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INTRODUCTION

 

There are few things more irritating or frustrating in life than being stuck for a witty, barbed response after someone has insulted you. It’s not enough just to swear back in a Neanderthal manner – you’re really looking for an intelligent comment that will cut your adversary to the quick, preferably causing long-term psychological damage. Usually you can think of the perfect riposte three hours later but now, thanks to this book, you can absorb thousands of insults for use anytime, anywhere . . . although it might be advisable to go easy on them for the father of the bride speech. Rather like a good belch, you should never underestimate the satisfaction derived from delivering a clever insult. As Alice Roosevelt Longworth said. ‘If you haven’t got anything nice to say about anyone, come and sit by me.’

This, the biggest, most comprehensive collection of put-downs ever published, contains words of vitriol ancient and modern, from such seasoned practitioners as Dorothy Parker, Winston Churchill, George Bernard Shaw, Edmund Blackadder, Clive James, John Simon, and P. J. O’Rourke. These people really know how to wound. Nobody is safe from their barbs. Vacuous celebrities, dissembling politicians, ham actors, overrated artists, underachieving sportsmen, pompous royals, dreary authors and tuneless musicians all come under fire. In addition to these named targets, the book features hundreds of random insults aimed at nobody in particular, relating to appearance, age, intelligence (or lack of it), promiscuity and personality. If subtlety is not your forte, these are supported by a wide array of the tasteless but popular Yo Mama snaps. For anyone not familiar with the genre, they are not exactly the sort of remarks you find in the standard Mother’s Day card. And with quick-fire comebacks, street talk, a selection of foreign swear words, curses, gender bashing, and national insults, the result is a venomous volume of pithy put-downs guaranteed to make even Anne Robinson blush.

As always, thanks are due to Nick Robinson (no relation to Anne) and Pete Duncan at Robinson Publishing for their continued support and expertise, and to my wife Carol for not heading for the divorce courts when I tried out some of the material on her.

Geoff Tibballs
 April 2007
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ARCHITECTURE

 

In my experience, if you have to keep the lavatory door shut by extending your left leg, it’s modern architecture. – Nancy Banks-Smith

Architect: one who drafts a plan of your house, and plans a draft of your money. – Ambrose Bierce, The Devil’s Dictionary

(New York’s) Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum is a war between architecture and painting in which both come out badly maimed. – John Canaday

(of Eurodisney, Paris) A horror of cardboard, plastic and appalling colours. – Jean Cau

A monstrous carbuncle on the face of a much-loved and elegant friend. – Prince Charles, on a proposed new wing at London’s National Gallery

You have to give this much to the Luftwaffe – when it knocked down our buildings it did not replace them with anything more offensive than rubble. We did that. – Prince Charles

All architecture is great architecture – after sunset. – G. K. Chesterton

(of Paris Opera House) A stranger would take it for a railway station and, once inside, would mistake it for a Turkish bath. – Claude Debussy

The architectural style of Dublin’s O’Connell Street is neon-classical. – Terry Eagleton

The architectural profession gave the public fifty years of modern architecture and the public’s response has been ten years of the greatest wave of historical preservation in the history of man. – George E. Hartman

Large buildings in London and elsewhere today are too often designed in the lift going down to lunch. – William Holford

(of the John F. Kennedy Centre for the Performing Arts at Washington, DC) The building is a national tragedy – a cross between a concrete candy box and a marble sarcophagus in which the art of architecture lies buried. – Ada Louise Huxtable

(of Sydney Opera House) It looks like a typewriter full of oyster shells; like a broken Pyrex casserole dish in a brown cardboard box. – Clive James

Architecture is the art of how to waste space. – Philip Johnson

I think all modern architects should be pulled down and redeveloped as car parks. – Spike Milligan

(of Manhattan’s municipal asphalt plant) The most hideous waterfront structure ever inflicted on a city by a combination of architectural conceit and official bad taste; the Cathedral of Asphalt. – Robert Moses

(of the Empire State Plaza, New York) Half a cantaloupe sliced on the bias, a croquet wicket with avoirdupois, an upside-down orange half from a Kraft salad, and four little towers and a high tower resembling forms of cubistic coition. – Progressive Architecture




 


ART

 

(to the diminutive Reginald Birch) If you were half a man . . . and you are. – Franklin P. Adams

(of Tracey Emin) Junk masquerading as art. – Anon

Walt Whitman is as unacquainted with art as a hog with mathematics. – Anon

Paul Klee’s pictures seem to resemble, not pictures, but a sample book of patterns of linoleum. – Cyril Asquith

The only major influence on (Francis) Bacon has been his own surname. – Julian Barnes

Of course we all know that (William) Morris was a wonderful all-round man, but the act of walking round him has always tired me. – Max Beerbohm

Brian Sewell is a fool. For some years he seemed to have it in for me and (David) Hockney and (Ronald) Kitaj. Even if he wasn’t writing about us, he’d always find a way of bringing us in. He’d say, “so and so was a bad artist but not as bad as Hockney, Kitaj or Blake”. – Peter Blake

To my eye (Peter Paul) Rubens’s colouring is most contemptible. His shadows are of a filthy brown, somewhat the colour of excrement. – William Blake

J. W. M. Turner himself would have no hope of winning the Turner Prize nowadays, unless, of course, he consented to turn his paintings into “installations”, generating storms at sea with hair dryers and paddling pools, and fiery sunsets with a couple of one hundred and fifty-watt light bulbs, a bit of corrugated iron and some brightly coloured tissue paper. – Craig Brown

(of Paul Gauguin) Many of his figures are distorted, and all of them have a smutty look, as if they had been rubbed with lampblack or coal dust. When the Parisian becomes a degnerate, he is the worst degenerate of all, a refined, perfumed degenerate. – John Burroughs

Most of those who call themselves artists are in reality picture dealers, only they make the pictures themselves. – Samuel Butler

(of Paul Gauguin) I’d like to wring the fellow’s neck. – Paul Cézanne

(on the portrait of him by Graham Sutherland) It makes me look as if I were straining a stool. – Winston Churchill

(Edgar) Degas is nothing but a peeping Tom, behind the coulisses, and among the dressing-rooms of the ballet dancers, noting only travesties of fallen debased womanhood. – The Churchman

A single picture by (Hans) Memling is delightful, but a collection of several monotonous. – Martin Conway

The real meaning of this Cubist movement is nothing else than the total destruction of the art of painting. – Kenyon Cox

(of Damien Hirst) For 1,000 years art has been one of our great civilizing forces. Today, pickled sheep and soiled beds threaten to make barbarians of us all. – Daily Mail

(of Paul Cézanne) A catastrophe of awkwardness – a painter of decrepit structures of the past. – Salvador Dali

(of Claude Monet) A skilful but short-lived decorator. – Edgar Degas

Dada’s art is just turpentine intoxication. – Marcel Duchamp

What I can’t bear (with a painting) is the word “untitled”. Give me a title. I don’t want to guess what it is, I want to know what the artist thought it was all about. – Jenny Eclair

To my mind the old masters are not art; their value is in their scarcity. – Thomas Edison

(of John Opie) The fellow can paint nothing but thieves and murderers, and when he paints thieves and murderers he looks in the glass. – Henry Fuesli

(of art critics) These gentlemen flutter about the world like bats which flap their wings in the twilight and whose dark mass appears to you in every direction; animals disquieted by their fate, their too heavy bodies preventing them from rising. Throw them a handkerchief full of sand and they will stupidly make a rush at it. – Paul Gauguin

A critic is someone who meddles with something that is none of his own business. – Paul Gauguin

Sister Wendy is to art what Saint Teresa was to sex education. – A. A. Gill

His work is what you’d expect-dull, mechanical, lifeless-making the sculpture look as though (Jacob) Epstein had gnawed it with his teeth. – Eric Gill

If landscape can be satisfactorily painted without either drawing or colour, (Charles) Daubigny is the man to do it. – P. G. Hamerton

(of a painting by Benjamin Haydon) Why did you paint it so large? A small canvas might have concealed your faults. – William Hazlitt

(of Charles Saatchi) He only recognizes art with his wallet. – Damien Hirst

Anyone who sees and paints a sky green and pastures blue ought to be sterilized. – Adolf Hitler, on modern art

(of Antonio Corregio) The properties of his figures are sometimes such as might be corrected by a common sign-painter. – William Hogarth

(of modern art) Cold, mechanical, conceptual bullshit. – Kim Howells

(of Jeff Koon) The last bit of methane left in the intestine of the dead cow that is post-modernism. – Robert Hughes

One reassuring thing about modern art is that things can’t be as bad as they’re painted. – M. Walthall Jackson

(Pablo) Picasso kept finding new ways of avoiding maturity. – Clive James, Flying Visits

The goitrous, torpid and squinting husks provided by (Henri) Matisse in his sculpture are worthless except as tactful decorations for a mental home. – Percy Wyndham Lewis

The biggest disadvantage of a modern art party is having to look at the art. – Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen

Who among us has not gazed thoughtfully and patiently at a painting of Jackson Pollock and thought, “What a piece of crap?” – Rob Long

Conceptual art is . . . pretentious, self-indulgent, craftless tat. – Ivan Massow

(to plummy-voiced English art critic Brian Sewell) You make the Queen sound rough. – Paul Merton

(of Henry Moore’s sculptures in Hyde Park, London) They look as if something’s fallen off a Jumbo Jet. – Laura Milligan

To me, the “Mona Lisa” looks like she’s chewing a toffee. – Justin Moorhouse

Many painters and writers have made beautiful works out of repulsive objects; Picasso enjoys making repulsive works out of beautiful objects. – Raymond Mortimer

If I met Picasso in the street I would kick him in the pants. – Alfred Munnings

French painters know as little of nature as a hackney-coach horse knows of pasture. – James Northcote

Why is it that modern art should make you feel so clumsy for not understanding it? It’s a curious feeling of inadequacy to stand and look at a roomful of carefully hung, expensively lit objects, which someone considers paying nearly a thousand pounds for, and to find them as meaningful as a tin of anchovies. – Michael Palin, Diaries 1969–1979

They ought to put out the eyes of painters as they do goldfinches in order that they can sing better. – Pablo Picasso

English painting is entirely derivative: it is what study and imitation of the French have made it. – G. J. Renier

(of Vincent van Gogh) The visualized ravings of an adult maniac. If this is art it must be ostracized, as the poets were banished from Plato’s republic. – Robert Ross

(Edouard) Manet must be the greatest and most uncritical ass who ever lived. – Dante Gabriel Rossetti

(of James Whistler’s “The Falling Rocket”) I have seen and heard much of Cockney impudence before now; but never expected to hear a coxcomb ask two hundred guineas for flinging a pot of paint in the public’s face. – John Ruskin

The Turner Prize suffered an almost mortal damage when it was awarded to Martin Creed for automatically switching the Tate Gallery’s lights off and on for intervals of five seconds and calling this a work of art. – Brian Sewell

(of Tracey Emin) Ignorant, inarticulate, talentless, loutish. – Brian Sewell

(of Damien Hirst’s pickled sheep) It is no more interesting than a stuffed pike over a pub door. Indeed there may well be more art in a stuffed pike than a dead sheep. – Brian Sewell

(of Anthony Williams’ portrait of Queen Elizabeth II for her seventieth birthday) She deserves better than to be perpetuated as an old age pensioner about to lose her bungalow. – Brian Sewell

Cézanne was fated, as his passion was immense, to be immensely neglected, immensely misunderstood, and now I think, immensely overrated. – Walter Sickert

I have always disliked van Gogh’s execution most cordially. I execrate his treatment of the instrument l love, those strips of metallic paint that catch the light like so many dyed straws; and when those strips make convolutions that follow the form of ploughed furrows in a field my teeth are set on edge. – Walter Sickert

Mr (Percy Wyndham) Lewis’s pictures appeared to have been painted by a mailed fist in a cotton glove. – Edith Sitwell

The nastiest smear of paint I had ever seen. – Leo Stein, on a painting by Henri Matisse

Art needs (John) Ruskin like a moving train needs one of the passengers to shove it. – Tom Stoppard

Skill without imagination is craftsmanship and gives us many useful objects such as wickerwork picnic baskets. Imagination without skill gives us modern art. – Tom Stoppard

(of J. M. W. Turner’s painting “The Slave Ship”) It resembles a tortoiseshell cat having a fit in a platter of tomatoes. – Mark Twain

(of a Jacob Epstein sculpture) It only looks to me like a child’s first attempt with plasticine, the sort of unfortunate child who later gets looked at by a doctor and sent home. – Universe

If Botticelli were alive today, he’d be working for Vogue. – Peter Ustinov

(of Andy Warhol) The only genius with an IQ of sixty. – Gore Vidal

(Dante Gabriel) Rossetti is not a painter. Rossetti is a ladies’ maid. – James Whistler

There are moments when art attains almost to the dignity of manual labour. – Oscar Wilde

(of Aubrey Beardsley) A monstrous orchid. – Oscar Wilde

With our James (Whistler) vulgarity begins at home, and should be allowed to stay there. – Oscar Wilde

(of James Whistler) The only thoroughly original ideas I have ever heard him express have had reference to his own superiority as a painter over painters greater than himself. – Oscar Wilde

(of James Whistler) For that he is indeed one of the very greatest masters of painting, is my opinion. And I may add that in this opinion Mr Whistler himself entirely concurs. – Oscar Wilde

Mr Whistler always spells art, and we believe still spells it, with a capital “I”. – Oscar Wilde

Last night, Mr Whistler made his first public appearance as a lecturer on art, and spoke for more than an hour with really marvellous eloquence on the absolute uselessness of all lectures of the kind. – Oscar Wilde

Just explain to Monsieur Renoir that the torso of a woman is not a mass of decomposing flesh, its green and violet spots indicating the state of complete putrefaction of a corpse. – Albert Wolff

Dorothy Todd is like a slug with a bleeding gash for a mouth. – Virginia Woolf

To convince Cézanne of anything is like teaching the towers of Nôtre Dame to dance. – Emile Zola




 


CELEBRITY

 

Paris Hilton’s feet are size eleven–almost as large as her mouth. – Cindy Adams

The reason why Jamie Oliver is so alive in people’s consciousness is the same reason why Geri Halliwell is alive in people’s consciousness, why Ronan Keating is alive in people’s consciousness, why Lulu can make a comeback. They’re all vacuous two-dimensional nonentities. We get the government we deserve and the celebrities we deserve. – Keith Allen

I don’t hate Victoria Beckham, I just think she gives a bad image to young children. No one should be that skinny. I don’t care how much she says that’s her natural weight. That’s just bullshit. – Lily Allen

Peaches Geldof did this documentary about Islam and it was really awful. I watched her on Richard and Judy. She was like, “You know, I just really think that, like, kids in this country just, like, don’t know enough about Islam.” What do you know about Islam, you useless oaf? – Lily Allen

Loyd Grossman suffers from irritable vowel syndrome. – Anon

When David Gest dies, he could donate his body to the local Tupperware factory – after all, that’s probably where the raw material came from in the first place. – Anon

The difference between Jade Goody and a cattle grid is you slow down for a cattle grid. – Anon

Anne Robinson called us (Baddiel and Skinner) fat. I think she’s entitled to her gaunt, ugly, menopausal opinion. – David Baddiel

(of Anna Nicole Smith) America’s worst nightmare: white trash with money. – Roseanne Barr

Paris Hilton is jealous of anyone her age who is more successful. – Mischa Barton

(on the wedding of Donald Trump to Martha Marples) There wasn’t a wet eye in the place. – Julie Baumgold

(to Jordan) Who let the dogs out? Woof, woof. – Victoria Beckham

Arianna Stassinopoulos is so boring you fall asleep halfway through her name. – Alan Bennett

(of model Erin O’Connor) Walking in clothes represents the limit of her proficiency. – David Bennum

Richard Gere and Cindy Crawford – he’s elastic and she’s plastic. – Sandra Bernhard

(of Paris Hilton) This is one Hilton that should be closed for renovation. – Mr Blackwell

Anna Nicole Smith looks like a rag doll trapped in a wind machine. – Mr Blackwell

Paris Hilton is just famous for being infamous. – Jon Bon Jovi

It look as though the plastic surgery has left (David) Gest closely resembling the halfway point in a horror movie transformation sequence . . . If he didn’t wear sunglasses all the time it’d be hard to know whether his face was on the right way up. – Charlie Brooker, The Guardian

(of Gillian McKeith singing on TV’s X Factor: Battle of the Stars) I won’t get over that in a hurry: my least favourite atrophied Hazel McWitch lookalike in the world singing “I just want to make love to you”, right there on primetime telly. She has to be the only person on Earth who can take a lyric like that and make it seem like a blood-curdling threat without changing any of the words. – Charlie Brooker, The Guardian

(of Jerry Hall) She has snaggle teeth, size nine feet, and the face of a Grand National winner. – Tina Brown

(of David Beckham and Princess Diana) They have a cookery “0” Level between them yet their antics have dominated the media for twenty years and counting. They were made for each other, but sudden death prevented them from ever getting it together. – Will Buckley

Z-list personalities such as Vanessa Feltz come out with astoundingly self-pitying statements about how fame has ruined their lives, as if she hadn’t pursued it with all the dignity and restraint of a rat up a drainpipe. – Julie Burchill

Posh has said to David Beckham that if she doesn’t become a star in America in six months, she’s going to try for another baby. I think they may as well start thinking of names. – Greg Burns

Liam Gallagher’s going around the clubs saying he’s going to rearrange David Gest’s face. I think somebody’s already done that. – Greg Burns

Was Jade Goody guilty of racial prejudice? No. She’s responsible for facial prejudice – I can’t stand looking at her. – Garry Bushell

(of Victoria Beckham) I’m never going to be as skinny as Posh. And I hope people don’t think I sing like her either. That would be a bit worrying. – Charlotte Church

(of Rebecca Loos) I hate the woman. She needs to get a job, put her tits away because they’re horrible and get a nose job. – Charlotte Church

David Blaine isn’t glamorous, he’s scruffy. He can’t be bothered to get dressed up. He’s wearing what a bum on the street would wear. I don’t think he puts anything into magic at all – I think he was a street performer who did half a dozen tricks very well. – Paul Daniels

Pope John Paul II has the posture of a jumbo shrimp. – Nick DiPaolo

Nicole Richie is not a model, she is a wannabe. She has starved herself and clearly has a problem. – Petra Ecclestone

You can cheat your way through with Vogue if you have absolutely no feeling for style. You simply buy the outfits you see there. It works pretty well, as you can see with Victoria Beckham. – Tamara Ecclestone

(of Coleen McLoughlin) It doesn’t matter how gym-toned the girl might be, there is still something about her that looks like she was designed to bring in the washing. – Jenny Eclair

I don’t want to catch anything. That thing has been passed around more often than Paris Hilton. – Theo Epstein, baseball general manager, refusing to handle the World Series trophy.

I don’t know what Anne Robinson spends on injecting her face with deadly poison, but it’s not enough. – Bruce Forsyth on Anne Robinson’s surgical makeover. Have I Got News For You

The only way Hugh Hefner can get stiff now is through rigor mortis. – Gilbert Gottfried

(of Jerry Hall) Try interviewing her sometime. It’s like talking to a window. – Bryant Gumbel

Her husband says that Jackie Onassis suffers from chronic affluenza. – Joyce Haber

Why did God create the Paris Hilton sex videotape? – So retarded people would have something to masturbate to. – Neil Hamburger

(of Tara Palmer-Tomkinson) She was born with quite a lot going for her and she’s screwed up quite a lot along the way and I think people find that irritating. She’s a bit of a flibbertigibbet. – Christine Hamilton

I feel for Victoria (Beckham). She’s always in the Press and wears child sizes even though she’s a grown woman. It’s sick. Have some food. – Sarah Harding

We’re all basing this on what Stephen Hawking said, and the fact is, he’s subject to interference from minicabs. – Jeremy Hardy

(of David Gest) He’s got the kind of face that looks like he’s sat next to a fire for too long. – heat magazine

We don’t airbrush to that extent. – Hugh Hefner, dismissing Kelly Osbourne’s hopes of becoming a Playboy pin-up

Victoria Beckham looks like a Pepperoni with two big boobies stuck on it. She’s even the same colour. – Ian Hyland

Dear Heather Mills McCartney. My, what a terrible mess. You must be kicking yourself! – I’m Sorry, I Haven’t a Clue

Mocking Hugh Hefner is easy to do, and in my mind should be made easier. – Clive James

Alan Sugar’s usual expression is of someone who’s just had a brick thrown through his front window . . . Seeing him smile was like finding the Mona Lisa had a toothy grin. – Ian Johns

(of Nancy Dell’Olio) She is deluded with a capital D. She’s off her trolley. She’s like a pantomime horse. – Ulrika Jonsson

(of Elizabeth Hurley) They can have all the money in the world but they’ve got no class. – Jordan

(of Jodie Marsh) She’ll never be as big as me – look at her nose and her boobs, she’s ugly. – Jordan

Richard Gere and Cindy Crawford – his body’s by Nautilus and her mind’s by Mattel. – Sam Kinison

Jordan said Gareth Gates was very inexperienced and didn’t know where to put his hands. If anyone is in that position again: round her throat and squeeze till her eyes pop. – Mark Lamarr, Never Mind The Buzzcocks

(to U.S. celebrity chef Mario Batali) You look like Kiefer Sutherland after he was stung by bees. – Artie Lange

Paris Hilton has filed a lawsuit demanding the closure of a website where visitors can pay money to view naked photos of her. Which is pretty amazing . . . that there are still people out there who haven’t seen Paris Hilton naked. – Jay Leno

This Paula Jones woman is unbelievable. She says yes to posing nude in Playboy. She says yes to boxing Tonya Harding. The only thing too sleazy for her is President Clinton. – Jay Leno

Apparently action star Vin Diesel has a crush on Anna Nicole Smith, which makes sense. A guy named Diesel attracted to a woman as big as a truck. – Jay Leno

(Fidel) Castro took over in 1959. He’s the longest-reigning dictator in power currently, if you don’t count Martha Stewart. – Jay Leno

Martha Stewart published her recipe for disaster – mix one part arrogance with two parts incompetence, simmer in the juices and then serve hot in the can. – Jay Leno

It’s so cold in New York City today, Donald Trump’s hair went into hibernation. – Jay Leno

As you know, Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes had a baby girl. It weighs seven pounds seven ounces and is twenty inches long . . . wait, that’s Tom. – David Letterman

(of Victoria Beckham) A determined young woman who has never let lack of talent stand in the way of her career. – Victor Lewis-Smith

(of Jade Goody) A woman devoid of talent, education, intelligence or achievements, whose sole claim to fame was that you could shine a torch into one ear and see the beam emerge from the other side undimmed. – Victor Lewis-Smith

I reckon it’s only a matter of time before Jamie Oliver’s transatlantic capers nosedive, especially if the fat bastard takes up my invitation to compete in the javelin event at the 2012 Olympics (not as a thrower but as a catcher). – Victor Lewis-Smith

(of Piers Morgan) As talentless and unattractive as Jade Goody. – Rod Liddle

He was once hired by the BBC to make Anne Robinson look funny but her plastic surgeon beat him to it. – Trevor McDonald, Have I Got News For You

(to Debbie McGee) What first attracted you to the millionaire Paul Daniels? – Mrs Merton

Bill Gates is just a white Persian cat and a monocle away from being a villain in a Bond movie. – Dennis Miller

Why are O.J. Simpson and Heidi Fleiss bad golfers? Because he’s a slicer and she’s a hooker. – Robert Mitchum

The news is that Victoria Beckham has the second most desired body shape for our country’s women. I am quite prepared to believe women want her husband’s body, but hers? Really? There isn’t enough to go round. – Suzanne Moore

Feeling too exhausted for work, like Lindsay Lohan? You may need rehab. A little anti-Semitic outburst like Mel Gibson? Get thee to rehab immediately. A member of the Osbourne family? Well, you might as well check in at birth. – Suzanne Moore

(of Naomi Campbell) She just appeared to be the pure personification of celebrity evil: a hard-faced, arrogant creature who seemed to revel in treating everyone she dated, met or worked with, like dirt. The tales of her appalling behaviour were endless. She was always late, always unrepentant, always scowling, always blaming the media for her own self-induced problems. – Piers Morgan

Paris Hilton: the very epitome of global talentless celebrity. – Piers Morgan

The greatest privacy bleater in showbusiness is Liz Hurley. Not a week goes by without this poor little lamb moaning about the appalling media intrusion into the pampered multi-millionaire lifestyle she has built on the back of a magnificently impressive lack of discernible talent. – Piers Morgan

(of Heather Mills) The woman is a ludicrous, hypocritical, shameless, grasping creature of such splendid, unrelenting awfulness that her very existence now brings daily joy to my life. – Piers Morgan

Kate Moss is an unpleasant, foul-mouthed, egotistical little madam. A stroppy, pinch-faced little coke-snorter from Croydon. – Piers Morgan

(Carol Vorderman) looks increasingly like Olive Oyl’s older, less attractive sister. – Piers Morgan

The live feed of Celebrity Big Brother operates on a fifteen-minute delay, which caused confusion when Jimmy Savile entered the house, as he operates on a thirty-year delay. – Dara O’Briain, Mock the Week

According to Britney Spears’ pre-nup agreement, after she divorces Kevin Federline she’ll have to pay him thirty thousand dollars a month. When you add that to Kevin Federline’s other sources of income, he’ll be making a total of thirty thousand dollars a month. – Conan O’Brien

According to a new international survey, people in the US believe in evolution less than any other industrial country. When asked why they don’t believe in evolution, Americans said, “Kevin Federline.” – Conan O’Brien

Paris Hilton is reportedly upset because her private diaries have been stolen. Police say the suspect must have had access to her bedroom. So it could be anyone. – Conan O’Brien

It was reported last week that Paris Hilton doesn’t pay for her drinks when she goes out. Don’t worry, she’s still getting plenty of fluids. – Conan O’Brien

Mary-Kate Olsen admitted she hates Paris Hilton because Paris slept with her ex-boyfriend. After hearing this, Paris said, “She’s going to have to be a lot more specific.” – Conan O’Brien

Paris Hilton said she turned down plans for a life-size Paris Hilton doll even though they would have sold for fifty thousand dollars each. Paris questioned why you would pay fifty thousand dollars for a look-a-like if you could have the real thing for three drinks. – Conan O’Brien

Paris Hilton’s birthday was earlier this week. She threw herself a birthday party and she brought two dates, which explains why Paris told her guests, “No cake for me, I had a sandwich in the car.” – Conan O’Brien

It has been reported that Spain is the number one consumer of cocaine in the world. Apparently, Spain narrowly beat Kate Moss. – Conan O’Brien

It’s been reported that Kate Moss recently warned Lindsay Lohan about the danger of drugs. Moss’s exact words were, “Stay away from my drugs!” – Conan O’Brien

Magician David Blaine is going to crawl into a block of ice and stay there for two days. Apparently, Blaine has been preparing for the stunt by having an affair with Martha Stewart. – Conan O’Brien

Ashlee Simpson has announced that she’s interested in being an interior designer. She says she wants to prove to everyone that there are other things she’s not good at. – Conan O’Brien

Donald Trump has agreed to endorse a line of premium vodkas. Trump’s vodka doesn’t give you a hangover, but it does give you a combover. – Conan O’Brien

(of Naomi Campbell) I won’t use her. We have a no-assholes clause. – Todd Oldham, designer

Who hasn’t, it’s no big deal? I mean, it’s no secret that Kate’s not the most timid girl ever. – Jack Osbourne after kissing Kate Moss

(of Paris Hilton) I don’t associate with people like that. She is very false. – Kelly Osbourne

(of Heather Mills) Like the Queen, only grander. – Allison Pearson

Heather Mills says she will never marry again. Three hundred million men can now uncross their legs and breathe a sigh of relief. – Allison Pearson

(of Nicole Richie) This pelt-wearing party girl is all animal skin and bones. She’s an incredible shrinking woman with the heart to match. – PETA, animal rights group

My first reaction on hearing that David Beckham may have been playing away with his former PA, Rebecca Loos, was who could blame the poor soul? – Amanda Platell

Victoria Beckham is to women about as real as Tanya in Footballers’ Wives. But more calculating. The only real thing about her is her ambition. – Amanda Platell

Jade Goody’s the only woman I can think of who always makes the rest of us feel slim, fit and talented. – Amanda Platell

This week, Donald Trump introduced a new twelve-inch doll of himself that speaks seventeen different phrases, which is amazing, as that’s five more than the real Donald Trump. – Amy Poehler

I couldn’t give a fuck what that jumped-up little French twat thinks. The only reason he’s in Britain is because he failed in France.

When I heard Maison Blanc had gone tits up, it added two inches to my cock! – Gordon Ramsay on fellow chef Raymond Blanc

Anton Mosimann – more famous for his bow ties than his cooking. – Gordon Ramsay

(of Fearne Cotton) Anyone who claims, as she has, that her heroine is Davina McCall, can never be accused of being overly highbrow. – Mary Riddell

Paris Hilton is doing a new reality show, I’m a Celebrity, Get Him Out Of Me. – Joan Rivers

(of Donatella Versace) That’s the kind of face you hang on your door in Africa. – Joan Rivers

(of David Blaine) Are we so starved of entertainment that we are entertained by a trickless magician sitting in a box for forty-four days with no food? – Chris Rock

(of Eric Morley) Was there a star in the East when this self-worshipping little man was born? – Jean Rook

Liz Hurley longs for the day when people stop pointing cameras at her. Speaking as someone who has seen all her films, I couldn’t agree more. – Jonathan Ross

Heather Mills is a liar. I wouldn’t be surprised if we found out she’s actually got two legs. – Jonathan Ross

Poor old Kate Moss. Looks like she’s reached the end of the line. Luckily she’s got another seven chopped out already. – Jonathan Ross Abi Titmuss?

She’s been tied to more bedposts than David Blunkett’s dog. – Jonathan Ross

Christine Hamilton is a drama-seeking missile in slingbacks. – Justin Ryan

The worst thing a little acid could do to Tricia Nixon is to turn her into a merely delightful person instead of a grinning robot. – Grace Slick

I heard that Jessica Simpson is running her mouth again about not wanting to be compared to me. Well I’ve got news for you, honey – the feeling is mutual. – Anna Nicole Smith

People say, “Ooh, doesn’t Lionel Blair look good for his age?” Well, no, not really. Not unless he’s about five hundred. Otherwise he looks like nothing more than an elaborately coiffured scrotum. – Linda Smith

Who would you rather sleep with – Andrew Lloyd Webber or David Gest? You have to admit, it’s a hard one . . . With Gest, I would be worried that even just kissing him might make his face fall apart. – Jaci Stephen

(of Jade Goody’s mother, Jackiey) This ignorant, rude, embarrassing halfwit whose only claim to fame is giving birth to a daughter only marginally less stupid than herself. – Jaci Stephen

Vanessa Feltz is as indestructible as a jumbo cockroach. – David Thomas

Did you watch House of Wax again? You know that Hilton girl gives you nightmares. – Veronica Mars, taking a swipe at Paris Hilton

(of TV fashion guru Susannah Constantine) A carthorse in a badly fitting bin liner. – Carol Vorderman

(of TV fashion guru Trinny Woodall) An anorexic transvestite. – Carol Vorderman

(of Antony Worrall Thompson) The squashed Bee Gee. – Marco Pierre White




 


COMEDY

 

Jack Benny’s so cheap he wouldn’t give you the parsley off his fish. – Fred Allen

Milton Berle has done everybody’s act. He’s a parrot with skin on. – Fred Allen

Stephen Fry: What’s the commonest material in the world? Clive Anderson: Jim Davidson’s. – Ql

(of Russell Brand) Ghastly, hugely overpraised, the man is everywhere. Why? – Nigel Andrew

Lucille Ball was to comedy what Vanessa Feltz is to hang-gliding. – Anon

(of Jim Carrey) A man whose comedic talent is limited to pulling faces. – Anon

(of Jim Davidson) Laugh? I nearly started. – Anon

Do I worry that I’ll always be known as Roseanne’s ex-husband? Yeah, I do. But it’s sure better than being known as her current husband. – Tom Arnold

I’m only upset that I’m not a widow. – Roseanne Barr, following her divorce from Tom Arnold

(of Ray Richmond) I approached reading his review the way some people anticipate anal warts. – Roseanne Barr

(of Bob Hope) A venerated, self-satisfied boob. – Charles Bickford

(of Lucille Ball) I hated working with that bitch. She was the biggest bitch in the business. Thank God I’ll never have to work with her again. – Tom Bosley

(of Matt Lucas) I found him prissy, a niggly diva. – Boy George

Remember, tonight isn’t all about comedy. Here’s Ben Elton! – Frankie Boyle, Mock the Week

Bob Hope is like a junkie, an applause junkie. Instead of growing old gracefully or doing something with his money, all he does is have an anniversary with the President looking on. He’s a pathetic guy. – Marlon Brando

When Jack Benny has a party, you not only bring your own scotch, you bring your own rocks. – George Burns

British scientists will be allowed to create part-human, part-animal embryos for research. They got the idea from Jo Brand who is eighty per cent Friesian. – Garry Bushell

Bobby Davro’s career is now so far off course he doesn’t need an agent, he needs a St Bernard. – Garry Bushell

I’ve seen Don (Rickles) entertain fifty times and I’ve always enjoyed his joke. – Johnny Carson

Good riddance to him, the freeloading bastard! I hope he fries. – John Cleese’s joke speech at Graham Chapman’s memorial service

(of Bob Hope) Occasionally funny, usually superficial, always pompous. – Bobby Darin

I’m Patrick Kielty – I’m Irish, I’ve got spikey hair, so in theory I should be as loveable and funny as Graham Norton. So much for theories. – Dead Ringers

I don’t really find any silent comedians funny. I don’t identify with it. I’ve never had to wallpaper a room while delivering a piano upstairs. – Angus Deayton

(to Roseanne Barr) Tell me, is there anything you wish you hadn’t eaten? – Dame Edna Everage

Steve Martin has basically one joke and he’s it. – Dave Felton

Groucho Marx is a male chauvinistic piglet. – Betty Friedan

Robin Williams’s technique is to say 500 things with a joke rhythm, and at least two of them might be funny. – Libby Gelman-Waxner

Jennifer Saunders is a one-trick horse; Dawn French is a one-trick carthorse. – A. A. Gill

Sandra Bernard is as much fun as barbed wire. – Tom Hutchinson

Joan Rivers’s face hasn’t just had a lift, it’s taken the elevator all the way to the top floor without stopping. – Clive James

Bob Hope is a funny guy, but if he was drowning he couldn’t ad lib “Help!” – Hal Kanter

Joan Rivers has a face like a Siamese cat in a wind tunnel. – Kit and the Widow

(of Richard Blackwood) A man who can list on his CV rapper, comedian, presenter, actor, writer – all after the word “failed”. – Mark Lamarr, Never Mind The Buzzcocks

“Hi Ho Silver Lining” has ruined more wedding receptions than Phill (Jupitus) being first in line at the buffet. – Mark Lamarr, Never Mind The Buzzcocks

(of Faith Brown) I think she’s rather a sad lady, who can’t accept her career is over. – Jan Leeming

(of Phyllis Diller) I treasure every moment that I do not see her. – Oscar Levant

I am not thrilled by comparisons to Jim Carrey. – Jerry Lewis

Arthur Smith is about as funny as an outbreak of rabies in a Guide Dogs for the Blind home. – Victor Lewis-Smith

Bob Hope is a barely funny, very selfish reactionary and user. He used patriotism and the troops overseas for publicity. – Myrna Loy

Jimmy Tarbuck doesn’t tell gags – he just refreshes your memory. – Bernard Manning

Milton Berle is an inspiration to every young person that wants to get into show business. Hard work, perseverance, and discipline: all the things you need when you have no talent. – Dean Martin

Jerry Lewis takes criticism much too personally. He explodes, then he stews, then he explodes again. It’s as if to criticize him is treason. – Dean Martin

(Bob) Hope is not a comedian. He just translates what others write for him. – Groucho Marx

Jimmy Tarbuck is now older than his jokes. – Derek McGovern

(to Bernard Manning) So, Bernard, apart from Adolf Hitler, who else do you admire? – Mrs Merton

(of Jay Leno) Those ties look like they were made in summer camp, like fabric ashtrays he’s wearing around his neck. – Dennis Miller

Over the past fifty years Bob Hope employed eighty-eight joke writers who supplied him with more than one million gags. And he still couldn’t make me laugh. – Eddie Murphy

Ellen DeGeneres and Anne Heche are talking about having a baby. They’re worried, though, because if the baby is anything like Ellen, it’s going to take much longer than nine months to come out. – Conan O’Brien 

When Joan Rivers has her makeup confiscated by airport security, even the terrorists will realize that they have made a huge mistake. – Conan O’Brien

(of Groucho Marx) The man was a major comedian, which is to say that he had the compassion of an icicle, the effrontery of a carnival shrill, and the generosity of a pawnbroker. – S. J. Perelman

(of Russell Brand) The drugs, the women, the lifestyle . . . the country knows everything about him, apart from when his show is on. – Jonathan Ross

(of Frank Skinner) The amount of money he’s earned for not making me laugh is staggering. – Will Self

Lisa Simpson: Only one person in a million would find that funny. Professor John Frink: Yes, we call that the ‘Dennis Miller Ratio’. – The Simpsons

I like Don Rickles. But that’s because I have no taste. – Frank Sinatra

I would have sex with sand before I’d have sex with Roseanne (Barr). – Howard Stern

Phyllis Diner’s so ancient she’s just a carcass with a mouth. – Ruby Wax

Most comedians aren’t funny in real life. Take Jennifer (Saunders) – she’s so boring if you meet her. Her natural state is flatlining. – Ruby Wax

Of all Russell Brand’s addictions, only one remains – himself. – Simon Wilson

Ben Elton. Do you know this guy? He started out as an “alternative” comedian, railing against Thatcherism and the like, and now earns a fortune writing the librettos for truly awful West End musicals. I mean, his name has become a byword for shameless hackery. He’s the biggest sell-out of his generation. – Toby Young




 


LITERATURE

 

(of an unnamed author) He writes so well he makes me feel like putting the quill back in the goose. – Fred Allen

(to Jeffrey Archer) Is there no beginning to your talents? – Clive Anderson

(of Samuel Taylor Coleridge) A huge pendulum attached to a small clock. – Anon

(of Algernon Charles Swinburne) A man standing up to his neck in a cesspool, and adding to its contents. – Anon

I don’t think Robert Browning was very good in bed. His wife probably didn’t care for him very much. He snored and had fantasies about twelve-year-old girls. – W. H. Auden

(of Edgar Allan Poe) An unmanly sort of man whose love life seems to have been largely confined to crying in laps and playing mouse. – W.H. Auden

(of Alfred, Lord Tennyson) There was little about melancholy that he didn’t know; there was little else that he did. – W. H. Auden

(of Honoré de Balzac) A fat little flabby person, with the face of a baker, the clothes of a cobbler, the size of a barrel maker, the manners of a stocking salesman, and the dress of an innkeeper. – Victor de Balabin

(of Richard Adams’s Watership Down) Frankly I would prefer to read a novel about civil servants written by a rabbit. – Craig Brown

Thank you for sending me a copy of your book. I’ll waste no time reading it. – Anon

(after a lengthy debate with Ambrose Bierce) I have only been mildly bored. – Gertrude Atherton

(of M. M. Kaye’s The Far Pavilions) This is one of those big, fat paperbacks, intended to while away a monsoon or two, which, if thrown with a good over-arm action, will bring a water buffalo to its knees. – Nancy Banks-Smith

(to George Bernard Shaw) You ought to be roasted alive: though even then, you would not be to my taste. – J. M. Barrie

(to an unnamed poet) I’ve read some of your modern free verse and wonder who set it free. – John Barrymore

(of George Sand) She is stupid, heavy and garrulous. She has good reasons to wish to abolish Hell. – Charles Baudelaire

Byron! He would be all forgotten today if he had lived to be a florid old gentleman with iron-grey whiskers writing very long, very able letters to the Times about the repeal of the Corn Laws. – Max Beerbohm 

George Bernard Shaw uses the English language like a truncheon. – Max Beerbohm

The covers of this book are too far apart. – Ambrose Bierce

I had thought that there could be only two worse writers than Stephen Crane, namely two Stephen Cranes. – Ambrose Bierce

(of Oscar Wilde) The sovereign of insufferables. He had nothing to say and he said it. – Ambrose Bierce

(of Marie de Sevigne) You can gain nothing by reading her. It is like eating snowballs, with which one can surfeit one’s self without satisfying the stomach. – Napoleon Bonaparte

(Edward) Gibbon is an ugly, affected, disgusting fellow and poisons our literary club for me. I class him among infidel wasps and venomous insects. – James Boswell

(of Aldous Huxley) The stupid person’s idea of a clever person. – Elizabeth Bowen

Henry Miller is not really a writer but a non-stop talker to whom someone has given a typewriter. – Gerald Brenan

(Henry Wadsworth) Longfellow is to poetry what the barrel-organ is to music. – Van Wyck Brooks

Balzac was so conceited that he raised his hat every time he spoke of himself. – Robert Broughton

(of Dorothy Parker) To those she did not like, she was a stiletto made of sugar. – John Mason Brown

Barbara Cartland: Baby Jane crossed with Liberace. – Julie Burchill

(of Camille Paglia) The “g” is silent – the only thing about her that is. – Julie Burchill

It was very good of God to let (Thomas) Carlyle and Mrs Carlyle marry one another and so make only two people miserable instead of four. – Samuel Butler

(of Dylan Thomas) That insolent little ruffian, that crapulous lout. When he quitted a sofa, he left behind him a smear. – Norman Cameron 

I knew William Faulkner well. He was a great friend of mine. Well, much as you could be a friend of his, unless you were a fourteen-year-old nymphet. – Truman Capote

Jacqueline Susann looks like a truck driver in drag. – Truman Capote

I guess Gore (Vidal) left the country because he felt he was under-appreciated here. I have news for him: people who actually read his books will under-appreciate him everywhere. – Truman Capote

(of Samuel Taylor Coleridge) Never did I see such apparatus got ready for thinking, and never so little thought. He mounts scaffolding, pulleys, and tackles, gathers all the tools in the neighbourhood with labour, with noise, demonstration, precept, and sets – three bricks. – Thomas Carlyle

(of Ralph Waldo Emerson) A hoary-headed and toothless baboon. – Thomas Carlyle

Poor (Percy Bysshe) Shelley always was, and is, a kind of ghastly object; colourless, pallid, tuneless, without health or warmth or vigour. – Thomas Carlyle

(of Percy Bysshe Shelley) He has said or done nothing worth a serious man taking the trouble of remembering. – Thomas Carlyle

(of Algernon Charles Swinburne) Sitting in a sewer and adding to it. – Thomas Carlyle

(George Bernard) Shaw’s brain is a half-inch layer of champagne poured over a bucket of Methodist near-beer. – Benjamin de Cassères

(of Alfred, Lord Tennyson) A dirty man with opium-glazed eyes and rat-taily hair. – Lady Frederick Cavendish

(of James M. Cain) Everything he touches smells like a billygoat. He is every kind of a writer I detest, a faux naïf, a Proust in greasy overalls. – Raymond Chandler

(of Eugène O’Neill) He is the sort of man who could spend a year in flophouses, researching flophouses, and write a play about flophouses that would be no more real than a play by a man who had never been in a flophouse, but had only read about them. – Raymond Chandler

(of William Faulkner) He uses a lot of big words, and his sentences are from here to the airport. – Carolyn Chute

(of James Boswell) Silly, snobbish, lecherous, tipsy, given to high-flown sentiments and more than a little humbug . . . he needed Johnson as ivy needs an oak. – Cyril Connolly

(of George Orwell) He would not blow his nose without moralizing on the conditions in the handkerchief industry. – Cyril Connolly

(of Vita Sackville-West) She looked like Lady Chatterley above the waist and the gamekeeper below. – Cyril Connolly

The world is rid of Lord Byron, but the deadly slime of his touch still remains. – John Constable

(of a friend’s first short story) Frankly, I should bury it in a drawer and put a lily on it. – Noël Coward

(of Edith Sitwell) I am fairly unrepentant about her poetry. I really think that three-quarters of it is gibberish. However, I must crush down these thoughts, otherwise the dove of peace will shit on me. – Noël Coward

(of Oscar Wilde) What a tiresome, effected sod. – Noël Coward

(of George Bernard Shaw) The simplest clues to life escape him, as he scales impossible pinnacles of unnecessary thought, only to slip down the other side. – Edward Gordon Craig

(of Oscar Wilde) He festooned the dung heap on which he had placed himself with sonnets as people grow honeysuckle around outdoor privies. – Quentin Crisp

Jeffrey Archer is proof of the proposition that in each of us lurks a bad novel. – Julian Critchley

(of Ezra Pound) He was humane but not human. – e e cummings

I have tried lately to read Shakespeare, and found it so intolerably dull that it nauseated me. – Charles Darwin

Your Majesty, do not hang George Wither lest it be said that I am the worst poet in the kingdom. – John Denham

If it were thought that anything I wrote was influenced by Robert Frost, I would take that particular piece of mine, shred it, and flush it down the toilet, hoping not to clog the pipes. – James Dickey

(of Edward Bulwer-Lytton) He never wrote an invitation to dinner without an eye to posterity. – Benjamin Disraeli

(of Ford Madox Ford) An animated adenoid. – Norman Douglas

Robert Benchley has a style that is weak and lies down frequently to rest. – Max Eastman

(of Charlotte Bronte) I wish her characters would talk a little less like the heroes and heroines of police reports. – George Eliot

Of Byron one can say, as of no other English poet of his eminence, that he added nothing to the language, that he discovered nothing in the sounds, and developed nothing in the meaning of individual words. – T. S. Eliot

Henry James had a mind so fine that no idea could violate it. – T. S. Eliot

(Alfred Lord) Tennyson is a beautiful half of a poet. – Ralph Waldo Emerson

(of Walt Whitman) Half song thrush, half alligator. – Ralph Waldo Emerson

(of William Wordsworth) A bell with a wooden tongue. – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Even those who call Mr (William) Faulkner our greatest literary sadist do not fully appreciate him, for it is not merely his characters who have to run the gauntlet but also his readers. – Clifton Fadiman

Gertrude Stein was a master at making nothing happen very slowly. – Clifton Fadiman

Ernest Hemingway has never been known to use a word that might send the reader to a dictionary. – William Faulkner

(of Henry James) One of the nicest old ladies I ever met. – William Faulkner

(of Mark Twain) A hack writer who would have been considered fourth rate in Europe, who tried out a few of the old proven “sure-fire” literary skeletons with sufficient local colour to intrigue the superficial and the lazy. – William Faulkner 

Mrs (Elizabeth Barrrett) Browning’s death is rather a relief to me, I must say. No more Aurora Leighs, thank God! A woman of real genius, I know; but what is the upshot of it all? She and her sex had better mind the kitchen and the children; and perhaps the poor. Except in such things as little novels, they only devote themselves to what men do much better, leaving that which men do worse or not at all. – Edward Fitzgerald

(of Ernest Hemingway) Always willing to lend a helping hand to the one above him. – F. Scott Fitzgerald

(of Gertrude Stein) What an old covered wagon she is. – F. Scott Fitzgerald

(of George Sand) A great cow full of ink. – Gustave Flaubert

Lord Byron writes with the thoughts of a city clerk in metropolitan clerical vernacular. – Ford Madox Ford

(Joseph) Conrad spent a day finding the mot juste; then killed it. – Ford Madox Ford

Listening to Alexander Woollcott is like being hit with a cream puff; you are uninjured but rather sickened. – Robert Forsythe

An editor should have a pimp for a brother so he’d have someone to look up to. – Gene Fowler

(of Alice B. Toklas) She was incredibly ugly, uglier than almost anyone I had ever met. A thin, withered creature, she sat hunched in her chair, in her heavy tweed suit and her thick lisle stockings, impregnable and indifferent. She had a huge nose, a dark moustache, and her dark-dyed hair was combed into absurd bangs over her forehead. – Otto Friedrich

(of D. H. Lawrence) Obsessed with self. Dead eyes and a red beard, long narrow face. A strange bird. – John Galsworthy

(of Ernest Hemingway) A man must be a very great genius to make up for being such a loathsome human being. – Martha Gellhorn

Welcome To My World reads as if Coleen (McLoughlin) has been forced into the basement of her publishers at gunpoint and ordered to dictate eighty thousand random words into a Dictaphone. – Tanya Gold

There is no arguing with (Samuel) Johnson; for when his pistol misses fire, he knocks you down with the butt end of it. – Oliver Goldsmith

(of Ernest Hemingway) He’s got hold of the red meat of the English language and turned it into hamburgers. – Richard Gordon

That’s Kingsley Amis and there’s no known cure. – Robert Graves

(of Robert Benchley) An enchanting toad of a man. – Helen Hayes

(of Charles Lamb) His sayings are generally like women’s letters; all the pith is in the postscript. – William Hazlitt

To me, (Ezra) Pound remains the exquisite showman minus the show. – Ben Hecht

(Johann Ludwig) Uhland’s poetry is like the famous war horse. Bayard; it possesses all possible virtues and only one fault – it is dead. – Heinrich Heine

Poor (William) Faulkner. Does he really think emotions come from big words? – Ernest Hemingway

(of Algernon Charles Swinburne) A perpetual functioning of genius without truth, feeling, or any adequate matter to be functioning on. – Gerard Manley Hopkins

(of critics) His trade is one which requires, that it may be practised in perfection, two qualifications only: ignorance of language and abstinence from thought. – A. E. Housman

Nature, not content with denying him the ability to think, has endowed him with the ability to write. – A.E. Housman

George Eliot: a fungus of pendulous shape. – Alice James

Barbara Cartland’s eyes were twin miracles of mascara and looked like two small crows that had crashed into a chalk cliff. – Clive James

(of Judith Krantz’s Princess Daisy) As a work of art it has the same status as a long conversation between two not very bright drunks. – Clive James

(of Rudyard Kipling) I doubt that the infant monster has any more to give. – Henry James

(of Plato) Take from him his sophisms, futilities, and incomprehensibilities and what remains? His foggy mind. – Thomas Jefferson

(of the Earl of Chesterfield) This man, I thought, had been a lord among wits; but, I find, he is only a wit among Lords! – Samuel Johnson

The misfortune of (Oliver) Goldsmith in conversation is this: he goes on without knowing how he is to get off. – Samuel Johnson

It is amazing how little Goldsmith knows. He seldom comes where he is not more ignorant than anyone else. – Samuel Johnson

(of Thomas Gray) He was dull in company, dull in his closet, dull everywhere. He was dull in a new way and that made people think him great. – Samuel Johnson

(of John Milton’s Paradise Lost) One of the books which the reader admires and lays down, but forgets to take up again. Its perusal is a duty rather than pleasure. – Samuel Johnson

(of Thomas Sheridan) Sherry is dull, naturally dull; but it must have taken him a great deal of pains to become what we now see him. Such an excess of stupidity is not in nature. – Samuel Johnson

(George Bernard) Shaw, most poisonous of all the poisonous haters of England; despiser, distorter and denier of the plain truths whereby men live; topsy-turvy perverter of all human relationships; a menace to ordered social thought and ordered social life; irresponsible braggart, blaring self-trumpeter. – Henry A. Jones

(to W. B. Yeats) We have met too late. You are too old for me to have any effect on you. – James Joyce

(of Gertrude Stein) An immense priestess of nonsense expounding her text in nonsense syllables. – Alfred Kazin

(William) Wordsworth has left a bad impression wherever he visited in town by his egotism, vanity and bigotry. – John Keats

(of G. K. Chesterton) He grew up from manhood into boyhood. – R. A. Knox

(of William Faulkner) For my part, I can rarely tell whether his characters are making love or playing tennis. – Joseph Kraft

Mr (David) Baddiel, I’ve got all of your novels. I ticked the wrong box on my book club form. Should I read them? – The Kumars At No. 42

(of Lord Byron) Mad, bad, and dangerous to know. – Lady Caroline Lamb

(of William Wordsworth) Dank, limber verses, stuft with lakeside sedges And propt with rotten stakes from rotten hedges. – Walter Savage Landor

(of James Joyce) Nothing but old fags and cabbage-stumps of quotations from the Bible and the rest, stewed in the juice of deliberate, journalistic dirty-mindedness. – D. H. Lawrence

This awful (Walt) Whitman. This post-mortem poet. This poet with the private soul leaking out of him all the time. All his privacy leaking out in a sort of dribble, oozing into the universe. – D. H. Lawrence

The trouble with Ian (Fleming) is that he gets off with women because he can’t get on with them. – Rosamond Lehmann

Reading Joseph Conrad is like gargling with broken glass. – Hugh Leonard

(of Arnold Bennett) The Hitler of the book racket. – Percy Wyndham Lewis

(of Ford Madox Ford) A flabby lemon and pink giant, who hung his mouth open as though he were an animal at the zoo inviting buns – especially when the ladies were present. – Percy Wyndham Lewis

Gertrude Stein’s prose is a cold, black suet-pudding. We can represent it as a cold suet-roll of fabulously reptilian length. Cut it at any point, it is the same heavy, sticky, opaque mass all through, and all along. – Percy Wyndham Lewis

I denounce Mr Bernard De Voto as a fool and a tedious and egotistical fool, as a liar and a pompous and boresome liar. – Sinclair Lewis

People who like this sort of thing will find this the sort of thing they like. – Abraham Lincoln, reviewing a book

(H. L.) Mencken’s prose sounds like large stones being thrown into a dumpcart. – Robert Littell

(of John Keats) It is a better thing to be a starved apothecary than a starved poet. So back to the shop, Mr John. Back to plaster, pills and ointment boxes. – J. G. Lockhart

(of Emily Bronte’s Wuthering Heights) All the faults of Jane Eyre are magnified thousandfold and the only consolation which we have in reflecting upon it, is that it will never be generally read. – James Lorimer 

Jeffrey Archer has issued a strenuous denial – as good as a signed confession, really! – Des Lynam

It was a book to kill time for those who liked it better dead. – Rose Macaulay

(of John Dryden) His imagination resembles the wings of an ostrich. – Thomas Babington Macaulay

The more I read Socrates, the less I wonder they poisoned him. – Thomas Babington Macaulay

(of J. D. Salinger) The greatest mind ever to stay in prep school. – Norman Mailer

(of Gore Vidal) I’ve had to smell your works from time to time, and that has helped me to become an expert on intellectual pollution. – Norman Mailer

(reading a long novel by Thomas Wolfe is like) making love to a three-hundred-pound woman. Once she gets on top, it’s all over. Fall in love or be asphyxiated. – Norman Mailer

(of James Thurber) A tall, thin, spectacled man with the face of a harassed rat. – Russell Maloney

E. M. Forster never gets any further than warming the teapot. He’s a rare fine hand at that. Feel this teapot. Is it not beautifully warm? Yes, but there ain’t going to be no tea. – Katherine Mansfield

(of Barbara Cartland) The white and creamy look of an animated meringue. – Arthur Marshall

(of a book by S. J. Perelman) From the moment I picked up your book until I laid it down I was convulsed with laughter. Someday I intend reading it. – Groucho Marx

Alexander Woollcott looked like something that had gotten loose from Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. – Harpo Marx

Henry James had turned his back on one of the great events in the world’s history, the rise of the United States, in order to report tittle-tattle at tea parties in English country houses. – W. Somerset Maugham

To hear W. B.Yeats read his own verses was as excruciating a torture as anyone could be exposed to. – W. Somerset Maugham

(of Lillian Hellman) Every word she writes is a lie, including “and” and “the”. – Mary McCarthy

Life to (George Bernard) Shaw is not a poem, but a series of police regulations. – H. L. Mencken

George Eliot had the heart of Sappho; but the face, with the long proboscis, the protruding teeth of the Apocalyptic horse, betrayed animality. – George Meredith

Some call (Alexander) Pope “little nightingale” – all sound and no sense. – Mary Wortley Montagu

Cicero’s style bores me. When I have spent an hour reading him and try to recollect what I have extracted, I usually find it nothing but wind. – Michel de Montaigne

What is (Joseph Conrad) but the wreck of Stevenson floating about in the slipslop of Henry James? – George Moore

(of Thomas Hardy) An abortion of George Sand. – George Moore

Probably (James) Joyce thinks that because he prints all the dirty little words he is a great hero. – George Moore

I think of Mr (Robert Louis) Stevenson as a consumptive youth weaving garlands of sad flowers with pale, weak hands. – George Moore

Oscar Wilde’s talent seems to me to be essentially rootless, something growing in glass on a little water. – George Moore

(of W. B. Yeats) Looking himself in his old cloak like a huge umbrella left behind by some picnic party. – George Moore

Coleridge was a muddle-headed metaphysician who by some strange streak of fortune turned out a few poems amongst the dreary flood of inanity that was his wont. – William Morris

A bad review is even less important than whether it is raining in Patagonia. – Iris Murdoch

I cannot abide (Joseph) Conrad’s souvenir shop style and bottled ships and shell necklaces of romanticist cliches. – Vladimir Nabokov

(of J. M. Barrie) The triumph of sugar over diabetes. – George Jean Nathan

(of George Bernard Shaw) He writes his plays for the ages – the ages between five and twelve. – George Jean Nathan

(of Dante Alighieri) A hyena that wrote poetry in tombs. – Friedrich Nietzsche

(Ralph Waldo) Emerson is one who lives instinctively on ambrosia – and leaves everything indigestible on his plate. – Friedrich Nietzsche

(of C. P. Snow) A man who so much resembled a Baked Alaska – sweet, warm and gungy on the outside, hard and cold within. – Joseph O’Connor

(of W. H. Auden) A sort of gutless Kipling. – George Orwell

In places, this book is a little over-written because Mr (Edmund) Blunden is no more able to resist a quotation than some people are to refuse a drink. – George Orwell

(Rudyard) Kipling is a jingo imperialist, he is morally insensitive and aesthetically disgusting. – George Orwell

(of George Bernard Shaw) He writes like a Pakistani who had learned English when he was twelve years old in order to become a chartered accountant. – John Osborne

The affair between Margot Asquith and Margot Asquith will live as one of the prettiest love stories in all literature. – Dorothy Parker

This is not a novel to be tossed aside lightly. It should be thrown with great force. – Dorothy Parker

Mr (T. S.) Eliot is at times an excellent poet and has arrived at the supreme eminence among English critics largely through disguising himself as a corpse. – Ezra Pound

Mr (William) Wordsworth, a stupid man, with a decided gift for portraying nature in vignettes, never ruined anyone’s morals, unless, perhaps, he has driven some susceptible persons to crime in a very fury of boredom. – Ezra Pound

(of George Bernard Shaw) I remember coming across him at the Grand Canyon and finding him peevish, refusing to admire it or even look at it properly. He was jealous of it. – J. B. Priestley

(of William Hazlitt) An overgrown pimple, sore to the touch. – Quarterly Review

(Wilfred) Owen’s tiny corpus is perhaps the most overrated poetry in the twentieth century. – Craig Raine

To say (Agatha) Christie’s characters are cardboard cut-outs is an insult to cardboard. – Ruth Rendell

(of Robert Frost) A nice, acrid, savage, pathetic old chap. – I. A. Richards

(of a fellow writer’s two-line poem) Very nice, though there are dull stretches. – Antoine de Rivarol

(of Henry James) A little emasculated mass of inanity. – Theodore Roosevelt

(William Makepeace) Thackeray settled like a meat-fly on whatever one had got for dinner, and made one sick of it. – John Ruskin

Waldo (Ralph Waldo Emerson) is one of those people who would be enormously improved by death. – Saki

Jane Austen’s novels, which strangely retain their hold on the public taste, are tedious to those who dare to think for themselves. – Kate Sanborn

(of Charles Dickens) He has never played any significant part in any movement more significant than that of a fly on a wheel. – Saturday Review

Concerning no subject would (George Bernard) Shaw be deterred by the minor accident of total ignorance from penning a definitive opinion. – Roger Scruton

With the single exception of Homer, there is no eminent writer, not even Sir Walter Scott, whom I can despise so entirely as I despise Shakespeare when I measure my mind against his. It would positively be a relief for me to dig him up and throw stones at him. – George Bernard Shaw

As a bankrupt thief turns thief-taker, so an unsuccessful author turns critic. – Percy Bysshe Shelley

(of Louisa May Alcott) Living almost always among intellectuals, she preserved to the age of fifty-six that contempt for ideas which is normal among boys and girls of fifteen. – Odell Shepherd

(Norman) Mailer wallows in self-pity, pride, and a world-historical egomania, thereby providing an accurate portrait of the mental state of most writers most of the time. – Judith Shulevitz

(of his biographer, Kitty Kelley) I hope the next time she crosses a street four blind guys come along driving cars. – Frank Sinatra

(D. H.) Lawrence looked like a plaster gnome on a stone toadstool in some suburban garden. – Edith Sitwell

Virginia Woolf’s writing is no more than glamorous knitting. I believe she must have a pattern. – Edith Sitwell

(of Thomas Gray) He walked as if he had fouled his small clothes and looks as if he smelt it. – Christopher Smart

(of Noah Webster) In conversation he is even duller than in writing, if that is possible. – Juliana Smith

(of a work by Henry Peter Brougham) It is long, yet vigorous, like the penis of a jackass. – Sydney Smith

Thomas Carlyle has occasional flashes of silence that make his conversation perfectly delightful. – Sydney Smith

(of Thomas Babington Macaulay) He not only overflowed with learning, but stood in the slop. – Sydney Smith

(of James Joyce’s Ulysses) It is written by a man with a diseased mind and soul so black that he would even obscure the darkness of hell. – Senator Reed Smoot

(of Jeffrey Archer) That guy would bottle your pee and sell it for a fiver. – Ringo Starr

(of D. H. Lawrence) He’s impossible. He’s pathetic and preposterous. He writes like a sick man. – Gertrude Stein

(of Ezra Pound) A village explainer. Excellent if you were a village, but if you were not, not. – Gertrude Stein

Valley of the Dolls – for the reader who has put away comic books but isn’t ready for editorials in the Dally News. – Gloria Steinem, reviewing Jacqueline Susann’s novel

(of Walt Whitman) A large shaggy dog, just unchained, scouring the beaches of the world and baying at the moon. – Robert Louis Stevenson

(of Max Beerbohm) He has the most remarkable and seductive genius – and I should say about the smallest in the world. – Lytton Strachey

(of Alexander Pope) The verses, when they were written, resembled nothing so much as spoonfuls of boiling oil, ladled out by a fiendish monkey at an upstairs window upon such of the passers-by whom the wretch had a grudge against. – Lytton Strachey

Then Edith Sitwell appeared, her nose longer than an anteater’s, and read some of her absurd stuff. – Lytton Strachey

(Richard) Steele might become a reasonably good writer if he would pay a little attention to grammar, learn something about the propriety and disposition of words and, incidentally, get some information on the subject he intends to handle. – Jonathan Swift

Fine words. I wonder where you stole them. – Jonathan Swift

(of Ralph Waldo Emerson) A gap-toothed and hoary ape, who now in his dotage spits and chatters from a dirtier perch of his own finding, and fouling. – Algernon Charles Swinburne

(of Robert Browning) He has plenty of music in him, but he cannot get it out. – Alfred, Lord Tennyson

(Thomas) Carlyle is a poet to whom nature has denied the faculty of verse. – Alfred, Lord Tennyson

(of critic Churton Collins) A louse in the locks of literature. – Alfred, Lord Tennyson

(of Ben Jonson) Reading him is like wading through glue. – Alfred, Lord Tennyson

(of Jonathan Swift) A monster gibbering shrieks and gnashing imprecations against mankind – tearing down all shreds of modesty, past all sense of manliness and shame; filthy in word, filthy in thought, furious, raging, obscene. – William Makepeace Thackeray

(of Richard Church) A cliche-ridden humbug and pie-fingering hack. – Dylan Thomas

(of Edith Sitwell) Isn’t she a poisonous thing of a woman, lying, concealing, flipping, plagiarizing, misquoting, and being as clever a crooked literary publicist as ever? – Dylan Thomas

Walt Whitman was not only eager to talk about himself but reluctant to have the conversation stray from the subject for too long. – Henry D. Thoreau

(to Maxim Gorky) You talk about yourself a great deal. That’s why there are no distinctive characters in your writing. Your characters are all alike. You probably don’t understand women; you’ve never depicted one successfully. – Leo Tolstoy

Of (Charles) Dickens’s style it is impossible to speak in praise. It is jerky, ungrammatical and created by himself in defiance of rules. – Anthony Trollope

To me Edgar Allan Poe’s prose is unreadable – like Jane Austen’s. No, there’s a difference. I could read his prose on a salary, but not Jane’s. – Mark Twain

Jane Austen’s books, too, are absent from this library. Just that one omission alone would make a fairly good library out of a library that hadn’t a book in it. – Mark Twain

(of Bret Harte) If he were to write about an Orphan Princess who lost a peanut, he would feel obliged to try to make somebody snuffle over it. – Mark Twain

(of Henry James) Once you’ve put one of his books down, you simply can’t pick it up again. – Mark Twain

George Bernard Shaw: the spinster aunt of English literature. – Kenneth Tynan

Writing criticism is to writing fiction and poetry as hugging the shore is to sailing in the open sea. – John Updike

Critics are like pigs at the pastry cart. – John Updike

Critics search for ages for the wrong word, which, to give them credit, they eventually find. – Peter Ustinov

(Truman) Capote’s gift for publicity is the most glittering star in his diadem. – Gore Vidal

(of Truman Capote) He’s a full-fledged housewife from Kansas with all the prejudices. – Gore Vidal

It is inhuman to attack Capote. You are attacking an elf. – Gore Vidal

(of Truman Capote’s death) It was a good career move. – Gore Vidal 

What other culture could have produced someone like (Ernest) Hemingway and not seen the joke? – Gore Vidal

(of Norman Mailer) No one reads him, they hear of him. – Gore Vidal

Norman Mailer is now what he wanted to be: the patron saint of bad journalism. – Gore Vidal

An hour with a dentist without Novocaine was like a minute with Carson McCullers. – Gore Vidal

What a nightmare, to wake up in the morning and realize that you are John Simon. – Gore Vidal

(of Gertrude Stein) In her last days, she resembled a spoiled pear. – Gore Vidal

This is not all bad, except as prose. – Gore Vidal, reviewing The Winds of War by Herman Wouk

(of Harold Robbins) He is able to turn an unplotted, unworkable manuscript into an unplotted and unworkable manuscript with a lot of sex. – Tom Volpe

Like eating haggis, reading Dick Francis is something that must be done once but never again. – Guy Walters

Do they keep throwing the book at Jeffrey Archer as an act of revenge for his lousy novels? – Keith Waterhouse

(of Hillaire Belloc) He is conscious of being decrepit and forgetful, but not of being a bore. – Evelyn Waugh

(of Beverly Nicholls) A mercenary, hypochondriacal flibbertigibbet who doesn’t take in one of the six words addressed to him. – Evelyn Waugh

To see him (Stephen Spender) fumbling with our rich and delicate English is like seeing a Sevres vase in the hands of a chimpanzee. – Evelyn Waugh

Oscar Wilde was over-dressed, pompous, snobbish, sentimental and vain. – Evelyn Waugh

(of Henry James) Bare verbs he rarely tolerates. He splits infinitives and fills them up with adverbial stuffing. He presses the passing colloquialism into his service. His vast paragraphs sweat and struggle. – H. G. Wells

(of George Bernard Shaw) The more I think you over the more it comes home to me what an unmitigated Middle Victorian ass you were! – H. G. Wells

(of the Earl of Chesterfield) If he is rewarded according to his desert his name will stink to all generations. – John Wesley

Hiring someone to write your autobiography is like paying someone to take a bath for you. – Mae West

(of H. G. Wells) He is the old maid among novelists. – Rebecca West

It is terribly hard not to dislike Evelyn Waugh. – Antonia White

(of H. L. Mencken) With a pig’s eyes that never look up, with a pig’s snout that loves muck, with a pig’s brain that knows only the sty, and with a pig’s squeal that cries only when he is hurt, he sometimes opens his pig’s mouth, tusked and ugly, and lets out the voice of God, railing at the whitewash that covers the manure about his habitat. – William A. White

Tell me, when you’re alone with Max (Beerbohm), does he take off his face and reveal his mask? – Oscar Wilde

Mr Hall Caine writes at the top of his voice. He is so loud that one cannot hear what he says. – Oscar Wilde

(of Charles Dickens) One must have a heart of stone to read the death of little Nell without laughing. – Oscar Wilde

(of George Meredith) As a writer he has mastered everything except language; as a novelist he can do everything except tell a story; as an artist he is everything except articulate. – Oscar Wilde

George Meredith is a prose (Robert) Browning – and so is Browning. – Oscar Wilde

(of George Moore) He leads his readers to the latrine and locks them in. – Oscar Wilde

George Moore wrote excellent English until he discovered grammar. – Oscar Wilde

(of James Payn) He hunts down the obvious with the enthusiasm of a short-sighted detective. – Oscar Wilde

There are two ways of disliking poetry; one way is to dislike it, the other is to read (Alexander) Pope. – Oscar Wilde

(of George Bernard Shaw) He hasn’t an enemy in the world, and none of his friends like him. – Oscar Wilde

(William) Wordsworth went to the lakes, but he never was a lake poet. He found in stones the sermons he had already hidden there. – Oscar Wilde

(of W. B. Yeats) Books of poetry by young writers are usually promissory notes that are never met. – Oscar Wilde

Monsieur (Emile) Zola is determined to show that if he has not genius he can at least be dull. – Oscar Wilde

I always said little Truman (Capote) had a voice so high it could only be detected by bats. – Tennessee Williams

(of Evelyn Waugh) His style has the desperate jauntiness of an orchestra fiddling away for dear life on a sinking ship. – Edmund Wilson

Don’t you loathe the critics? Their mere existence seems to me an impertinence. – P. G. Wodehouse

(of Elizabeth Barrett Browning) Fate has not been kind to Mrs Browning. Nobody reads her, nobody discusses her, nobody troubles to put her in her place. – Virginia Woolf

Pale, marmoreal (T. S.) Eliot was there last week, like a chapped office boy on a high stool, with a cold in his head. – Virginia Woolf

(of E. M. Forster) He is limp and damp and milder than the breath of a cow. – Virginia Woolf

No one has written worse English than Mr (Thomas) Hardy in some of his novels – cumbrous, stilted, ugly and inexpressive. – Virginia Woolf

I am reading Henry James . . . and feel myself as one entombed in a block of smooth amber. – Virginia Woolf

(of James Joyce’s Ulysses) The work of a queasy undergraduate squeezing his pimples. – Virginia Woolf

(of Katherine Mansfield) Her mind is a very thin soil, laid an inch or two upon very barren rock. – Virginia Woolf

I don’t care for Osbert (Sitwell)’s prose; the rhododendrons grow to such a height in it. – Virginia Woolf 

In the throes of composition George S. Kaufman seems to crawl up the walls of the apartment in the manner of the late Count Dracula. – Alexander Woollcott

Reading Proust is like bathing in someone else’s dirty water. – Alexander Woollcott

I have just read a long novel by Henry James. Much of it made me think of the priest condemned for a long space to confess nuns. – W. B. Yeats

(of George Moore) A man carved from a turnip looking out from astonished eyes. – W. B. Yeats

The way Bernard Shaw believes in himself is very refreshing in these atheistic days when so many people believe in no God at all. – Israel Zangwill




 


MEDIA

 

Newspapers and Magazines
 (Piers) Morgan shows himself to be an ill-mannered, thin-skinned, easily flattered, narcissistic ignoramus, given to stupid jokes, banal observations, casual rudeness and hypocritical pieties. – David Aaronovitch

Howard Cosell was gonna be a boxer when he was a kid, only they couldn’t find a mouthpiece big enough. – Muhammad Ali

They should give gossip columnist Joyce Haber open-heart surgery – and go in through her feet. – Julie Andrews

Nigel Dempster thinks he has the might of a duke and the gravitas of a senior politician. He believes that if Britain’s 200 top men were profiled, he would be among them. – Anon

Take one black widow spider, cross it with a scorpion, wean their poisonous offspring on a mixture of prussic acid and treacle, and you’ll get the honeyed sting of Hedda Hopper. – Anon

Self-worship was Hedda Hopper’s approach. Her living room had a shrine centred on a magazine cover of Hedda, framed in real gold, she said. The cover was blown up to worship-size, and there were even votive candles flanking the holy likeness of St Hedda, whose favourite pastimes were her cocktail bar, going to the races, and trying to crucify anyone who crossed her or she didn’t like. – Lew Ayres

People used to throw Christians to the lions. Now they just throw them to the Press. – Tammy Faye Bakker

The four pillars of wisdom that support journalistic endeavours are: lies, stupidity, money-grubbing, and ethical irresponsibility. – Marlon Brando

By the year 2015 all newspaper articles will be delivered to your cerebral cortex via wireless connection the moment they’re written. Apart from Richard Littlejohn’s columns, because he won’t be writing them any more. Instead he’ll scrape a living masturbating for pennies in abandoned shop doorways. I hope. – Charlie Brooker, The Guardian

Journalism could be described as turning one’s enemies into money. – Craig Brown

The food is excellent. The beer is cold. The sun nearly always shines. There is coffee on every corner. Rupert Murdoch no longer lives there. Life doesn’t get much better than this. – Bill Bryson, on the joys of Australia

Drew Pearson can find scandal in Snow White’s relations with the Seven Dwarfs. – William F. Buckley Jr.

There’s Adam Clymer, a major league asshole from the New York Times. – George W. Bush to a colleague during the 2000 Presidential campaign. Bush was unaware that his microphone had been switched on and that his confidential aside would be heard by millions.

(of the Daily Mail) Vile, the worst of British values posing as the best. – Alastair Campbell

Gossip columnist Rona Barrett doesn’t need a steak knife. She cuts her food with her tongue. – Johnny Carson

Journalism is popular, but it is popular mainly as fiction. Life is one world, and life seen in the newspapers another. – G.K. Chesterton

(of Howard Cosell) If you split this guy open, demons and poison would spill all over the floor. He’s one of the least attractive human beings I’ve ever been associated with. – Bob Costas

Julie Burchill is just the Glenda Slag of modern pop-writing. – Elvis Costello 

My loathing of critics and gossip columnists isn’t buried deep. It’s right on the surface. – Joseph Cotten

Every building you come out of, there is a parasite there exercising his constitutional right to make money out of being a parasite, trying to take your photo. – Russell Crowe on the paparazzi

Archibald Forbes rarely waited for the end of a battle to report it and sometimes did not even wait for the beginning. – R. J. Cruickshank
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