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      INTRODUCTION




      The office of president was created out of the needs of an unstable union, trying in earnest to pull together and create a government for thirteen sovereign states; a light freed from the shadow of colonialism.




      Upon the ratification of the Constitution, the role was set– the President would be the head of the Executive branch, leading with the promise to “take care the laws be faithfully executed.” Most importantly the President was elected, not forced on the people by birthright.




      The rules are simple – to be considered for the office the candidate must be a natural born citizen of the United States, over the age of 35 and to be a resident in the US for more than 14 years.




      From Washington, the man, to Washington, the capital of the free world, the nation’s leaders have come from all walks of life from the men who wrote the constitution to lawyers who’ve defended it. A number of military figures 
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      and career civil servants have held the post. Some seem born to the position, while other have had it thrust upon them by unfortunate circumstance. The White House has been home to adventurers, teachers and actors alike.




      Whatever their background, each President inherits a responsibility to the people of the United States, and in more recent times, the world, to lead in the face of crisis, fight back in the face of evil, and inspire in times of struggle.




      As George Washington put it, “There is scarcely any action, whose motives may not be subject to a double interpretation. There is scarcely any part of my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn into precedent.”




      When the president speaks the world is listening and taking note. This collection of quotations span the tenure of each President, and the messages can be taken to heart by anyone who has ever loved truly their nation and their people.
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      Rather than be ruled by a monarch and government an ocean away, the Founding Fathers declared independence and set out to create the framework for a new government and nation led by the people and for the people.
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      It is by a thorough knowledge of the whole subject that our fellow-citizens are enabled to judge correctly of the past and to give a proper direction to the future.




      James Monroe (5th)




      Democratic Republican, March 4, 1817 – March 4, 1825




      Second Inaugural Address, March 5, 1821
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      I am moved by no other impulse than a most earnest desire for the perpetuation of that Union which has made us what we are, showering upon us blessings and conferring a power and influence which our fathers could hardly have anticipated, even with their most sanguine hopes directed to a far-off future.




      Franklin Pierce (14th)




      Democratic, March 4, 1853 – March 4, 1857




      Inaugural Address, March 4, 1853
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      The true strength of our nation comes not from the might of our arms or the scale of our wealth, but from the enduring power of our ideals: democracy, liberty, opportunity, and unyielding hope.




      Barack Obama (44th)




      Democratic, January 20, 2009 – January 20, 2017




      Election victory speech, Chicago, Illinois, November 2008
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      If there is anything which is dear to Americans, which they are bound to preserve at all hazards, it is their independence.




      Calvin Coolidge (30th)




      Republican, August 2, 1923 – March 4, 1929




      Dedicating the monument to the First Division A.E.F., Washington DC, October 4, 1924
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      The hope of freedom itself depends, in real measure, upon our strength, our heart, and our wisdom.




      Dwight D. Eisenhower (34th)




      Republican, January 20, 1953 – January 20, 1961




      1953 State of the Union Address
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      When legislature is corrupted, the people are undone.




      John Adams (2nd)




      Federalist, March 4, 1797 – March 4, 1801 
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      America, with the same voice which spoke herself into existence as a nation, proclaimed to mankind the inextinguishable rights of human nature, and the only lawful foundations of government.




      John Quincy Adams (6th)




      Democratic-Republican, March 4, 1825 – March 4, 1829
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