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C 








osta Rica 



is an 



increasingly 








popular tourist destination, 








receiving over 



2.5 



million 








tourists 



a 



year, mainly from 



the 



USA 








and Canada 



but 



also from Europe. 








People 



are 



attracted 



by the 



stunning 








coastlines, extensive tropical rainforest, 








diverse wildlife, active volcanoes and 








thermal springs, and warm, sunny 








weather. With these natural advantages, 








no 



wonder people want 



to 



visit. 








A growing economy 








Traditionally, 



the 



country has depended 








on 



agricultural exports such 



as 








bananas, pineapples, melons, sugar 








and coffee. Tourism, however, 



is 



now 








a 



very important part 



of the 



economy, 








providing jobs 



for 



over 100,000 people, 








generating foreign earnings and 








attracting investment. 








Tourist facilities 



are 



developing 



in all 








parts 



of the 



country and visitors arrive 








throughout 



the 



year, spending 



money 








in 



hotels, restaurants and shops, and 








enjoying adventure activities such 



as 








white-water rafting, 



as 



well 



as 



visiting 



the 








national parks 



to see the 



wildlife. This 



in 








turn adds money 



to the 



local economy, 








leading 



to 



more employment and greater 








investment 



in 



better services. This 



is 








known 



as the 



multiplier effect. 








Steady economic growth over 



the 








past 



25 



years means Costa Rica 



is 








seen 



as a 



middle-income country. The 








government has invested heavily 



in 








services such 



as 



schools, healthcare, 








clean water, sanitation and electricity, 








meaning there 



is a 



healthy and literate 








population. 








Caring for the 








environment 








Costa Rica has developed 



a 








worldwide reputation 



for 



taking care 








of the 



environment, particularly 








the 



tropical rainforests that cover 








much 



of the 



country. 



It is the 



only 








case study 








Jane Ferretti 








Costa Rica is a popular holiday destination with a reputation 








for eco-tourism. This article looks at the extent to which this 








approach to tourism can contribute to sustainable development 








and it provides an excellent case study for GCSE 










eco-tourism 











Tourists watch 








a 



white-faced 








capuchin in 








Manuel Antonio 








National Park 
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country 



in the 



world 



to 



have reversed 








deforestation through reforestation 








programmes, education and 



the 








creation 



of 



national parks. 








Ninety-nine 



per 



cent 



of 



Costa Rica’s 








electricity 



is 



generated from renewable 








sources, such 



as 



wind, geothermal, solar 








and hydroelectric energy. Costa Rica’s 








goal 



is to be the 



world’s first carbon- 








neutral country 



by 



2021. 








Eco-tourism 








Costa Rica has become known 



as an 








eco-tourism 



destination. The purpose 



of 








eco-tourism 



is to 



reduce 



the 



impact that 








visitors have 



on the 



natural environment 








and 



to 



benefit local people 



by 



involving 








them 



in 



decision making. 



It is a 



type 








of 



sustainable development that ‘meets 








the 



needs 



of the 



present without 








compromising 



the 



ability 



of 



future 








generations 



to 



meet their own needs.’ 








(The Brundtland Report) 








Figure 1 



Map of Costa Rica 








Costa Rica key facts 








• 



Located between Panama and Nicaragua in central 








America. 








• 



Home to 5% of the world’s known biodiversity and in the 








top 20 countries in the world for biodiversity. 








• 



A small country, only 120 km from the Pacific Ocean to the 
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