the end, go back to the questions you 



have missed. 


Where to get help


•  Pages 8–55 will help you develop the skills you need to achieve 



the higher score in the test.


•  Page 56 contains a glossary to help you understand key terms 



about writing, reading and grammar.


•  Pages 61–64 provide the answers to the ‘Try this’ questions.



•  Inside back cover contains a revision checklist to help you keep 



track of your progress.


Test techniques
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