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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to the second cold war steve annual, back again to bring you the wretched top-of-the-pops from the world of Christopher Spencer.


As we go to press, the streets of the UK have witnessed a week of sickening violence. Emboldened and encouraged by the lies of far-right social-media grifters and scammers, thousands of people all over the country have attacked the police, smashed up shops, laid siege to hotels, threatened refugees and migrants, and viciously terrified our local Muslim communities and friends. The horrific knife attack in Southport, that left three poor little girls dead, was the entirely unjustifiable excuse used by fascists to assemble in towns and cities and pour out their hatred. But others, including young teenagers, have been caught up in this as well. Mistakenly seeing this as their chance to protest about other issues, they feel trapped by desperate economic conditions and their own grievances over immigration. The violence, anger and acts of utter stupidity, have been shocking and heartbreaking. The UK remains divided and unhappy.


Putin’s doing alright. In Ukraine he shells civilians for fun. The war still rages, no end in sight. Whilst America stands before a historical election, with Kamala Harris building a campaign that could defeat Donald Trump as he fights for his return to power, American democracy itself is in peril.


The Palestinians have suffered a prolonged, vicious bombardment and invasion from Israel, an attack launched in retaliation for a barbaric terrorist atrocity in October 2023. But which has now witnessed many tens of thousands of Palestinians killed and injured, despite widespread international condemnation and horror. The killing must stop now!


Cold War Steve stands in solidarity with all those effected and will continue to fight alongside antifascists everywhere for peace and justice.


The 2024 General Election has at least given the hope that, despite their shortcomings, some grown-ups have finally entered No. 10 to clear away the party detritus and sift through the smouldering remains left behind after fourteen years of corrupt and utterly inept Conservative rule.


In this edition Nihal Arthanayake calls for ‘empathy on an industrial scale’, to challenge the conditions that are dragging people down into violence within their communities. There is inspirational poetry from Salena Godden; Roy is back to chat about connection; Jools Holland and Dr Rebecca Anne Barr both write on art history; Ian Dunt talks us through one of the most ridiculous elections in modern history; and we have a special conversation between Jeremy Deller and Cold War Steve himself about, art, inspiration and activism.


It’s a shit show out there but please let’s all stick together. Do good things, meaningful acts for yourself and others whenever you can, however small. Enjoy life because it is short and precious. Look out for people near you. Fuck fascists forever, they must lose.


We hope you enjoy the Cold War Steve Annual 2025.
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EMPATHY INDUSTRIES


NIHAL ARTHANAYAKE


I KNOW WHAT it takes to destroy the empathy that holds us all together. The ingredients needed to poison us against each other are not confined to, but most definitely include, an economy in crisis, an unfathomable crime, a clash of civilisations, and a series of social media companies that act as transportation and distribution systems of hate. The wolves gather around and sniff the air, sensing the wounded body of humanity is within reach and that it can no longer defend itself if attacked.


A few powerful and yet morally weak men, who are seduced by power, and the accoutrements of it spy an opportunity: the exploitation of hate and division for material gain. These small-minded men desire stardom, and revel in their infamy, encouraged by a media that craves the eyeballs they bring to an increasingly irrelevant industry. Perhaps such men have always known that, without the energy of bigotry, they would have no purpose. They have ignorance to be grateful for, it gives them a stature in this world that would otherwise be denied to them due to their mediocre imaginations. You must remember that empathy cannot just be switched off. It is eroded over time like sea air attacks buildings overlooking the ocean. Finding common ground between people of different races, faiths, skin tones, languages, and cultures is an anathema to these men, but it is also difficult to achieve without a willingness to connect. Commonality robs these men of the negativity they prey on to sell papers, and accrue social media shares, likes and follows. They are a virus who crave viral moments that will spread innuendo, gossip and disinformation. Empathy is a vaccine against this virus. It will protect you from being consumed by hate, resentment and ignorance. In this context, the anti-vaxxers need us to be enveloped by hate. What they crave is for us all to turn on each other, or more specifically turn on a minority.
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