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Get the most from this book



Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the ‘Now test yourself’ questions and checked your answers.





You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips and checklists


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam. The exam checklists provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Typical mistakes


The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Revision activities


These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Key terms


Clear, concise definitions of essential key words are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Making links


Useful links are provided to other topics within the specification.
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Key quotes


Quotes are provided from sources of wisdom or scholars named on the specification to help you understand key concepts.
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My revision planner


Introduction to philosophy


Assessment and exams


Countdown to my exams


1  Ancient philosophical influences




    1.1  Introduction


    1.2  The philosophical views of Plato: Plato’s understanding of reality


    1.3  Plato’s Forms


    1.4  Assessing Plato on the Forms


    1.5  Aristotle’s understanding of reality


    1.6  Aristotle’s Prime Mover


    1.7  Assessing Aristotle


    1.8  Plato versus Aristotle – reason and experience


    1.9  Summary and exam tips





2  Soul, mind and body




    2.1  Introduction


    2.2  Plato’s view of the soul


    2.3  Aristotle’s view of the body and soul


    2.4  Descartes and substance dualism


    2.5  Materialism


    2.6  Evaluating dualism – the case for the soul


    2.7  Evaluating materialism – the case against the soul


    2.8  Summary and exam tips





3  Arguments based on observation




    3.1  Introduction


    3.2  Aquinas’ teleological argument: The Fifth Way


    3.3  Paley’s teleological argument


    3.4  The cosmological argument: Aquinas’ first three ways


    3.5  Hume’s challenges to these arguments from observation


    3.6  The challenge of evolution


    3.7  Logical fallacies


    3.8  Summary and exam tips





4  Arguments based on reason




    4.1  Introduction


    4.2  Anselm’s ontological argument



    4.3  Gaunilo versus Anselm



    4.4  Kant’s criticisms


    4.5  Assessing the ontological argument


    4.6  Comparing a priori and a posteriori arguments


    4.7  Summary and exam tips





5  Religious experience




    5.1  Introduction


    5.2  William James


    5.3  Mystical experiences


    5.4  Conversion experiences


    5.5  The case for religious experience


    5.6  Do religious experiences have a psychological or physiological explanation?


    5.7  Corporate experiences: are they more reliable than individual experiences?


    5.8  Religious experience as a basis for believing in God or a greater power


    5.9  Summary and exam tips





6  The problem of evil




    6.1  Introduction


    6.2  The logical and evidential problems of evil


    6.3  Augustine


    6.4  Hick


    6.5  Discussing the problem of evil


    6.6  Summary and exam tips





7  The nature or attributes of God




    7.1  Introduction


    7.2  Omnipotence


    7.3  Eternity


    7.4  Omniscience


    7.5  (Omni)benevolence


    7.6  Discussing the nature of God


    7.7  Comparing Boethius, Anselm and Swinburne


    7.8  Summary and exam tips





8  Religious language




    8.1  Introduction


    8.2  Explaining the apophatic way (via negativa)



    8.3  The apophatic way assessed



    8.4  The cataphatic way (via positiva) – Aquinas and analogy


    8.5  The cataphatic way (via positiva) assessed


    8.6  Tillich and symbolic language


    8.7  Symbolic language assessed


    8.8  Summary and exam tips





9  Twentieth-century perspectives




    9.1  Introduction


    9.2  The verification principle


    9.3  Verificationism assessed


    9.4  The falsification symposium


    9.5  Assessing the views presented in the falsification symposium


    9.6  Wittgenstein and language games


    9.7  Wittgenstein assessed


    9.8  Summary and exam tips





Glossary


Now test yourself – answers





Introduction to philosophy



What is philosophy of religion?


Philosophy looks at some of the biggest questions about how we see the world around us. Philosophy of religion focuses, of course, on those aspects that are relevant to religious belief – both the foundations of religious belief and also how believers can relate to the world around them.


This component begins by looking at some of the ancient philosophical influences that affect how in the western world we talk about God. It asks what we mean by reality – is what is real to be found in the world around us, or should we look to a non-physical aspect? It then applies this specifically to the body and soul, a fundamental issue because if we have a soul that comes from God, we are defined as beings that were created by God.


The remainder of year one’s work looks at whether God exists and how God can be known in the world as well as the biggest argument against the existence of a God that we can worship, the problem of evil.


Year two places all of this in context. We examine the nature of God and make sure that we are clear what we are saying does or does not exist when we speak of God. We then look at length at the language we use to describe God and whether it is valid at all to speak of God in human terms.


Enjoy it!


Bertrand Russell, a significant twentieth-century philosopher, said that we should not be afraid of being ‘eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted was once eccentric’. The philosophy course raises some big questions and it is important to challenge your own beliefs as well as others’ with new and eccentric ideas. Of course, when you get to the exam, it’s important to show that you understand the beliefs on the course, but if you engage individually, then you will really ‘own’ the material. The examiner will be looking for your understanding of the basics relating to the questions you answer, but will also be looking at analytical skills, which are personal to the writer.


You will get used to writing about philosophical ideas in essay form and you will probably roll your eyes when your teacher sets you yet another essay, but these are opportunities not only to refine your exam technique but to play with ideas and join yourself to the thinking of countless people over history.


If you have a religious faith you might find some of the issues you study challenging, but it is important to engage with them fully, remembering that many significant philosophers are religious too. If you don’t have a faith then it’s an engaging way to work out how other people think and what inspires and influences them.


What’s the point in philosophy?


A philosophy degree at university can open many career doors because of the transferable skills it opens up. Employers in the future will be delighted to receive an application from somebody who can see things from a range of points of view and explore ideas in detail but fairly and comprehensively, as well as being original in thought themselves. Philosophy goes far beyond the philosophy of religion and you could find yourself studying language, existence, ethics, politics, the arts and so much more.





Assessment and exams



How the assessment objectives work depends on whether you are studying Religious Studies for AS- or A-level. If you are doing an AS course then there is no level 6 and the marks are split between AO1 and AO2 evenly. If you are doing an A-level course, then 60% of the marks are for AO2. The difference in weightings does not affect the advice in this book, nor what makes an essay a good essay: you do not have to do anything different at A-level to AS-level, it’s just that how good you are at the different skills is given a different number of marks. Equally, don’t feel you have to separate out AO1 and AO2 – write a series of great paragraphs and trust the marker to filter things out!


At AS-level, your exam is 1 hour and 15 minutes and you have to do two questions (from a choice of three). At A-level, your exam is 2 hours and you have to do three questions (from a choice of four). If you are doing the AS-level, you only need Chapters 1–6 of this book; you will need all nine chapters for the full A-level. Allowing time for settling down and choosing your questions, you basically have 35 minutes at AS-level and not much more at A-level for an essay. That doesn’t seem much, but remember that the examiner will be aware of this.


Assessment objective 1: Knowledge and understanding


You will be able to see here that the marks are gained for being able to choose the right information to help you to answer the question. Better essays come from being more precise and knowing a useful range of material which you can explain concisely. The levels of response mark scheme for AO1 is included below.






	Level (Mark)

	Levels of response: Assessment objective 1 (AO1)





	6

(14–16)



	An excellent demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  fully comprehends the demands of, and focuses on, the question throughout



•  excellent selection of relevant material which is skilfully used



•  accurate and highly detailed knowledge which demonstrates deep understanding through a complex and nuanced approach to the material used



•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context



•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	5

(11–13)


(AS: 13–15)



	A very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  focuses on the precise question throughout



•  very good selection of relevant material which is used appropriately



•  accurate, and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding through either the breadth or depth of material used



•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	4

(8–10)


(AS: 10–12)



	A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  addresses the question well



•  good selection of relevant material, used appropriately on the whole



•  mostly accurate knowledge which demonstrates good understanding of the material used, which should have reasonable amounts of depth or breadth



•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding











	
3

(5–7)


(AS: 7–9)



	A satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  generally addresses the question



•  mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material



•  some accurate knowledge which demonstrates sound understanding through the material used, which might however be lacking in depth or breadth



•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with only partial success











	2

(3–4)


(AS: 4–6)



	A basic demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  might address the general topic rather than the question directly



•  limited selection of partially relevant material



•  some accurate, but limited, knowledge which demonstrates partial understanding



•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary



•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with little success











	1

(1–2)


(AS: 1–3)



	A weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:




•  almost completely ignores the question



•  very little relevant material selected



•  knowledge very limited, demonstrating little understanding



•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary



•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority to demonstrate knowledge and understanding










	0 (0)

	No creditworthy response






Assessment objective 2: Analysis and evaluation


AO2 is about your ability to argue in response to the question. Examiners are making an assessment of your ‘extended response’ – how well are you arguing? Can you show that you have thought about a range of different approaches to the issue in the question? Are you critical about all the points you offer? Do you develop the arguments you give rather than stating them and moving on? The levels of response mark scheme for AO2 is included below.






	Level (Mark)

	Levels of response: Assessment objective 2 (AO2)






	6

(21–24)



	An excellent demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  excellent, clear and successful argument



•  confident and insightful critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue



•  views skilfully and clearly stated, coherently developed and justified



•  answers the question set precisely throughout



•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context



•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is an excellent line of reasoning, well-developed and sustained, which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.








	
5

(17–20)


(AS: 13–15)



	A very good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  clear argument which is mostly successful



•  successful and clear analysis and evaluation



•  views very well stated, coherently developed and justified



•  answers the question set competently



•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.









	4

(13–16)


(AS: 10–12)



	A good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  argument is generally successful and clear



•  generally successful analysis and evaluation



•  views well stated, with some development and justification



•  answers the question set well



•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.








	3

(9–12)


(AS: 7–9)



	A satisfactory demonstration of analysis and/evaluation in response to the question:




•  some successful argument



•  partially successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted but often not fully justified



•  mostly answers the set question



•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary



•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with only partial success





Assessment of extended response: There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.








	2

(5–8)


(AS: 4–6)



	A basic demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  some argument attempted, not always successful



•  little successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted but with little justification



•  only partially answers the question



•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary



•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation with little success





Assessment of extended response: There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.








	1

(1–4)


(AS: 1–3)



	A weak demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:




•  very little argument attempted



•  very little successful analysis and evaluation



•  views asserted with very little justification



•  unsuccessful in answering the question



•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary



•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation





Assessment of extended response: The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.








	0 (0)

	No creditworthy response









Countdown to my exams





[image: ]


6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification available from www.ocr.org.uk. Make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers in the Answers section on pages 84–86.



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the questions in the exam checklists in the book.



•  Try different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flashcards.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders – for example, the exam tips, typical mistakes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examination.
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