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Chapter 1


How it all Began


I write this story for all who know me. I’m sorry
that I ran away, but most of all, I am sorry that I
joined The Flying Dutchman. You may be wondering
where I am. This story tells you everything and why
you must never look for me.


I will start my story exactly a year ago. I was fast
asleep in my hammock, blissfully unaware of what
was to come. Suddenly rough hands shook me.


For a moment I didn’t know where I was,
until I saw Jason, the first mate, glaring at me.
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And then I remembered exactly where I was –
on a ship sailing to the East Indies. I’d signed up as
a cabin boy to see the world. But so far, all I’d seen
were rough seas and each corner of the ship as
I’d scrubbed it with freezing water. Every muscle in
my body ached ...


“Come on, boy!” Jason cried. “Your watch started
two minutes ago.”


“All right,” I muttered, struggling to get out of
my hammock before he tipped me out. My watch
seemed to come sooner each day.
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Yawning, I stumbled past sleeping crew members
and made my way to the ladder that led to
the deck. The boat was rocking so hard, that for
every step forward, I went back three. Finally,
I managed to reach the ladder. I climbed up,
opened the hatch and stuck my head out.









