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Dreams 

of

Flight




THROUGHOUT HISTORY, HUMANS HAVE LOOKED UP AT BIRDS AND DREAMED OF FLIGHT. 


Fromancient myth and legend to modern superhero movies, to soar onthe winds and gazedownat the Earth is thepower of gods, monsters and caped crusaders. However, storytellers have always known thatachievingﬂight isa risky undertaking.


In ancient Greek mythology, the inventor Daedalus built a Labyrinth, an elaboratemaze, for cruel King Minos of Crete. Butthe king imprisoned Daedalus and his son Icarus aftertheyenraged him.


To escape, Daedalus built bird-likewings made of wood, feathersand wax. He warned his sonnot to ﬂy too high (the Sunwould softenthe wax)or too low (the sea’s spraywould soak thefeathers). 
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Once airborne, however, Icaruswas intoxicated by the sensation ofﬂight. Ignoring hisfather’swarnings, hesoared higherand higher, ever closer to theSun. 


The wax melted and Icarus plunged to the blue sea far below.


Though human ﬂight remained thestuff of dreamsfor thousands ofyears, Icarus’sdesireinspired many attempts to ﬂ y with the birds.
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Birdmen



During the Renaissance, famous artist and inventor Leonardoda Vinci was fascinated by birdﬂ ight. He designedan ornithopter that used the ﬂyer’s arms and legs to ﬂ ap the machine’s wings. 


EARLY FLYERS TRIED TO COPY THE FLAPPING MOTIONS OF BIRDS, STRAPPING WINGS OR SAILS TO THEIR ARMS AND LEGS BEFORE JUMPING FROM HIGH PLACES.


Unfortunately, humans don’t have the same powerful muscles that birds do; without the power to keep themselvesup orthe ability to properly steer their path,most of these ‘birdmen’ suffered serious injuryor death.


However,it took untilthe nineteenth century for experimenters to copy the ﬂight of birds as they glided rather than ﬂapped. In1853, British landowner Sir George Cayley built a glider that his coachman ﬂew across a valley; afterlanding, the servant stepped out and said, ‘I wish to give notice. I was hired to drive, and not to ﬂy!’


CAYLEY GLIDER
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But building a balloon suitable for human ﬂight had towait untilthe winter of 1783. Within a fortnightof each other, two different balloons carried intrepid adventurers into the skies over Paris, France.
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