



[image: ]








[image: ]







Chapter One
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The river was flowing so fast that Jack and Tina were sure it would burst its banks at any moment. Uprooted bushes and small trees, a plastic dustbin, wooden fencing and a road sign were being hurled along by the ferocious current.


Watching from the other side of the road they were afraid and excited at the same time. The river was so angry, so violent. They had never seen such a fierce torrent before, but Dad had told them that twenty years ago it had actually burst its banks. A boy, who had foolishly been fishing in the raging water, was almost swept away and drowned. Fortunately, the driver of a passing bus had climbed on to the broad trunk of a fallen oak tree and managed to drag him to safety.
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“The old oak tree’s still there,” said Jack. “But the water’s so high you can only just see it.”


The river was making a deep roaring sound. The boiling surface was a muddy swirling brown colour, and spray was rising as the waves hit the banks with a horrible tearing, gulping noise.


“If it does flood we won’t have to go to school,” said Tina. “Then we’ll miss the maths test.”


“Suppose the water comes into the house?” Even the thought of missing a maths test didn’t comfort Jack.
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“Come in at once!” yelled their mother, standing on the front step. “It’s dangerous out there.”


The light outside was fading fast as Jack and Tina took a last look at the angry river. Its roaring sound seemed louder, but now they could hear something else-a kind of sighing that stayed in their ears and refused to go away.
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