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This book is dedicated to Padraig, Marian, Olivia, Justin, Holly, Jack and Sam, my top 7 favourite people. But this top 7 is not set in stone so don’t get complacent.

This book is absolutely NOT dedicated to everyone who has ever wronged me (and there are a lot of you). I keep a running tally of personal grievances so don’t think that I’ve forgotten any injustices that have been visited upon me. If you have seen the error of your ways and now wish to apologise for wronging me, please email your admission of wrongdoing to iwrongedyoumichael@gmail.com and I will consider your punishment.




Intro


Hi. I am Michael. When I was first contacted by a publisher about publishing a collection of my communications with the world as a book, my first reaction was: ‘About time. Finally, after years of books about wizards and dragons, they’ve come to their senses and contacted a serious person for a serious book.’


Today’s modern world offers limitless opportunities to form new friendships, which most people are not tech-savvy enough to make best use of. And while obviously not everyone can be an online people person/business tycoon like me, don’t worry, because most of what I am about to teach you is applicable to everyone.


All you’re going to need is an internet connection, an open mind, unshakeable self-belief and unrestricted access to a printer that someone else pays for.


Don’t be afraid if the road ahead gets a little bumpy. Don’t be dissuaded by people getting mad at you or questioning your ideas or calling you an idiot. All of history’s great visionaries were doubted initially. By the end of this journey, you will have learned how to do the most important things in the world: how to make friends and be a respected member of both the online and your local community.


And if you think it sounds like my methods are an inefficient way of making friends, I advise you to check out a documentary called You’ve Got Mail whose synopsis I once read on Wikipedia, which conclusively proves that disputes and anger are often just a precursor to finding love and companionship.






Part I

Business







Entrepreneurship


Statistically, successful people have more friends than unsuccessful people. I am not sure if that is a real statistic or one I just thought of, but it’s the reason why I start lots of small businesses and side careers. After all, the more successful businesses I am involved with, the more friendships I’m likely to form.


Buy and Sell





Buy and Sell Group Chat




Elizabeth: 12:52


[image: ]







Elizabeth: 12:53


Anyone interested in this stereo and speakers? Very good condition. Works perfectly. Looking for €30. Thanks.







Luke: 12:56


Speaker on the right looks damaged







Elizabeth: 12:59


That’s why I said very good condition, not excellent. Only minor damage and didn’t affect sound.







Elizabeth: 12:59


Doesn’t affect sound







Michael: 13:03


Is the blue bucket included?







Elizabeth: 13:04


Haha if you want it.







Michael: 13:05


Can I buy it without the stereo and speakers?







Elizabeth: 13:05


How much?







Michael: 13:07


€1. That is my final offer. Unless you reject it, in which case I will immediately return with an improved offer.







Elizabeth: 13:07


No, not worth the effort for €1, sorry.







Michael: 13:08


€1.01. That is my final offer. Unless you reject it, in which case I will immediately return with an improved offer.







Elizabeth: 13:08


No.







Michael: 13:09


€1.02. That is my final offer. Unless you reject it, in which case I will immediately return with an improved offer.







Elizabeth: 13:10


No, not selling to you now so don’t bother bidding again. We don’t do 1c increases here. Respect sellers please.







Daniel: 13:12


I’ll offer a tenner for stereo/speakers Elizabeth if your looking for a start bid







Elizabeth: 13:13


Thanks Dan. Hoping to get more because it really is in good condition but will keep that in mind [image: ]







Daniel: 13:17


No bother







Michael: 13:18


[Private Message to Daniel] Hi Dan. Michael here. Could you increase your offer for Elizabeth’s stereo and speakers to €11.02 if she includes the blue bucket? Once the sale goes through, I will then give you the €1.02 for the bucket. Don’t tell Elizabeth it’s for me, though. Thanks [image: ]







Elizabeth: 13:19


I told you I’m not selling to you. Take a hint.







Michael: 13:20


Please don’t read my private messages.







Elizabeth: 13:21


You posted it to the group, genius!!!







Michael: 13:26


[image: ]


Hi all. Am selling this blue bucket if anyone wants to buy it. One previous mean owner. Bids start at €1.03







Elizabeth: 13:28


That’s my bucket. Picture is cropped from mine.







Michael: 13:29


No, it’s not. It’s a bucket I bought from Dan. You interested?







Elizabeth: 13:32


Can one of the admins deal with this? That’s cropped from my image. He doesn’t own it. Not a real item.







Michael: 13:32


You can buy it from me for €1.03







Elizabeth: 13:33


I already own it.







Michael: 13:34


That’s the spirit! Sold! Please paypal me the €1.03 at your earliest convenience. I’ll deliver it later.







Michael: 13:34


Will leave it to the left of your stereo and speakers [image: ]







Michael: 13:34


Right, now that I’ve made a profit, I’m out of here. So long, suckers!





<You left>


You can’t send messages to this group because you’re no longer a participant.


Union Jack Bunting





Some people say that business and friendship don’t mix. These people lack imagination and ambition. I have interjected myself into thousands of business dealings over the years and by doing so I have made almost several friends. When a commercial opportunity presents itself, seize it, sure, but don’t forget to also use it as a way of building the foundations of a new friendship.




[image: ] John [image: ] • 5 hrs




Looking to buy or borrow some union jack bunting as soon as possible if anyone has any. Need it before Friday. Reply or PM.






	2 likes
	53 comments 6 shares









[image: ] Michael • 2h




Hi John. Think maybe my uncle has some in his shed [image: ]








[image: ] John [image: ] • 2h




Michael do you know what length? Is he selling or is he be willing to let me have it?







[image: ] Michael • 2h




Will check with him now [image: ]










[image: ] John [image: ] • 2h




Thanks mate. Send a PM if you want.










[image: ] Michael • 2h




I was going to call him. Not sure if he reads his private messages?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 2h




No I mean PM me










[image: ] Michael • 2h




What for?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 2h




About the bunting.










[image: ] Michael • 2h




I don’t know if he has it yet.










[image: ] John [image: ] • 2h




Was saying to PM me afterwards, doesn’t matter.










[image: ] Michael • 2h




Oh, okay. Sorry. Will call my uncle now and PM you afterwards [image: ]










[image: ] John [image: ] • 2h




Nice one thanks.










[image: ] Michael • 1h




Hi John. Just spoke with my uncle about the bunting. How do I send you a private message?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 52m




Go to my profile and click message. Cheers.










[image: ] Michael • 44m




Okay, I’ve done that [image: ]










[image: ] John [image: ] • 38m




Haven’t got it. Can you try again?










[image: ] Michael • 37m




Okay [image: ]










[image: ] John [image: ] • 26m




Did you do it?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 26m




I haven’t got any messages from you.










[image: ] Michael • 24m




I went to your profile and I clicked on ‘Message’ like you said and it brings up a form with your name at the top and an empty box underneath?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 22m




Yeah, that’s where you write the message.










[image: ] Michael • 21m




Ah, okay. Now I’m with you. Will write it now [image: ]










[image: ] John [image: ] • 21m




Cheers










[image: ] Michael • 17m




All done now [image: ]










[image: ] John [image: ] • 14m




Still nothing on my end










[image: ] Michael • 12m




That’s weird. I went to your profile, I clicked on ‘Message’ and I wrote the message in the box underneath your name?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 9m




Haven’t got it.










[image: ] Michael • 7m




Am I supposed to click the ‘Send’ button underneath the message?










[image: ] John [image: ] • 6m




Yes










[image: ] Michael • 4m




Ah, now I see where I was going wrong. Hopefully this will do the trick [image: ]










-------------- [Facebook private message] --------------


[image: ]







3:11pm




Hi John,


No, my uncle doesn’t have any bunting in his shed.


Michael







Haircut





Don’t be afraid to look at things from new angles and disrupt traditional business models. After all, Steve Jobs didn’t just stay making apples, he diversified into doing glitzy presentations about smart telephones.


[image: ]




[image: ] 16:13




What’s the story with getting a free haircut? Have I got the right number?










Michael 16:43




Yes, this is the right number. Do you need a haircut now?










[image: ] 16:46




No, but will need one in a few weeks tho. You a hairdresser?










Michael 16:48




No but I have devised a way that we can both get free haircuts. It’s risky but if we do this right, I think it will work










[image: ] 16:49




What would I need to do? Explain it










Michael 16:51




Okay, you know the barber shop on Barrack Street?










[image: ] 16:52




Don’t think so but I can find it.










Michael 16:57




Okay, we’ll meet there exactly 3 weeks from today. I’ll get my hair cut first. Then, when it’s finished and I’m about to pay, you stand up and say to the barber, ‘Actually, this is my best friend Michael and I’ll pay for both of us after I’ve got my haircut.’










Michael 16:58




The barber will say, ‘OK, that’s fine.’ I will then leave.










[image: ] 17:01




Sorry, am stopping you there. Am not interested. I don’t know you so I’m not paying for your haircut. No offence. Good luck.










Michael 17:02




No, don’t worry. You won’t have to pay anything. That’s just the beginning of the plan.










[image: ] 17:03




Oh okay. Whats the rest of it?










Michael 17:17




You will then get your hair cut as planned. But while you’re getting your hair cut, I will have gone outside and put on a disguise (wig, glasses and fake moustache). Here’s a diagram of what that will look like:


[image: ]










[image: ] 17:21




What is the plan? I thought you were giving free haircuts. Clearly not.










Michael 17:23




Thanks to my disguise, it will be impossible for the barber to recognise me. I will then rejoin the queue and wait for you to finish getting your haircut.










Michael 17:25




Then, when you are about to pay for it, I will stand up and say, ‘Actually, this is my best friend Brian and I’ll pay for both of us AND for the guy who was in here earlier.’ The barber will say, ‘Ok, that’s fine.’ You will then leave.










Michael 17:28




I will then get ANOTHER haircut (don’t worry, the barber will only be trimming the wig I’m wearing so it won’t affect my earlier haircut). Meanwhile, after you’ve gone outside, you will find another disguise that I’ve hidden inside a green rucksack. You will then put it on and rejoin the queue.










Michael 17:31




Then, when my haircut is finished and I’m about to pay, you will stand up and say, ‘Actually, this is my best friend Simon and I’ll pay for both of us AND for the two guys who were here earlier.’
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