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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Typical mistakes


The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Debates


Debates are highlighted to help you assess arguments and use evidence appropriately.
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Summaries


The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My revision planner


1 The Constitution


Compromises of the Constitution


The nature of the Constitution: three key features


Amending the Constitution


The key principles of the Constitution


Comparing the US and the UK Constitutions


2 Congress


The structure and composition of Congress


The powers of Congress


Comparing the House and the Senate


The committee system


Congress and legislation


Congress and oversight


Congress and representation


Voting in Congress


Parties in Congress


Comparing Congress with the UK Parliament


3 The presidency


The formal powers of the president


The vice president


The cabinet


The Executive Office of the President


The president’s relations with Congress


Direct authority


Theories of presidential power


The president and foreign policy


Limits on presidential power


Comparing the president with the UK prime minister


4 The Supreme Court


Membership of the Supreme Court


Judicial philosophy


The appointment and confirmation process


The power of judicial review


Judicial activism and judicial restraint


The Supreme Court and the Bill of Rights


The Supreme Court and public policy


The Supreme Court and federal government power


Checks on the power of the Supreme Court


Comparing the US and UK Supreme Courts


5 Civil rights and liberties


Affirmative action


Voting rights and minority representation


Immigration reform


Comparing the protection of rights in the USA and the UK


6 Elections


Presidential elections


Congressional elections


7 Parties and pressure groups


Party organisation


Party ideology


Party policies


Coalitions of supporters


The polarisation of American politics


The two-party system


Third parties


Current conflicts within the parties


Comparing US and UK parties


The theory of pressure groups


Types of pressure groups


Functions of pressure groups


Methods used by pressure groups


Power of pressure groups


Impact of pressure groups on government


Comparing US and UK pressure groups


Now test yourself answers


Glossary


Exam practice answers and quick quizzes at


www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads





Countdown to my exams




[image: ]


6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification — make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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2–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, exam summaries, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads




•  Use the revision activities to try out different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, exam summaries, typical mistakes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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My exams


Component 1


Date:…………………


Time:…………………


Location:……………………….


Component 2


Date:…………………


Time:…………………


Location:……………………….


Component 3


Date:…………………


Time:…………………


Location:……………………….
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1 The Constitution



Compromises of the Constitution


The form of government


Under British control, the colonies had been ruled under a unitary form of government – one in which political power rests with one central/national government (of Great Britain in this case).


From 1781, they had been ruled under a confederal form of government – one in which virtually all political power rests with the individual states and little with the central/national government.


The compromise was to devise a new form of government – a federal form of government, one in which some political power rests with the national (known as the federal) government, but other, equally important, powers rest with the state governments.
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Exam tip


Notice ‘equally important’ – it’s crucial to include that phrase so as not to give the impression that the state governments’ powers are trivial.
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Representation of the states





•  Large-population states wanted representation in Congress to be proportional to population: the bigger the population of a state, the more representatives it would have in Congress.



•  Small-population states wanted equal representation.



•  The compromise was to have Congress made up of two houses – the House of Representatives and the Senate.



•  In the House of Representatives, there would be representation proportional to population.



•  In the Senate, there would be equal representation for all states, regardless of population.
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Typical mistake


Don’t use the phrase ‘proportional representation’ – it isn’t!


[image: ]







[image: ]


Exam tip


To save yourself time in the exam, use the term ‘House’ (with a capital H) to refer to the House of Representatives.
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Choosing the president


There were many different suggestions about how to choose the president.





•  Some thought the president should be appointed.



•  Others thought the president should be directly elected by the people.



•  The compromise was to have the president indirectly elected by an Electoral College (see Chapter 6).
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Now test yourself





1  What was wrong with the Articles of Confederation?



2  Give three examples of compromises in the Constitution.





Answers on p. 107
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The nature of the Constitution: three key features


The Constitution has three key features:





1  It is codified.



2  Some of it is specific but some of it is vague.



3  Its provisions are entrenched.





A codified Constitution





•  ‘Codified’ is not a word we use in everyday language, but you will be familiar with the idea of a code in this sense. If you learn to drive, you will need to study the Highway Code – the collected and authoritative rules for all road users. Many organisations will have a ‘code of conduct’. Your school or college will probably call them ‘rules’.



•  Some constitutions, like that for the UK, are uncodified – they are not collected together in one document – while others, such as that of the USA, are codified. There is one document called the Constitution.



•  But it’s worth remembering that these two terms are not exclusive to one another, and they are not the same as ‘written’ and ‘unwritten’ constitutions. Codified constitutions may not include all constitutional provisions. Written constitutions may have some elements that are unwritten.





The new constitution was made up of seven Articles, the first three of which explained how the three branches of the federal (national) government would work and what powers they would have (see Table 1.1).


Table 1.1 Summary of Articles I, II and III of the Constitution






	Article I

	Established Congress as the national legislature (law-making body), defined its membership, method of election and powers






	Article II

	Established the president as chief executive, defined method of election and powers






	Article III

	Established the United States Supreme Court and set out membership, method of appointment and powers







Table 1.1 also shows that these first three Articles set out the powers of Congress, the president and the Supreme Court. That leads us to the second of the Constitution’s three key features – that some of it is specific and some of it is vague.


A blend of specificity and vagueness


Some of the powers the Constitution gives, especially to Congress, are very specific:





•  the power ‘to collect taxes’ (Article I)



•  the power ‘to coin money’ (Article I).





But others are quite vague:





•  the power of Congress ‘to provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United States’ (Article I)



•  the power of Congress ‘to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers’ (Article I).





There is also the issue of whether certain powers belong only to the federal government, only to the state governments, or to both the federal and state governments. Table 1.2 explains these different types of powers.


Table 1.2 Summary of different types of powers of the Constitution






	Enumerated (or delegated) powers

	Powers delegated to the federal government – generally those enumerated in the first three Articles of the Constitution






	Implied powers

	Powers possessed by the federal government by inference from those powers delegated to it in the Constitution






	Reserved powers

	Powers not delegated to the federal government, or prohibited to them by the Constitution, are reserved to the states or to the people






	Concurrent powers

	Powers possessed by both the federal and state governments







Entrenched provisions


Entrenchment is written into the Constitution by the complicated and demanding process for amending it.
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Now test yourself





3  What are the three key features of the Constitution?



4  What is a codified constitution?



5  What do the first three articles of the Constitution deal with?



6  Give an example of the vagueness of the Constitution.



7  What is the difference between enumerated powers and implied powers?



8  What is the difference between reserved powers and concurrent powers?



9  What does ‘entrenchment’ mean?





Answers on p. 107
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Amending the Constitution


The various methods for amending the Constitution are set out in Table 1.3.
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As Table 1.3 shows, most successful attempts at amending the Constitution have been by amendments being:





•  proposed by two-thirds majorities of both houses of Congress



•  ratified by three-quarters (now 38) of the state legislatures.





Advantages and disadvantages of the amendment process are outlined in Table 1.4.


Table 1.4 Advantages and disadvantages of the amendment process






	Advantages of the amendment process

	Disadvantages of the amendment process






	


•  Super-majorities ensure against a small majority being able to impose its will on a large minority



•  The lengthy and complicated process makes it less likely that the Constitution will be amended on a merely temporary issue



•  It ensures that both the federal and state governments must favour a proposal



•  It gives a magnified voice to the smaller-population states (through Senate’s role and the requirement for agreement of three-quarters of state legislatures)



•  Provision for a constitutional convention called by the states ensures against a veto being operated by Congress on the initiation of amendments





	


•  It makes it overly difficult for the Constitution to be amended, thereby perpetuating what some see as outdated provisions – for example, the Electoral College



•  It makes possible the thwarting of the will of the majority by a small and possibly unrepresentative minority



•  The lengthy and complicated process nonetheless allowed the Prohibition amendment to be passed (1918)



•  The difficulty of formal amendment enhances the power of the (unelected) Supreme Court to make interpretative amendments



•  The voice of small-population states is overly represented











The Bill of Rights and later amendments


Of the 27 amendments to the Constitution, the first ten were proposed together by Congress in September 1789 and are collectively known as the Bill of Rights. These include:





•  freedom of religion, speech, the press and assembly (First Amendment)



•  right to keep and bear arms (Second Amendment)



•  rights of accused persons (Fifth Amendment)



•  cruel and unusual punishments prohibited (Eighth Amendment)



•  undelegated powers reserved to the states or to the people (Tenth Amendment).
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Typical mistake


The president has no formal role in passing constitutional amendments. Having been agreed by both houses of Congress, they are not subject to presidential approval and neither can the president veto them.
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Amendments added later include:





•  slavery prohibited (Thirteenth Amendment, 1865)



•  federal government granted power to impose income tax (Sixteenth Amendment, 1913)



•  direct election of the Senate (Seventeenth Amendment, 1913)



•  two-term limit for the president (Twenty-second Amendment, 1951)



•  presidential succession and disability procedures (Twenty-fifth Amendment, 1967)



•  voting age lowered to 18 (Twenty-sixth Amendment, 1971).





There have been only 27 successful attempts to amend the Constitution and only 15 since 1805. That is pretty infrequent. So why has the Constitution been so rarely amended? Reasons include:





•  the Founding Fathers created a deliberately difficult process



•  the Constitution is, in parts, deliberately vague and has therefore evolved without the need for formal amendment



•  the Supreme Court has the power of judicial review (see Chapter 4)



•  Americans have become cautious about tampering with the Constitution.
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Exam tip


Note that a question about amending the US Constitution could require quite a substantial piece on the Supreme Court’s power of judicial review.
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Debate


Does the US Constitution still work?






	Yes

	No






	


•  Federalism has proved to be an excellent compromise between strong national government and state government diversity



•  The text has proved very adaptable to changes in American society



•  The demanding amendment process has usually prevented frequent and ill-conceived proposals for amendment



•  Rights and liberties of Americans have been protected



•  The Supreme Court’s power of judicial review has made it even more adaptable through ‘interpretative amendment’





	


•  The amendment process is too difficult, thereby making it well nigh impossible to amend parts no longer applicable or to add parts that a majority desires



•  Power of judicial review gives the Supreme Court too much power to ‘amend’ its meaning



•  The Constitution is too negative, giving too much power to those who oppose change



•  Some parts make little sense in today’s society (e.g. the Electoral College)



•  Some parts don’t work as the framers would have envisaged (e.g. war-making powers)
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Now test yourself





10  How can constitutional amendments be proposed?



11  How can constitutional amendments be ratified?



12  Give three advantages and three disadvantages of the amendment process.



13  What are the first ten amendments to the Constitution called?



14  Give two examples of subsequent constitutional amendments.



15  Give two reasons why the Constitution has been amended so rarely.





Answers on p. 107
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The key principles of the Constitution


The Constitution is based on three key principles:





1  Separation of powers.



2  Checks and balances.



3  Federalism.





Separation of powers


To understand the principle of the separation of powers you need to realise that:





•  the federal government is made up of three separate branches:







    •  the legislature (Congress) – makes the laws


    •  the executive (headed by the president) – carries out (executes) the laws


    •  the judiciary (headed by the Supreme Court) – enforces and interprets the laws








•  no one can belong to more than one of these branches at the same time – this is often referred to as ‘the separation of personnel’



•  the term is somewhat misleading as it’s not the ‘powers’ that are separate but the institutions themselves



•  therefore the Constitution created a governmental system made up of ‘separated institutions, sharing powers’.
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Typical mistake


Be careful not to confuse the word ‘legislature’ (a noun, as in ‘the legislature’) with the word ‘legislative’ (an adjective, as in ‘the legislative process’).
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This sharing of powers is what the second of the Constitution’s key principles – checks and balances – is about.
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Exam tip


This four-word phrase is well worth committing to memory.
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Checks and balances


Because the Constitution creates a system of separate institutions that share powers, each institution can check the powers of the others. The major checks possessed by each branch are set out in Table 1.5, along with some recent examples.


Table 1.5 Examples of major checks and balances






	Check by the president on Congress






	Veto a bill

	Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (Obama, 2016)






	Checks by the president on the federal courts






	Nominate judges

	Neil Gorsuch (Trump, 2017)






	Pardon

	Of Sheriff Joe Arpaio (Trump, 2017)






	Checks by Congress on the president






	Amend/delay/reject legislative proposals

	American Health Care Act (2017) – Trump’s attempt to repeal and replace ‘Obamacare’






	Override veto

	Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act (2016)






	Refuse to approve appointments*

	John Tower as Secretary of Defense (1989)






	Refuse to ratify treaties*

	Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2012)






	
Impeachment and trial

	Of President Bill Clinton (1998–99)






	Checks by Congress on the federal courts






	Propose constitutional amendments

	Proposed Federal Marriage Amendment (2015)






	Refuse to approve appointments*

	Merrick Garland to the Supreme Court (2016)






	Check by the federal courts on Congress






	Declare law unconstitutional

	Defense of Marriage Act (1996) in 2013






	Check by the federal courts on the president






	Declare actions unconstitutional

	Obama’s recess appointments to the National Labor Relations Board (2014)







* Senate only.
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Exam tip


Always try to have examples that are as up to date as possible in your answers – avoid using examples that are unnecessarily dated.
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Federalism


The third key principle of the Constitution is federalism.


Nowhere is the word ‘federal’ or ‘federalism’ mentioned in the Constitution. It was written into the document in:





•  the enumerated powers of the federal government



•  the implied powers of the federal government



•  the concurrent powers of the federal and state governments



•  the Tenth Amendment.





The power relationship between the federal and state governments is also overseen by the Supreme Court through its power of judicial review.


Federalism under George W. Bush


Republican presidents had traditionally sought to shrink the size and scope of the federal government. But in four policy areas, President George W. Bush (2001–09) presided over federal government expansion:





•  education – ‘No Child Left Behind’ Act (2002)



•  Medicare – a new prescription drug benefit for over-65s costing $400 billion in its first ten years



•  Homeland security and defence – as a consequence of the 9/11 attacks in 2001



•  economy and jobs – federal government takeover of two troubled privately owned, government-sponsored mortgage companies in 2008.





Federalism under Barack Obama


Democrat president Barack Obama (2009–17) moved away from Bush’s focus on ‘the war on terror’ to focus on domestic policy in order to pursue his ‘change’ agenda. The Obama years saw an increase in federal government activity in such programmes as:





•  an economic stimulus package (2009)



•  the re-authorisation of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) (2009)



•  the expansion of Medicaid (health insurance programme for the poor)



•  ‘Obamacare’ – Obama’s flagship reform of the American healthcare system (2010).





Consequences of federalism


Federalism has consequences throughout US government and politics:





•  Legal consequences – there is variation in state laws on such matters as the age at which people can marry, drive a car or have to attend school. Laws on the death penalty vary. There are federal and state courts.



•  Policy consequences – states can act as policy laboratories, experimenting with new solutions to old problems. There is great variation between the states on such policies as healthcare provision, immigration, affirmative action and environmental protection.



•  Consequences for elections – all elections are state based and run under state law.



•  Consequences for political parties – political parties in America are essentially decentralised, state-based parties.



•  Economic consequences – huge federal grants going to the states, as well as the complexity of the tax system because, for example, income tax is levied by both federal and some state governments.



•  Regionalism – the regions of the South, the Midwest, the Northeast and the West have distinct cultures as well as racial, religious and ideological differences.
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Now test yourself





16  What are the three key principles of the Constitution?



17  Define the doctrine of the separation of powers.



18  Complete this quotation: ‘The Constitution created a governmental system made up of separated __________ sharing __________.’



19  Give an example of each of the six sets of checks between the three branches of the federal government.



20  Give a definition of federalism.



21  How was federalism written into the Constitution?



22  Give two examples of the ways in which the size and scope of the federal government expanded under (a) George W. Bush and (b) Barack Obama.



23  Give three examples of the consequences of federalism.





Answers on pp. 107–08
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Comparing the US and the UK constitutions


The origins of the two Constitutions


The differences between the constitutions of the USA and the UK are largely reflective of the different cultures of these two countries. The US Constitution has been shaped by the expectations and fears of the late 18th century, such as:





•  liberty



•  individualism



•  equality



•  representative government



•  limited government



•  states’ rights



•  gun ownership



•  a fear of state-organised religion.





The UK Constitution, meanwhile, has been shaped by a culture and society dominated by:





•  an autocratic monarchy



•  the hereditary principle



•  the power of a landed aristocracy



•  an established church



•  a deferential working class



•  a lack of social mobility.





The nature of the two Constitutions


The two constitutions are different not only in origin but also in nature. They are structurally very different. The US Constitution is codified, yet it makes no mention at all of such important matters as:





•  primary elections



•  congressional committees



•  the president’s cabinet



•  the Executive Office of the President



•  the Supreme Court’s power of judicial review.





Some things that to begin with were merely conventions – such as a two-term limit for the president – over time have become formalised in the codified document.


Whereas the UK Constitution is uncodified, much of it is written down in, for example:





•  Acts of Parliament



•  common law



•  the works of Erskine May and Walter Bagehot.





Other important differences between the two constitutions are:





•  The powers, requirements and rights in the US Constitution are entrenched whereas those in the UK Constitution are not.



•  The US Constitution allows for much more popular and democratic participation than does the UK Constitution.



•  The US Constitution establishes a separation of powers whereas the UK Constitution establishes more in the way of fused powers, especially between the executive and the legislature.



•  Checks and balances are more significant in the US Constitution than in the UK Constitution.



•  The US Constitution enshrines the principle of federalism whereas the UK Constitution enshrines the principle of devolution.





Table 1.6 summarises the main characteristics of the two Constitutions.


Table 1.6 Summary of comparisons between the US and UK constitutions






	US Constitution

	UK Constitution






	Codified

	Uncodified






	Some (unwritten) conventions

	Much is written






	Entrenched

	No entrenchment






	More direct democratic participation

	Emphasis on representative democracy






	Separation of powers

	Fusion of powers






	Checks and balances

	Fewer checks on power






	Federalism

	Devolution
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Now test yourself





24  Give three of the cultural factors that were important in the USA in the late 18th century that helped shape the US Constitution.



25  Give three of the cultural factors that helped shape the UK Constitution.



26  Give three parts of US government and politics not mentioned in the Constitution.



27  Name three places where one can find written parts of the UK Constitution.



28  Name three important differences between the nature of the US and the UK constitutions.





Answers on p. 108
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Summary


You should now have an understanding of:





•  why the US Constitution came to be written in its original form



•  the significance of the process for constitutional amendment



•  the link between separation of powers and checks and balances



•  the way federalism works in the USA



•  the similarities and differences of the US and UK constitutions and some of the reasons behind the differences.
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Exam practice


Section A (comparative)





1  Examine the extent to which the US and UK constitutions are written and unwritten.


[12]



2  Examine the provision of decentralisation in the US and UK constitutions.


[12]





Section B (comparative)


In your answer you must consider the relevance of at least one comparative theory.





1  Analyse the significant differences between the US and UK constitutions in their provision of checks and balances.


[12]



2  Analyse the differences between the US and UK constitutions in their provision of democratic participation.


[12]





Section C (USA)


In your answer you must consider the stated view and the alternative to this view in a balanced way.





1  Evaluate the extent to which the US Constitution provides adequately for ongoing amendment.


[30]



2  Evaluate the extent to which the states are dominated by the federal government.


[30]





Answers and quick quiz online
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