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INTRODUCTION

World football is on the move. The FIFA World Cup in Qatar in November and

December 2022 drew a line between eras in the international game. This was the first

World Cup held in the Arab sphere and the first in the northern hemisphere winter.

From Argentina’s opening defeat to Saudi Arabia to their ultimate shootout triumph

over France, the drama proved magnetic, with record broadcast and internet ratings

around the planet. Yet this was also the end of an era as Qatar marked the last FIFA

World Cup in its traditional form. In 2026, the finals will expand from 32 to 48 teams,

which demands staging across three neighbouring countries. Only a handful of nations

will now be capable of hosting the World Cup within their territory alone.

Once upon a time the governing bodies, from world federation FIFA to Europe’s UEFA

and the other continental confederations, worried that national team football was losing

the battle for popularity with international club competitions. Complex negotiations

to find a balance resulted in the vision presented by FIFA president Gianni Infantino in

March 2023 on his re-election for a further four-year term of office.

As a result of its growing popularity, the FIFA World Cup is being expanded. This

expansion acknowledges the improving standards of national team football in Africa

and Asia. Saudi Arabia and Japan achieved major upsets in Qatar, while Morocco

became the first African – and Arab – national team to reach the semi-finals.

The various confederations are also celebrating the increasing popularity and success

of their regional championships and adopting their own versions of Europe’s UEFA

Nations League. In addition, FIFA will launch its rebuilt 32-team Club World Cup in

2025 and explore the creation of a World Series to offer new opportunities for inter-

continental competitive experience.

This is the future for women’s football, too. The FIFA Women’s World Cup in

Australia and New Zealand broke records of its own and finally helped encourage

all of the world federation’s member associations to invest seriously in girls’ and

women’s football. A FIFA Women’s Club World Cup is not far off.

All aspects of this grand football landscape are featured in this latest, 15

th

edition

of

World Football Records

. Read on to follow the achievements and stars,

old and new, from all of football’s major international tournaments for

men and women at all levels of the global game.

Keir Radnedge

London 2023





[image: image]

8

A

ssociation football dominates the

world of sport around the planet.

The small seed sown by the creation of

the Football Association in London in

1863 has grown into a mighty sporting empire.

At the head of the global football pyramid is FIFA,

the world governing body. Supporting FIFA’s work

are national associations in 211 countries, across

the six regional geographical confederations:

Africa, Asia, Europe, Oceania, South America, and

the Caribbean, Central and North America. These

associations not only field the national teams who

have built sporting history, but they also oversee

the growth of football in their countries, from

professional leagues to grassroots.

It was England and Scotland that played the first

international football in the late 19

th

century; the

British Home Championship followed, laying the

foundations for international tournaments to come,

with the

Copa América

of South America and FIFA

World Cup following in 1916 and 1930 respectively.

The FIFA World Cup is merely the peak of a

competitive pyramid that extends down through

the six regional confederations for men, women and

youngsters. The age-group competitions at both

under-17 and under-20 level will be converted into

annual events so that no rising generation feels at

a disadvantage in scaling for football ladder.

The founding fathers of

association football back in

the mid-19

th

century would

be amazed to see how the

game has swept the globe.

Today’s players and fans

dare not envisage where

football will be in 10 years’

time, let alone another 170.

CONCACAF

CONMEBOL

Founded:

1961

Associations:

35 (+6

non-FIFA members)

Headquarters:

Miami, United States

Founded:

1916

Associations:

10

Headquarters:

Luque, Paraguay

THE COUNTRIES
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UEFA

CAF

AFC

OFC

Founded:

1954

Associations:

55

Headquarters:

Nyon, Switzerland

Founded:

1956

Associations:

54 (+2

non-FIFA member)

Headquarters:

Cairo, Egypt

Founded:

1954

Associations:

46 (+1

non-FIFA member)

Headquarters:

Bukit Jalil, Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia

Founded:

1966

Associations:

11 (+9

non-FIFA members)

Headquarters:

Auckland, New

Zealand





[image: image]

10

EUROPE

Europe has dominated the world

game at both national team and

club levels over the past 25 years.

UEFA

Confederation

founded:

1954

Number of

associations:

55

Headquarters:

Nyon,

Switzerland

Most continental

championship wins:

Germany, Spain (three)
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Cristiano Ronaldo

marked his world

record-extending

200

th

international

appearance by

stretching his

international goals tally

to 123 with Portugal’s

EURO 2024 winner

in Iceland.

Wembley is the only stadium to have staged the final matches of the

FIFA World Cup (1966), the men’s European Championship (1996

and 2021), the UEFA Women’s Euro (2022) and the gold medal

final of the Olympic Games (1948 and 2012). The men’s

European finals were originally scheduled for 2020,

then postponed for a year because of the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Italy became the second national team

to become European champions via a

shootout when they beat England at

Wembley in 2021. Czechoslovakia

were the first, defeating holders

Germany in Belgrade

in 1976.

Despite not qualifying for the 1992 UEFA

European Championship, Denmark won the

tournament. Group runners-up in qualifying, the Danes

were drafted into the tournament after the team that

pipped them to qualification, Yugoslavia, were excluded.

There are

55 full member

associations

of UEFA, the

governing body of European

football.

RONALDO

200

55
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England is where

football began;

the country where

the game was first

developed, which

saw the creation

of the game’s first

football association

and the first

organised league,

and which now plays

host to the richest

domestic league

in the world.

ENGLAND

Joined FIFA:

1905

Biggest win:

13-0 v. Ireland, 1882

Highest FIFA ranking:

3

rd

Home stadium:

Wembley

Stadium, London

Honours:

1 FIFA World Cup

(1966)

NATIONAL LEGEND

NEW SOUTHGATE, NEW HOPE

Former England centre-back

Gareth Southgate

was

the manager when England reached their first FIFA

World Cup semi-final for 28 years, at the 2018 finals in

Russia – only to lose 2-1 to Croatia. Three years later,

at UEFA EURO 2020, he and his players went even

further, reaching a first major tournament final since

Sir Alf Ramsey’s side beat West Germany in the 1966

FIFA World Cup final. Yet 55 years of hurt go on, after

Italy prevailed 3-2 on penalties after a 1-1 draw at

Wembley Stadium in London. England’s run to the final

included a 2-0 second round victory over Germany, also

at Wembley, 25 years after Southgate had missed

the decisive spot-kick in a semi-final penalty

shoot-out defeat to Germany at the 1996 UEFA

European Championship. Southgate won

57 caps, and the UEFA EURO 2020 final was

his 61st game in charge – he is the first man to

reach a half-century of England internationals

both as a player and as manager.

NATIONAL LEGEND

CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS

The international careers of Billy Wright and

Bobby Moore

, who both captained England

a record 90 times, very nearly overlapped.

Wright, of Wolverhampton Wanderers, played

for England between 1946 and 1959, and

West Ham United’s Moore from 1962 to 1973.

Moore remains England’s youngest

captain, having been 22 years and 47

days old when appointed against

Czechoslovakia on 29 May 1963.

He also remains the only man to

have lifted the FIFA World Cup

for England, after West Germany

were beaten 4-2 at Wembley on

30 July 1966.

1872

The first official

England international

took place on 30

November 1872. It was a

goalless draw away to

the “Auld Enemy”,

Scotland.

The oldest player to make

his debut for England

remains Alexander

Morten, who was 41 years

and 114 days old when he

captained England against

Scotland on 8 March 1873

in their first home game.

SOUTHGATE

MOORE

41
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SCORING

RECORD

SPURRED ON TO GLORY

Many England fans felt their team was cursed when it

came to penalty shoot-outs, following spot-kick defeats to

Germany in the 1990 FIFA World Cup and 1996 UEFA European

Championship semi-finals, and to Portugal in the 2004 UEFA

European Championship and 2006 FIFA World Cup quarter-

finals. Yet they turned the tide by beating Colombia on penalties

in the round of 16 at Russia 2018, en route to finishing fourth – they

then repeated the trick against Switzerland to clinch third place

in the following summer’s inaugural UEFA Nations League.

Everton goalkeeper Jordan Pickford was among the heroes on

each occasion, not only saving a penalty each time but also

scoring one against the Swiss. Midfielder Eric Dier struck

England’s decisive final spot kick on both occasions. Dier’s

club Tottenham Hotpsur have provided England with

more players than any other side, with fellow midfielder

Harry Winks becoming the 78

th

in October 2017. Three

of England’s top five leading scorers are Tottenham

legends: current player Harry Kane, Sixties hero Jimmy

Greaves, whose goals included a national record six

hat-tricks, and Gary Lineker, the nation’s top

FIFA World Cup goalscorer with

ten across the 1986 and

1990 tournaments.

TEAM TRIVIA

FREE SCORING

Not counting the UEFA EURO final defeat on penalties to Italy in July 2021

after a 1–1 draw, England went a national record 22 matches unbeaten between

beating the Republic of Ireland 3-0 in November 2020 and a 3–0 victory

over Côte d’Ivoire in March 2022. They were Europe’s top scorers

in qualifying for the 2022 FIFA World Cup with 39, ahead of

Germany’s 36 and the Netherlands’ 33. Their campaign

concluded with a 10–0 away win against San Marino in

November 2021, including four goals by captain

Harry Kane. The 22-match unbeaten

run ended with a 1–0 loss away to

Hungary in a June 2022 UEFA

Nations League match

in Budapest.

STAR PLAYER

FAST STARTS

Bryan Robson holds

records for England’s

fastest goal in the FIFA

World Cup – after 27 seconds in

a 3-1 win against France in 1982 – and

at the old Wembley Stadium, netting after

38 seconds in a 2-1 friendly victory over

Yugoslavia in 1989. Robson scored three

of England’s 12 quickest goals. Tottenham

Hotspur striker Teddy Sheringham scored

England’s quickest goal after coming on

as a substitute. His first touch, a header

15 seconds into a substitute appearance,

brought England level with Greece in a

2002 FIFA World Cup qualifier at Old

Trafford, in October 2001.

MOST APPEARANCES:

Peter Shilton,

125

Wayne Rooney,

120

David Beckham,

115

Steven Gerrard,

114

Bobby Moore,

108

1

2

3

4

5

DISCIPLINARY

SEEING RED

Alan Mullery became the first man

to be sent off playing for England against

Yugoslavia in June 1968, in a UEFA European

Championship semi-final defeat. Some 19 more

expulsions have followed. The 20

th

 was Luke Shaw’s

red card in a 2–1 victory over Italy in a March 2023

UEFA European Championship qualifier. Two

apiece have been shown to

David Beckham

and

Wayne Rooney. Beckham’s included a shootout

defeat to Argentina in the second round of the

1998 FIFA World Cup. Rooney was dismissed

in a quarter-final loss to Portugal at the FIFA

World Cup eight years later.

Left-back Luke Shaw’s

first goal for England, in

his 16th international,

was also the fastest ever

in a UEFA European

Championship final –

just one minute and

57 seconds into the

UEFA EURO 2020

showdown with Italy.

7

England’s 2–1

defeat to France at the

2022 FIFA World Cup in

Qatar was the seventh time

they have been eliminated

from the tournament at

the quarter-final stage

– more than any

other nation.

LINEKER

1:57

BECKHAM
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NATIONAL LEGEND

GRAND OLD MAN

Stanley Matthews became England’s

oldest-ever player when he lined up at

outside-right against Denmark on 15 May

1957 at the age of 42 years 104 days. That

was 22 years and 229 days after his first

appearance. Matthews was also England’s

oldest marksman. He was 41 years eight

months old when he scored against

Northern Ireland on 10 October 1956.

In stark contrast to Matthews’s longest

England career, full-back Martin Kelly

holds the record for the

shortest – a two-minute

substitute appearance

in a 1-0 friendly win

over Norway in 2012.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

YOUNG AND OLD

Tom Finney is England’s oldest scorer at a

FIFA World Cup, aged 36 years and 64 days

against the Soviet Union in 1958. Jordan

Henderson became the second-oldest at 32

years and 170 days in a 3–0 second

round victory over Senegal at the

2022 finals. Michael Owen is the

youngest. He was

18 years and 190 days old when scoring

as a sub in a 2–1 defeat to Romania in 1998.

Jude Bellingham

became the second-

youngest in opening England’s account at the

2022 finals, aged 19 years and 145 days, in a

6–2 victory against Iran. Midfielder Bellingham

previously became England’s youngest player

at an international tournament, aged 17

years and 349 days, when coming on in a 1–0

triumph over Croatia at EURO 2020.

STAR

PLAYER

PICK OF THE

STOPS

After he was the penalty-saving

hero in shoot-outs against

Colombia at the 2018 FIFA World

Cup and Switzerland in a UEFA

Nations League third-place play-

off the following year, goalkeeper

Jordan Pickford

achieved another

landmark at UEFA EURO 2020.

He went the longest time without

conceding for any England

goalkeeper at a tournament. He

beat Gordon Banks’s previous best

of 720 minutes at the 1966 FIFA

World Cup by going 726 minutes

before Denmark’s Mikkel

Damsgaard scored in a

semi-final England

went on to

win 2–1.

TOURNAMENT

TRIVIA

ROON AT THE TOP

When

Wayne Rooney

scored against

Macedonia in September 2003, he became

England’s youngest goalscorer at the age

of 17 years and 317 days – and it long seemed

only a matter of time before he broke Sir

Bobby Charlton’s record 49-goal haul. He drew

level thanks to a penalty against San Marino in

September 2015, and then reached his half-century

with another spot kick, against Switzerland, three

days later. Rooney’s 100

th

cap in November 2014, at

the age of 29 years and 22 days, made him the youngest

man to rack up a century of appearances for England.

He retired from international football in August 2017 but

made a brief return as a substitute on 15 November 2018,

against the United States, for a farewell 120

th

appearance.

TOP SCORERS:

Harry Kane,

55

Wayne Rooney, 53

Bobby Charlton, 49

Gary Lineker, 48

Jimmy Greaves, 44

1

2

3

4

5

Theo Walcott remains England’s

youngest-ever international, aged 17 years

and 75 days when facing Hungary in a

friendly on 30 May 2006. The winger

was called up for that summer’s FIFA

World Cup squad but did not make it on

to the pitch during the finals in Germany.

ROONEY

17

BELLINGHAM
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TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

ROLL UP, ROLL UP

The highest attendance for an England game came at

Hampden Park in Glasgow on 17 April 1937, when 149,547

spectators saw Scotland win 3-1 in the British Home

Championship. By contrast, only 2,378 turned up in Bologna,

Italy, to see San Marino stun England and take the lead

after just seven seconds on 17 November 1993. A

7-1 victory for Graham Taylor’s side was not

enough to secure England a place at

the 1994 FIFA World Cup.

STAR PLAYER

NEW KING KANE

Harry Kane

’s international career

got off to the perfect start in March

2015, when he scored 79 seconds

after coming on as a substitute for

his England debut against Lithuania.

Almost precisely eight years later,

he became his country’s all-time

leading scorer with a penalty in a 2–1

win against Italy. That spot-kick took

him to 54 goals, ahead of former

international strike partner Wayne

Rooney. England captain Kane had

equalled the record with a spot-kick

against France at the 2022 FIFA

World Cup, but missed a second

penalty that day as England were

knocked out 2–1. His 12 goals for

England at international tournaments

– a national record, two ahead of

Gary Lineker – include six at the

2018 FIFA World Cup, which

earned him the Golden Boot

for tournament top scorer.

SCORING

RECORD

STERLING’S VALUE

Chelsea forward

Raheem Sterling

scored just twice in his first 45 England

appearances. He then netted 15 in his

next 23 – with three at UEFA EURO

2020, including first-round winners

against Croatia and the Czech Republic at

Wembley Stadium, just a mile from where

he grew up in Brent, north-west London.

He also opened the scoring in England’s

2-0 victory over Germany in the second

round, also at Wembley, before Harry

Kane added the second. Sterling’s

goal against Côte d’Ivoire in March

2022 meant England had won

all 15 matches in which he had

found the net. The previous

record of ten had been held by

1970s forward Martin Chivers.

NATIONAL LEGEND

WONDERFUL WALTER

Walter Winterbottom

was England’s first

full-time manager and he remains both

the longest-serving (with 138 games in

charge) and the youngest, aged just 33

when he took the job in 1946. The former

teacher and Manchester United player

led his country to four FIFA World Cups,

from their first appearance in 1950, to

the 1962 tournament in Chile.

7-1

England’s biggest

defeat came against

Hungary in 1954.

They lost 7-1.

England’s most-capped

player Peter Shilton also

holds the goalkeeping

record of 66 clean sheets

between 1970 and 1990.

He could well have

won more caps,

but manager Ron

Greenwood alternated

him and Ray Clemence

between 1972 and 1982.

Striker Jermain Defoe came on as

a substitute 35 times for England

– more often than any other player

in England’s history – between

his debut in 2004 and his final

appearance in 2017.

STERLING

WINTERBOTTOM

35

66

KANE
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With two world titles

and a rich history of

helping to develop

the game,

Les Bleus

are footballing

heavyweights, most

recently becoming

world champions

in 2018.

FRANCE

STAR PLAYER

IN FOR THE KYL

France won their second FIFA World Cup

in July 2018, 20 years after their first. Nineteen-

year-old

Kylian Mbappé

scored their last goal

in the 4-2 final triumph over Croatia, and was

named the best young player of the tournament.

Mbappé also became the second teenager

to score in the final of the FIFA World Cup,

following Pelé against Sweden in 1958, and with

his strike against Peru in the group stage, he also

became France’s youngest scorer at a major

tournament at the age of just 19 years and

183 days. Four years later he became

only the second man, after England’s

Sir Geoff Hurst in 1966, to score

a FIFA World Cup final hat-trick.

Mbappé also scored from the spot in

the shoot-out against Argentina after

the match ended 3–3, but Kingsley

Coman and Aurélien Tchouaméni

missed as France fell to defeat 4–2.

STAR

PLAYER

BENZEMA’S BACK

Karim Benzema

’s France career

has stretched longer than any other

player’s, from his debut as a substitute

scoring the winning goal against Austria

in March 2007 all the way into 2022.

This includes a lengthy absence from the

side from October 2015 until returning

in June 2021 as part of his country’s

squad for UEFA EURO 2020, where

he scored four times despite France

losing to Switzerland in the second

round. That October, he scored in the

2021 UEFA Nations League final to

equalise in a 2–1 triumph over Spain.

STAR PLAYER

GRIEZ LIGHTNING

Striker

Antoine Griezmann

won the

2016 UEFA European Championship

Golden Boot as the six-goal top

scorer, plus the Golden Ball as the

best player. France lost the final 1-0

to Portugal, but two years later

Griezmann’s four goals helped

France win the 2018 FIFA World

Cup. His tally included three

penalties, with one in the final to give his

team a 2-1 lead over Croatia. Griezmann

shared the record for most assists at the

2022 FIFA World Cup, with three, and

was named Man of the Match in France’s

2–0 semi-final victory over Morocco.

FRANCE

AND FIFA

Jules Rimet – FIFA president

from 1921 to 1954 – was the

driving force behind the

creation of the FIFA World

Cup and the first version of

the trophy was named

in his honour.

Seven French players have won

the FIFA World Cup, UEFA European

Championship and UEFA Champions

League: Didier Deschamps, Marcel

Desailly, Christian Karembeu,

Bixente Lizarazu, Fabien

Barthez Thierry Henry

and Zinédine

Zidane.

Joined FIFA:

1907

Biggest win:

10-0 v. Azerbaijan, 1995

Highest FIFA ranking:

1

st

Home stadium:

Stade de France,

Saint Denis

Honours:

2 FIFA World Cups (1998,

2018), 2 UEFA European

Championships

(1984, 2000)

MBAPPÉ

GRIEZMANN

7

BENZEMA
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NATIONAL LEGEND

KOPA – FRANCE’S

FIRST SUPERSTAR

Raymond Kopa

was France’s first international

superstar. Born into a family of Polish

immigrants (his family name was

Kopaszewski) on 13 October 1931,

he was instrumental in Reims’s

championship successes of the mid-1950s. He

later joined Real Madrid and, in 1956, became the

first French player to claim a European

Cup winner’s medal. He was also the

playmaker of the France team that

finished third at the 1958 FIFA World

Cup, his performances for his country

that year earning him the European

Footballer of the Year award. Kopa’s death,

aged 85, on 3 March 2017 was met with

sadness around the world.

STAR PLAYER

VICTOR HUGO

Goalkeeper

Hugo Lloris

became

France’s most-capped player at

the 2022 World Cup, passing Lilian

Thuram’s 142 appearances in a 2–1

quarter-final victory over England. His

145

th

and last match for France before

retiring from international football was

their penalty shoot-out loss to Argentina

in the final, four years after Lloris had

lifted the trophy as captain in Russia

with a 4–2 triumph over Croatia.

MANAGER

RECORD

MICHEL, MICHEL

Michel Hidalgo

, who died aged 87 in March

2020, was the first coach to lead France to glory at a

major tournament when the hosts won the UEFA European

Championship in 1984, helped in no small part by captain

Michel

Platini

’s haul of nine goals. Platini would later coach France at UEFA

EURO 1992, help to organise the 1998 FIFA World Cup in his home

country, and serve as UEFA President between 2007 and 2015.

Hidalgo was the first man to reach 75 games in charge of France,

though his record was later surpassed by Raymond Domenech,

whose 79 matches included a run to the 2006 FIFA World Cup final,

and Didier Deschamps, who ended June 2022 on 130.

TOP SCORERS:

Olivier Giroud,

53

Thierry Henry,

51

Antoine Griezmann,

43

Michel Platini,

41

Kylian Mbappé,

38

1

2

3

4

5

MOST APPEARANCES:

Hugo Lloris,

145

Lilian Thuram,

142

Thierry Henry,

123

Olivier Giroud,

122

Antoine Griezmann,

119

1

2

3

4

5

HIDALGO

PLATINI

2

Playmaker

Zinedine

Zidane

scored twice with

his head to help France win

their first FIFA World Cup, 3-0

in the 1998 final against Brazil.

He was also sent off twice at FIFA

World Cups – against Saudi Arabia

in the first round in 1998, and

for an extra-time headbutt

against Italy in the final

eight years later.

ZIDANE

KOPA

LLORIS
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NATIONAL

LEGEND

DESCHAMPS THE

MULTIPLE CHAMP

Didier Deschamps

is one of only three men to

have won the FIFA World Cup as a player and manager,

together with Brazil’s Mário Zagallo in 1958 and 1970

and Franz Beckenbauer with West Germany in 1974 and 1990.

Defensive midfielder Deschamps captained France in 1998 and in 2000

for their UEFA European Championship triumph, and retired after winning

103 caps – 55 as captain. He became national team head coach in 2012,

leading his side to the UEFA EURO 2016 final on home soil, where they

lost 1-0 to Portugal, before lifting the 2018 FIFA World Cup with a

4-2 victory over Croatia in Moscow. The run to the final of the

2022 FIFA World Cup took him to 139 matches in charge,

including 89 wins, followed in 2023 by victories

over the Netherlands and the Republic of

Ireland in two qualifiers for the

UEFA EURO 2024.

NATIONAL LEGEND

LILIAN IN THE PINK

Lilian Thuram

made his 142

nd

and final

appearance for France in their defeat by Italy at UEFA

EURO 2008. The defender’s international career had spanned

nearly 14 years since his debut against the Czech Republic in August

1994. Thuram played his club football for Monaco, Parma, Juventus

and Barcelona before retiring in the summer of 2008 because of a

heart problem. He was also one of the stars of France’s 1998 FIFA

World Cup-winning side, scoring both goals in their semi-final victory

over Croatia: the only international goals of his career. His Parma,

Italy-born son Marcel Thuram, a forward who signed for Borussia

Mönchengladbach in Germany in 2019, helped France win the

2016 UEFA U-19 European Championship. Marcel made his senior

international debut against Finland in November 2020.

NATIONAL LEGEND

DESAILLY: JE SUIS

UN ROCK STAR

Despite having been born in the

Ghanaian capital of Accra,

Marcel

Desailly

always insisted he only

ever wanted to play for France – the

country he moved to as a four-

year-old – and he duly became the

nation’s most-capped player in 2003.

He retired the following year with

a then-record of 116 international

appearances, although this was later

passed by frequent team-mate Lilian

Thuram. Desailly, a commanding

presence at either centre-back or

in midfield that saw him dubbed

“The Rock”, not only won both the

1998 FIFA World Cup and 2000

UEFA European Championship with

France, but he was also the first player

to win the UEFA Champions League

in successive seasons with

different clubs – with Marseille

in 1993, and then with AC

Milan the following year.

EARNING

THEIR STRIPES

France are the only country to

play at a FIFA World Cup while

wearing another team’s kit. At

Argentina 1978,

Les Bleus

were

forced to wear the green-and-

white stripes of a local club

side, Atlético Kimberley, after a

colours mix-up with Hungary.

Fabien Barthez holds his

country’s record for the

most FIFA World Cup finals

appearances, 17 between

1998 and 2006.

DESCHAMPS

17

THURAM

DESAILLY

THURAM
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STAR PLAYER

GIROUD

AWAKENING

Striker

Olivier Giroud

, once at

home in London with Arsenal and

Chelsea, knocked England out of

the 2022 FIFA World Cup with a late

goal for France in their 2–1 quarter-

final victory in Qatar. It was his 53

rd

strike for his country. Giroud had become

France’s all-time top scorer in the group

stage against Poland after he equalled Thierry

Henry’s record with two goals in the opening

4–1 victory over Australia. His first 40 strikes

for France were all from inside the area but on

his 100

th

international appearance he swept in

his 41

st

from outside the box, in a 7–1 win against

Ukraine in October 2020. With this goal, he

equalled Michel Platini’s mark of

international goals.

NATIONAL LEGEND

HENRY BENCHED

Thierry Henry

did not play in the 1998 FIFA World Cup

final because of Marcel Desailly’s red card. Henry, France’s

leading goalscorer in the finals with three, was a substitute

and coach Aimé Jacquet planned to use him late in the game.

But Desailly’s sending-off forced a re-think: Jacquet instead

reinforced his midfield with future Arsenal team-mate Patrick

Vieira going on instead, leaving Henry as an unused substitute.

But Henry does have the distinction of being the only

Frenchman to play at four different FIFA World Cups

(1998, 2002, 2006 and 2010). He also passed

Michel Platini’s all-time goal-scoring

record for France with a brace against

Lithuania in October 2007.

NATIONAL LEGEND

FONTAINE UP-FRONT

Just Fontaine, who died aged 89 in February

2023, scored more goals in one FIFA World Cup

than any other man – 13 across the six games

he played for France at the 1958 tournament,

including four in a 6–3 victory over West Germany

to finish third. He later spent the shortest amount

of time as France manager, taking over on 22 March

1967 and leaving on 3 June that year after two

defeats in friendlies. Before Kylian Mbappé’s

treble in the 2022 FIFA World Cup final,

Fontaine was the only Frenchman to score a

FIFA World Cup hat-trick.

STAR PLAYER

CAMAVINGA THE

COMING MAN

Attacking midfielder

Eduardo Camavinga

was

born in a refugee camp in Cabinda in Angola,

but his family moved to Fougères north-western

France when he was two. He became the

Rennes’ youngest ever player in April 2019 as a

16-year-old, and later became France’s second-

youngest international and second-youngest

scorer. He made his debut against Croatia in

September 2020 aged 17 years and 303 days,

and opened his account with an overhead

kick in a 7–1 win over Ukraine 29 days later.

Camavinga came on for the final minutes of

Real Madrid’s 2022 UEFA Champions League

final triumph in May 2022, having repeatedly

proved a valuable “super-sub” in earlier

knock-out rounds.

SO NEAR

YET SO VAR

Antoine Griezmann became

the first man to have an

international goal disallowed

by the intervention of a video

assistant referee when he

was judged to be offside after

finding the net against Spain

in March 2017, a match Spain

won 2-0.

Against Austria in June 2022, centre-back

Ibrahima Konaté became the 65

th

man to make his

France debut under coach Didier Deschamps. This

broke the previous record of 64 players given their

international bows by Michel Hidalgo.

HENRY

65

CAMAVINGA

GIROUD
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Germany are almost

ever-presents in the

closing stages of major

tournaments. Their

2014 success ended

an 18-year trophy

drought and was their

first FIFA World Cup

success as a reunified

nation after winning in

1954, 1974 and 1990 as

West Germany.

GERMANY

Joined FIFA:

1908

Biggest win:

16-0 v. Russia, 1912

Highest FIFA ranking:

1

st

Home stadium:

(rotation)

Honours:

4 FIFA World Cups (1954,

1974, 1990, 2014),

3 UEFA European

Championships (1972,

1980, 1996)

SCORING RECORD

KLOSE

ENCOUNTERS

In 2014,

Miroslav Klose

became the

third player, after Uwe Seeler and

Pelé, to score in four FIFA World

Cup final competitions. After strikes in

2002, 2006 and 2010, his first goal in

2014 – an equaliser against Ghana – put him

alongside former Brazil star Ronaldo at the

top of the all-time FIFA World Cup scoring

charts. And it was against the Brazilians that

Klose would later push out ahead on his own.

His 24 appearances left him behind only

compatriot Lothar Matthäus (25), but Klose’s

17 wins were one more than previous record-

holder Cafu, of Brazil. Klose retired in 2014

as Germany’s all-time leading scorer,

with 71 goals in 137 matches – and

his team-mates never lost an

international in which he

found the net.

TOP SCORERS:

Miroslav Klose,

71

Gerd Müller,

68

Lukas Podolski,

49

Jürgen Klinsmann,

47

= Rudi Völler,

47

1

2

3

4

NATIONAL LEGEND

DER KAISER

Franz Beckenbauer

is widely regarded as the greatest

player in German football history. He defined the role

of attacking sweeper, first in the 1970 FIFA World Cup

finals, and then as West Germany won the 1972 UEFA

European Championship and the 1974 FIFA World

Cup. Beckenbauer later delivered a FIFA World Cup

final appearance in 1986 as an inexperienced coach,

and the 1990 trophy in his final game in charge. He

later became President of Bayern Munich, the club he

captained to three consecutive European Cup victories

between 1974 and 1976. He also led Germany’s

successful bid for the 2006 FIFA World Cup finals and

headed the organising committee.

13

Serge Gnabry’s

hat-trick against Northern

Ireland in November 2019

made him the first man to score

13 goals in his first 13 Germany

internationals since Gerd

Müller hit 16 in 13 in 1969.

Both men managed ten

in their initial ten.

KLOSE

BECKENBAUER

Ulf Kirsten is one of eight players who

played for both the old East Germany

and the reunified Germany after 1990.

He managed 100 appearances: 49 for

East Germany and 51 for Germany.

100
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TEAM TRIVIA

OK,MOUKOKO

After winning the FIFA World Cup

in 2014, Germany failed to make it past

the first round in the two subsequent

tournaments in Russia in 2018 and Qatar in 2022.

The latter tournament saw Youssoufa Moukoko become

the youngest German international to appear at a FIFA World

Cup. He came on as a 90

th

-minute substitute in a 2–1 defeat to Japan

at the age of 18 years and three days. The Borussia Dortmund striker’s

international debut seven days earlier, in a friendly versus Oman, had made

him Germany’s fourth-youngest ever player. The record is held by forward Willy

Baumgärtner. He was 17 years and 104 days old on facing Switzerland in April 1908.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

“DER BOMBER”

BOWS OUT

German club Bayern Munich said they were

“standing still today” when announcing the death

of former strike

Gerd Müller

aged 75 in August

2021, while the national team mourned “one of the

greatest German footballers of all time”. Müller,

nicknamed “Der Bomber”, struck 68 times in just

62 internationals between 1966 and 1974, including

a brace against the Soviet Union in the final to help

win the 1972 UEFA European Championship

and the winner versus the Netherlands to clinch

the FIFA World Cup title two years later. His

365 goals in 427 league games for Bayern remains

a Bundesliga record. On his death, club president

Herbert Hainer said: “Without Gerd Müller, FC

Bayern would not be the club we all love today.”

Gerd Müller scored a record eight

hat-tricks for West Germany

between 1967 and 1972, including

four four-goal hauls. But Otto

Stiffling remains the only German

man to score five times in one

international, when Denmark

were beaten 8-0 in May 1937.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

SAMBA SILENCED

Germany’s 1-0 win over Argentina in 2014 came in their

record eighth FIFA World Cup Final, this coming after they

were the first side to reach four consecutive semi-finals. But

their 7-1 semi-final humiliation of Brazil may well live longest

in the memory – and the record books. Germany led 5-0 at

half-time in what became the biggest FIFA World Cup semi-

final win and the hosts’ heaviest defeat. Other FIFA World

Cup finals records include: Germany were the first team to

score four goals in six minutes, and Toni Kroos, whose two

goals in 69 seconds is the fastest brace, is the only FIFA

World Cup winner born in East Germany. Thomas Müller’s

opening goal was also Germany’s

2,000

th

in full internationals.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

KEEPING A LÖW

PROFILE

Joachim Löw

bowed out as Germany

manager after a 2-0 second round

defeat to England at UEFA EURO 2020

in 2021, ending a 15-year reign of 194

games, which took him beyond Sepp

Herberger’s 162. The highlight of Löw’s

time in charge was lifting the FIFA World

Cup in Brazil in 2014, making him the first

German to do so without having played

for his country. After a mid-ranking

playing and coaching career, he was

appointed as new Germany manager

Jürgen Klinsmann’s assistant in 2004

before taking the top job in 2006.

As well as 2014’s glory, his German

side finished runners-up at the 2008

UEFA European Championship before

reaching the semi-finals

four years later, with third

place at the 2010 FIFA

World Cup in between.

10

Joachim Löw’s successor

as Germany manager, Hansi

Flick, became the first man

to go unbeaten in his first ten

games, following in the footsteps

of Sepp Herberger Josef

Derwall. This was followed

by him overseeing a new

German record of four

consecutive draws.

LÖW

5

MÜLLER
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STAR PLAYER

NEUER RECORD

Manuel Neuer

holds the German record for

the longest run between conceding international

tournament goals. There were 557 minutes between

Brazil’s late consolation in the 7-1 2014 FIFA World Cup semi-

final rout and a goal from Italy’s Leonardo Bonucci in the 2016

UEFA European Championship quarter-final. Germany won that

game 6-5 on penalties, helped by two spot-kick saves by Neuer.

The previous best run had been Sepp Maier’s 481-minute

shutout in the 1970s. Neuer – renowned for his ease

with the ball at his feet as a “sweeper keeper”

– was appointed Germany captain in

September 2016 after Bastian

Schweinsteiger retired.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

NEW BOYS REUNION

Bayern Munich’s

Mario Götze

was the hero when

Germany finally overcame Argentina’s resistance in

the 2014 FIFA World Cup final. His 113

th

-minute volley

was the first winner hit by a substitute. It seemed apt

that Germany’s first FIFA World Cup triumph since the

reunification of East and West Germany in 1990 was

secured by Götze, set up by

André Schürrle

. They

had jointly become the first German football

internationals born post-reunification,

when making their debuts as 79

th

-

minute substitutes against

Sweden in November

2010.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

FABULOUS PHIL

Four German men have lifted the FIFA

World Cup as captain: Fritz Walter in

1954, Franz Beckenbauer in 1974, Lothar

Matthäus in 1990, and

Philipp Lahm

in

2014. Lahm, a full-back comfortable on

either flank, was Germany’s youngest FIFA

World Cup captain when they finished third

in 2010, and he later retired from

international football aged just

30 after the Germans defeated

Argentina in the 2014 final. A

Bayern Munich ballboy as a

teenager, Lahm also wore the

armband as they won the UEFA

Champions League in 2013.

Lahm’s only other club was VfB

Stuttgart, for a brief loan spell.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

F FOR FAILURE

Germany went into the 2018 FIFA World Cup as defending

champions – and FIFA Confederations Cup holders, which

they had won in Russia a year earlier. Yet Joachim Löw’s

side finished bottom of Group F, ensuring their first first-

round exit for 80 years – they did not compete in 1950 – and

only their second ever. Germany were eliminated in 1938,

a straight knock-out tournament, after losing 4-2 to

Switzerland in a first-round replay following

a 1-1 draw. That German team featured

several Austrian players following the

Anschluss

(German annexation

of Austria) earlier in

the year.

Werder Bremen striker Niclas Füllkrug

made his Germany debut aged 29, scoring

in a friendly against Oman in November 2022. He

followed up with five more in his next five internationals,

including goals against Spain in a 1–1 draw and Costa Rica

in a 4–2 victory at the 2022 FIFA World Cup. Despite his

efforts, Germany missed out on the knock-out stages.

1-0

East and West Germany met

only once at senior national

team level, in the FIFA World

Cup finals on 22 June 1974.

After the teams were drawn

into the same group, East

Germany produced a shock

1-0 win in Hamburg, but both

teams advanced.

SCHÜRRLE

GÖTZE

LAHM

NEUER

6
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STAR PLAYER

JAMAL’S A GERMAN

Jamal Musiala

was voted Germany’s player of the year for

2022, a rare bright spot in their second successive first-round

elimination at that winter’s FIFA World Cup in Qatar.

Germany had become the first country other than the

hosts to qualify for the tournament, with Musiala

scoring the final goal in their decisive 4–0 victory

over North Macedonia in October 2021. That also

made him the youngest man to find the net for

Germany in a competitive game, aged 18 years and

227 days. Musiala was born in Stuttgart but moved

with his family to England aged seven and represented

that country at U-15, U-16, U-17 and U-21 levels before

switching international allegiance to the land of his

birth in February 2021. He made his senior

debut as a substitute against Iceland a

month later.

NATIONAL LEGEND

GRAND SAMMER

Matthias Sammer is not only one of eight men to

play for both East Germany and the reunified Germany,

but he also holds the honour of captaining the side and scoring

both goals in East Germany’s final game, a 2-0 away win over

Belgium on 12 September 1990, 21 days before the official

reunification. His powerhouse midfield performances later drove

Germany to glory at the 1996 UEFA European Championship,

where he was voted the player of the tournament.

NATIONAL LEGEND

WHOLE LOTTA LOTHAR

Lothar Matthäus

was dubbed “Der Panzer”, or the panther,

during his playing days as a combative defensive midfield presence.

He enjoyed a 20-year international career, winning 87 caps for

West Germany and 63 for post-reunification Germany to make a

national record tally of 150. He was the captain who lifted the

1990 FIFA World Cup trophy after taming Diego Maradona

and Argentina in the final, four years after a 3-2 defeat to the

same opponents in the Mexico 86 climax. Matthäus – who

could operate as a defensive midfielder, attacking midfielder

or sweeper – played in five FIFA World Cups (1982, 1986, 1990,

1994 and 1998), a record matched only by Mexico’s Antonio

Carbajal and Rafael Márquez.

MOST APPEARANCES:

Lothar Matthäus,

150

Miroslav Klose,

137

Lukas Podolski,

130

Thomas Müller,

121

=

Bastian Schweinsteiger,

121

1

2

3

4

Thomas Müller’s third-minute goal for Germany

against Argentina in their 2010 FIFA World Cup

quarter-final, setting his side on the way to a 4-0

victory, made Germany the second country after

Brazil to complete a double century of FIFA

World Cup goals. The game came four months

after Müller’s international debut, a 1-0 defeat

to the same opposition after which Argentina

manager Diego Maradona mistook him

for a ballboy in a post-match

press conference.

Sepp Herberger (1897-1977) was Germany’s

longest-serving coach (22 years at the helm) and his

legendary status was assured after West Germany

surprised odds-on favourites Hungary to win the

1954 FIFA World Cup final – a result credited with

dragging the country out of a post-war slump.

MUSIALA

200

22

MÜLLER

STAR PLAYER

GOLDEN BOY JULIAN

World champions Germany won their first FIFA

Confederations Cup title in Russia in 2017, despite coach

Joachim Löw resting many of his senior stars, including

Thomas Müller, Mesut Özil and Toni Kroos. Lars Stindl

scored the only goal of the final, against Chile, while

goalkeeper Marc-André ter Stegen was named man of the

match. The Golden Ball for the tournament’s best player

went to 23-year-old captain

Julian Draxler

– Germany’s

youngest skipper at a tournament since Max Breunig at

the 1912 Summer Olympics – and the Golden Boot went

to three-goal team-mate Timo Werner. Germany also had

the youngest average age of any FIFA Confederations

Cup-winning squad: 24 years and four months.
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Only Brazil (with

five victories) have

won the FIFA World

Cup more times

than Italy. The

Azzurri

, however,

were the first nation

to retain the trophy

(winning in 1934

and 1938), were

surprise champions

in Spain in 1982, and

collected football’s

most coveted

trophy for a fourth

time in 2006.

ITALY

Joined FIFA:

1910

Biggest win:

9-0 v. USA, 1948

Highest FIFA ranking:

1

st

Home stadium:

Stadio Olimpico, Rome

Honours:

4 FIFA World Cups (1934, 1938,

1982, 2006), 2 UEFA European

Championships (1968, 2020)

NATIONAL LEGEND

ZOFF THE SCALE

Goalkeeper

Dino Zoff

set an international record

by going 1,142 minutes without conceding a goal between

September 1972 and June 1974. Zoff was Italy’s captain when they

won the 1982 FIFA World Cup – emulating the feat of another Juventus

goalkeeper, Gianpiero Combi, who had been the victorious skipper in

1934. Zoff later coached Italy to the final of the 2000 UEFA European

Championship, which they lost 2-1 to France thanks to an extra-time

“golden goal” – then quit a few days later, unhappy following the criticism

levelled at him by Italy’s then Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi.

TOURNAMENT

TRIVIA

BACK WITH A BUMP

Roberto Mancini’s Italy quickly went from joy to

despair after winning UEFA EURO 2020 in July 2021.

Eight months later, they failed to qualify for a second

consecutive FIFA World Cup, despite their campaign

forming part of a new national record of 27 successive

internationals without defeat stretching back to October

2018. That run ended when Spain came to Milan’s San

Siro stadium in October 2021 and won 2–1 in their UEFA

Nations League semi-final. Disaster struck the following

month, when a disappointing goalless draw with Northern

Ireland in their final FIFA World Cup qualifier left them

second behind group winners Switzerland. Italy then

did not even reach the final of their play-off round,

losing in Palermo to a

stoppage-time strike

by North Macedonia

in their March 2022

semi-final.

NATIONAL LEGEND

ON THE REBOUND

Roberto Mancini

’s rebuilding of Italian football after their

failure to qualify for the 2018 FIFA World Cup reached a

peak when winning UEFA EURO 2020, just three years

after his appointment. The former Sampdoria and Lazio

playmaker oversaw a new national record 34 consecutive

internationals unbeaten – including penalty shoot-out

victories against Spain in the semi-final and England in

the final. That record run included an unprecedented

11 successive Italy victories. Mancini had previously

been part of Italy’s squad when finishing third as hosts

of the 1990 FIFA World Cup, but failed to make it

on the pitch that tournament. At UEFA EURO

2020, he brought on back-up goalkeeper

Salvatore Sirigu for the closing minutes

of Italy’s 1-0 first round victory

over Wales to give him a

taste of the action.

Wilfried Gnonto became Italy’s

youngest ever goalscorer on 14 June

2022, in a 5–2 UEFA Nations League

away defeat to Germany, aged just 18

years and 222 days. Ten days earlier he had

made his international debut in a 1–1 home

draw with Germany. The record was previously

held by Bruno Nicolè, who was 18 years

and 258 days old when scoring

both goals in a 2–2 draw

against France on

9 November

1958.

MANCINI

ZOFF

18
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NATIONAL LEGEND

HAPPY CENTENARY

After captaining Italy to the 2006 FIFA

World Cup title,

Fabio Cannavaro

was

named FIFA World Player of the Year – at

33, the oldest winner of the prize, as well as

the first defender. Cannavaro, born in Naples

in 1973, played every minute of the 2006

tournament, and the final triumph against

France was the ideal way to celebrate his

100

th

international appearance. Cannavaro

is widely considered to be one of the

greatest defenders of the modern-day game

and played for clubs including Juventus,

Internazionale and

Real Madrid.

NATIONAL LEGEND

APPETITE FOR SUCCESS

The stadium shared by AC Milan and

Internazionale is popularly known as the San

Siro, after the district in which it is located.

Its official title is the Stadio

Giuseppe

Meazza

, named after the star inside-

forward who played for both clubs,

as well as Italy’s 1934 and 1938 FIFA

World Cup-winning sides. Meazza,

born in Milan on 23 August 1910, was

spotted by an Inter scout while playing

keepy-uppy in the street with a ball made

of rags. He was so thin he had to be fattened

up with a diet of steaks. His last goal for Italy

was a penalty in the 1938 FIFA World Cup

semi-final against Brazil – taken while using

one hand to hold up his shorts, whose elastic

had broken.

60

Italy’s play-off defeat

by North Macedonia in

March 2022 was the first time

they had lost at home in FIFA

World Cup qualifier, after 48 wins

and 11 draws beforehand. They also

became the fourth country – after

Czechoslovakia, Denmark and

Greece – to miss the next FIFA

World Cup after becoming

European champions.

Vittorio Pozzo is the only

man to have won the FIFA

World Cup twice as manager

– both times with Italy, in

1934 and 1938. Only two

players, Giuseppe Meazza

and Giovanni Ferrari, played

in both finals.

TOP SCORERS:

Luigi Riva,

35

Giuseppe Meazza,

33

Silvio Piola,

30

Roberto Baggio,

27

= Alessandro Del Piero,

27

1

2

3

4

CANNAVARO

2

STAR PLAYER

THE YOUNG ONE

Goalkeeper

Gianluigi Donnarumma

began UEFA EURO 2020

by becoming the youngest Italy goalkeeper ever to play at a

major tournament, aged 22 years and 106 days, in their 3-0 victory over Turkey in

the opening game. He ended it by being named the player of the tournament – the

first goalkeeper to win the award - having just saved penalties from England’s Jadon

Sancho and Bukayo Saka to give Italy victory on spot-kicks in the final. It was his fifth

penalty shoot-out – three for AC Milan and two for Italy – and the fifth he has won,

including saving from Spain’s Álvaro Morata in their UEFA EURO 2020 semi-

final. He had made his senior international bow in September 2016,

aged just 17 years and 189 days, in a 3-1 defeat to France.

DONNARUMMA

MEAZZA
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NATIONAL LEGEND

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY

Cesare and

Paolo Maldini

are the only father and son to have

hoisted the European Cup/Champions League as captains

– both with AC Milan and both for the first time in England.

Cesare lifted the trophy after his team beat Benfica at Wembley

Stadium in 1963. Paolo repeated the feat 40 years later when

Milan defeated Juventus at Old Trafford, Manchester. Although

he retired as Italy’s second most-capped player, Paolo never

managed to win an international tournament – he played for Italy

sides that finished third and runners-up at the FIFA World Cup

and runners-up in the UEFA European Championship. Paolo’s

son Daniel, a midfielder, became the

third member of the family to play

for AC Milan in February

2020, and the following year played

his first games and scored his

first goal for Italy’s U-20s.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

IN SAFE KEEPING

During World War Two, the Jules Rimet Trophy – won

by Italy at the 1938 FIFA World Cup – was hidden in

a shoebox under the bed of football official Ottorino

Barassi. He preferred to keep it there, rather than at

its previous home – a bank in Rome. The trophy was

only handed back to FIFA, safe and untouched, when

the FIFA World Cup resumed in 1950. Barassi

also helped to organise the 1934 FIFA

World Cup, which was played

in his native Italy.

NATIONAL LEGEND

WHEN THE GOING GETS BUFF

Gianluigi Buffon

has not only been one of the finest

modern-day goalkeepers in the world but he has also even

surpassed some of the achievements of legendary

Italian predecessor Dino Zoff. Buffon emulated 1982

world champion Zoff by being part of Italy’s 2006

FIFA World Cup-winning side – only conceding

two goals during the tournament, one an own

goal and the other a penalty. Buffon also

became only the third player to be selected

for five different FIFA World Cups when he

made two appearances in Brazil in 2014,

only missing one of Italy’s three matches

– their opener against England – due

to a late ankle injury.

MOST APPEARANCES:

Gianluigi Buffon,

176

Fabio Cannavaro,

136

Paolo Maldini,

126

Leonardo Bonucci,

120

Giorgio Chiellini,

117

= Daniele De Rossi,

117

1

2

3

4

5

Giorgio Chiellini played his

117th and final international

at Wembley in June 2022,

equalling the tally of 2006

FIFA World Cup-winning

midfielder Daniele De Rossi.

Chiellini came off at half-time

in a 3-0 “Finalissima” defeat to

Argentina, a match that revived

after 29 years an intercontinental

showdown between the

reigning European and

South American

champions.

MALDINI

BUFFON

117
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NATIONAL LEGEND

CHIESA’S KEY

Enrico Chiesa’s seven goals in 22 appearances for Italy included one at

the 1996 UEFA European Championship, in a 2-1 defeat by eventual runners-

up the Czech Republic. His son Federico did better at UEFA EURO 2020, scoring

twice – in a 2-1 victory over Austria in the second round and the 1-1 semi-final draw with

Spain, which Italy won on penalties – before starting in the final victory over England.

However, Enrico still shares with Alessandro Del Piero the record for goals as a substitute

for Italy: five. The Austria win in June 2021 was Italy’s 14

th

in a row in UEFA European

Championship matches, including qualifiers, equalling a record held by Belgium

– and the Italians would set a new record in their next match,

defeating Belgium 2-1 in their UEFA EURO 2020

quarter-final.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

THE OLD GUARD

With a combined age of 70, veteran centre-

backs

Giorgio Chiellini

and

Leonardo Bonucci

were seen by some as potential weak links in Italy’s armour

at UEFA EURO 2020, but they had the last laugh. Chiellini,

36, had announced his international retirement after Italy failed to

make the 2018 FIFA World Cup, but was called up nevertheless

by caretaker boss Luigi Di Biago for friendlies in March 2018, and

new permanent manager Roberto Mancini appointed him as

captain. He lifted the UEFA EURO 2020 trophy at Wembley on

11 July 2021, after Italy beat England 3-2 on penalties following a

1-1 draw. Italy’s equaliser was a goalmouth scramble finished by

Bonucci – at 34 years and 71 days old, the oldest man to find the

net in a UEFA European Championship final. The previous record-

holder was West Germany’s Bernd Hölzenbein, 30 years and 103

days old when scoring for West Germany against Czechoslovakia

in 1976. Bonucci’s appearance in the final also took him to 18 UEFA

European Championship matches, one more than the Italian

record formerly held by Gianluigi Buffon.

NATIONAL LEGEND

ROLLING RIVA

Italy’s all-time leading scorer is Luigi “Gigi” Riva, with 35 goals

in just 42 appearances. Perhaps the most important was the opener

when Yugoslavia were beaten 2–0 in the replay final of the 1968 UEFA

European Championship in Rome’s Stadio Olimpico. It was Riva’s

first game of the tournament after a leg injury. Unlucky Riva had

broken his left leg playing for his country in March 1967

and broke his right one, again on international duty,

in 1970, months after his three goals had helped

Italy to the runners-up place at the 1970

FIFA World Cup in Mexico.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

COMEBACK KID

Paolo Rossi

was the unlikely

hero of Italy’s 1982 FIFA

World Cup triumph, winning the

Golden Boot with six goals – including a

memorable hat-trick against Brazil in the

second round, and the first of Italy’s three

goals in their final win over West Germany.

But he only just made it to the tournament

at all, having completed a two-year ban

for his alleged involvement in a betting

scandal only six weeks before the start

of the tournament. Thousands attended

Rossi’s funeral in Vicenza in December

2020 after his death from lung

cancer aged 64.

NO. 3

Italy captain Giacinto

Fachetti called the toss of

the coin correctly to beat the

Soviet Union in their 1968 UEFA

European Championship semi-

final. Fachetti spent his entire

career with Internazionale,

who retired the No. 3 shirt

he wore when he died

in 2006.

Roberto Baggio has

scored the most

penalties for Italy

during matches –

seven. Yet he was

also involved in all

three of his country’s

FIFA World Cup

shoot-out defeats,

including firing his

spot-kick over

the bar in defeat

to Brazil in the

1994 final.

Christian Vieri’s first goal for

Italy in 1997 not only came on

his debut, it also marked the

Azzurri

’s 1,000

th

goal scored

in all internationals.

Midfielder Emmanuele

Giaccherini’s first international

goal was the fastest in Italy‘s

history, 19 seconds into their

June 2013 friendly against

Haiti, which ended 2–2.

This was one second faster

than the previous record.

ROSSI

7

19

1000

BONUCCI

CHIELLINI
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