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INTRODUCTION


When The Sopranos aired in 1999, it was at the forefront of what is now known as the Golden Age of Television, ushering in a new era of high-quality tragi-dramas that delighted critics and audiences alike.


Revolving around a suburban New Jersey mob boss, Tony Soprano, who employs the use of a psychiatrist in order to cope with his attempts to juggle work and home life, it is no exaggeration to say that the show redefined the crime drama genre. Instead of stereotypical mobsters with no conscience, The Sopranos stunned audiences with its sensitive portrayal of deeply flawed yet complex characters, each of which have their own hang-ups and insecurities, dreams and desires, as well as a very specific – albeit unconventional – code of ethics and morality.


Plotlines are dark and twisting, dealing with complex themes of depression, suicide, family strife and betrayal, and yet The Sopranos never fails to find the lighter moments in amongst it all. In fact, it is streaked through with raucous humour and some truly unforgettable one-liners – some of the best of which you’ll find in this book.


To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the show’s premiere, The Little Guide to The Sopranos gives fans a chance to relive the magic, to remember some of its most indelible moments and pithy exchanges, as well as encounter some lesser-known trivia along the way. If nothing else, it’ll give you a break from wondering about what really happened at that diner in the final scene.


So, let’s grab some gabagool and get stuck in…
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CHAPTER ONE


THIS THING OF OURS


First, let’s take a look at how The Sopranos all began, twenty-five years ago…








 


The show premiered on HBO on 10 January 1999.


The pilot was called simply “The Sopranos”.





 


Creator David Chase originally pitched his concept of the Soprano family as a movie about a gangster going to therapy to talk about issues he was having with his mother.


His manager, Lloyd Braun, thought it had potential for a TV series instead.





 




“


I want you to know that we believe that you have inside you a great television series.


”


Lloyd Braun, David Chase’s manager








 


The Sopranos was turned down by Fox network after they read the script for the pilot because they thought the therapy angle would be too challenging for audiences.





 




“


They came in here and said, ‘Here’s the idea: 40-year-old guy, crossroads of his life, turmoil in his marriage, turmoil in his professional career, beginning to raise teenage kids in modern society – all the pressures of every man in his generation. The only difference is he’s the Mob boss of northern New Jersey. Oh, by the way, he’s seeing a shrink.


”


Richard Plepler, co-president of HBO, on the initial pitch for The Sopranos, as quoted in Vanity Fair, “The Family Hour: An Oral History of The Sopranos”, by Annie Liebovitz and Sam Kashner, 15 March 2012.
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