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John had been nine years old, and an orphan, when he was tried and convicted at the Old Bailey in London for stealing a shirt and a few other items. The judge had read out the sentence: transportation for seven years to the penal colony of New South Wales! 
 







	
			

			


The heat, stench and lack of food on the First Fleet’s voyage from England were almost unendurable. And now, nearly two years on, the colony was not doing well. The food brought from England was running out, and John was starving.






	
			

			


John’s job was to help the carpenters. As he was working one morning, he saw a bag of apples inside a soldier’s tent. Without thinking, he took two apples and ran. A soldier saw him and gave chase, but John was fast and knew where to hide in the bush. Some days later, with stomach cramps and weak from lack of food, John went into the settlement after dark. He was wandering through the streets, looking for food scraps, when he felt dizzy...
 
             When John woke up, he was in someone’s hut, and a young woman with a kind face was smiling at him. She told him her name was Isabella, and she began feeding him from a warm bowl of soup.
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