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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every November baby . . .


Find out why you might give your November baby a name to do with champions, what is meant by a gift of laurel, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Claude Monet, William Blake or Winston Churchill?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood . . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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THE November baby has arrived, telephones have been ringing, messages have flown to and fro like butterflies. All the usual questions have been asked. ‘Is it a boy or a girl?’ ‘What does it weigh?’ ‘Has it any hair?’ ‘Who, if anybody, does it take after?’ Now the moment has arrived when the news is circulated, ‘There may be visitors,’ and the question is what present shall I take?


Of course the right present is baby clothes, but how few of us hold on to the baby clothes we have bought or made until the actual arrival? The temptation to send them in advance is overwhelming.
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Flowers are a perfect present, but let us face it, November is not a good month for them. There are of course carnations, roses, and such in the flower shops, but they are expensive, and with the chrysanthemums nearly over, and the forced spring flowers not yet arrived, it is difficult to buy a satisfactory vase full that is within the reach of the leaner purse.


[image: image]


The same goes for fruit. There may be exotics to be bought, but the season is with us again of oranges, apples, bananas, and grapes, which however tastefully arranged still look like oranges, apples, bananas, and grapes, and it is easy to get tired of them. Also a plethora of these fruits can be a glut in the hospital or nursing home: summer fruits can so easily be given away, but the winter regulars are harder to place.
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That leaves books, which must in the old leisured days of a month in bed have been the perfect present. But nowadays what with the time in bed being cut by at least half, and exercises and massage added to the daily round, mothers complain they have no time to read, that what is needed is something more in the way of a snack than a whole book.
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It was years of wondering ‘What present shall I take her?’, together with the request for short reading, which has produced this book. What most mothers talk about, and therefore presumably like to read about, is Baby. Here then, as an offering for you, is all the information I could collect about babies of yesterday and today who were born in November. The book starts with a list of names. ‘Goodness,’ you may say, ‘I don’t need any help with names, we chose the names for either a boy or a girl months ago.’ You may have, but plenty of parents are still undecided after the baby has arrived. Some have determined on a girl, when what has turned up is a boy, and vice versa, so the wrong names are ready. Some have a name in view, but it does not go with the surname, and needs another name added. Some just haven’t a clue. Anyway, for all who need help, here is a long list of names, all in some way connected with November.
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