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Introduction



About Paper 3


Paper 3 Germany, 1871–1990: united, divided and reunited combines a depth study of different approaches to the problem of difference with a broader thematic study of prosperity and social change. Paper 3 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO2:


AO1 tests your ability to:





•  organise and communicate your own knowledge



•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past



•  make supported judgements



•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.





On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.


AO2 tests your ability to:





•  analyse and evaluate source material from the past



•  explore the value of source material by considering its historical context.





On Paper 2, the AO2 task requires you to write an essay which analyses two sources which come from the period you have studied.


Paper 3 is worth 30 per cent of your A-level.


Structure


Paper 3 is structured around two themes and five key topics.


The exam is divided into three sections, which relate to different aspects of your course:






	
Aspect of the course 

	
Exam 






	
Topic 1: Ruling the Second Reich, 1871–79

Topic 2: The birth of democratic Germany, 1917–19


Topic 3: A new Reich, 1933–35


Topic 4: Establishing and ruling the new Federal Republic, 1949–60


Topic 5: Reunification: recreating a united Germany, 1989–90
 

	Section A (AO2) and Section B (AO1) 






	
Theme 1: Social change in Germany and West Germany, 1871–1990

Theme 2: Economic change in Germany and West Germany, 1871–1990
 

	Section C (AO1) 







The exam


The Paper 3 exam lasts for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and is divided into three sections.


Section A and Section B test the depth of your historical knowledge of the five topics:





•  Section A requires you to answer one compulsory question concerning a single source. You should spend 15 to 20 minutes reading the source and planning your answer, and around 35 to 40 minutes writing the essay.



•  Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. As this is a depth paper, questions can be set on single events. Section B essays usually tests you knowledge of a shorter period than Section C. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section B.





Section C requires you to answer one question from a choice of two. Questions in Section C will focus on the two themes and will cover at least 100 years. Questions can focus on either theme, or may test knowledge of both themes. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section C.


How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.


There are three levels of exam-focused activities.





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. [image: ]






Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades. [image: ]





1 Ruling the Second Reich, 1871–79



The Kaiserreich


The Second German Empire (Kaiserreich) was proclaimed in January 1871 following Prussian–German success in the Franco-Prussian War. King William I of Prussia became the new German Emperor (Kaiser) with Otto von Bismarck as his Imperial Chancellor.




[image: ]


The Franco-Prussian War, 1870–71


In 1870 France and Prussia went to war. Prussia, allied with the southern German states, defeated France. The war was essentially a Prussian enterprise. Nevertheless, it was also a genuinely German war in which all the German states fought.


[image: ]





The German constitution


The Kaiserreich’s constitution incorporated the main provisions of the North German Confederation’s constitution. Germany was to be a federal state. Powers and functions were divided between the central government and 25 state governments. The exact nature of Germany’s political system after 1871 continues to be debated. Historians have variously described it as a military monarchy, a semi-autocracy or a constitutional monarchy.
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The North German Confederation


This had been created in 1867, following Prussia’s success against Austria in the Seven Weeks’ War (1866). All the German states, except the southern states of Bavaria, Württemberg, Baden and Hesse-Darmstadt, joined the Confederation.
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The Kaiser


The Kaiser had the power to appoint and dismiss the Chancellor and to dissolve the Reichstag. He controlled foreign policy, could make treaties and alliances, commanded the army and could declare war and make peace. He also supervised the execution of all federal laws.


The Chancellor


The Chancellor, the chief minister, was responsible to the Emperor, not the Reichstag. He chaired sessions of the Bundesrat and could appoint and dismiss state secretaries responsible for the various ministries.


The Reichstag


The Reichstag, the national parliament, was elected by all males over 25 years of age. It could accept or reject legislation but had only limited powers to initiate new laws. State secretaries could not sit in the Reichstag and were not responsible to it. Reichstag members were elected every five years unless the Reichstag was dissolved by the Kaiser.


The Bundesrat


The Bundesrat or Federal Council, comprising 58 members, was nominated by the state assemblies. Prussia had 17 members, Bavaria six and the smaller states one each. The Bundesrat’s consent was required in the passing of new laws. It had the power to change the constitution. However, a vote of fourteen members constituted a veto.


The federal government and the Länder


The federal or national government had responsibilities for the Reich as a whole, including matters such as defence, foreign affairs, customs, railways and the postal service.


While no longer sovereign or free to secede, the Reich’s 25 states (or Länder) preserved their own constitutions and administrative systems. State governments retained considerable powers over taxation, education, police, local justice and transport. The kings of Bavaria, Saxony and Württemberg even retained their own armies.


Kaiser William I


In many respects, the key man in the 1871 constitution was the Kaiser. William I, however, was generally content to leave the task of governing Germany (and Prussia) to Bismarck and limited himself to embodying the dignity of the new state.


Conclusion


The complex system can be seen (positively) as creating a delicate equilibrium with the key institutions keeping each other in check. It can also be seen (negatively) as creating major tensions, not least between monarchical and parliamentary claims to power.
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[image: ] Complete the paragraph      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and a concluding explanatory link back to the question, but lacks examples. Complete the paragraph, adding examples in the space provided.




How accurate is it to say that the constitution of the Second Reich in the years 1871–79 was mainly undemocratic?







[image: ]


The role of the Emperor within the constitution of the Second Reich suggests that the constitution was fundamentally undemocratic. For example,


___________________________


___________________________


Accordingly, the Emperor’s role suggests that the Second Reich’s constitution was fundamentally undemocratic because ultimately the Emperor had considerable power and was unaccountable to the German people.
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[image: ] Eliminate irrelevance      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant to the question. Draw a line through the information that is not irrelevant and justify your deletions in the margin.




How accurate is it to say that the constitution of the Second Reich in the years 1871–79 was mainly democratic?







[image: ]


The Reichstag, or Parliament, was clearly the most democratic element of the Second Reich’s constitution. The constitution was devised by Bismarck following Prussia’s – or perhaps Germany’s – victory over France in 1870–71. It very much mirrored the North German Confederation, also drawn up by Bismarck, following Prussia’s victory over Austria in 1866. The 1867 constitution had to be redrawn because four more states had now joined what had become the Second Reich. Bismarck, a Prussian landowner, did not have much sympathy with democracy. Nevertheless, he realised that it would be foolish to deny the German people a say in the way Germany was governed. The Reichstag ensured the people had a voice. It was elected by all men over the age of 25 and was thus far more representative than most parliaments, including Britain’s, at this time. It had the power to reject, accept and amend any law. It should be said that there were limits to the power of the Reichstag. It could not introduce new laws. Nor could it elect – or eject – the Chancellor. Nevertheless, the Reichstag is evidence that there was a strong democratic element within the Second Reich’s constitution.
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Trying to reconcile unity and division


The Kaiserreich was born in a mood of national euphoria. Germans were proud of their victory over France, proof of their new country’s military and economic strength. Nevertheless, the new Reich was far from united.


Disunity





•  Each state had its own traditions. Each also had powers over education, justice, agriculture, religious matters and local government.



•  Over 60 per cent of the population were Protestant, but Catholicism was strong especially in south-west Germany and in the Rhineland.



•  Ten per cent of the Reich’s population were Poles, Danes or French.



•  There were economic and social divisions – between rich and poor, and between the industrialising north and west and the predominantly rural south and east.





Prussian dominance?


Bismarck intended that Prussia should dominate the new Reich. To a large extent, he succeeded in his aim:





•  Prussia possessed 60 per cent of Germany’s population and two-thirds of its territory. Prussia returned 235 deputies out of a total of 397 in the Reichstag. The fact that it had 17 seats in the Bundesrat meant it could block any unwelcome constitutional amendments.



•  As German Emperor, the Prussian king was head of the imperial executive and civil service and supreme warlord of the Reich’s armed forces.



•  Imperial Chancellors were almost always simultaneously Prime Minister of Prussia.



•  Prussian and imperial institutions were so intertwined that they could hardly be distinguished. The Prussian minister of war was also the imperial minister of war. Imperial secretaries of state worked closely with Prussian ministers.



•  Prussia’s aristocracy enjoyed a dominant position in the political, military and administrative structure of the Empire.



•  The Prussian state parliament, elected by a three-class system, was dominated by the aristocracy, the rich, the military and a conservative civil service. This hindered the development of parliamentary democracy in Germany as a whole.







[image: ]


The Prussian state government


Prussian voters were divided into three classes, according to the amount of taxes they paid. This ensured that the rich had far more electoral power than the poor and power remained in conservative hands. Most of the other state assemblies were elected by universal suffrage.
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The Germanisation of Prussia


For all the complaints about a ‘Prussianisation’ of Germany, the identity of ‘old Prussia’ was significantly diluted by its integration into the Reich. Prussia could no longer be governed without consideration of the wider interests of Germany. Prussian influence was slowly undermined by the need to make concessions to the states. Non-Prussians soon held important posts in government both in the Reich as a whole and in Prussia. It was the new Reich, not Prussia, which now engaged the loyalties of most Germans.


German nationalism


A major problem after 1871 was to unite Germany in fact as well as in theory. Pre-1871 nationalism had usually been seen as a progressive force which aimed to introduce liberal and representative government. After 1871 German nationalism became more conservative. The German nation was now identified with the new Reich, any criticism of which was denounced as unpatriotic. A distinct national identity developed that transcended that of the member states.
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[image: ] Spot the mistake      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam-style question and an introductory paragraph written in answer to this question. Why does the paragraph not get into Level 5? Once you have identified the mistake, rewrite the paragraph so that it displays the qualities of Level 5. The mark scheme on page 111 will help you.




To what extent was Germany united in the years 1871–79?
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To a large extent Germany was united after 1871. Most Germans were proud of their success in the war against France. Most Germans were Prussian and Prussia dominated the Kaiserreich. German nationalism was soon a major force in Europe.


[image: ]
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[image: ] Develop the detail      [image: ]


Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question from the activity above. The paragraph contains a limited amount of detail. Annotate the paragraph to add additional detail to the answer.




To what extent did Prussia control Germany in the years 1871–79?







[image: ]


To a large extent Prussia did control Germany in the 1870s. William, the Prussian King, became German Emperor. Bismarck, the Prussian Prime Minister, became German Chancellor. Prussia, the biggest state, dominated both the Reichstag and the Bundesrat. Prussian aristocrats had considerable power over the German government, German administration and the German army.


[image: ]
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The importance of the Reichstag and the parties


Arguably Germany’s political system was essentially autocratic, with power residing ultimately with the Emperor. But in some respects the system, by nineteenth-century standards, was remarkably democratic.


The Reichstag


Reichstag weaknesses


Bismarck wanted political power in Germany to remain in traditional hands: this meant in those of the Emperor and his army officers and ministers – and particularly in Bismarck’s own. Arguably the constitution gave little opportunity for the exercise of democracy. The Reichstag, for example, could censure the Chancellor but not secure his dismissal. It could itself be dismissed at any time and new elections called. Bismarck was ready to work with the Reichstag only on condition that it accepted his proposals or some compromise acceptable to him. If agreement could not be reached, he could dissolve the Reichstag and call for fresh elections in which he used all the means at his disposal (especially the exploitation of international crises) to win backing for his measures.


Reichstag strengths





•  The Kaiserreich needed a vast number of new laws. No bill could become a law until it passed the Reichstag. The government also needed more money, which only the Reichstag could provide. Bismarck, therefore, was forced to negotiate deals and grant concessions.



•  The Reichstag was an open forum of debate whose members enjoyed parliamentary immunity. Debates were widely reported in the press. The Chancellor and the ministers of state could be questioned and embarrassed.



•  No parliament in the world in the 1870s was elected on a broader franchise.



•  What is striking is how troublesome the Reichstag was for Bismarck, criticising and often thwarting his plans.





Germany’s main political parties


While Germany’s political parties were in no position to form governments, Bismarck could not ignore them. Although under no obligation to adopt policies approved by the Reichstag, he did need to secure support for his own legislative proposals.


Political power


Reichstag politicians have often been criticised for failing to do more to exploit their potential power. However, the balance of power was tilted sharply in favour of the monarchy and most Germans remained deeply respectful of authority, believing that it was right and proper that the Emperor, or his Chancellor, should rule. There was no widespread conviction that power should reside with a political party which happened to have a majority of seats in the Reichstag.


German parties 1871–9






	
The National Liberals 

	The National Liberals, the strongest political party, drew their support from the Protestant middle class. While supporting parliamentary democracy, they also supported the creation of a strong nation-state. Until 1878 the National Liberals were Bismarck’s most reliable allies. 






	
The Centre Party 

	This party, which defended the interests of Catholics, became the second-largest party in the Reichstag in 1871. 






	
The Social Democratic Party 

	In 1875 moderate and revolutionary socialists united to form the Social Democratic Party (or SPD). Its declared aim was the overthrow of the existing order. It campaigned for the nationalisation of banks, coal mines and industry and for social equality. 






	
The German Conservative Party 

	This party, mainly composed of Prussian landowners, was initially sceptical about German unification. 






	
The Free Conservatives 

	Drawn from a wider geographical and social base than the German Conservatives, the Free Conservatives contained not just landowners but also industrialists. 






	
The Progressives 

	This was a liberal party. But unlike the National Liberals, it was opposed to Bismarck’s authoritarian methods. 










[image: ]


[image: ] Simple essay style


Below is a sample exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points, and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for it. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.




To what extent was the Second Reich a democratic state in the years 1871–79?
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[image: ] Introducing an argument


Below are a sample exam-style question, a list of key points to be made in the essay and a simple introduction and conclusion for the essay. Read the question, the plan and the introduction. Rewrite the introduction and conclusion in order to develop an argument.




To what extent did political parties have real power in Germany in the years 1871–79?





Key points





•  The 1871 constitution



•  Reichstag weaknesses



•  Reichstag powers



•  The political parties



•  Bismarck’s need for political support





Introduction




[image: ]


The Second Reich is often seen as an entrenched autocracy with real power in the hands of the Emperor and his Chancellor. However, the Second Reich’s constitution established a German parliament, or Reichstag. This body, elected by all men over 25, was able to accept, reject or amend legislation. These were real powers.


[image: ]





Conclusion




[image: ]


Thus, there is clear evidence that political parties in Germany in the 1870s had real power. Bismarck may have had more power but he needed political party support if he was to pass measures through the Reichstag.


[image: ]
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The impact of regional and social divisions


Regional divisions


Bismarck and his allies, the National Liberals, were anxious to create a united Germany. Several regional obstacles stood in the way.


The problem of southern Germany


Many southern Germans disliked Prussia and (what they saw as) Prussian rule. The fact that most southern Germans were Catholics while most northern Germans were Protestants did not help matters. Nor did Bismarck’s clash with the Catholic Church – the Kulturkampf (see page 16).


The problem of the national minorities


There were three large national minorities in Germany: Poles (in the east), Danes (in Schleswig-Holstein) and French (in Alsace-Lorraine). Bismarck regarded these groups as potential ‘enemies of the state’. He thus sought to reduce their influence:





•  The Polish language was outlawed in education and law courts.



•  Alsace-Lorraine became a special region under direct imperial rule with a governor and Prussian civil servants. The German language was imposed in schools and local administration.





However, Bismarck did not rely solely on repression. Those French who disliked German rule, for example, were allowed to leave. The national minorities’ alienation from the Reich probably lessened over the years. School, conscription and everyday experience ‘Germanised’ many minorities.


Social division


Growing industrial development after 1871 swelled the ranks of Germany’s industrial working class. This had political as well as economic consequences. Many of the proletariat were attracted to socialism.


Bismarck and socialism


Bismarck regarded socialists as dangerous revolutionaries and a threat to the kind of society he intended to maintain. In 1876 he tried to pass a bill preventing the publication of socialist propaganda. It was defeated.


In May 1878 an anarchist tried to assassinate Emperor William I. The would-be assassin had no proven association with the SPD, but Bismarck, like many of his contemporaries, drew no distinction between anarchism and socialism and saw the murder attempt as part of a ‘red’ conspiracy. However, his efforts to push through a bill against socialism were defeated by National Liberals who were concerned about civil liberties.


A second attempt on William’s life a week later resulted in the Emperor being seriously wounded. Again the failed assassin had no direct SPD link. But Bismarck criticised the National Liberals for failing to pass the anti-socialist bill that might have protected the Emperor. Scenting political advantage, he dissolved the Reichstag. The electorate, deeply shocked by the murder attempts, blamed the SPD and the National Liberals. The SPD vote fell from 493,000 in 1877 to 312,000 while the National Liberals lost 130,000 votes.


Bismarck’s actions against socialism


An anti-socialist bill, supported by Conservatives and most National Liberals, was passed by the new Reichstag in 1878:





•  Socialist organisations, including trade unions, were banned.



•  Socialist meetings were forbidden.



•  Socialist publications were outlawed.





The anti-socialist law, far from eliminating socialism, served to rally the faithful and fortify them in their beliefs. Moreover, the law, differently implemented in different German states, did not prevent SPD members from standing for election and speaking freely in both the Reichstag and state legislatures. In the 1880s Bismarck tried to wean the working classes from socialism by introducing various welfare (state socialism) measures, such as old age pensions, designed to assist German workers. While his measures became a model of social provision for other countries, many German workers believed them a sham and SPD support continued to increase.
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[image: ] Mind map


Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below so that you gain a greater understanding of the divisions in Germany after 1871.
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[image: ] Spectrum of significance


Below are a sample exam-style question and a list of general points which could be used to answer the question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the importance of these general points to the question posed. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.




To what extent were socialists the greatest threat to German unity in the years 1871–79?








1  Regional divisions



2  The problem of national minorities



3  Social divisions



4  The rise of socialism



5  Bismarck’s actions against socialists
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Bismarck as Imperial Chancellor, 1871–79


Bismarck’s power


After 1871 Bismarck was Prussian Prime Minister and Foreign Minister and Imperial Chancellor. His reputation as the man who had brought about German unification coupled with his influence over William I gave him an immensely strong position. Bismarck, who loathed the existence of any rival authority, ensured that other ministers were little more than senior clerks, carrying out his orders.


Realpolitik


Realpolitik characterised Bismarck’s political career. What was good for Prussia/Germany was good. In his view, the end justified the means and he had little time for idealism or idealists. Recognising that a conservative regime could no longer operate without popular support, he hoped to achieve conservative ends by means that were often far from conservative. His methods occasionally brought him into conflict with William I and the Prussian élites. But while many distrusted his tactics, most respected his judgement.


Limitations to Bismarck’s power


Bismarck was not always successful in his efforts to shape domestic developments.





•  The fact that Germany was a federal state reduced his influence.



•  The Reichstag was a major constraint.





Bismarck’s long absences from Berlin (he liked to spend time on his country estates) and his poor health (often stomach troubles arising from over-eating and over-drinking) reduced his control of day-to-day decision-making.


Bismarck’s co-operation and eventual break with the National Liberals


Bismarck claimed to stand above party or sectional interest. Nevertheless, he needed a parliamentary majority. Although he was by no means a liberal, he worked with the National Liberals, the Reichstag’s strongest party, for most of the 1870s. In some respects the National Liberals were ideal allies. Most were eager to help him consolidate national unity. A great deal of useful legislation was passed:





•  A national currency was introduced.



•  A Reichsbank was created.



•  All internal tariffs were abolished.



•  There was much legal standardisation.





Nevertheless, relations between Bismarck and the National Liberals were uneasy. Bismarck did not agree with their hopes for the extension of parliamentary government and also was irritated by their opposition to some of his proposals, including the army budget.
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The War in Sight crisis


Bismarck was prepared to use nationalism to rally support. In 1875, for example, he provoked a diplomatic crisis by claiming that France was planning a war of revenge against Germany. His move won him popular support in Germany. However, it was not a great diplomatic success. Britain and Russia warned Germany about its provocative actions, forcing Bismarck to offer assurances that Germany was not contemplating war with France.
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Economic protectionism


In the early 1870s Bismarck supported free trade, an essential principle of the National Liberals. In 1879, however, he ditched both free trade and the National Liberals.


Economic and financial factors





•  There were strong economic reasons for introducing protective tariffs (see page 96).



•  The federal government’s revenue, raised from customs duties and indirect taxation, did not cover the growing costs of armaments and administration. In order to make up the deficit, supplementary payments were made by individual states. Bismarck hoped that new tariffs would ensure that the federal government was financially independent of the states and the Reichstag.





Political factors


By the late 1870s many Germans were clamouring for protective tariffs. By espousing protectionist policies, Bismarck realised he could broaden his political support. In the 1878 elections, the National Liberals lost some 30 seats. Protectionists, made up mostly of Conservatives and Centre Party members, had a majority in the Reichstag.


The 1879 Tariff Act


In 1879 a tariff bill passed through the Reichstag, imposing duties on imports. The political results were far-reaching.





•  Bismarck was now firmly committed to the Conservative camp.



•  The National Liberals splintered. Some united with the Progressives. Others remained loyal to Bismarck.
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[image: ] Simple essay style


Below is a sample exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points, and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.




How accurate is it to say that Bismarck and the National Liberals were natural allies in the years 1871–79?
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[image: ] Support or challenge?


Below is a sample exam-style question which asks how far you agree with a specific statement. Below this is a series of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in the question and tick the appropriate box.




‘Bismarck and the National Liberals were natural allies.’ How far do you agree with this statement about Bismarck’s relationship with the National Liberals in the years 1871–79?









	 

	
SUPPORT 

	
CHALLENGE 






	Bismarck preferred to rule as an autocrat. 

	 

	 






	The National Liberals were the strongest party in the Reichstag from 1871–78. 

	 

	 






	Bismarck needed Reichstag support. 

	 

	 






	Most National Liberals believed in national unity. 
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