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INTRODUCTION


Congratulations! The question has been popped and accepted, and now you are preparing to celebrate the happiest day of your life. Planning a wedding is exciting, but to have the day of your dreams – and to get hitched without a hitch – you will need to be resourceful, creative, forward-thinking and flexible, especially when the budget looks in danger of bursting. From booking the venue and the honeymoon to tips for looking your most beautiful and radiant, along with advice on how to create unity and harmony within the wedding party and even how to keep the most impish little attendants quiet during the ceremony, this handy guide offers you wit, wisdom and inspiration in organising all aspects of the big day and beyond. Happy planning and good luck!









GETTING STARTED


Whether it’s a spreadsheet or a notebook, having somewhere to list all the tasks relating to your wedding is essential. Tick off each entry that you accomplish, and do remember to back up and save paperless lists regularly.


 


Here’s an idea of what should be on your list:




	Budget!


	Settle the date/book the venue


	Send ‘Save the Date’ cards


	Pick best man and bridesmaids


	Invitations/printing (order of service, thank you cards, etc.)


	Service (readings, music, etc.)


	Catering


	Cake


	Clothes


	Rings


	Flowers/decorations


	Cars/transport


	Local accommodation and taxi list for guests


	Gift list


	Hen/stag nights


	Honeymoon





 


 


SETTING THE DATE




	If your hearts are set on a particular venue then the date may be dictated by availability. In this case, make a booking enquiry as a matter of priority and work from there.


	If you are on a budget, bear in mind that venue hire at weekends is generally more expensive. However, would marrying midweek make it difficult for your guests to attend? Weigh up the pros and cons.


	Is there likely to be a clash with any other major family or national event? Consult diaries and schedules before finalising and announcing a date.


	Send out ‘Save the Date’ cards well in advance, giving the most important guests the best chance of being able to attend.


	Consider the implications of significant local events. For example, will the annual Armed Forces Day or Pride March pose travel or parking difficulties for guests?


	Some dates are more awkward than others: will getting married on a bank holiday, or a day such as Christmas Eve, make it complicated for your nearest and dearest to attend?


	Does the date you have in mind leave enough time to save for the wedding and to prepare for it? Do consider the practicalities.





 


 


 


 




Love recognises no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope.


MAYA ANGELOU





 


 


BUDGET




	Set a realistic figure, contingency fund included, and stick to it. Open a separate ‘wedding’ account to help you keep tabs on your expenditure.


	Be prepared to adjust your budget as you go. If you fall in love with a dress then have it, but accept that you will need to trim costs elsewhere.


	Shop around: from venues to veils, costs can vary dramatically. Online shops may provide better discounts and a broader choice, while local suppliers may offer free delivery and a more personal service.


	Some things cost more if they are specifically for weddings. Try searching for ‘child’s party dress’ rather than ‘bridesmaid’s dress’, for example.


	Wedding insurance is a wise investment – just in case. But check your household policy to see what you may already be covered for before settling on an insurance provider.


	Keep your receipts safe, and be sure to confirm everything you book and pay for in writing or digitally so that you have a paper trail.





 


 


LOCATION AND VENUE




	Unless you have a particular venue in mind, look at as many options as possible in order to compare and contrast. Ask questions and make a note of the answers, so that you can refer back. Your local council should have a list of wedding venues in the area, which should also include basic information such as parking, price and whether a civil or a religious ceremony is possible. Plan your questions ahead to help make decisions quicker and easier.


	Accessibility, parking and comfort are all important. Make certain that your venue meets your needs and requirements, as well as those of your guests.


	Double up: having the ceremony and the reception at the same venue can be practical and cost-effective. Many hotels are licensed for weddings and often have gardens that give you a natural backdrop for photographs, too. This also helps guests who have to stay over, as they can stay in situ.


	If you are having a humanist wedding (a non-religious ceremony), check with your celebrant* to be sure that the venue of your choice is a viable option, especially if it is outdoors – clifftops that may need to be fenced off for safety reasons, for instance.


	Whether you decide upon a village hall, a luxury hotel, or anything in between, be sure to read the small print of all contractual agreements. Ask about anything that isn’t clear to you.





* A celebrant can conduct a wedding ceremony but they have no legal power to marry a couple – you will need to attend the registry office to complete the legal process for a marriage to be recognised by law.


 


 


DON’T FORGET


Creating a hub in which to store all physical wedding-related items early on is extremely useful. By dedicating a box or drawer to all things wedding, you’ll be able to find them easily, while minimising the risk of losing anything important. If you use a box, decorate it in pretty paper and you can use it afterwards as a place to store wedding keepsakes, such as cards and copies of your invitations.
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