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For Fenya and Ozra, may you grow into a world 


where these beautiful creatures reign. - J.S.



To all those who look after our planet, 


and all the miraculous animals on it. - B.K.
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Aren’t we lucky to live  


in a world that is bursting with  


so many extraordinary animals?    


From the tiny scuttlers to the soaring giants, animals can 


be found in every corner of our planet – and they are 


full of fascinating surprises. Sadly, not all animals 


are thriving. Human actions are making life 


tough for some creatures. 
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If we work together to help these animals  


before it’s too late, then we have a better chance of 


ensuring they survive to live for many generations 


to come. And the first step towards helping them 


is knowing that they exist in the first place! 


When a group of animals is in danger of 


being lost from the planet entirely (‘going extinct’), 


we say they are endangered. Some animals are more 


endangered than others. For example, if there are only ten 


of a certain type of animal left in the entire world, then we 


would call them critically endangered, and the likelihood of 


that species going extinct would be very high. If things are 


only just starting to look bad for an animal species,  


then they are more likely to be considered  


‘near threatened’ or ‘vulnerable’. 


So, let’s take a journey around 


some of our most incredible places 


and see what we can discover…
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Africa is home to many of the world’s most  


famous animals, including the ‘Big Five’: the 


lion, leopard, rhino, elephant and African 


buffalo. People flock to the sun-baked 


savannahs of Botswana, Kenya, Namibia, 


South Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe  


on trips called safaris to see these  


huge impressive animals.
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In the north is the world’s largest hot desert, the 


Sahara, where the animals are specially adapted to 


life in hot, dry conditions. In central Africa, the Congo 


rainforest is home to thousands of species, including 


three of the great apes. In other parts of Africa, swamps 


and mangroves attract insects and birds in their thousands 


and the mountainous regions are home to creatures that 


thrive in alpine conditions. 


Many of the animals found in Africa are found nowhere 


else in the world. After Madagascar separated from 


the African mainland around 160 million years ago, a 


whole new family of primates evolved: the lemurs. But 


the rare and unusual animals of Madagascar are under 


threat. Since humans arrived on the island, more than 


90% of forest cover has been lost and more than 90% 


of lemurs are threatened with extinction.
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On a hot, sunny day, the best place to find a rhino is 


at the wallows. Rhinos love nothing better than rolling 


about in the cool, wet earth, covering themselves 


in a thick layer of sun-proof mud. Even without the 


mud, rhinos are funny-looking. Their huge bodies are 


covered in leathery grey skin, which crinkles at the creases, 


like a baggy, oversized coat! Rhinos have incredible horns, 


made of keratin – the same material that makes up our 


fingernails and hair. Sadly, people can sell these horns 


for lots of money, so the biggest threat to  


rhinos is people hunting them.


With possibly the best set of headgear in 


the Sahara, the addax antelope makes quite 


an impression as it strides through the 


African desert. It is perfectly adapted to life 


in hot and dry weather. Its pale coat reflects 


sunlight, its broad, flat feet stop it sinking 


into the sand and its ability to survive 


without water for long periods of time 


allow it to survive periods of drought.


1. Black rhino 



 


2. Addax 



 


Stomp, stomp, kick! That’s the sound of a 


secretary bird stamping on the head of a snake 


– its favourite method of hunting. Unusually 


for a bird, the long-legged secretary bird 


hunts on the ground, strutting through the 


shrub and grasslands of sub-Saharan Africa 


like an eagle on stilts.


3. Secretary bird 
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The soft, orange fur and brush-like tail of the Ethiopian wolf 


are a lot like those of its cousin, the fox. Like foxes, Ethiopian 


wolves are part of the canid family, which also contains 


domestic dogs and other wolves. Ethiopian wolves are 


the rarest members of the canid family and they are still 


threatened by habitat loss and diseases that they can 


catch from pet dogs. It is thought there are less than 


500 Ethiopian wolves left in the wild and they are 


only found in the mountains of Ethiopia.


Whooooosh! Accelerating from 0-60kph in only three seconds, just 



by taking three enormous strides, the cheetah is the fastest land 


animal on earth. It zooms across African grasslands, 


hunting down animals such as antelopes, birds 


and hares. 


4. Ethiopian wolf



6. Cheetah 



 


In the heart of the African savannah, a creature 


approaches at speed. Through a cloud of dust,  


it is only possible to catch snatches of the animal:  


a thunder of hooves, a flash of stripes, a bray and 


a snort. Then its horse-like features come into 


clearer focus – it can only be a zebra! Of the three 


species of zebra, the Grevy’s zebra is the largest 


and rarest. Its survival is closely linked to the 


protection of its grasslands.


5. Grevy’s zebra 



 


Cheetahs prefer to hunt during the day to reduce the 


risk of their prey being stolen by lions or hyenas.
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A group of slender, dark-haired apes lounge in a fruit tree, 


sharing their fruit, flowers and leaves. These are bonobos, 


the apes that are most famous for being peacemakers.


Bonobos look very similar to their larger cousins, 


chimpanzees, and both species live very close to one 


another in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. But 


anyone taking the time to watch a group of bonobos 


would soon realise that the two kinds of ape are very 


different in nature. Least aggressive of all the apes, 


bonobos are more likely to be seen hugging than 


fighting. They live in large groups led by females 


and are very kind and caring towards one another.
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