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Lando Norris and Max Verstappen celebrate after filling the top places in the Emilia Romagna GP.
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Mercedes AMG mechanics attend to their pre-race tasks on George Russell’s F1 W15 before last year’s British GP.
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Far from being another stroll to glory for Max Verstappen and Red Bull Racing, last year was a hard-earned victory as McLaren, Ferrari and Mercedes all pushed hard. This year is the last under the current technical regulations, so teams will have half an eye on 2026, but the good news is that at least four teams fancy their chances on taking this year’s honours.
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Max Verstappen raced to a fourth title in four years with Red Bull Racing last year, but future F1 fans will do well to look beyond that record in the history books as it was a belter of a season; four teams produced winners as their cars suited different conditions to produce one of the most unpredictable championships in years. If this season can see McLaren, Ferrari and Mercedes start on an equal footing, then we will be in for a treat.


When Lewis Hamilton announced that he was leaving Mercedes to join Charles Leclerc at Ferrari, it set the driver market spinning, with Carlos Sainz Jr ending up signing for Williams, a team still attempting to rediscover its form.


However, the most inexplicable part of the driver market was Red Bull Racing getting its second driver Sergio Perez to extend his contract when he simply wasn’t delivering. Indeed, after making it four podium visits in the first five rounds, he never placed that well again and cost the team the constructors’ title. Not long before Christmas 2024, though, a decision to move Perez on was reached and Liam Lawson was selected over the more experienced Yuki Tsunoda to step up from RB.


It will feel strange to see Hamilton sporting the red of Ferrari after driving for just McLaren then Mercedes in his 18 years in F1. There was some concern that he was losing his edge with a lacklustre run in Brazil, but he was man of the race next time out in Las Vegas. How he settles in alongside Ferrari will be a story of its own.


McLaren had a spell when it bounced back from a poor start to have the best car on the grid, but it will be doing everything in its power to make sure that it delivers consistently for both Lando Norris and Oscar Piastri, who now know what it takes to win a Grand Prix.


George Russell established himself as Mercedes’ team leader in 2024 and a sudden trend of introducing young talent to F1 means that he will be the old hand to teenage rookie Andrea Kimi Antonelli.


Aston Martin became ever more at sea last year and the fact that it is being joined by F1’s most successful designer, Adrian Newey, is the best news it has had in years. However, don’t expect much until 2026 when he will surely have one of the best cars waiting for the introduction of F1’s new rules.


Alpine appeared to rediscover its mojo late last year and Pierre Gasly has rookie Jack Doohan alongside him for 2025. Haas has an all-new line-up with Esteban Ocon and Ollie Bearman but, perhaps more importantly, it also now has technical support from Toyota. RB remains as Red Bull’s waiting room and promising FIA F2 Championship runner-up Isack Hadjar will be able to show how he ranks against Tsunoda, who must feel unfortunate to have been overlooked for promotion.


Once great team Williams will be praying that the late-season accidents that cost it so much money don’t happen again but having Sainz join Alex Albon will certainly give them a boost. Not much can be expected from Sauber’s final year before it is rebranded as Audi, but Nico Hulkenberg will score when points are possible while rookie Gabriel Bortoleto finds his feet.


The sprint race format will remain the same as it was in 2024, with Fridays at the six Grands Prix that have a sprint race earmarked for free practice sessions and qualifying for the sprint. The Saturday at these meetings will now start with the sprint race and then qualifying for the Grand Prix itself. The rounds at which these sprint races are scheduled are China, Miami, Belgium, the USA, Brazil and Qatar.


And the ten existing teams will be watching with interest as an 11th team – Cadillac – prepares to join in 2026.
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It had seemed that Red Bull Racing was heading for a third consecutive constructors’ title last year, but then McLaren hit its stride, and the wins began to flow. This year, either Lando Norris or Oscar Piastri could become world champion.
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McLaren’s form came on in leaps and bounds through last year and Lando Norris was able to take four victories – but not the title.





Recent converts to F1 can be forgiven for thinking that the teams have always employed a cast of many hundreds, but it was very different when Bruce McLaren decided in 1966 to build F1 cars rather than simply racing them. There were fewer than ten people working for the team when he set up a workshop close to London’s Heathrow airport, and they were all motivated to succeed by this charismatic Kiwi.


It took until 1968 for McLaren to win in F1, but the team was able to expand as it was earning a great deal of money from dominating the North American Can Am sports car series, winning the majority of the races and selling customer cars to the bulk of the field.


Tragedy struck in 1970 when Bruce was killed testing his latest Can Am car at Goodwood, but the team was led on by Teddy Mayer and four years later had its first world champion: Emerson Fittipaldi. The M23 chassis was still competitive two years later and James Hunt used one to pip Ferrari’s Niki Lauda.


However, the team wasn’t quick to master ground effects at the end of the decade and it took a major restructuring of the team, with Ron Dennis taking control, for it to rise again. World titles for Lauda (1984) and Alain Prost (1985 and 1986) put the team at the front. Then Prost was joined by Ayrton Senna for 1988, along with Honda engines, and sparks flew as F1’s two fastest drivers jostled for dominance. The French and Brazilian drivers took one title apiece before Prost said the atmosphere was too poisonous between them and moved on to Ferrari for 1990. Senna triumphed that year, as he did to make it three titles in 1991.


Then came the Williams years and it wasn’t until McLaren landed Mercedes engines that a McLaren driver was crowned again. This was Mika Hakkinen and he did it again in 1999. Although it seemed most unlikely that the Finn wouldn’t carry on in this vein, Michael Schumacher and Ferrari then took control for the next five years.


McLaren simply couldn’t regain its lofty standards, and it took until 2007 when it had its next shot at glory, with both Fernando Alonso and rookie Lewis Hamilton going for gold. Yet, after a blunder or two, Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen pipped them at the final round. Hamilton put that right in 2008, winning five rounds on his way to winning the title by the narrowest of margins – a single point – ahead of Ferrari’s Felipe Massa.


However, this was something that couldn’t be built on, despite Hamilton and Jenson Button’s best efforts in 2010 as Red Bull Racing rose to prominence, and McLaren gradually fell from its perch. Worse was to follow after a deal was done to race with Honda engines again from 2015 and they tumbled to rank ninth out of the ten teams that year. Indeed, even Alonso couldn’t get the cars to shine.


It took a change to Renault engines for a modicum of form to be discovered as Mercedes continued to dominate in 2018. McLaren advanced to fourth in 2019, then third overall in 2020, with Carlos Sainz grabbing second place at Monza in this COVID-restricted season. Finally, in 2021, now with Mercedes power once more, Daniel Ricciardo put McLaren back in the winner’s circle when he headed home team-mate Lando Norris in a McLaren one-two at the Italian GP.


Despite no further wins in 2022 and 2023 as Max Verstappen steamrollered the opposition in his Red Bull, team principal Zak Brown seemed to be guiding the team in the right direction, suggesting that great days were just around the corner.




KEY PERSONNEL & 2024 ROUND-UP


ANDREA STELLA


There has been a new dynamism at McLaren since Andrea became team principal before the 2023 season. This Italian mechanical engineer began his F1 career with Ferrari, rising from the test team to work first with Michael Schumacher and later with Kimi Raikkonen in their title-winning years. In 2015, he joined McLaren and was head of race operations for three years before being promoted to be first performance director and then executive director of racing in 2019.


FROM REVERSE TO FAST FORWARD


As in 2023, McLaren started slowly and then found its stride. Lando Norris was on the podium by the third round and a winner by the sixth. Oscar Piastri was developing as fast as the MCL38 was and, after Norris was told to hand him his first win in Hungary, became a winner in more traditional style in Baku. Rivals complained of flexing wings giving McLaren advantage, but the FIA said all was fine and it moved ahead of Red Bull Racing.







2024 DRIVERS & RESULTS
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FOR THE RECORD


Team base: Woking, England


Active in Formula One: From 1966


Grands Prix contested: 970


Wins: 189


Pole positions: 164


Fastest laps: 171


Constructors’ titles: 9


Drivers’ titles: 12


THE TEAM


Chief executive officer: Zak Brown


Team principal: Andrea Stella


Chief designer: Rob Marshall


Technical director, aerodynamics: Peter Prodromou


Technical director, engineering: Neil Houldey


Technical director, performance: Mark Temple


Racing director: Randeep Singh


Sporting director: Will Courtenay


Chief operating officer: Piers Thynne


F1 business operations director: Stephanie Carlin


Chassis: McLaren MCL39


Engine: Mercedes V6


Tyres: Pirelli





“We lost too many points at the start of last year when we weren’t competitive enough. Once our car improved, we proved we have the qualities as a team, and the qualities in Lando and Oscar, to contend for both titles.”


Andrea Stella
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Lewis Hamilton enjoys his breakthrough win for McLaren in Canada in 1997 and then kept on winning.
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Last season was one in which McLaren caught, then outpaced, Red Bull. Lando became a winner and suddenly realized that he had an outside title shot. The final outcome could be different this year if he starts with the best car.
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Lando knows that he must improve his race starts in 2025.





The ambition was clear when Lando began to rise through kart racing. He wanted to get to the top.


Lando’s success in kart racing was prodigious, with his 2013 season yielding the World KF Junior and European KFJ titles, only to be improved on the following year when he became World KF champion at the age of 14. On intervening weekends, Lando even gained his first car racing experience, racing in the Ginetta Junior series, as much to learn the British circuits as anything else.


In 2015, Lando raced here, there and everywhere, winning the MSA Formula title in Britain, but also racing in the British, German and Italian F4 series.


This maximalist approach continued in 2016 when Lando kicked off his year by winning the Toyota Racing Series title in New Zealand, then came back to the northern hemisphere and won the European and NEC Formula Renault titles, as well as taking four wins in the BRDC F3 series.


What impressed most on his way up was his 2017 campaign, when he claimed nine wins to dominate the FIA F3 Euro series. He also had a test with McLaren for being chosen as the 2016 McLaren Autosport BRDC Young Driver. Lando then stepped up to FIA F2 in 2018 and, although he won just once, ended the year as runner-up to George Russell to prove that he was ready for F1.


McLaren signed Lando as team-mate to Carlos Sainz and he learnt so well from the Spaniard that he finished third in the 2020 season-opener in Austria.


McLaren dropped a rank to fourth overall in 2021, but Lando continued his progress to be sixth in the drivers’ championship, just missing out on winning the Italian GP which was won by team-mate Daniel Ricciardo, although Lando outscored him across the year.


Lando remained top McLaren driver in 2022, ranking seventh, then again in 2023 when he ended up sixth after a poor start was followed by six second places.




ENJOYING THE THRILL OF THE CHASE


After the first five of last year’s Grands Prix, Lando ranked fifth, his best finish being second in Shanghai, while Max Verstappen was doing as he had done in 2022 and 2023 and was pulling clear of the field, his advantage already 25 points. Next time out, though, Lando won the Miami GP. McLaren had begun to sort its MCL38 to the drivers’ liking and the developments would keep coming through the course of the season. In fact, with Ferrari and Mercedes also doing better, Red Bull’s two years of domination were coming to an end. Lando won again at Zandvoort, kicking sand in the face of Max’s home supporters. However, there was an unusual factor that counted against Lando winning more Grands Prix, and this was an extraordinary inability to convert pole positions into leading both into and out of the first corner. It took him until his fifth attempt, at the Singapore GP, to get it right. He knew then that he would have to win each of the final six races and pray for a mistake from Max, but Lando didn’t have quite enough firepower to get the job done.







TRACK NOTES
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Nationality: BRITISH


Born: 13 NOVEMBER 1999, GLASTONBURY, ENGLAND


Teams: McLAREN 2019–25


CAREER RECORD


First Grand Prix: 2019 Australian GP


Grand Prix starts: 128


Grand Prix wins: 4 2024 Miami GP, Dutch GP, Singapore GP, Abu Dhabi GP


Poles: 9


Fastest laps: 12


Points: 1007


Honours: 2024 F1 RUNNER-UP, 2018 FIA F2 RUNNER-UP, 2017 EUROPEAN F3 CHAMPION, 2016 EUROPEAN FORMULA RENAULT CHAMPION & NORTHERN EUROPE FORMULA RENAULT CHAMPION & TOYOTA RACING SERIES CHAMPION & McLAREN AUTOSPORT BRDC YOUNG DRIVER AWARD, 2015 MSA FORMULA CHAMPION, 2014 WORLD KF KART CHAMPION, 2013 WORLD KF JUNIOR KART CHAMPION & EUROPEAN KFJ KART CHAMPION & KF JUNIOR SUPER CUP WINNER






OSCAR PIASTRI
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This is a driver with ‘future world champion’ written all over him. A Grand Prix winner in his second year in the sport’s top level, he is also with a team that is expected to provide him with a winning machine.
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Oscar came on strongly in 2024 and will make a push to become team leader in 2025.





For drivers from the Antipodes, there is always the knowledge that if they want to reach the top in racing they will have to trade the familiarity of their homeland for Europe, because that is where racing’s proving ground continues to be based. It’s where the stars of tomorrow gather to prove that they are better than their rivals, worthy of operating at the next level as they try to scramble their way up the single-seater racing ladder.


Oscar had headed out from Australia when still racing karts to finish sixth in the World OK Junior series and this result encouraged him, as a 15-year-old, to try his hand at single-seaters, starting in the United Arab Emirates F4 championship.


From here, Oscar headed to Britain, and he learnt fast to end the 2017 season as runner-up in British F4. Then, he stepped up to the more hotly contested European Formula Renault Championship, learning the circuits as he ranked eighth overall. Oscar remained in Formula Renault for the following year and seven wins were enough to win the European series.


The FIA F3 series is a level at which many a hotshot comes unstuck, wilting under the ever-increasing level of competition. Not Oscar, as he made it two titles in two years after a final round shoot-out with Theo Pourchaire and Logan Sargeant.


The task of completing his hat trick was going to be tougher still, as that meant winning the FIA F2 series – the final category before F1 – with Prema Racing. However, taking six wins meant that he completed the feat in style, finishing 60 points clear of the next driver. The Alpine team noted his remarkable progress and got Oscar on to its books, giving him his first taste of F1. Then Oscar spent the following year attending Grands Prix as its reserve driver before Alpine thought it had signed him for 2023, only to find that McLaren had got him first. When one looks at the subsequent divergent fortunes of the two teams, that proved a lucky escape, and he grabbed a second place in Qatar in his maiden season.




LOOKING LIKE A FUTURE CHAMPION


If Oscar’s maiden season of F1 was impressive in the way that he went about his business and got better and better through the year, then his second campaign was clear evidence that he had much more to give. Two wins for the rapidly improving McLaren team was a worthy return, especially as he was asked after a while to play the supporting role to team leader Lando Norris, who was better placed in the points table to challenge Red Bull Racing’s Max Verstappen. It’s bizarre, but his maiden win in Hungary felt disappointing, but this was down to the way that Norris was asked to hand the lead back to Oscar as he had been in control before the final pit stops. Fortunately, his second win, on the streets of Baku, was a simple, unchallenged victory. Oscar did more than enough to suggest that he has all the tools required to fight Lando for supremacy within the team in 2025 in what should be an enthralling battle.







TRACK NOTES
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Nationality: AUSTRALIAN


Born: 6 APRIL 2001, MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA


Teams: McLAREN 2023–25


CAREER RECORD


First Grand Prix: 2023 BAHRAIN GP


Grand Prix starts: 46


Grand Prix wins: 2 2024 Hungarian GP, Azerbaijan GP


Poles: 0


Fastest laps: 3


Points: 389


Honours: 2021 FIA F2 CHAMPION, 2020 FIA F3 CHAMPION, 2019 EUROPEAN FORMULA RENAULT CHAMPION, 2017 BRITISH FORMULA 4 RUNNER-UP
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Lando Norris had his best season to date in 2024 but ended it as runner-up.
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Last year was an increasingly positive one for Ferrari as the team collected wins with both drivers, but this year is going to feel different as Lewis Hamilton lines up alongside Charles Leclerc in what ought to be an intriguing battle for supremacy.
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Ferrari stepped up to become a serious challenger to Red Bull Racing last year and will be looking to take more victories this year.





Ferrari has been in the World Championship since it began in 1950 and running cars at the top level since the 1930s. However, it hasn’t always been at the point of the pinnacle and there have been many years when it has fallen away from the pace. Yet, as we head into its 76th year at the sport’s top level, with 248 Grand Prix wins to its name, there is a sense that it is working its way back to becoming a title-challenging team again.


Enzo Ferrari was a mechanic, a racing driver and then a team owner. After running the Alfa Romeo works team from 1932, he went out on his own after World War Two. The wins started flowing from 1951, after which he had matters all his own way when Alfa Romeo withdrew at the end of that year. Having mastered new rules for 1952, he provided a car that Alberto Ascari used to achieve considerable success as he romped to the title and then did it all again in 1953.


Mercedes then took control of F1, and it wasn’t until Ferrari adopted the Lancia chassis that the team claimed its third drivers’ title when Juan Manuel Fangio prevailed in 1956. Two years later, Mike Hawthorn prevailed over Vanwall’s Stirling Moss.


There was change on the way in F1, with Cooper and Lotus showing that cars might be better by being smaller and moving the engine from the front to the tail. Ferrari resisted this but was ready in 1961 when new rules made F1 a formula for cars with smaller 1.5-litre engines and Phil Hill took the title. Then, only the genius of former multiple motorbike world champion John Surtees kept Ferrari in the hunt as he battled to get the volatile management structure to focus on F1 as much as it did on sports car racing, narrowly taking the 1964 title.


With Lotus and BRM and then Brabham and McLaren innovating as they went, Ferrari fell into a bit of a demise, hampered by political interference from within and a desire to keep using Ferrari’s favoured flat-12 format rather than following its rivals in using a V8. Apart from flashes of genius from Jacky Ickx when he nearly won the title, it took until Niki Lauda, designer Mauro Forghieri and young team chief Luca di Montezemolo got things sorted in the mid-1970s for Ferrari to return to the top. Two titles in three years for the Austrian gave the team momentum, but success stalled again after Lotus introduced ground effects in 1977.


Two years later, Jody Scheckter and Gilles Villeneuve ended up first and second, but Williams was on the rise, and despite Alain Prost’s nearly successful chase of McLaren’s Ayrton Senna in 1990 and Gerhard Berger ending Ferrari’s three-year winning drought in 1994, wins remained hard to come by. In fact, Scheckter’s success proved to be Ferrari’s last drivers’ title for 21 years as British teams dominated. The driver who helped the team succeed again was Michael Schumacher and he then added four more titles under the guidance of Jean Todt and Ross Brawn.


The 2007 title was the last to be won by a Ferrari driver, when Kimi Raikkonen pipped McLaren’s Fernando Alonso and Lewis Hamilton, before Felipe Massa fell agonisingly short the following year. However, since then it has been wins that have been collected rather than titles by Charles Leclerc and Carlos Sainz.


The personnel changes for this year initially had Loic Serra joining from Mercedes to report to Enrico Cardile, but he was promoted to becoming the team’s chassis technical director when Cardile moved on to Aston Martin. Former F1 racer Jerome d’Ambrosio also joins from Mercedes and will be deputy team principal, reporting to Frederic Vasseur.




KEY PERSONNEL & 2024 ROUND-UP


LOIC SERRA


This 53-year-old Frenchman trained in mechanical engineering and his early career was spent working on tyres and suspension for Michelin. He had his first contact with F1 when Michelin supplied tyres. In 2006, when Michelin quit F1, he joined the BMW Sauber team. Then, when BMW withdrew from F1 at the end of 2009, Loic moved to Mercedes and rose to the position of performance director. Joining Ferrari means that he will be able to continue his long-running spell of working with Lewis Hamilton.


VASSEUR GUIDES THE TEAM FORWARD


Both Charles Leclerc and Carlos Sainz Jr won Grands Prix for Ferrari in 2024, and there was a great step forward in selecting superior race strategies, a weak point in previous campaigns. Team principal Frederic Vasseur’s calming hand on the tiller has been noticeable, especially in not inflating errors that would previously have blown the team off course. Sainz missed a round with suspected appendicitis, but academy driver Ollie Bearman impressed when he stood in.







2024 DRIVERS & RESULTS
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FOR THE RECORD


Team base: Maranello, Italy


Active in Formula One: From 1950


Grands Prix contested: 1,098


Wins: 248


Pole positions: 253


Fastest laps: 263


Constructors’ titles: 16


Drivers’ titles: 15


THE TEAM


Chairman: John Elkann


Team principal: Frederic Vasseur


Deputy team principal: Jerome d’Ambrosio


Technical director, chassis & aerodynamics: Loic Serra


Technical director, power unit: Enrico Gualtieri


Head of aerodynamics: Loic Bigois


Sporting director: Diego Ioverno


Head of supply chain: Enrico Racca


Driving academy director: Jock Clear


Head of track engineering: Matteo Togninalli


Chassis: Ferrari SF25


Engine: Ferrari V6


Tyres: Pirelli





“It was frustrating to finish last year 14 points behind McLaren, as it is a very small margin, less than two percent of the total, but our target is never to be second. We don’t need to look for motivation as we already have it.”


Fred Vasseur
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Michael Schumacher made Ferrari great again, such as with this 2004 title win in Japan.






[image: ] CHARLES LECLERC




[image: ]





It will be intriguing to see how Charles responds to having seven-time world champion Lewis Hamilton as his team-mate, and whether they can work together harmoniously to help Ferrari climb to the top of the pile.
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Charles has a new challenge in his seventh season with Ferrari following Lewis’ arrival.





Guided into karts by his father Herve who competed in the Monaco Formula 3 race five times before hanging up his helmet and starting a family, Charles and his younger brother Arthur took little persuasion to try kart racing and Charles was clearly talented. Title success followed, starting in cadet karts, and he was a front runner right up to finishing as runner-up in the World KZ kart series in 2013 when he was 16.


Then it was time for single-seaters and Charles raced to second overall in the Formula Renault ALPS series, but this was considered enough for him to advance to the FIA F3 Championship in 2015. With so little car racing experience, this ought to have been a two-year project, but the wins flowed from early in his campaign and he went on to rank fourth.


So, it was next stop GP3 for Charles in 2016 and he raced to three wins and the title for ART Grand Prix ahead of Alex Albon, with Ferrari signing him up to its driver academy. The FIA F2 series was Charles’ next target, and he was a dominant champion in that for Prema Racing.


So it was that Ferrari propelled him into F1 in 2018, placing him at a team that used its customer engines: Sauber. His impact was impressive, and he would qualify regularly way further up the grid than team-mate Marcus Ericsson.


Ferrari had seen enough and his second year in F1 was as a works driver, and he has remained with the team ever since. He slotted in seamlessly and would have won on his second outing but for an engine problem that dropped him from the lead at Sakhir, then cleared. By year’s end, with wins at Spa-Francorchamps and Monza in the bag, he ranked fourth, one place ahead of team-mate Sebastian Vettel.


It looked as though 2022 might be his year, with early-season wins in the Bahrain and Australian GP, but Max Verstappen came on strongly to dominate for Red Bull, leaving Charles as runner-up.




CAPPED BY WINNING IN MONACO


Having ranked fifth in 2023 as Red Bull Racing dominated, Charles might have expected a similar result last year, but it was soon clear that Ferrari had a more competitive car. It wasn’t a match for the Red Bulls, but it was the best of the rest, shown by team-mate Carlos Sainz winning the third round. Then, after finishing consistently on the podium, Charles made the step up that he was seeking and scored his first win since the 2022 Austrian GP. Better still, he did it on home ground in Monaco and this was extra special for Charles as, not only did he become the first Monegasque driver to do so, but he did it in commanding style by starting from pole and leading every one of the 78 laps. More than that, it propelled him closer to points leader Max Verstappen and further clear of Lando Norris in the points table at this one-third distance point of the season. Further wins at Monza and COTA excited the tifosi but, by then, McLaren had moved ahead of Ferrari, and he was to lose further ground.







TRACK NOTES


[image: ]


Nationality: MONEGASQUE


Born: 16 OCTOBER 1997, MONTE CARLO, MONACO


Teams: SAUBER 2018, FERRARI 2019–25


CAREER RECORD


First Grand Prix: 2018 AUSTRALIAN GP


Grand Prix starts: 147


Grand Prix wins: 8


2019 Belgian GP, Italian GP, 2022 Bahrain GP, Australian GP, Austrian GP, 2024 Monaco GP, Italian GP, United States GP


Poles: 26


Fastest laps: 10


Points: 1430


Honours: 2022


F1 RUNNER-UP, 2017 FIA F2 CHAMPION, 2016 GP3 CHAMPION, 2015 MACAU F3 RUNNER-UP, 2014 FORMULA RENAULT ALPS RUNNER-UP, 2013 WORLD KZ KART RUNNER-UP, 2012 UNDER 18 WORLD KART RUNNER-UP & EURO KF KART RUNNER-UP, 2011 ACADEMY TROPHY KART CHAMPION, 2010 JUNIOR MONACO KART CUP CHAMPION, 2009 FRENCH CADET KART CHAMPION






LEWIS HAMILTON
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After 12 years and six drivers’ titles with Mercedes, Lewis is making the leap to team up with Charles Leclerc at Ferrari. Perhaps the change will do him good and bring more wins, but he may also have to adapt to a new team landscape.
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After 12 years with Mercedes, Lewis jumped at the chance to become a winner with Ferrari.





Lewis could have been one of a host of young kart racers who had the talent but not the money to proceed. This all changed, though, when Lewis cheekily asked McLaren principal Ron Dennis at an awards dinner if he would help out. Dennis did, guiding Lewis all the way to F1.


Lewis had his first full year of car racing in 2002 in British Formula Renault. After ranking third, he returned in 2003 and his ten wins made him champion. F3 followed in 2004 and this was another two-year project, with Lewis winning the F3 Euro title with a remarkable 15 wins in 2005. GP2 came next and Lewis edged out Nelson Piquet Jr to win that title too.


Fittingly, McLaren gave Lewis his F1 break in 2007 and he feared no one, not even his own team-mate Fernando Alonso. They fought tooth and nail, Lewis taking four wins, but both were edged out by Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen when he took the title at the final round.


Lewis got his revenge in 2008 and landed the first of his seven F1 titles. McLaren lost its competitiveness over the next few years and, although Lewis kept on winning races, titles were out of his reach. So, he joined Mercedes in 2013 and the 11 wins that he claimed in 2014 brought him his second crown.


What followed was a run of five titles in the next six years, interrupted only by team-mate Nico Rosberg pipping him in 2016.


It had looked as though he would be champion in 2021, but Max Verstappen just got ahead. Mercedes’ form has dropped, precipitating his move to Ferrari.




A RETURN TO WINNING WAYS


Seventh place in the opening race was not the dream way to start the 2024 season, with Red Bull Racing way out front. Fortunately for Lewis, matters improved and the first of his two wins came at the British GP when he mastered changing track conditions to end a 57-race winning drought. The second win came two rounds after that, at Spa-Francorchamps. Lewis thought that he had finished second, but then team-mate George Russell’s car was discovered in post-race inspection to be underweight, so he was awarded the full 25 points for victory. Yet, Mercedes failed to find consistently competitive performance from its W15s and both drivers would be frustrated at subsequent races when they couldn’t run either at or near the front of the field. Qualifying only 11th for the Dutch GP was indicative of this and it was compounded by being pushed back three positions for impeding Sergio Perez. Lewis enjoyed one last podium visit for Mercedes, for second place in Las Vegas.







TRACK NOTES


[image: ]


Nationality: BRITISH


Born: 7 JANUARY 1985, STEVENAGE, ENGLAND


Teams: McLAREN 2007–12, MERCEDES 2013–24, FERRARI 2025


CAREER RECORD


First Grand Prix: 2007 AUSTRALIAN GP


Grand Prix starts: 356


Grand Prix wins: 105 2007 Canadian GP, United States GP, Hungarian GP, Japanese GP, 2008 Australian GP, Monaco GP, British GP, German GP, Chinese GP, 2009 Hungarian GP, Singapore GP, 2010 Turkish GP, Canadian GP, Belgian GP, 2011 Chinese GP, German GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2012 Canadian GP, Hungarian GP, Italian GP, United States GP, 2013 Hungarian GP, 2014 Malaysian GP, Bahrain GP, Chinese GP, Spanish GP, British GP, Italian GP, Singapore GP, Japanese GP, Russian GP, United States GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2015 Australian GP, Chinese GP, Bahrain GP, Canadian GP, British GP, Belgian GP, Italian GP, Japanese GP, Russian GP, United States GP, 2016 Monaco GP, Canadian GP, Austrian GP, British GP, Hungarian GP, German GP, United States GP, Mexican GP, Brazilian GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2017 Chinese GP, Spanish GP, Canadian GP, British GP, Belgian GP, Italian GP, Singapore GP, Japanese GP, United States GP, 2018 Azerbaijan GP, Spanish GP, French GP, German GP, Hungarian GP, Italian GP, Singapore GP, Russian GP, Japanese GP, Brazilian GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2019 Bahrain GP, Chinese GP, Spanish GP, Monaco GP, Canadian GP, French GP, British GP, Hungarian GP, Russian GP, Mexican GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2020 Styrian GP, Hungarian GP, British GP, Spanish GP, Belgian GP, Tuscan GP, Eifel GP, Portuguese GP, Emilia Romagna GP, Turkish GP, Bahrain GP, 2021 Bahrain GP, Portuguese GP, Spanish GP, British GP, Russian GP, Sao Paulo GP, Qatar GP, Saudi Arabian GP, 2024 British GP, Belgian GP


Poles: 104


Fastest laps: 67


Points: 4862.5


Honours: 2008, 2014, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2019 & 2020 F1 WORLD CHAMPION, 2007, 2016 & 2021 F1 RUNNER-UP, 2006 GP2 CHAMPION, 2005 EUROPEAN F3 CHAMPION, 2003 BRITISH FORMULA RENAULT CHAMPION, 2000 WORLD KART CUP & EUROPEAN FORMULA A KART CHAMPION, 1999 ITALIAN INTERCON A CHAMPION, 1995 BRITISH CADET KART CHAMPION






[image: ] RED BULL RACING


It had looked as though 2024 was going to be just another title-winning year for Red Bull, but the mood turned tense, senior staff left and Sergio Perez struggled, so it will take work for the team to get its mojo back.
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Max Verstappen races to his seventh win from the opening ten races in 2024’s Spanish GP, but then life became a whole lot tougher.





Triple world champion Jackie Stewart set the ball rolling when he and his elder son Paul created the Stewart GP team from the latter’s Formula 3000 outfit Paul Stewart Racing, and stepped up to F1 in 1997. The cars were beautifully presented and the team gained a reward from a season spent finding its feet in F1’s midfield when Rubens Barrichello scooped a surprise second place finish at, of all places, Monaco.


There was no clear progress as McLaren and Ferrari fought over honours through the next two seasons, but the team had a remarkable day in the 1999 European GP at the Nurburgring when not only did Johnny Herbert master wet/dry conditions to give the team its first win, but Barrichello followed him home in third. This bumper day helped the team rank fourth.


It was clear that more budget was required, and Stewart Sr brokered a deal for the team to be rebadged as Jaguar Racing from 2000. Sadly, as was seen over the next five years, being taken under the wing of a motor manufacturer doesn’t often lead to harmonious management as people with little experience of the sport interfere.


There were highlights, flashes of speed, such as third places for Eddie Irvine in Monaco in 2001 and Monza in 2002, plus strong qualifying performances from Mark Webber – but no wins.


So, in 2005, the team was effectively reinvented. It kept its base in Milton Keynes but had a whole new feel and a rebirth as Red Bull Racing, with Christian Horner brought in to take the helm. It took a few years for every ingredient to fall into place, but Adrian Newey’s design process began to reap dividends and the cars made steps forward every year.


In 2009, a season in which Brawn GP outflanked its rivals, Red Bull Racing scored its first win, courtesy of Sebastian Vettel in China. However, it was in 2010 that the team truly flowered, going to the final race in Abu Dhabi with both Vettel and Mark Webber in contention in a four-way title shoot-out. Vettel prevailed and started a run of four drivers’ and constructors’ titles in four years.


Daniel Ricciardo joined the team in 2014 and did well, winning races, but it was the arrival of Max Verstappen, promoted from Red Bull’s junior team, Scuderia Toro Rosso, five races into the 2016 campaign that gave the team what it was seeking: a champion elect. Mercedes was the dominant force of the time, but the Dutch ace appeared able to cancel out any performance deficit due to running less effective Renault engines, to be a thorn in Lewis Hamilton’s side for the next few years.


Finally, in 2021, he gave Red Bull Racing its fifth drivers’ crown, won in a controversial final round in Abu Dhabi when he appeared to be helped to victory over Hamilton by poor officiating.


The next two campaigns were far more straightforward as Newey mastered new aerodynamic rules that were introduced to make it easier for cars to get in a position to overtake; Verstappen was all but unstoppable, winning 34 of the 44 Grands Prix across 2022 and 2023.


Last year will be recalled not only for Red Bull Racing being given a serious challenge for the first time in a few years, but also for the team entering a period of turmoil. The season started with a cloud hanging over team principal Christian Horner due to alleged inappropriate behaviour towards a female team member. He was eventually cleared of that, but the atmosphere within Red Bull Racing had become tense, with Max’s father Jos looking for change. More crucially, chief technical officer Newey appeared unhappy and elected to move on, with clear implications for the team’s future competitiveness.




KEY PERSONNEL & 2024 ROUND-UP


CHRISTIAN HORNER


This former British racing driver worked his way through the junior single-seater formulae, reaching Formula 3000 in 1997, but was never quite the winning ticket. However, he achieved his F1 dream in 2005 when his experience of running the family’s Arden team in F1’s feeder formula, F3000, was thought ideal to run Red Bull Racing when it morphed out of Jaguar Racing. He was the youngest team principal in the paddock, but his experience grew alongside the team, and he has guided it to six constructors’ titles.


A BRILLIANT START BUT GRADUAL DECLINE


For a team to win seven of the first ten Grands Prix of a season and yet fail to win the constructors’ title is almost unthinkable, yet this was what befell Red Bull Racing last year. No blame can be apportioned to Max Verstappen, as he took each of those wins. Sergio Perez, though, struggled increasingly with the RB20, then lost confidence. Add to that the rise in form of Ferrari, McLaren and Mercedes, and so a most unusual season unfolded but Max was still able to grab a fourth title.







2024 DRIVERS & RESULTS
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FOR THE RECORD


Team base: Milton Keynes, England


Active in Formula One: As Stewart GP 1997–99, Jaguar Racing 2000–04, Red Bull Racing 2005 on


Grands Prix contested: 527


Wins: 123


Pole positions: 104


Fastest laps: 99


Constructors’ titles: 6


Drivers’ titles: 8


THE TEAM


Team principal: Christian Horner


Motorsport consultant: Helmut Marko


Technical director: Pierre Wache


Chief engineer, car engineering: Paul Monaghan


Head of aerodynamics: Enrico Balbo


Head of performance engineering: Ben Waterhouse


Head of racing: Gianpiero Lambiase


Head of strategy: Hannah Schmitz


Chassis: Red Bull RB21


Engine: Honda RBPT V6


Tyres: Pirelli





“Last season was all over the place. We started strong but then had some tough times but we stuck together as a team to get to the bottom of our problems and came back stronger.”


Max Verstappen
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Jackie and Paul Stewart congratulate Rubens Barrichello after his second place in Monaco in 1997.
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The Red Bull RB20 might have lost its dominance through last year, but Max never stopped going for gold. If he couldn’t be first, then second would do as he chased title number four. This year, he seeks number five.
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Max had to dig deep through 2024, but he was able to hold on.





It seems strange now to think that Max did just one year of car racing between the end of his time in karts before he hit Formula 1 when aged just 17. You would never have known, as he was straight on the money, becoming F1’s youngest winner when he won in Spain, aged 18.


Wind the clock back to look at his background and you can see that he had a flying start, as father Jos contested 107 Grands Prix and mother Sophie (Kumpen) was a top kart racer. Max followed their guidance and landed title after title, up to claiming the World and European KZ Kart crowns in 2013, the year he turned 16.


So, a single-seater racing career was obviously going to prove fruitful. Yet Max was a driver in a hurry, so he skipped the bottom few rungs of the ladder and went straight into F3. This was in 2014, and he grabbed ten wins in the European series, enough to rank third overall.


F2 is typically next, but Max jumped straight past that when Red Bull offered him an F1 seat with its junior team, Scuderia Toro Rosso. Any doubts that he had arrived too soon were dispelled when Max claimed a couple of fourth places.


His 2016 campaign started with Toro Rosso but, five races in, he took Daniil Kvyat’s seat at Red Bull Racing and promptly won on his debut in Spain.


Lewis Hamilton was dominating for Mercedes, but Max chipped away and ranked third overall behind the Mercedes drivers in both 2019 and 2020.


In 2021, though, Max pinched the title from Hamilton in a controversial final round then, with Red Bull Racing building the best car, dominated the next two seasons as he added two more titles.




DELIVERING THE GOLD STANDARD


Make no bones about this, it was not a happy camp at Red Bull Racing last year as the team was riven with internal politics and yet, even when the atmosphere in camp was toxic, and even as his RB20 was losing its competitive edge, Max still delivered his typical gold standard performances. Team-mate Sergio Perez wasn’t even close enough to be running in his shadow. After rattling off seven wins from the first ten rounds, things changed, and Max had to start a defensive action as Ferrari, McLaren and Mercedes all made up ground on Red Bull. As Lando Norris began to put the pressure on, all Max could do was endeavour to finish second and that ought to have been enough to ensure a fourth consecutive title. There was no room for any slip-ups. When he was threatened in September with community service by the FIA for swearing on air, Max suggested that he might walk away from F1. And you felt that this was no idle threat, but then he produced his scintillating drive in Brazil and all was well again.







TRACK NOTES
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Nationality: DUTCH


Born: 30 SEPTEMBER 1997, HASSELT, BELGIUM


Teams: TORO ROSSO 2015–16, RED BULL RACING 2016–25


CAREER RECORD


First Grand Prix: 2015 AUSTRALIAN GP


Grand Prix starts: 209


Grand Prix wins: 63
2016 Spanish GP, 2017 Malaysian GP, Mexican GP, 2018 Austrian GP, Mexican GP, 2019 Austrian GP, German GP, Brazilian GP, 2020 70th Anniversary GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2021 Emilia Romagna GP, Monaco GP, French GP, Styrian GP, Austrian GP, Belgian GP, Dutch GP, United States GP, Mexico City GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2022 Saudi Arabian GP, Emilia Romagna GP, Miami GP, Spanish GP, Azerbaijan GP, Canadian GP, French GP, Hungarian GP, Belgian GP, Dutch GP, Italian GP, Japanese GP, United States GP, Mexico City GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2023 Bahrain GP, Australian GP, Miami GP, Monaco GP, Spanish GP, Canadian GP, Austrian GP, British GP, Hungarian GP, Belgian GP, Dutch GP, Italian GP, Japanese GP, Qatar GP, United States GP, Mexico City GP, Sao Paulo GP, Las Vegas GP, Abu Dhabi GP, 2024 Bahrain GP, Saudi Arabian GP, Japanese GP, Chinese GP, Emilia Romagna GP, Canadian GP, Spanish GP, Sao Paulo GP, Brazilian GP, Qatar GP
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